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[For the Christian bilitor.
Lines on the Death of Louis XV. King of France.

BY REV. J. D. CASEWELL.

The mantle of the night rests on the place,

Where voluptaous sin did riot in

Profusion ; using all appliances

Of pleasure ; and excluding from the mind,

All thoughts of retribution and of death.

Now silence, robed in darkness reigns: * and

F’en the twinkling stars, seem dim with tears: for

The lamp of Life now flickers to its close.

The dying King is friendless on his couch :

His courtiers, as summer flies are fled :

Amid the gloom of death they cannnot stand, t

Nor look upon that form frightful with guilt.

What demom thoughts roll through the sinking
soul !

Pill its chambers with remembrance dire. The

Lamp, that from the window gives its light, is

Now pat out ; | telling that the King 1s dead,

Just as the clock does toll the hour of twelve,

Then flits the thoughtless mind out of its clay,

And with the lamp of life, the light of grace

Expires, that burned so leng in vain upen

The Altar of Forbearance ; now darkness

Reigns ; and, sceptered with despair makes remorse

The Spirit's Bride, from which no death will sever .

No blood of Calvary redeem. This is

Nin: black Raven! eating out the heart of

Good, and leaving man in endless woe, to

Wail in vain, Had he listened to the veice

Of Love, breathing her music throughsthe grove.

Of life, what joy had now possess’d Himt Doeds|€%¢

Virtuous, would have brightened upon ;
Memory’s page ; and fadeless flowers Wlooard
Over‘the garden dof & well-spent life.

Great God! Patron of virtuous thoughts,
And noble risings of the soul, aid me

Amid wmqum wise and good to

Grow in grace and usefulness, that like my
Blessed Lord, the soul of love, I may bless
lnkind and shew a path to Hun-'
"M at the bour of nm 10th Hoy, 1774.

t The Courtiers left the care of an o!d woman.
$ This was the signal to the Courtiers of whe King’s death’

[From the Primitive Obuel Magatine.
Religious Wonhlp in w and |’

When tbc cenw of 1851 was taken, Her
HM s Government instructed the Regis.

wnl to obtain. “ information as 1o the
ng accommol for _public religious|:
'qm}up.“ be arrar t of the Returns
in a tlbﬂbs form was confided to Mz. Horace
Maun ; und the result of his labours.is now
before us in the shape of a_thick. volume,
which has been “ presented to both Houses. of|
Parliament by command of Her Majesiy.”
We are indebted for so eatly a possession of
the volume to a kind friend, who put a copy
xgpur hands immediately after its publica-
‘% _We need not occupy valuable space by
nl on the great importance  of the
b us, but shall at once proceed
1 A,‘_ (tmng contents such information as

adge our Waﬂlduwetom

D ] | OF RELIGIOUS SECTS.
Thirty ‘communities exist in
England and W “I'be following ar-
rangement MMMumobm
wagm in! the otdm

MIM Wiy dabtis

{leyan Association.

f“l‘ Cat

Soclety of Fnends

Unitarians.

Moravians, or United Brethren.

Wesleyan Methodists: —1. Original Con-
nexion. 2, New Connexion. 3. anmve
Methodists. 4. Bible Christians. 5. Wes-
6. Independent Metho
dists. 7. Wesleyan Reformers.

Calvinistic Methodists.—1. Welsh Calvi-
nistic Methodists. 2. Countess of Hunting-
don’s Condexion.

Sandemanians, or Glassites.

New Charch.

Brethren.

Foreign.—Lutherans ; German Protestant
Reformers ; Reformed Church of the Nether-
lands ; French Protestants.

OTHER CHRISTIAN CHURCHES.

Roman Catholics ; Greek Church ; German
Catholics; Italian Reformers; Catholic and
Apostolic Church; Latter-day Saints or Mor-
mons.

Jews.

Mr. Mann has particularly noticed the “mis-
conceptions of the tenets of these bodies,”
arising from the names by which they are
known. For example, all Dissenters are by
some people called ‘‘ Methodists;''—Inde-
pendents .do not monopolize the congrega-
tional form of church government ;—and *“ few
persons know the meaning of the terms Par-
ticular, General, and Strict, applied to differ-
ent communities of Baptists.” The writer of
the Report has therefore taken great pains to
collect materials whieh have enabled him to
to the Queen, the House of Parliament,|r
and his fellowssubjects generally, correct in-
formation upon the religious opinions by which
the different sects are distinguished.

Twenty pages are occupied by an account

. of the

PROGRESS OF RELIGIOUS S8ENTIMENT.

The aborigines of our native land were Pa-
gans.
Mercury, were ranked among the gods of Bri-
taia; but the British altas of these deities,

“ besmeared with the blood of human sacri-
fice,” bore witness to a mode of worship wide-
ly different” from that of the more civilized
parts of Eurape. 'The Draids were the priests
of this religion. Of the nature of their creed
and their religious rites, comparatively little
is known. They exercised almost unlimited
power over the Britons until the year 50.

It is probable that Christianity was intro-
duced to the inbabitants of this island in the
time of the apostles. About the year 176, it
is said that Lucius, one of its kings, greally
forwarded the interests of the new faith.  ln
A. p. 303-5 many suffered under oncleuan 8
persecution, and among them, the first British
martyr, St. Alban. Under Constantine the
Great, Christian privileges were restored, and
we read of British blahops at the councils of
Arles, Nice, and Sardica.

Down to the time of Constantine, Christi-
anily had to maintain a continual struggle,
with, Roma Paganism, On the site of St,

§dnl there is said to have been a
temple of Diana, and on that of Weummater
K_, bey one, of Apollo, ., After that time, how-
ever, its progress was unresisted, although it
does net seem to have exerted any very exten-
sive i luence on the general characier of the,
Britons.

The Sazons brought their idolatry with
{them, and * Cbl‘uq ty was. e again ghe
creed of lba mmom, until q{: acrival, in

_'”

i »‘}
»
3
i !

1596, of the monk Au stine. b th

cﬂ'om of himself and bu fn{mm&% pe:
secu ed faith teﬂvcd, and, .g the ijnlm
. neqnwry al e |

rustine’s mmm the king

ummﬂ: pro mm!

‘‘ Jupiter, Apollo, Mars, Minerva, and|.

as scriptural and orthodox. ‘‘ The larger ec-
clesiastical divisions of the country were set-
tled on 8 permanent basis; for, with the ex-

ception of some changes made in the reign of
Henry VIII., and a few of very recent origin,
the presest bishoprics are the same as those
established in the Anglo-Saxon times.”” The
appointment of bishops, and the extent of their
authority in Church and State were about the
same a$ at present. Funds in support of re-
ligious worship appear to have been raised at
the first by exclusively voluntary offerings.

Afterwards, the founder of a chureh devoted
a tenth of his property to the cause of reli-
gion, and the voluntary tithe at last came to
be considered by the clergy as a right, and,

as such, began to be demanded in the middle
of the sixth century.

As to creed, the Anglo-Saxon-Charch ac-
corded in many particulars with the Church
of Rome in our day. Belief in purgatory,
and in the necessity of confession and prayers
for the dead was common ; although transub-
stantiation and clerical celibacy were staunch-
ly opposed.

The connection of the Church with the ci-
vil power in those days very much arose from
the fact that the (so called) conversion of the
king was followed, as a matter of course, by
the conversion of his subjects. When Edwin
was ‘ converted,” the prelate Paulinus had
to work hard for thirty-six successive days in
baptizing converts who simply imitated their
monarch’s example. The king, in such cir-
cumstances, naturally considered himself, and
was consldered by others, to be the ruler in

aligious _things, as well as in thiags civil.
Thel‘éfore we g’:xd him swearing at bis.corona-
tion to protect and foster Christianity: the
confirmation of bishops devolved upon him:
by his authority the church was governed:
and the payment of tithes—the baptism of
children—and the observance of the Sabbath
were enforced by his command,

“For nearly 150 years immediately follow-
ing the [Norman] Conquest,” we find an al-
most continual advance of the power of the
clergy and the holy see. The Papal authori-
ty from the reign of Henry I. to that of John
rapidly gained ground. But shortly after
there were symptoms of decline, which so in-
creased in number and promigence, that, un-
der Edward I1I., tribute to the court of Rome
was refused. Gradually the public mind was
prepared for the dawn of the Reformation.

Wycliffe, “ the embodiment of the spirit of
incipient Puritanism,” was born in 1324,

Through his preaching, his writings, and,

most of all, his translation of the Bible, a work
was accomplished, the results of which we
ourselves enjoy. His disciples, the Lollards,

amounted, in the time of Henry 1IV., to half
the populauon of the kingdom. By this mon-
arch they were much persecuted. - Sautrey,
Lord Cobham, and a long series of sufferers,

of whom the world was not worthy, extend
to the period of the Reformation, and to some
extent beyond.”  Still the opposition toRome
continued. Measures were passed by every
parliament from 1384 to 1509 to lessen Papal
influence’; so that' when Henry V1IL. began
to think of separation from the holy see, he
found vast numbers of reformers—doctrinal
and political—to fuvour tnd applaud his de-

sigus.

In 1534, the Par'iament and. Convocation
declared that the king was the supreme head
of the Churchiin England. . In 1536, the faith
of the church was wthuhtinly settled. Bap-
tism, penance, auricular confession, and be-
lief in the ‘corporeal ‘présence ‘were declared
essential fo salvation. “Jﬁﬁﬁcmon was said

matters fully. A second edition of the same
work was published in 1543 upon his own re-
sponsibility, in which certain alterations fa-
vouring the ancient doctrine. Subsequently,
to secure unity of faith, the * Law of the Six
Articles” was passed in 1539. The Articles
were, (1) the doctrine of the real presence,—
(2) the communion in one kind only,—(3)
the perpetual obligation of vows of chastity,
—(4) the utility of private masses,—(5) the
celibacy of the clergy,—(6) the necessity of
auricular confession, Whoever attempted to
controvert the article was to saffer death by
burning,—and imprisonment or death, accord-
ing to the aggravation of the case, was the
penalty of opposing any of the rest. Thus,
whatever might have been the change in the
political condition of the chureh, its doctrinal
errors remained, and were enforced by royal
authority.

Under Edward VI., the ** Law of the Six
Articles” was repealed ; and in 1553, forty-
two articles, very nearly teaching the doctrines
now held by the Church of England, were is-
sued. In order that the new belief might
spreud, bishops were required to preach four
times a year, and te ordain no clergyman who
could not preach!

Mary procured the repeal of the acts of Ed-
ward’; and about 800 persons suffered death
under her reign for their attachment to the
Protestant faith.

Elizabeth re-established what Mary had set
uside. Persecution indeed was continued,
but on different grounds.” ** In 1559 the Act
of Uniformity restored with littlé variance the
Book of Common Prayer, and made it penal
to be absent without reasenable eduse from a
church where it was used.” ' The Articles,
in their present shape and number, ‘were rati-
fied by the queen, and confirmed by act of
parliament. The’ High Commission Court
was the vehicle through which the royal ven-
geance fell on Puritan delinquents. ‘Noncon-
formists assembled ‘in -secret to Yip God
after the dictates of their cohsciesces, 'and
great numbers saffered for their idhdrebu to
what they coneeived to be Christ’s will:
of the Puritans were advocates of P abyten-
anism, but others‘maintained ‘the ‘striet inde-
pendence of each church, not of State con-
trol merely, but of the cotitrol of all other
churches. “ Similar opinions were' maintain-
ed by the Baptists, who, about ‘this period,
began‘to grow into importanée.” -

Thus matters continued through the rei
of Elizabeth and James 1. ““Upwards of 2
Roman Catholics were put to death pursuant
to various statutes,” in the Queen’s reign ;
“900 others either died in prison or were
banished, and many Nonconformists under-
went a sumlar fate.”

In the reign of Charles I. Puritanism ad-
vanced in spite of opposition. In 1641, Par-
liament abolished the Court of High Comnu-
sion, and decreed that no bishop should vote
in the House of Peers. Even Epi p
self was set aside in 1643, and the
was brought under the direction of
minster Assembly.” In 1645 the
“Directory ” was sabstituted f
book. The year before this, t!
required to take the Presbyteris
and 3,000 of them, upgn refuss
ved of their benefices. The s v,
kers was established in tln, :

Under the Protectorate of Glonwlll the,
Presbyterian power dec It was vud,p
enacted “ that noneg b to conform
to the public religion by penllﬁu or others,
wise, but that, endeavours be used . to. r

“ln

~of faith and mod
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