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EF We bave read the following paper with 
great pleasure. Itreminds us of a verse writ- 
ten Ly LoNGPELLOW : 

‘Tae lives of great men all remind us 
We may make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Foot-prints on the sands of time. 

[From the New York Recorder.) 

ROBERT HALL. 

The following is a lecture delivered at the 
Brooklyn Institute, by Rev. J. West, on The 
Comparative Power of the Baptist Ministry 
with other Denominations, illustrated by Liv- 
ing Examples. 

I? may seem presumptuous in me, to dis- 
cuss the qualities of so great a man. Bus 
my object is not to make a cold analysis of 
brilliant properties of worth and genius, or to 
shine in eulogies on a hallowed spirit gone to 
its sphere of glory. It is simply to ask others 
to draw near to a beautiful picture while I 
hold up a dim taper light to it, that its color 
znd life may be seen with more individuality, 
1 regard it as a divine art that enables us at 
any hour to go into the company of the good 
nnd illustrious of any age, to summon them 
from their sepulchres, as it were, by a magic 
power, and hold communion with” them. 
Their thoughts and images have the spell of 
g resurrection upon them of themselves. 
Men of secular spheres may have more re- 

gown ; be identified with memorable events; 
their-names welded into the history of revo- 
-Tutions ; a nation may chain itself to their 
charict, and ‘principaiities, like .suns, shine 
effulgent on their course, and their life be 
more marked by omens, incident, and ‘con- 

* flict, while their tragic vibrations may touch 
the extremes of the giobe. But while good 
men are without this adventure and this tu- 
®ultuous pageant, their actions and issues io 
the scale of real dignity and value rise infin- 
itely beyond thé former. All that is regal 
and lasting in this former draws its element 
of power, perinanence, and grandeur from 
the latter, though sometimes so scorned by 
‘the génius of this world. Pilate and, his 
dream are made immortal by the Being he 
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crucified. 
Robert Hall sfood the first preacher in his 

day, and has no rival now, no compeer. This 
is po selfish sectary’s encomium. The no- 
bler the nature of the man, the [reer would 

V be his confession to this distinction, whoever 
héard him. =~ ak Sh ¥ 

we must think a Tittle of the tires in which 
he came out.  1t was when the Church 
Eiht al-doniianti. =hen he Df, of 

es’ \ was scarce 
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he ar looked through the stdined windows 
of his aneient Ca FBTRL where ‘arble pop, 
toyal Fg, me and piles of eh remin- 
iscence held sovereignty ; looked on the wor 

hea with Disisiters. aad” their” prea 
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power could not reach them. His reasoning 
force; his unperial fancy; his pure and bril- 
liant diction ; his affluence of thought in ar- 
guments, in fire or in frost of power and ori 
ginal combinations, with a majesty of manner, 
compelled tribute from a proud aristocracy 
and a reluctant literature. His sentences 
ire like veins full of life and high blood from 
the fountain of feeling ; while one thought sets 
fire to another thought and the next, till the 
illumination is perfect and beautiful. His 
very countenance is lighted with splendor. 
There is no artifice; it is natural. There is 
no design to hold out a grand conception to 
let its’ radiance fall on the speaker in Mr. 
Hall. If the image shines, it must be on the 
cross, while he always keeps in the back- 
ground, in oblivion of self. In feeble health 
even, the power of his great miad over physi- 
cal infirmity has been striking often. In the 
beginning of a discourse the features have 
looked worn and pale; the eye dead or dull; 
the cheek hollow; the voice low, and the 
whole frame sickly and feeble. He has 
glanced over the multitude ‘in this state of 
body; but as he proceeded, the eye has light- 
ed with some sublime thought} the wan and 
exhaustion of the features have gathered a 
glow and a life of meridian splendor; the 
veins of that sickly form have swelled to fal- 
ness, till’ the quiver and motion of life had 
seemed to come down like a presence upon 
every nerve-aud muscle] while thought after 
thought had kindled, e¢hained, and enchanted 
the multitude, who had never before heard 
strains like those from mortal lips,” poured 
upon a people who stood like the pillars of fhe 
building, fascinated to ‘the spot. 1 do not 
know that this is further than I ought to say. 
‘Like the ‘harp of" Orpheus, his strings and 

his strains made beautiful harmony; bat, 
like a divine Apollo, the inspiration of Hea: 
ven endowed him with the power to construct 
the instrument too that made the music so it- 
resistible and sacred. 

Foster and Hall have sometimes been com- 
pared, They loomed up together upon the 
great sea of life, Each was freighted wiih a 
valuable charge. After keeping in sight of 
each other for a time,’ they diverged, if not 
lost sight of one another, but let go their an 
chots in the same serene harbor atlast. They 
were like and they were unlike. Both were 
original, but dissimilar in points of similitude. 
Foster seemed to forge his thoughts and keep 
his anvil among subterraneous fires, to make 
romantic adventure in desolate regions and 
the unknown, “Hall surveyed the altitudes of 
the discovered world, with all its prodigies, 
charts, and mysteries. Foster, to shut his 
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iences’ sake was sci he 
priest of the ‘State Chr hjture. Hall, to take the known 

 unfrequ 

eyes and feel in the dark at times. Hall, 10 
sport in the sunbeams. Foster loved to.loosen 
the bands, of an enigma in the economy of na- 

ll, to. own as a thread of] 
gold and a elue, and find his way to the hid 
and secret, laws of the great la 
universe, and shelve the mighty 
man art cannot penetrate, 

ratory of the 
8 hies, 

It is perhaps remarkable, their difference/dreds, and even thousands of different species 

the clotdy pinnacle on the wild scence” 

search for the charnel-house of thé dead— 

art. The gloom of .night or the solema wi 

of tempest met his aptitudes, when he ‘could 
imagine it a.mighty minstrel p'ayjng its wild 
music to the spirit of the storm, or the wail 

the fall. Hall would look on them as Adam 
fromthe bowers of Paradise beholdmg the 
majesty and power of God in creation } not 

precipices. Eich had the elements of gran- 
deur ; ut with the one, it was grandear'in a 
state of disturbance; with the other, gran- 
deur atres:. Each mind was an orb of mag- 
nitude, but Foster's path kept no parallel.’ 

mortal estimate can give the worth of: each 
had a massive character of Christian integti- 
ty. Tt was well consolidated and built. Their 
purity: was a ‘white robe without a rent or a 

Gad, Whey stood where many fell. 

“of Robert Hall... When his" afflicted 
‘wife asked Lim if he was dyivg, startled by 
his appearance, with a calm and divine firm- 
ness he answered, ** Yes, it is death—deuth 
—deata!” while His noble frame waved to 
and fro in convulsive agony. While child 
after ebild was horne from the room of the 
dying lather, unable to endure the sight, the 
look, that last look he gave them when utter- 
ance was almost gone—thd thousand thoughts 
that gathered into that eye, and lighted it up 
with beams of unutterable love, just before it 
was about to close for ever—was a spectacle 
of sublimity not often witnessed on the brink 
of dissolution in the experiences of men. In 
some of the last throes of his mortal conflict, 
his arm rested on his physician's shoulder for 
support; but, iu ‘one of the pauses of his ago- 
nies, he turned to him with a beniga look to 

to the last of the gomfort of others. = But the 
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the most defiled of men ; 
sapphire crown upon the head of ‘other wor 

he was content to leave his own, the 
lowest, at the feet of the Crucified.” "7" 
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fing upon you without a moment's warn. 

We can think ee GREAT MEN--SELE-EDUGATED:; | 

portend the power of tempest and 
that renew the atmosphere. , 
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in their suggestive law or tendencies. "Hall, 
if ws Egypt, would be likely to ascend the 
sumfit of the hoary pyramid, and look from 

lows<the Nile and the desert; Foster 1c 

the fragments of the past—ruing and skulls ; 
handle them, and muse over them with @n'ab-|vice in his purspits, 
sorbed cariosity, as before a noble picture of ment the world is, of course, indebted for, the 

and agony of Nature over the calamities of who. preceded or 

from some jagged cliff; amidst the perils of|quired; 

{he succeeded all who had gone befo 
But there were two momentous -matters in i ( 

which they were kindred spirits, which ne| ‘R 

soil; we mean only as far as outward disgrace| George 
was in question, not as men in the sight of{His na 

Ta deagh, they wore not divided There 
cr waa the dying mo: | di 

ask if his weight was burdensome ; mindful{ 

chief charm. of ‘this solemn hour—the last|men 
hour of a great man’ on earth—was’ the po-{to their da 
sition ‘he ‘took of a poor creature, a sinful overtook” 
'worm, looking to the cress of Christ for merit{them far in the 

rey, only through that divine Saerifice|difference 1 said be to hi 3M 
‘willing to take the igs and assuming it of [son of a poor IANO (oh map he 

if He would put aflike these men, now ploddi 

i Slee the other among the best: “the world 

of animals, once living, moving in the waters 
and upon the lind, now form rocks, ledges, 
and even, mountains. ‘Cuvier thought, how- 
ever; that he owed:a constant debt of grati- 
tude to his mother for his knowledge, because 
when a small child, she encouraged him in 
Linear Drawing, w was of the utmost ser- 

othe same - 

knowledge, diffused. by, Guvier among ail 
derness met his economy ; the sea in u state nations. 

Sic Hamphy Davy, by * self: instraction,” 
made more brilliant and more important dis- 
coveries.in_ chemical science, than any one 

féllowed him. Farmers, 
mechanics, he 
are now enjoying tha benefit of his labors. 

i Elia Burritt, by self-ipstruction, had ac- 
-at the age of thirty years, fifty lanzua- 

ges; and that too, while he was laboring 
vigorously over the forge and anvil, from six 
to twelve hours daily. rs 

_ The late Dr Bowditch tanght himself, until 
4 re him io 

science. 

oger Sherman, whose name will descend 
[to posterity as one of the ablest statesmen and 
brightest ornaments of the American Con 
gress, taught himself while working upon his 
shoe Bench. | 

Washington was a self-made man. Yah ington me will fill all future ages with rever- 
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must be the flict in all futote ages, 
Every child is his own teacher, He teaches 
es himeelf things; and everything coming un. 
der his observation,~—animals, vegetables min- 
erals, tools and operations of farmers, me- 
‘chanics, and house-keepers——science and art. 
He teaches himself by sceing, hearing, taste 
ing, smelling, feeling, talking, handling, 
using and compariag things, and: their opera. 
tions with each other ; also cause with effect. 
Every child of commen talents learns a lan. 
guage before he is three or four years of age. 
May thousand children, now in ous country, 
not over five years, speak fluently two langua- 
ges—ihe English and German. 
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THE DIFFERENCE, 
As a gentleman was walking in the X 

he saw at some distance ahead, half a do 
proceeding at a slow and measured step: 

5 work, In a minute er two he: 
them, aud soon looked, hack upoa 

distance. * What mak 

condition of poverty and toil T . Evidently for. 
the same reason that I have left, them for be. 
ind me. From my earliest ahildhood whens. 

ever I have had anything to do, | heve dane 

laboring man, 

day or by the jo 
s@ by. the day. They wilk 

examined and arranged the mineral produc. 
tions of our globe, but ascertained that hun. 
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If, Both had a better teacher| ""- or it =A. 

The’ good things’ Which’ befor to 
3.881 #5) 19 

: : pros 
perity are to.be wished, but the good things 
which belong to adversity are to be admired. 
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keepers, and many others, - 

in former ages, mdbod 

it with my wight, whether. working .by-the :


