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Footsteps of Angels.
BY LONGFELLOW.

When the hours of day are numbered,
And the voices of the night

‘Wake the better soul that slumbered,
To a holy, calm delight :

Ere the evening lamps are lighted,
And, like phantoms grim and tall,

Shadows from the fitful firelight
Dance upon the parlor wall :

Then the forms of the departed
Enter at the open door,

The beloved, the true-hearted,
Come to visit me once more.

L
He, the young and strong, who cherighed,
Noble longing for the strife,
By the road-side fell and perished,
Weary with the march of life.

ThVeJ, the holy ones and weakly,

ho the cross of suffering bore,

Folded their pale hands so meekly,
Spoke with us on earth no more.

And with them the being beauteous,
Who unto my youth was given,
More than all things else to love me,

And is now a saint in heaven :

With a slow and noiseless footstep,
Comes the messenger divine,

Takes the vacant chair beside me,
Lays her gentle hand in mine.

-And she sits and gazes at me,
With those deep and tender eyes,
Like the stars, so still and saint-like,
Looking downwasd from the skies.

Uttered not, yet comprehended,
Is the Spirit’s voiceless prayer,

Soft rebukes, in blessings ended.
Breathing from her lips of air.

O, though oft depressed and lonely,
All my fears are laid aside,

If I but remember only . ‘
Such as these have lived and died.

INTRODUCTORY - SERMON.
[coNTiNUED.]

Next let us view him as our great high
You are aware my brethren, that the
priest’s office consisted of two parts, oblation
and intercession, and Oh, whet an oblation
did he offer. “ Not all the blood of beasts on
Jewish altars slain, could give the guilty con-
cience peace and take away our sins,” no we
must have a sacrifice of nobler name and
richer blood than they, neither silver nor gold
could pay the price, his own most precious
blood must pay the ransom, for ye were not
redeemed with silver and gold, but with his
own most precious hlood, as of the Lamb slain
_in the purpose and appointment of God. from
the | ; When the time
drew near that he was to be offered up, we
_ see bim sore amazed, and_very heavy, he ex-|
3 cfi__lms ““my soul is exceedingly sorrowful
Q'M unto death.” Wae, follow, him over the
ngi. dron into the garden of Gethsemape,
he {flfa upon the earth, while in his agony he
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many are opened and those dying cries bring
life to some, who, no doubt had a share in the
first resurrection—the veil of the temple is
rent, and now a way is made into the holiest
of all to heaven itself by his own blood, at
last he bows his head, and with a loud voice
cries ‘it is finished and gives up the ghost.”
My sacrifice, my God, what words are these.
*“It is finished,” the atonement is made, the
fountain is now opened in the house of David
for sin and uncleaness, the blood that cleans-
eth from all sin isshed ; the infinite propitiation
18 sufficient for the sins of the whole world.
The law is magnified and made honorable,
justice is satisfied—all the attributes and per-
fections of Jehovah have met at the cross and
are harmonized. Mercy and truth have met
together, and righteousness and peace have
kissed each other. The serpent’s head is now
indeed bruised. On his cross he triumphed
over principalities and powers, Satan and his
has to fly shrieking from the great battle field ;
but after a little he rallies, suggests to his
friends among the Sachedrim how Jesus talked
of rising again after three days, and tells them
to go to Pilate and secure his body deposited
in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. They go
—obtain a guard of Roman soldiers—seal th®
stone at the mouth of the sepulchre, and set
them to watch. But God the Father standing
at the head of the economy of redemption,
having accepted the sacrifice whereof he hath
given assurance nnto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead, at the appointed
time he seat his angels to remove the stone
from the door of the sepulchre and sat upon
it, whose countenance was like lightning and
the keepers trembled, became as dead men,
so that in the sound wovds uttered by Peter,
we may say ** blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to
his abundant mercy, hath_begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.” After his resurrection,
having for forty days from time to time showed
himself and conversed with his disciples, as he
was about to ascend, he appointed a meeting
at the Monnt of Olive, to take his farewell as
regarded his bodily presence.

He now gives them the commission as re-
corded by Mathew, *“ Go ye therefote, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, aud of .the Son, and of the tloly

whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo,
[ am with you always, even unto the end of.
the world”. Oc .as. Mark writes, *“ Go ye
into the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature, He that believeth and 1s baptized
shall be saved ; but he thatbelieveth-not shall
be condemued.”” Here then is the extent of
your commission.  All ‘nations, €very creature,
capable of receiving instruction, (I am sick:
of the Antinomian, dogma that the Gospel is
only to be preached to believers.) What is]
it you are required 1o preach? God coms
mands all men every where to repent and be-
lieve the Gospel, the glad tidings, the goud
news of salvation through Christ. --And whag
next ! That those who are taught, thatiis
who believe should be baptized, in the name
of the sacred Three. And what.is the final
result 7 They shall be isaved. . Let not any
of us by our practice réverse and pervert the
order of sound .words as.the mannerof.
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of baptism than it is, as some do, putting it
in the place of regenération by the holy spirit,
(nor.mock God by, thanking him for bavi
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of sound words, is_the believing in Christ.
We should observe it is not for *‘ the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but for the an-
swer of a good conscience,” and here I would
remark, an infant has no conscience either
good or evil, and an unregenerate man has a
bad conscience, and until his heart is sprinkled
from an evil conscience he has no right tu
profess faith in the Trinity, in whose name
we are baptized. Until he is quickened anc
raised to newness of life, he has no righgto
this ordinance, or that other vrdinance which
the I.ord hath left his church, to show forth
his death until he comes.

Having given his disciples their commission
he lifts up his hands and while blessing them,
he is carried up into heaven, a cloud receiv-
ing him out of their sight. See him ascend-
ing, leading captivity captive, and receiving
gifts for men, yea even for the rebellious also,
that the Lord God may dwell among them.
Here he performs the second part of the priests
office, within the veil at his Fathcrs right hand
where he ever lives, to make intersession for
us. Now having such a high priest over the
house of God, one touched with the feelings
of our infirmities who has.been in all points
tempted like unto us, sin oply excepted—one
who has still the bowels of a man and the heart
of God, *“let us come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may ohtain mercy and find
grace to help in time of need.”” If time would
permit we should be happy in showing from
the different parts of the holy Scriptures where
he is represented as a great king. Behold saith
God in the 2nd Psalm, ‘I have set my king
upon my holy hill of Zion,” the 45th and 72d
and several other of the Psalins, are taken up
in describing him as king, and speaking of the
glory and extent of his kingdow. The Pro-
phets dwell on the Messiah as king, Daniel
had enlarged views of him and of his king:
dom., The snirit made a special vision to
Nebuchadnezzar, of a great image inthe form
of aman—its head of gold, its arms and breast
of silver, its belly and thighs of brass, its legs
of iron, and its feet partly iron and clay,
Daniel to whom the vision was revealed, in-
terprets itto the king, Nebuchadnezzar as the
head of gold, being the representative of the
Assyrian monarch. The Medo Persian its
breast, two arms {5 genote the Medes and Per.
sians. The Greek monarchy under Alexander,
under the fizure of brass, and the Roman
which was the last universal monarchy, under
the figure of iron and clay. He then tells nsthat
the God of heayen should set up a kingdom,
represented as the stone cat outof the moun-
taip, should smite the image fthatit,should be
broken in pieces and scattered to the . four

roll on untill. it fllled the whole earth. Christ
when he made his entry into our world, was
hailed as King, the wise men from the east
led by thatmysterious star,came.to Jeruselem,

are, come ta, worship m.  Herod wag. trou-
bled and all Jerusalem, and when he bad en-
quirgd of the priests where Messiab should be
born, is dirested -to'Bethlehem; wish iwhat
joy.when the same star stood over the place
where Christ was; did 'they behold,it,. withy
what reverence and joy did: ?hw worship him,
resenting their gifis of goldand frankincense

ore Pi-|
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{rom .all othet kingdems-—other kingdoms
have their foundatiens:laid.in the blood of the

jﬂiﬂ(‘:': -the commission given, that

|sonquered, but (Christ's. kingdom is laid in,

of the conquerar—other kingdoms
in splendor. in’ meats:and drinks, Christ's
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of they saipts, show that
standeth, sure, having th
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must basten to.aclose. That
who nom'mllmmi 810 hol
sound words, and
them too, W
an orthodex greed, and 1n.a CI
in{who have neither faith in them, nor love for
them. It is not;that our intellects r

and the period is

[truth as a mere

drawing nigh, when the kingdoms under the

whole heavens shall be given unto him. Earth-
andthe kingdoms of this world shall become

the hingdoms of our God and his Christ. For-
what are we assembled here to day, but to-
carry out the prayer he taught ugy** thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is-
in heaven,”” that we by our prayers, our mu-

tual councils, our property, our talents, and

'y all shat we have and are, may extend the

Redeemer's reign at home and abroad. We

live my brethren in eventful times, God is

turning and overturning until he whose righs
it is shall reign.

The twelve hundred and sixty years of the
man of sin must soon expire. Autichrist will
ere long be destroyed by the breath of his
mouth and by the brightness of hfs coming.
They who are old and grey headed may not
live to see it, but if we hold fast the form of
sound words in faithand love which is in Christ
Jesus, we shall rejoice with the angels of God,
who rejoice when but ene sinoer is converted
to God, and how much more when as it were
a nation is born in a day. Let us, endeavour
my brethren to do our part in che great work,
when the one Lord shall be obeyed, the one
faith believed, and theone baptisms submitied
to. Let us labor that our churches should be
as the salt of the earth and the light of the
world, that our churches be living epistles of
the Lord Jesus, known and read of all men,
and you my ministering brethren, what should
yoube? If the church should be the salt of th o
earth and light of the world, surely we should
be the salt and the light of the churgh.. There
are other great and leading truths that we
should like to dwell upon, such as the sove-
reignity of God in the choice of his people.
T hat he has not left it to mere human contin~
gency—to the uncertainty of flactuating man,
steeped as he is in depravity and guilt. Christ
has not sbed his blood on an uncertainty,he~
shall see of the travail of his sotil and be sa-
tisfied. Though man may be said to be mighty
in his opposition to God and holiness, yet the
Holy Spirit is almightyito subdue and sanctify.
Nor is the free agency of man effected by-
holding the doctrines of grace in their proper
place, man is not a mere machine, In the
day of God's power he is made willing, to
say, in the béautiful language of one of Mr.
Wesley’s hymns, * Nay, but [ yield, I yield,
I can hold out no more, I sink by dying love
compelled, and own thee conqueror.” We
must not for a moment loose sight of man’s
aceountability, follow - him 'through alk his
sabterfuges, and charge his guilt hame wpon.
his conscience, as being voluntary and wilful—
direct him to apply immediately to him, who
is appointed a Prince and a Saviour, to ﬂve
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