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8 THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR! 

SU John, March Ath, 1653. us wise unto salvation through Sfaithin Christ| confirming’ ong’ Bhothem i in their vidws mation, there will probabl be “many contro 

Ma. Eorrons socio truly can many say : with| Jesus. Upon this point it is scarcely neces- truth, their jadgment of passing events, theif [versies revolving around the: Bible Soviety, 

Kirk Whi “ England, por all thy faults Elove sary to enlarge. If the: Bible! were merely niptans of useluluets, dnd their pdrsonal spiritus that Society remaining as a quiescent centre, 

“et still "Yes, and, the following, lines may not| book of Instruction, it would simply take ou al edification. | -Hewee they: go “forth 'betrer| Ministers of, Christ will do well to-observe 

to such, if you cap find room fori 5140e among others on. eur shelves: but it|fitted to. conduct the’ Biblé-Experiences of whether there be not a _dangerons opinion 
rokey ours truly, Al Ena ik. 

Ok » and? well T love thes oft recall’ 

Tay pone fields 3 thy hilly Lo op 
yoda massy shade aad col retreats {ence of the life. Tt is our standard book in{ Worship, 'andiin social parties. © Heénee Bi of 1 refer to, ig tha dy, perpétual In- 

Thy rivers in og or Pend y youth, in mauhood;rin old age: When thou catechisingin Sunday Schools and’ here ation inherent in the Church which i» 

Mstiedtog my chiltoh hy by the wisn eoest; it shall lad: thee ; when thou sleepest,| Hence pastoral Visits to the Sick and Affliet essence of Popery. With Rome it's a 

And pouring plenteous xi gh, Tow pot why, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it|ed, more searching, ‘more itistractive; more | dogma, In some parts of Britain and her de 

py iain Bom my mi 10 - shall talk with thee. - According to this Book, comforting: seeing “that Biblex'Pradts; utnt{ pendencies it exists at present rathet as an in- 
As tho’ thow heard’st a heartless alien’s lay. 
Childheed and dreaming youth flew o'er this head 

Ere from thy ant lawns the waatdrer fled ; 
And tho” maturer years have mark’d her brows, 
And somewhit ch i'd perchance her 'feelings now, 
Still does her stricken heart beat wvatm fof thee, 
Much doés it wish thee great,~much does it wish thee free. 

WHAT iS CHARITY. 

"TNs not te pause, when at the door 
A shivering brother stands, 

To ask the ‘canse that made him poor, 
Or why he help demends. 

“Tis not to spurn that brother’ sprayer, 
For faults he vwce has known 

2Tis not to leave him to despair, 
And say that ** I have done" 

The voice of Charity is kind, 
She thinketh nothing wrong-— 

To every fault she scemeth blind, 
Nor vauuteth with ber tongue. 

In penitence she placeth faith— 
Hope smileth at her door— 

Relieveth first, then softly saith, 
“ Go, brather, sin no more.” 

earth with the rod of his mouth : 

ranks fagabove them all: vItsclaims the ab~ 
{solute allegiance of ‘the understanding, the 
putest love of the heart, and the entire abedi- 

all our deeds, words, and motives will be 
judged at the last day. ~ 

The Sacred Volume, it may be further ob. 
served, id not only a universal gnide in what. 
ever concerns experimental. religion; but it 
is i a ost especial sense our grand INsTRU- 
ment oF MinisreriaL UserFuuness. 

What is the fact? A Minister making the 
Bible his grand Instrument, finds in if passa- 
ges innumerable, commending this very Book, 
as being most forcibly and accurately fitted 

{for his use.’ T.ook only at the titles which it 
bears, and the things to which itis compared. 
It is called the'sword of the Spirit, aohich 1s 
the word of God: (Eph. vi. 17.) it is _sharp- 
er than any twoedgzed sword: (Heb. dv. 12.) 
it is @ hammor that breaketh the rock in‘pieces : 
(Jeremiah xxiii. 20) itis as an hatcheét—17 
have hewed them by the prophets : (Hosea vi. 
9.) it is a saw, grating the conscience of 
sinners—they were cut (Greek, sawed) to the 
heart's (‘Acts v. 33, and vii. 37.) ‘ft is as n 
goad=they were pricked in their ‘hearts; 
(Acts ii. 87.) it is a rod—he shall "smite the 

(Isaiah xi. 
4.) it is as a blast of firc— With the breath 
of his mouth sholl he slay the wicked; '1s not LE —— —— TOE 

AN ADDRESS TO MINISTERS, 
ON THE DUTY OF . 

Circulating the Holy Scriptures. 

By the Rev. Willlam Jowett, M. A. 

Since we possess in the ‘Bible an all-suffi- 
cient Revelatian~theonly'true Revelation— 
of the will if God to’ Mankind, it is evidently 
-our duty toadispénse this néstim able treasure 
to the greatest possible extent, amongst ¢ all the 
families of thie'earth. ‘Under a sense of this 
‘obligation the British and Foreign Bible So 

ciety was projected half a centary ago. The 
circumstances which attended its formation 

‘are at this distance ‘6f time seed to have been 

my word a fire? (Is. xi. 4: Jerem. x¥iii. 20.) 
Sometimes it is as a trumpet, to alarm sin- 
ners; (Is. viii. 1.) at other times it is a stil 
smaillbmice 10 comTort andiwani’ thésservant 
of the-Lord; (1 Kings xix.- 12.) It'is'a wit- 
ness; itis a judge: (Deut. xxxi. 19% Jobn 
Xi. 48.) It is a mirror, in which to see our 

character : (James i. 23.) Itis a l'ght and 
a lamp, to shew -our path: (Ps. exix. 165.) 
[eis @ mine of wisdom, a pearl of great price, 
hidden: tredsuress (Prov. ii. 4, 6: Mat. xiii, 
44.) Ivis rain and dew, snow and showers : 
(Deut. xxxii. 2; Is lv.) [tis sincere milk for 

-| babes in, Christ; it is strong meat for them 
that are of full nge in the school and service 
of Christ: (1 Peter i. 2; Heb. v. 14.) What 
can a Minister need, that the does not find 

the Family, inthe Nursery; in regular Fami 

Bible-Manuals are ‘now greatly multiplied: 
far exceeding what 'we know to have beén'the 
case fifty'years ago. « The’ Poor, 160, far more 
extensively than formerly, Wave the Gospel 
preached to ‘them, by means of Bible-Redd-|| 
ings in the'cattage. Bible-Classes, moreover, 

80 “admirably adapted to cnuse the word of 
Christ to dwell in ws righly in all wisdom, are|— 
now universally valued. Is not all thid the 

Scriptures? and is it not mainly nttributable’ 
therefore, toa Society which takes "the Yeid!. 
in that diffusion 1 In these results see sd 
much to gladden ‘the heart, and to aséibs the 
judgment; that [ cheerfully invite my Breth: 
ren inthe Ministry to strengthen the cansé 
of the Bible Society, as one of the very best 
methods of strengthening their own hands.’ 

fv» 
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Thus far we have considered the Bible and 
the Bible Society as the direct guide to reli 
gious experience, suitable for all'persons, and 
more particularly the instrument of usefulness 
adapted for those engdged ‘in the Ministry 
But there is also an indirect operation of t 
Society, of immense value ; as regulating > 
Hringing Wp te one point the tortnéins move: 
ments or the human mind, when engagéd in 
religious: controversies. Such ‘have in"8vety’ 
age arisen; and probably will arise to the'very 
end of “time. ~ There wust also be herésies 
among’ you, that they which are approved Way 
be made-manifest among you, (1 Cor. xi. 19). 
Ministers of Religion will ‘generally hive tHe 
principakshare in conducting controversies! 
‘This topic: may ‘properly find a ‘pags thers 
fore inan appeal tothem. And what T would 
submit is, that the Bible Society is the fittest 
GuARDINN oF GENuINE RELIGIOUS irra 
Freedom t6'think, and freedom revere: 

ally to speak on religious subjects, is Ey privi- 
lege éssential to the healthy ‘existence of 
Christianity. Difference” of opinion | may be 
inseparable from Religious Freedom : but as 
long as “the Bible is ‘appealed to 43 the Sur 

new Converts, or of ‘established’ believers. 
Hence the extended: religious Exerdices’ "offour own enlightened country, threatening the 

consequence of the increased diffusion of the A 

gaining some ground even now: and, even in 

|cadse of genuine” Relighus' Freédom. The 

feetion ; ahiimernal corruption of the humors ; 
réady in time to break out as a leprosy of the 
whole body. “The antidote to this, is the Bible 
Society: a sare. antidote |. Her voice declares 
to all Ecclesiastics, whether ruminating in the 
closet or debatiig id he conclave, and equal 
ly to the whole Body of the professing church 
—** You are seeking Inspiration: here then 
it exists, in that Book which we distribute.” 

j! quasi- inspiration is a part of that myster 
of iniquity which began | to work even in the 

postolic age, “lording "it over God's heri- 
tage ;” which Rome has carried to its utmost 
height, and which Englishmen not a few, at 
the | present ‘moment, while sipping the cup of 
Rome, are Juierppting to introduce among 
ourdefves.#” * 

My» edie In the badred Ministry will 
perhaps allow me one suggestion more; ¥iz., 
‘that the Bible Society fod Barrier AcAinsy 
Ary Irnevicrovs Freesow. © a the present 
day, ns at the Reformation, and in the Apos 

/|tolic age, men claim to thirik for themselves : 
elyet iin doing 86, what ‘multitudés,” through 
their own ignorance and’ passion, wrought 
upon bythe seductive arts'of ¢orrupt and in- 
flammatory teachers, “nre ‘tempted, and actu- 
ally led, to think and to act wrong! Through 
the pride’ of intellect; whit multitudes are 
there who from Fee thinkers, so called, be-’ 
comembt mere abistraét ‘Neologists, but Tifi- 
dels’ and dekperadoes! * It was “nobly said by 
ane of the first Christian oraférs of his day, 
Robert Hall, “The Bible Society “isa so 
lemn and putilie’ recognition, ‘etleulated be 
youd any other ‘event “that his transpired, to 
coirfound: “infidelity, and to‘expel from the'na- 
tion she last relics of tlvit detestable impiety; 
torshiutiap: every ‘erevide of thie’ infernal pit, 
and 'dikperse ‘every atom of the pestilenitial 
steam” But'the mouth of that botfomless pit 
is not yet closed ; the air is yet datkeried by 
its emitted sioke © infidelity, in the judgment 
of many,”is even how more rampant and ac- 

few and simple. Alt extreme want of Bibles|here? Is he a Raliarkiant This is:his net|preme Law. from which alone any opinion tive than ever ; both insidiously and openly 
was felt in the principality of Wales. A great|and hook, to catch men. ' Is he a husband-|claims to derive its authority, so long there js [denying the inspiration of Scripture, unhing- 
Society, whieh had been the ordinary chan-{man? The seed is the word of God: this—|a security for Truth; discussion, ‘free and |! ates of the Sabbath, and as- 
nel of supply, hesitated to meet the demand. 
The apostolic CuarLes of Bala represented 
the wants of his countrymen "to ‘persons in 
London. 'P'lie practical mind of “a 'Huenes, 
aided by other Kiftdred spirits, drew (ron 
these vlements the project of a comprehensive 
plan for the circulation of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures in Great Britain, and in all the world. 
The pathetic statements of a STEINKOPFF 
were as dew to soften’ the affections of all 
who listened to his plea: while the fervid 
eloquence of an Owen stirred the hearts of 
thousands with the liveliest admiration of the 
new Institution... The sagacious, constrac- 
tive talents of a. Prawr were present Lo sug 
gest. orrangements.. Ag individual highly 
distinguished in the cause of humanity, Gran: 
viLLg Snare, as Chairmac of the first Pub- 

not chaff, but this seed alone—he is to sow 
widely. Is he a'shepherd? . Here is Ais 
crooks fis rod, his staff; and here are the 
green pastures, the still waters, whither to 

) Yead, the footsteps of his flock. Is he a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ? Here, in the Bible, 
he is equipped with the whole armour of God. 

‘temperate, will in time ‘establish,’ under’ ‘the 

Now it i3 worthy. the consideration of re. |. 

Divine Blessing, the interests of that ‘most in- 
valuable possession, “ The Trumh.” Blt. In- 
tolerance, cramping, repressing, aud cogre- 
ing the privilege of free discussion, _operiites 
only to the obscuring and extinction of the 
Light. 

ng oe golden g 
auleing public Spo at’ the innatierablo 

Tavenues of a free press.” Liet Dut’ the Bible 
18Bodiety have {nee codrse, apd Infidelity as 
well.as Popery with wax pale.’ ForInfidelivy 
as well as'Popery has the: picturg of her votas 
ties drawn-in the Scriptures of truth, | Pre- 

|stamptaons are they, se \ehey are not 

fleeting men, whether during the existence of 
the Bible Society there has not been a mark- 
ed influence produced by the exertions of}jtutely pourtrayed. 
that Institution. Such au influence we actu-fa change of name. 
ally behold : and we cannot but attribute i 
to the increased se of the Bible by Christian: 

We see Bible princi- 
ples, and even tha very language of Sacred 
Scriptures, in various degrees recognised in 

Ministers themselves, 

prospect of the free circulation of a Book, inl 
which the features of her System’, gre so geus] 

For “Rumanist” is nly. 
W fiile deff Picting the Bh 

risces and Scribes of old, Séripture Hs n- 
veiled every corruption of ‘Rome. The Su: 
iperseding of God’s word by tradition; the 
renctimbering of pure’ worship witli Trivolqus 
céremonials; rapacity disguised by’ hypocri: 

No marvel that Rome should Bart att e) 

the Court, the Senate, and the Campin the sy; lordly assumptioh of'power, and ‘contemp- 

lafnaideto speak evilof dignities: | While they 
mise them liberty, they themselves ‘are'ths 
— cori upition. | Let asiwanw ous peo- 

yPle-against such workers of @vil § ahd lec us 
do this in aeeordancewishiithe veld me of dn- 
Spiration.. ‘We are: Ministers of peace, and 
wesnre: Ministers sof truth. As Truth dg dhe 
health of the Churchyso is Pedcetlie health 
fof our nation; and of all: mankind : snd thera 
#4 nolasting peace without truth. Asgesiiine 

wt pniciota pevertet us forget the mottvof Jorn 
lic Meeting, laid: the foundation-stone. - Por: tribunals of Justice, the Hall of Science and 
T8US, the aged: Bishop of our metropolitan 

tuous depression of a kity ‘kept m igriotante) Owen, whohad a truly British hegrtio on his 
Literature, the Chambers of Commerge, aid thy their professed 'ingtrdctors “the taking seal wasgraven—AN orn Bisuw, willy these 

city, and others of his brethren, obeyed theleven in that ever, Tce, Tide of publie|away of the key of knowledge <i thot fi{shece words beneath—Enauawn’s esto OPH. 
heavenly call to give God's word to wen. A|opinion, the, Press, hus [21 ty fAntiBible-Saciety principle! ell dhese Mhihgslrmi=l i} © 0 po ltguane ci boil 86 bus ee 
retired Governor-General of India,’ Lorn T'o Ministers of Christ,’ and: others dssist-f#re so ptew A ‘so severely efposed, that Lr arg eth ten yim ago, sitsug. 
Teionsovrn-—a devout man, and one that|ing (hem in works of mercy and -usefulressy{Rome must either ‘geal up the twenty-third wd ont the Bio, 1k Wiad e oT fd ple 
prayed to God alioays—added his admin®-| he Bible is nowcthe constant Mawual. IiLet chapter of Sto Matthews Gospel, or suctdtbb pariah ery. ha ENE Re IA. fis 
trauve abilities as Piesident ; and ‘the plan of|ihe appeal be made to'those whb have e od othe ‘common sends of wankind© © © JRE at th Seripunes - a - 
the British and. Foreign Bible Dechy was) ‘ed any (air opportunities of guaging public): ‘Titolerance is her ‘state, 6% ng out’ his holy" ” én pit drs an 
completed: ‘opinion and; publiciacts during the last forty: Teft her; BEE RtolEFhncs ii! 
Nearly all those whotookian ‘dotive pert il or fifiy years, Havenot Ministers themselvestish where' ‘the ‘Bible Socie hi biishe 4 i 

these primary measures; are now'gathered to heen drawing, nearer. te the Apostolic model The existerice of the Biule ish ere rep 
their fathers. But ‘the work perished not;| — We rill ‘give ourselves: continu {oi fnsufferable stumiblin Hh 4d Rome. 
apr will the labburs of their ghildrén ever] ] 13 
eesse, until the arrival of that prayer, and tothe ministry of the dh ii gle Between oH , Li is in table, G4} 

S
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predicted) not, their; Sabbath sermons; aud theirdbesksfore SF them shall erish.’ The; Sang’ 
period, when the earth shall be filled with the| day, lectures, both -mdte naheroiisahdadore petually colexis x oth “world. 
knowledge:of the glory of ‘the Lord, las the 
waters cover the sea. 
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richly. fraught with Bibleydobstcine daidsBiblesthis'well : phi ys gh Re in 
lasguagel, -Wibas shall we say of theinBibsle: {fall of ‘the nA age thar in’ i 
studies bebnesbasariog ;the Sacred: Mimigtry {event on Bat tho’ rd 
nd he Eat deck Aithhone asothe the stone ** om pao: mre arid” wi 

wards? Qo this! last; tepic hoeh of 

LER", Jp— 

To. pathing rt the Bible Society, we uma- 
‘voidably speak.of the excellences of the Bi 

“itself. My first observation. then is; that wrefideeply-ateresiing natura yuight. ber addi cle eet sor in iri WT 
possess in this Book the sure Basis. or ae- jiu ‘who have witnessed the: carestness{eventuall ie 
Ll 0 5 TE AND, EXPRRIENOE,, | grat 3g gpm scbming at ' : Lie 
eon 7 ‘tuth ira Rpesig go bremderond leet Ministerial farties;!- how they | vhole rth, * T1661 hy l, 
and | x Hd oyr sa vation, t 13 able to make | their opinions; pia counselling,” or ieee tho arivil : wie strm 


