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TAI-PING-WONG. v

THE CHIEF OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION.

From various sources we compile the fol-
lowing account of the origin and progress of!
this wonderful revolution, which has inspired
christian hearts with such, bright hopes, and|n
which indicate the speedy fulfilment of the
promise that.a: “ nation shall be born in a
day.” 'The proper name of the insurgent
chief is said by Rev. I. J. Roberts to be Hung
Sow-Tsuen ; Tai-Ping-Wong and Tien-T¢,
and mean Prince of Peace.

In 1846, there came,to Canton a_young
man but little more. ‘Ahan twenty years old, a
native of the Hwa-hein district, which l'm
some distance north ‘of Canton. "He was
among the ‘inquirers that visited Rev. L J.
Roberts, and for several months was in eob-
stant attendance upon his instructions. A
little tract entitled ** Good Words Exhorting
the Age." had, fallen into his hands, while at-
tending a litefary examination, at Canton, ar-
rested his attention,:and led him to seek;for
the teachers. That little tract, it may yet
prove, was the unestentatious-herald of Chi-

regeneration.

(ter “remaining guh he Kluron-ry for
sevetal months, he ‘requested to be baptized
_and received into the fellowship of the Chris-
tian Church; but Mr. Roberts requested him

. :x.upe ‘\

g

o the mpcmt._ i
The very selection of the ptovmce of Quang
Ly for the first seat of the insurrection may
be enumerated among the proofs of his judi-
cious policy. ‘T'aken altogéther, it is per-
haps one of the least excessible, as it is one
of the most interesting of the divisions of Chi-
Tts general aspect is singularly pictur-
emuo and offers points of view which have
often been -delineated by Chinese painters.
Their landscapes, however, always appear
strange to European eyes, with their inacces-
sible mountains, which look as if created by|
the human imagination—the rocks having a
resemblance to gigantic animals—the rivers
falling into abysses crossed by impassable
bndgec—all these seem to us like something
belonging to the realm of fancies. But, as
in other mountainous regions, the fand for ‘the
meost pirt is barren, or forced into fertility by
the incessant toil of its inhabitants, who ac-
quire with their contests with nature, a bold
and hardy disposition of mind. Men dwell-
ing among such scenes, have in all parts of
the world been advanced to independence, so
that the forces of the most powerful: empires
have often suffered disaster and defeat from a
handful of desperate mountaineers resolved
to perish_or be free. Among the rumors of
the day, one was circulated attribiiting the
discovery of silver mines in this wild region
to the leaders of the insurrection, who were

to wait for a-season, uitil he should. farnish|thus, it is said, enabled to support their troops

clear evidence of the sincerity of his faith,
and of th»tioroughnm of his rqpcmeo.
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jéted against them, they fixed on
by 40'pursue, when their first object
shed. The vigorous old manda-
ut immediately for the province he
panded to reduce, and peremptorily
the insurgents tosurrender. They
‘bold and able proclamation; de-
Muntchous to be aliens and usur-
mantaining their own right to dis-
.. 'This was their first political
on after the death of Lin occurred,
gthened them in proportion as it

# their enemies.

- At the commencement of the next year, the
ovérnmdiit by false reports of its own victo-
set the currents of trade and indus-
flow ; but, meanwhile the insurrec-
mmg strength and, one by one,
Chinese presses began to perceive
racter of the movement. They
d it as an insurrection of robbers ;
Fnderstood it to be a war of races
~ The Tartars had impased on the
people the fashion of shaving the
» leave only a long tail from the
tand, therefore, when the rebels be-
: lwr hair grow, and to wear their
gording to the custom of their an-
Was clear that these acts—amount-
ifia to high tréason—signified an ir-
fle rupture. ‘I'he court was greatly
plis well as the commercial communi-
80 the official journal published a forg-
ment, pretending to be a confession
eebels, and a petition for mercy. "It
ed that the: leulwt stand-

sm

vertheless, acts of unusual vigor were thought
necessary, and a new, commissioner of fero-
cious charactér, was appointed to quench the
flames of revolt. This was Li, with his lieu-
tenant, whose name was: terrible throughout
the empire, and he speedily added to hns san-
guinary renown by wholesale execution, under
the sanction of ““ preventive justice.” His
victims were put to death without trial. They
were probably members of the secret societies
which ramified throughout the empire, with
the known object of dethroning the Mant
chous.

Terrible as the name of Li’s lieutenant was,
frequent as were the rumours of imperial tri-
umphs, and bloody as were the execations,
nothing daunted the insurgent armies. They
raised up a competitor to the throne, clothed
him in majestic yellow, resounded his name
through the empire, and circulated myriads
of his portraits, contrary to the Tartar law,
which prohibits subjects (rom copying the fea-
tures of their sovereign, The insurrection
was now nothing less than a civil war, and
the activity of the court was doubled. Ru-
mors had come that a Christian spirit was
alive 'in the rebel camp; that Pagodas fell,
aud idols were broken, as they advanced, and
that Tien-Te, though under a pagan tltle
was a Protestant. The mighty Mandarin Li
was therefore charged ‘to %d in suppressing
the revolt, and set out on-his expedition, after
being exasperated by various wounds to his
pride in Canton.

Meantime, however, wh:le the ** Brother of
the Moon” was walking in the imperial gar-
dens at Pekin, @ man attempted to stab him,
and was only prevented: by persons coming
suddealy - tc;‘ their master’s succor. It was
unkm) et&tb gsin was an agent|a

abgo pl .!“h “the rehtlvegi of
an dder md ‘more

tht the far-famed Commissioner|

Cf JQO‘

rency which came into the hands of the Eu-
ropean merchants. Towards the close of
1851, by means of these divisions, and through
the prestige of constant success, the insur-
gents had gained such power, that the impe-
rialists felt that their authority was shaken to
the base. On the other hand the policy of
terror was adopted, and the government, un-
able to panish” the rebels, punished inhu.
manely those who failed to defeat them.  But
the ““ Son of heaven” was compositig’ poe'tlcal
pieces, while Tien-Te was publishing mani-
festoes, inspiring his troops, and by polite
strategy, laying open a highway to the capi-
tal. ore than 700 persons had been, dur-
ing ‘the year 1851, executed as traitdrs.—
Great numbers perishied in the field, but there '
was no diminution in the mutual fury of the
beligerenis, and China continued 10 be de-
luged with incréasing bloodshed.

hen Tiéa-Te published his next’ procla-
mation, the Christian element becamie more
visible, and the influénce of the Missionaries
was very apparent. The Tartats-saw their
religion assailed as well as théir ‘dynasiy, and
were thus spurred by a double ‘impulse to
renew their exertions for defence. 'Fhirteen
thousand chosen warriors were marched into
the insurgent provinces, and dressed in red
cassocks, trimmed with white, bearing on the
heart and 'back pieces of white ‘calico; in-
scribed with. large black characters the ap-
pearance of this army was. sufficiently
tesque. The horsemen. wrapped in long lne
robes, look more like Turkish. women than
aoldlers and the standard-bearers, holding
aloft their. plmod dragens, added to the dra-
to the military effect. Toméer
this tm e rebels asgentibled:in
moderate force, and an"encounter togk phce
near to Kiang-Kiang river, in Kuan
The banners were planted; the drummen‘_
formed alarge circle round ‘them ;' the regi-
ments deployed under cover, and a signal was
given to attack the enemy in flank.

The imperial troops ‘rushed forward with
horrible shouts, while the gongs were struck,
so as 10 produce a storm of metallic sonnd
The insurgents feebly defended their position,
movmg from point to point, with their assail-
ants in pursuit, until they planted themselves
behind huge bamboo thickets, into which the
imperialists were decoyed. Then the tactics
of the enemy were displayed. From the hills
on every side they swarmed down, with up-
wards of sixty guns ; the Mantchous tried in
vain to retreat, and great nuimbers ‘were put
to the sword. Many joined the rebels, and
not more than one half of ithe :mpenahsta re-
turned to their camp.

At the next battle the Tartar.general sought
to tetrieve this disaster by a notable strata-
gem worthy of Homeric times. 'Four: thou-
sand buffaloes were fastened together, and
torches were fixed to their horns. A trogp

of four thousand men were appointed to ¢
duct them; but the ememy received mte’l A
gence of the plan, and apened a passagé'for
the infuriated herd, as it came trampling and-
plunging along, casting a splendid  light
around, by the aid of which the rebels dis-
covered all the movements of théir enemy,
and were enabled to effect a prodigious car-
nage. This bright idea of ‘Sui caused a loss
of more than two thousand lives.

The Pretender’s army pow. commanded all
that quarter of the empire, . He himself, with
luge force, was strunglv entrenched on a
mountain, near the Koneis Lin. The impe-
rial envoy sent ‘him' an ‘embavsy, proposing
terms of ‘peace, but Tiea-Te, surrounded by
rqyd pomp, declared that. be would not

i‘ ar ulurper, who _was F‘x‘
» he advised to leave the coun~
try, tliit’ﬁeh race might posséss its own, and

m%hbdo&ﬁuk ‘Coins were struck

: e
of Kuan-Tuang, cut a hostile army to Bisges,!Lis nams, and were now miged. with the. “‘dmtm%he

trénquility be thus restored: iShortly: after
he descended: upon the plaiug, and, his legions
imperialists, inflicted, on them, 5



