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The Statistics of the Census Relating to Pub-
lic Worship.

The more carefully the Statistics of the
Census relating to Public Worship are exam-
ined and analvsed, the more replete they will|
appear to be with matter for seriogs reflection.
One fact, which has attracted special notice
from the public Journals, is, the comparative-
ly little use made of churches. Of 14,077
churches in England and Wales, 4,740 (more
than a third) are open only once on the Sun-
day, and only 772 are open for three services.
[nadequate endowments, it is remarked, will
hardly account for this deficiency, since there
are but 1,354 incumbeuts who have not above
£200 a-year. . Another important fact is, the
large proportion of sittings provided by the
istablished Church that are unoccupied.
‘I'hus, while the Church of England provides
an aggregate accommodation of 5,317 915 sit-
ungs, and the non-Established Evangelical
hodies altogether, 4,182,180, the attendance
on the Census Sunday is computed to have
been, in the churches and chapels of the Es-
tablishment, 3,773,474, and in the places of
worship belonging to the Evangelical Noncon-
formists and Methodists, 3,014,622. The
proportion ol attendaats to sittings is compu-
ted to be, on the average, as high as 42 per
cent. among the Baptists, and 38 among the
Independeats, but ounly 33 in the ehurches of
the Establishinent, taking the three services
together. This, however, scarcely gives a
correct view of the fact, since the attendance
on the different services varies so considera-
bly. The number of sittings out of every

100 occupied in the-edifices-of the Church-ofjthe astenishing multiplication of places of

Eungland, on the Census Sunday, was, 48 in
in the morning, 36 in the afternoon, and only
16 in the evening. The number out of every
100 occupied by attendants in the other Pro-
testant places of worship, 40 in the morning,
26 in the afternoon, and 45 in the evening : a
fact strikingly exhibiting the different social
habits of the members of these religious bo-
dies.

Oune general conclusion to which an exam-
ination of these Statistics leads, is; that, al-
though there is still room and occasion for
church and chapel extension, this is far less
needed than an extension and multiplication
of an effective, varied, and well distributed
living ageney. Upon this subject, there are
some admirable observations in Mr. Horace
Mann’s Report, which well deserve to be care-
fully pondered by all who are concerned for
the religious welfare of the masses in the Me-
tropolis and the large towns, and who, more-
over, are unwilling that the Evangelical Dis-
senting bodies should be deprived of the ho-
nour of bearing a prominent part in these ef-
forts. In their exertions to multiply places of
worship, the Metropolitan Dissenters, as well
as those of Manchester, Bradford, and other
large towns, have diplayed an enlightened and
muanificent zeal ; and there is reason to be-
lieve, that, by a prosecution of these self-re-
warding efforts for a few years, by the differ-
ent Denominations, the real deficiency of
church-room will be adequately supplied. But,
after all, the great problem is, how to bring
under the influence of Christian teaching that
large portion of the population who never en-
ter a place of worship of any description, and
for whom charches and chapels are multiplied
in vain.

The Census has brought to light the extent
to which this practical beathenism or infideli-
ty pré¥ails, as.-the nce, in no small
degree, of the rapid growth .and concentra-
tion of the populatien. may be doubted,
however, whether, in proportion to the num-
bers of the populatia-:" the attendants upon
public worship are fewer than at any. former
period. It must be borse in d:r&n, at|
beginning of the present century, the pop-
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millions, whereas 1t is now more than seven-
teen. Now, when we consider the extent ml
which the infidelity propagated by Paine and
VorTaire had at that time infected the lower
classes, and the profligacy of manners in all|
classes, which was the theme of lamentation'
with our divines and moralists ; and, when we
recollect that, in 1801, the Evangelical Dis-
senters (Congregationahists and Baptists) of
England are computed to have had only 1,566
places of worship; while Dissent, and, in fact,
Evangelical religion in every form, had to
struggle against the bitterest intolerance; it
is hard to believe, that there was more reli-
gion in this country filty years ago, or a larger
proportion of persons outwardly observing the
ordinances of Christianity, than in the presant
day. Batthen, the mass of irreligion, though
proportionally larger, was much less appalliug
in 1ts numerical amount.  'T'nus, if, out of a
population of a million, of whom some 400,-
000 ought to be found attending public wor.
ship, onky 100,000 were in the practice of at-
tending fifty years ago; and, at present, out
of two millions, who ought to furnish 80,0
attendants, 490,000 attend ; still, though the
attendance 1s increased from a tenth to a fifth,
the non-attendants will be 400,000, instead of
300,000 : and thus, an improved state of so-
ciety will present a larger mass of vice and ir-
religion to be grappled with.

It would, indeed, be a very dispiriting con-
clusion to come to, that, notwithstanding the
unparalleled extension of the means of reli-
gious instruction by Sunday-schools, Bible
Societies, Home Missions, the circulation of
the Scriptures and cheap religious works, and

worship, the people of this country had retro-
graded in morality or in religious belief. We
are confident, that there is no ground whate-
ver for coming to any such conclasion. While
we admit, that all the exertions that have been
made,and all the varied machinery of our re-
ligious institutions, have been insufficient ful-
ly to keep pace with the growing require-
ments of our rapidly increasing population,
we see no such indications of failure as should
lead us to distrust the efficacy of the instru-
mentality that has hitherto been relied upon,
or to lay the blame of the existing infidelity
and neglect of religion at the door of our pub-
lic instructors.  We do not believe, that -eith-
er the Gospel has lost its power, or the pulpit
its adaptation, as Gop’s ordinance, to the pur-
poses of conversion and edification. There
is, however, great danger, lest an opinion of
this kind should lead to the substituting for
the faithful Evangelical testimony, a style of
preaching which, in the attempt to captivate
the intellect, altogether fails to touch either
the conscience of the heart. The notion, that
the age requires something more intellectual
than the preaching of the Cross, something
wiser than Gop's wisdom, is the great snare
into which young preachers are in peril of
falling. Thne Puseyites allege, that the work-
ing-classes will not come to church on account
of the pews. Some Dissenters, with as little
reason, impute their alleged alienation from
‘“ the chapel,” to defects in our system, or to
incompetency in our Ministry. The real fact
is, that, at no former period were so large a
number of the working-classes attendants upon
Nonconformist worship. The extensive alie-
nation, the profane neglect of public worship,
the disaffection to Gon's way of salvation,
have always béen a patent fast and a standing
cause for lamentation to our BaxTers and
Bunyane, our WuirrieLps and Hirs, In
what age of the Church was it otherwise?
These evils have seemed to abound more and
more, only on account of the rapid increase
of our poorer and more neglected Ppopulatiog.

One important consideration has been 100
mauch overlooked. Undoubtedly, the sanitas|

state of a district will exert.a powerful ef-
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verty cannat co-existwith religious habits. A
certain degtee of self-respect seems essential-
ly connected with the practice of regularly
attending upon public worship ; and this can-
not be destroyed, through vice or abject po-
verty, without inducing an indisposition tv
mix with fellow-worshippers. Ragged church-
es may reclaim some ;—it is at least a noble
and generous.effort on behalf of a special class,
with a view, not permanently to isolate them
from their neighbours, but only to facilitate
their attaining a higher grade in the social
scale. T'o be effective, however, they require
to be supplied by a kind of talent not very
easy to secure ; while chapelsin low districts,
purpasely for the poor, have generally proved
failures. Uncieanly habits, induced by indo-
lence and vice more than by poverty, with the
moral degradation inseparable from them,
create the greatest barrier to Sabbath obser-
vance on the part of the working classes.
The old saying, ‘“ Next to Godliness, Clean-
liness,”’ has in it a deep truth ; and we believe
the observation to be quite just, that Sunday
will not be a day of piety to any man to whom
it 1s not a day of cleanliness. One of the
first signs of the wakening of religious life in
an individual of squalid habits, will often be
an attention to personal decency. And in
cases in which an improvement has been ef-
fected, not by direct religious influence, but
as the effect of beneficent kindness, a willing-

mauifest itself as the immediate spontaneous
result.

There is scarcely any depth of physical angd
moral degradation from which individuals have

not heen reclaimed by the voice of Christian
kindness and the transforming cMicavy of the

Gospel ; and there is no class of society out of
which the Evangelical ministry has not gather-
ed converts and penitents in instances suffici-
ently numerous to vindicate the instrumen
tality employed from the charge of unsuitable-
ness or unacceptableness to any class or order
of society, as such. Men are scparated into
classes by their vices, more than by their cir-
cumstances. Jn a free country, and where
priestcraft canuot hold the masses of the peo-
ple in the abject bondage of superstition, it is
in vain to look for a general observance of re-
ligious duties, apart from an improved social
and moral condition of the working classes,
and as the result of their intelligent convic-
tions. Too many of those who regularly at-
tend pnblic worship, are influenced, no doubt,
by custom, example, education, or other mo-
tives than the principle of religious obedience ;
yet, after making all needful allowances for
the operation of inferior motives, it is a con-
soling reflection, that the attendance of the
seven millions found in our places of worship
on some part or other of the Loro’s-day, oat
of a population of eighteen millions,—an at-
tendance at leas:i for the most part uncom.
pelled,—represents a larger amount of reli-
gious principle and personal piety diffused
throughout the community at large, than is to
be found in any other Nation under Heaven,
or than, perhaps, distinguished the British
people at any former period of their history.

GENEVA---ITALY.

T'he religious worship which was interrupt-
ed in a village not far from this city some time
since, has been again celebrated in the same
place, and it is hoped will not again be dis-
turbed.  But the Jesuits are repeating the
same scenes in Piedmont. The 28th of Jan.,
at St. Colombano, while the ** Evangelists
weye observing the Sabbath by religious ex-
ercises, a band of fanatics, stimulated by two
violent women, surrounded the place of wor-
ship, making a great noise and outery. They
nsuited the people, and threatened the pret
ber and assistants in a most violent and inde-
cent manner ; but the latter continued trau-
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last, wearied with their own fruitless persecu-
tion, the mob left the assembly in peace. The
following Sunday, the meeting had but just
assembled when a fresh troop of rioters rush-
ed into the house, and, with frightful noises
and imprecations, drove the assistants out of
the assembly. They selected from among the
worshippers one man, a Christian from a
neighbouring village, upon whom particularly
to wreak their vengeance. The men were
armed with clubs, and they foreed their vic-
tim to march in the midst of them, with a
troop of ruffianly boys running in fromt, shout-
ing the most insulting cries their imaginations
could suggest. They continued this march
to the end of the commune ; there the men
who made up the savage escort halted and
planted a cross which they bad brought for
this purpose, and pointing to it, they left theit
victim exclaiming, *“If you again puss this
cross without kneeling before it, it shall cost
you your life.”  Let us hope that the govern-
ment of Piedmont, professedly liberal, will
learn from the unhappy example of failure in
Franee, that there can be no true freedom
where the religion of Rome prevails. One
fact, officially announced, would seem suffi-
cient to enlighten the most incredulous as to
the practical workings of the Catholic system.
In the Island of Sardinia, a dependency of
Piedmont, the priests have had undisputed
controul for ages; there are swarms of monks
and a great many nuns, and a recent census,

taken by order of government, reveals the fact
that out of 547,112 inhabitants, 522,381 can

neither read nor write. Be certain, ye Ame-
rican citizens, that if you onice consent to di-
vide the school money, and permit distinct

med undefl the su-

pervision of the priesth you will in nity

years have made immense strides towards this

beautiful state of things ; the money once par-
titioned off to this particular sect, the priests
will find another use for it than to devote it to
common schools.

DEATH OF L'ABBE DE LAMMENAIS.

France has just lost, in the death of this
eminent man, formerly a priest, one of her
and the world’s greatest thinkers. His was
one of those critical minds which, having ob-
served how irreconcilable all progress and all
modern views of improvement are with the
spirit and views of Jesuitisw, fell short of the
true life and light, and became skeptical Af-
ter the revolution of 1830, he made a power-
ful effort to reconcile Catholic interests and
liberal interests. In a journal, much talked
about at the time, “ L’'Avenir,”” he advocated
the American system of the separation of
Church and State. He fancied that in a
union of Popery and Democracy the church
would become invigorated and revivified by
its new element, and that Democracy would
become Christianized. 1f Pius IX. had been
Pope at the time, perhaps the experiment of
Lammenais would. have been tried—safe in
the power of backing out, if the obstacles in
the way seemed too great to encounter ; but
the timid Gregory XVI. shrank from any
change, still more from any experiment of im-
provement. The journal was proscribed.
Lawminenais set out for Rome, in hopes to free
his journal from this interdict, but the Pope
would veither see, nor hear, nor answer him !
On his return to France, he found there a Pa-
pal bull, declaring liberty of comscience to be
an absurd maxim, a delerium; liberty of the
press a fatal license, of which the Church
could not have a too .great horror. The Ab-
be discontinued his journal for the sake of
peace, but the Pope .exacted still' more—an
absolute mental sabjection to bhis decree.
This was too-much. After much hesitation,
Lammenais & the order, but protested
that it was a ition : that the Pope was

iGod. Bab this effort of submission cost hiwm

what little faith he had left in Catholicism.

fect, upon its religious aspect. Squalid. po-

quilly to pray and read the scriptures, and at

The writings whicll he subsequently publish-



