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[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.) 
T 

——— 

Dgar Brorusr Tromson,—J read with 
deep interest, in a late namber of the Chris- 
tian Visitor, your reply to a Correspondent, 
who asked <= 1¢ Pasting’ a Christian duty” 

ard 1 'feel convinced that ay doubts that may 
have existed on that point, must have been 
removed by your clear and cegent reasoning. 

There is another point, upon which there 

is some difference of opinion, which may be 

set to rest by ‘your answer to the following 

question, “viz. : —*“ Is Baptism necessary to 
salvation 1 
ETT Yours, very respectfully, 
hei) A ConsTANT READER. 

St John, Feb. 13th, 1854. 

Reply-To “ A Constant Reader.” 

"That Barris is a Divine command’ (Mate. 

xgyiii. 19, 20), no one wil! ‘deny, dnd that 

those who professed faith in Christ were bap- 

tized upon that, confession is plain from the 
Acts of the Apostles.. The Head of the 

Church says—*‘ [f ye love me keep my com- 

mandments,” —(Johin xiv. 15). Now if a 

child should profess to love a Parent, ard 

obey him in eleven things and disobey in the 

twelfth command, could we call such an obe- 

dient child? If Christ has coupled faith and 
baptism in the religious profession, ought we 
separate them? Hear the infallible word— 
‘“ He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” ‘We call the attention of “A Con. 

stant Reader’ toa few Scriptures whi¢h point 
out the design of Baptism :— (Romans vi. 3; 

Col. ii. 11-13; 1 Peter iii. 21, 22;) upon 
this latter Scripture we transcribe the follow- 

ing article from Wahl’s Lexicon of the New 
Testament, translated by Dr. Robinson, and 
printed at Andover, 1825 :— 

« Boptism in which is implied the profes- 
sion of a conscience tranquil towards God 
through (or on account of ) the resurrection of 
Christ ;'spoken’probably in reference to the 
practice of the ancient church, in which the 
person about to receive baptism was interro- 
gated in respect to his belief, &c., something 
iniAhis manner : ‘ Do. you renounce all your 
former vicious dispositions and conduct, and 
devote yourself to the service of God through 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us?” See 
Justin Mart. Apol. II. 61 with’ Acts viii. 37.” 

May God grant that we may all sincerely 
endeavour to please our Lord and benefit the 
souls of men ; to this end, let the connection 

of his death and resurrection wilh our state 

and prospects, as represented in our baptism, 
be engraven on our hearts! Let it produce 
on our whole character an abiding—sactify- 
ing, and powerful influence! ” 

R. T'uomsony; A. M. 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR] 

Dorchester, January 28th, 1854. 

Messrs. Epitors,—I have read with care 
and attenton the various pieces headed ‘* Spi- 
rit Rappings,” which have appeared in your 
valuable paper, and I have become fully con- 
vinced by the well-authenticated statements, 
that such operations upon inanimate substan- 
ces as have been repeatedly described have 
been performed; but as lo the agency or 
power by which they have been performed, I 
have seen nothing se -satisfactory in all the 
explanatory compositions which have flooded 
our Provincial papers, as a few simple state- 
ments in Dr. Coles’ Yrs +04 of Health.” 
Wodsr the head of ‘“ Psychology’ 
“ 

of haunted houses in past times, have in some 
cases been traced to some peculiar influences 
coming from the ‘presence of certain indivi 

thout person ym, have been move 

uals. Some times tables and rho articles 

w I can- 

‘nection between mind and mind is at once 

hology” he says— 
e marvellous knockings and other noises 
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all thé articles of furniture’ which her gar: 

ments touch are displaced of overthrdvn. At 

that ' moment many persons ‘have felt by com- 

ing in contact with her a true electri¢ shock. 

She is effected by jerks, unusual movements, 
and a ‘kind of trembling, which seemsto com- 
municate itself to’ the hand which touches 
her.” f 
Thus, it appears evident, that the electrici- 

tv of animate objects does effect animate and 

inanimate objects when there is no material 
connection, « But how are the ‘‘ manifesta- 
tions of intelligence” to be accounted for? 1 
would ask the many inquirers upon this sub- 

ject, if whatever effects the body does not ef- 
fect the mind? and if so, the problem is at 
once solved—for the electricity of the air (as 
already proved,) connects the electricity of 
bodies ; and the body being connected to the 
mind or brain by the nervous system, a con- 

EL) 
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accounted for, perfectly agreeing with the 
statements made by the Rev. Mr. Rand, which 
you published in ycar yaper some months ago, 
he said, (if I yecollect aright), * from experi 
ments which he had seen tried, that nothing 
save what one or more of the persons present 
knew or thought could be told correctly by 
the spirits,” Then, how absurd is the idea 
that the spirits of the departed have any thing 
to do with the manifestations given by the 
rapping tables, is it not evident that all the 
spirits who have any thing to do with the spi- 
rit rappings, are the spirits of those who are 
in a manner practising fraud upon themselves. 

Tromas WILLARD. 

t 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.] 

Rev. 8S. Robinson's Address at the Annual 
Meeting cf the Seamens’ Friend Society. 

Ladies and Gentlemen.—Mr. President— 

An agency has been called into existence 
in the last three centuries, which is exerting 

a great influence upon the destiny of the 
world. It bas arisen to power, and all men 
delight to honour it. Tt is a monarch with an 
empire larger than that over which any po- 
tentate ever reigned. Without a throne or 
sceptre,its power is everywhere acknowledged. 
Kings and Princes hasten to do it honour— 
Parliament make laws at its bidding—T hat 
power is Modern Commerce. Three fifths of 
the eartk’s surface is covered with water, 
while the remaining two fifths lie in the shape 
of two vast continents, and of immense isles. 

Between these, the great deep is a broad high- 
way, and commerce, with her ships, is the 
only system of inter-communicalion. 

Without commerce, neither science or art, 
neither civilization or religion, could spread 
beyond the boundaries of the land of their 
birth. Commerce has the only created arm 
that can reach round the globe. It has bro- 
ken down walls of seperation between the na- 
tions, and brought together ‘in one universal 
brotherhood, all the human family. 

Great Britain is one of the greatest com- 
mercial nations in the world, or that ever was 
in the world. She commands almost all the 
seas in the world. Passing up the Meditér- 
ranean, she looks out on you from her Giber- 
alter. If you go round to India, she frowns 
from the Cape of Good Hope on you. She 
has her strong-holds in North America and 
the West Indies ; and is now taking up posi- 
tions in the Pacific ocean. 

Modern Commerce is powerful, po States- 
man could oppose it any time without falling 
before its influence. In the discovery: of 
steam it has pressed into its service, nedrly 
all the agencies of nature, and it wields them 
with all the certainty of science, and all the 
efficacy of experience. This great power, if 
not converted to God, is CA lsod to de 
much harm. It has been converted into a 
war-waging spirit ;——most of the wars which 

: 

dred years, have arisen out of commeréial 
questions. ect rid 1 

meeof. the seu Will bo converted to. tim." 
'he ships 'of Tarshish first to bring their 

and they? lV ‘th rv we 
God. Within {he last half century especially, 
her ships have wafted the Missionary of the 
Cross with the true Gospel of Christ, andiwith 
the elements of true Christian civilization to 

{almost every part of the'earth. 

opened, almost innumerable” blessings have 
been spread over the world. 

has beem carried on, has been lamentably ne- 
glected.~ While we have-been-tabouring: tof 

—while we have been labouring for the sup- 
pression of intemperance at home and abroad 
—while great efforts have been made to put 
an end to the shameful traffic in human blood, 

doing for the poor neglected sailor, to whom 
we owe so much ? 

providing a home for that brave, but homeless 
class of men. 
which has attended our efforts and in the pros- 
pects which now lie before us. 
when we look around on this platform upon 

clude it must go on and prosper. 
you, Sit, for its President, these gentlemen for 
its Vice-presidents and Directors, we' feel 
sure the society must have the confidence of 
the community with such men. 

ging to have both wind and tide against us; 
but, Sir, we have had them both with us since 
the formation of this society. 

business men and the Pastors of our Churches, 
it must, with God’s blessing, go on and pros- 
per. 

has has not lost a friend” and felt deeply the 
separation from associates with whom the 
merry hours of childhood were passed, ere the 
dust of earth had tarnished the gorgeous imag- 
ry of early romance. 
faces that looked kindly on us, and voices that 
mingled with our own in ‘‘ converse sweet :” 

Py 

‘ 

of the soul,” yet amongst the feelings of onr}’ 
nature there are none so pure, and no ties], 
more tender than those which 'unité'the do- 
mestic circle in the endearing bonds of social 
affection. 
the world,” iow pleasing a ‘retreat is" the 

love ** an unbroken band,” we can’'enjoy all 
the felicity attending the ‘mutual interchange 
of ¢onfidence and esteem. But, alas! for the 

sickness ‘enters our earthly elysium and‘lays 

i 

have cursed the world for the last three hun} 

bod! [FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR] 

the name of ‘the Lord out| Dear Epirons,~By giving the within a 
place in the *' Christian Visitor,” you will 
oblige-a warm friend to your valuable yaper, 
and perhaps it. will be entertaining to many 
of its readers >=" 1 be 

Jehovah and Baal—A Historical Curiosity. 
In'V788, a Clergyman, who ‘wis Viear of a 

Patish in Shrewsbury, England,” ordered the 
removal of a picture of the Crucifixion which 
had Tong been suspended in his Church, and 
which he bélieved was regarded by some ‘48 
an object of worship. On the day following 
its removal, the Roman Catholic Priest issued 
the following lampoon, which was circalated 
over the whole town :— . : 

r to 

In many in¢ 
tances, throngh'the channel$'which she has 

The mariner, through whom this commerce 

end the Gospel and the Bible to the heathen 

“ The Parsop’s the man, 
Let him say what he can, 
Will for gaiu leave his God in the 
Could Isgariot. do more, 
Had it been in his power, 
Than to tura his Eord oat of the Chureh 1” 

It may easily be supposed, that on one’ part 
of the edmmunity ‘this would have its effect; 
but the worthy Vicar soon gave ‘evidence that 
he possessed wit ‘as well’ as His neighbor, for 
he immediately replied : — 

“The Lord [ adore 
Is mighty in power, 
The only one living and true; 
But that Lord of yours, 
That I turned out of doors, 
Had about as much knowledge as you. 
But since you bemoan 
This God of your own, 
Cheer up by disconsolate brother; 
Though it seems very odd, 
Still if this be your God, 
Mr. Burkley® can make you another.” . 

'l 

he demon sin of slavery— What have we been 
lurch: + 

We now begin to feel the importance of] 

We rejoice in the success 

Why, Sir, 

he officers of this noble society, we ‘must con- 
Having 

It is said by mariners, that it is discoura- 

With such sympathy from our principle 

* A celebrated Painter in Shrewsbury. 

FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 
[ - ] [FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.] 

Sundered Ties 

“0 the tender ties, 
Close twisted with the fibres of the heart: 
Which broken, break them, and drain of the 
Soul of human joy, making it pain to live.” 

Harvey, Albert Co., Feb. 2, 1854. 
Dear Breruren,—I baptized two more at 

Salmon River last Sabbath, and ‘the good 
work is still progressing. . There are. symp- 
toms for good at the Bank at present, and 
one received for Baptism at Roshea, We hope 
the cause may revive yet more and more. 
Pray for us dear brother, the prayer of faith 
will prevail. The Lord bless you in all the 
Churches of the City and throughout the Pro- 
vince. 

We may well ask with Montgomery, ‘‘ who 

Memory often recalls 

Yours truly, 

LH 
meee 

[FOR THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.] 

Cambridge, Q. C., Jan. 31, 1854, |. 
Dear. Beeruren,—I rejoice to:find that 

both in; Hampton and on the shores of this 
great Lake, that your paper is a: welcome: vi« 
sitor to the families that take it, and [ trust 
the useful knowledge it imparts, will prove a. 
great blessing to many a family, «  . 
"The call for labour is great on this Lake... 

I have no time to be idle. I beg the prayecs 
of my brethren that strength may, be given 
me, sufficient to labour in sb unportant a. 
ody , that precious souls may be converted to, 

2 Susie bod ht. 
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“ How life-like throug the mist of years, 
Each well-remembered form appears.” 

And while we owe much to Friendship, that 
‘sweetner of life” and ‘* mysterious ‘Cement | 

Marsaari, 

Amid the perplexities and cares of 

“sanctuary of home!” ‘where ‘with’those we 

uncertainty of sublumary bliss, how often 

some of our dear'ones upon a bed of languish- 
ing! With anxious solicitude we watch their 
sad decay, and those ties which knitted at the 
dawn of our existence, are drawn to a’featful 
tension, when we awake to the dread reality 
that the grave will close gver their loyed forms| . 
in youth, and our fondly ahorishps. homes be 
buried with them in the tomb. But when the 
fast farewell has been exchanged, i Taal kiss 
given, and the death-angel performs bis gom- 
mission, then those fies are sundered, ang 
bleeding, a well nigh broken’ spitit_on 
mains. How desolate then, the once happ is not 
home appears without the society of Hoe Ta a Farhily. © 

and lovely beings, whose ‘presence’ di ; 

Yours truly, 
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