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se the Serpent’s hewd.” We

[ Written for the Visitor.] |not hesitate to say, that the great body of the|Unity of God in the Trinity 'of his ‘person,|the curse that should come upon hivh, a Hides-

RUSSIA. people are much the same as were their an-{that there are three peérsens in the one Gud, ing is imglied to guilty and wretehed man.

8Y A. H. MUNRO cestors of a hundred and fifty years since.|in whose name we are Baptized. That there| Here is the fitst link in the gol#ien chain of
) ) ‘T'hat they are as ignorant, rude, and filthy as|are three which bear record in heaven. Thé[prophesy a
[conTivUED.] their forefathers. The most important change| Father, the Word, or Son and the Holy Ghost,{woman shall

Peter'smoral character no one has attempted

%0 lear ftom the charges brought against it,
¢ofor his cruelty to his son and his extreme sen-
wudlity were facts known to all, Europe. Res-
pecting the latter, many of bis eulogists say,
that it was to be attributed to thé temptations
purposely placed in his way in early life by
is sister Sophia, who did all she could to
sllare his mind from the pursuit of knowledge.
1'his may have been the case, we have no proof
of the contrary. Let it be observed, however,
that the offering of such a plea is the strongest
wvidence of the excessive character of that
dicentiousness for which no other defence
could be found. Bat it is also said in favour
of Peter that he was strictly impartial. Well,
it does appear to have been to him a matter
of total indifference in his fits of passion,
whether he knocked down a prince cr a pea-
#ant, kicked a man or a woman, or made his
own child or ‘another man’s .his victim, In
estimating the mAN, many have beeu blinded
by the renown of deeds which owed their
fame more to the novel circumstances under
which they were performed, than to their in-
trinsic merits, or the mental powers required
for their acéomplishment. hat Peter de:
signed to-do for Russia, has often been mis-
upderstood, and what he actually did has been
- till more_frquently misrepresented. When
“He attained the power of a Russian €zar, he
found himself the sole ruler of countless hordes
of barbarians, sunk in ignorance and its at-
sendant vices and mhery,' groaning beneath
the ¢ruel oppressions of 8 nobility scarcely
less debased, Did he seek to bless those
dowa trodden millions with liberty, justice
afid the incentives to individual exertion and
social elévations? Did he make one honest
effért to RA1SE his PeopLy intellectually and

that hastaken place in their condition, is not
that their dwellings are more fit for the occu-
pancy of human beings, their food less repul-
sive,Lhesr persons less disgusting or their minds
morg enlightened and less superstitious, but
that the taxes are heavier and the levy for the
army more frequent and severe. What won-
der then that they regard modern_ inovations
as a curse, and fondly hope for the day and
the man that shall restore to ** Old Muscovy”
her prestiue glories |

Introductory Sermon.

The following sermon was preached before
the Western Association, in Fredericton,Sept.
4, 1854, by the Rev. Thomas Magee, and we
publish it in the Visitor by the request of the
Body. Those who love plain spoken, gospel
truth will feel interested in perusing this dis-
course :—

IL. Tim., I, 13.—+¢¢Hold fast the form of gound
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and
love which is in Christ Jesus.”

Timothy, to whom this Epistle was address-
ed, was a native of Lystria, a city of Lycaonia
in lesser Asia. We perceive in his case the
advantages of an early religious education.
Thaugh his father was a Greek, yet bis mo-
thér Eunice and his .grandmother Lois were
Jewessess of excellent character. The pioas
care they took of his education had its desired
success.” From a child he had known the
Holy Scriptares. When Paul came into
these parts again he had the satisfaction to
find that not only Timothy continued stead
fast in the faith, but was in great esteem with
the ‘Churches of Lystria and Iconiom, for his
distinguished piety and-zeal. The discovery

moraily? No, but he gave them fleets and|of so excellent a temper promised fair for emi-

armies, and made himeelf Admiral of the
fleets, and 'Generdl of the armies. He_ also
made his people build him a City, where a
City ‘never should have been, snd where he
determined to have one simply to incréase his
revenue, and toadd te his palitical importance.
Great ie the egotism of Kings, especially des-
sﬁ‘c ones, “‘{am'th‘e Government” said Louis
16 J4th.  “I am the Empire” said Napo-
leon. Was Peter more wodest than these,
‘and did he seek his peoples prosperity mare
#incerely and disinterestedly ! If so 1t is
i8 0 called improvements

‘wnfortunate that all hj

centered it himeelf, and tended more to pro-
niote the aggrandisement of himself and his
uéeéssors, than to advance the real interests

na gi;n;" Milton represents his fallen
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nent usefulness, and would not fail to recom-
mend him to the Apostle’s regard, who, from
that time, seems to have fixed upon him as
his éompanion and assistant in labours. He
appears to have been to Paul what John was
to. Christ, the most beloved of his assistants.
Seeing him. worthy, be aid his hands upon
him, by which the Holy Spirit, in its miracu-

lous inflaences, was given him, and doubtless

he was present anid assisted when the hands

(of the Presbytery were laid upon him, when

he was ordained and formally set apart for the
work of the Ministry, Pauf couples him with
himself in several epistles which he wrote to
the Churehés—calls him his beloved Son, and
says.on one occasion that, he had no man like
minded. . Surely Timothy was highly favored,
he had no need to go to College when he had
such a preceptor, who was brought up at the
feet of Gamaliel, and who' wasd not a whit be-
fhind the very chief of the Apostles.

[« A& large portion: of the two Epistles which
were written _to. him : was, taken up with in-
structions how he should behave himself in
the Church, and givé full proof of the Minis-
ty, so that his prefiting ‘may appear unto all.
In the text we have selecied, he eharged him
e hold- fast the form of sound wurds 'which
be had heard of him in faith and love which
18 in Christ Jesus.

Haviog now the volume.of iaspiration com-

for what change' has taken place in the Rus-

pleted, and appealing to the Bible and the! Bi-
as the ‘dﬂ“m ;ﬁ.?fﬂcqlms. We,
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Chriat Jesu | our - pubject, wie | D! s
uld select a few of the leading truths which|and t

and these three are one. It has not pleased
Him to reveal the mode or manner of the
Divine existence, for with our limited capaci-
ties we could not comprehend him, nor can
we comprehend the mode of our own existence,
how a trinity of soul body and spirit is in
every one of us, and shall we not believe our
own existence, because we cannot compre-
hend it? Of what importance in the wonder-
ful scheme of salvation is the doctrine of the
‘T'rinity in the Godhead. While Jehovah the
Father stands at the head of the ecenomy of
redemption, Jehovah the Son is that great
medium through which all its blessings flaw
to us, and God the holy spirit, the great agent
by which these blessings are conveyed to his
believing people. Hold fast then my brethren
these great cardinal traths. T hat there are
fools that say thereis no God and noue but
fools say it,is a painful thought. In rightly divid-
ing the word we must give such their portions,

self in the Scriptures, He is the Omnipotent

and Omuiscient God, who in the begining cre-
ated the heavens and the earth and all the

hosts of them, that in wisdom he made them|as well as to his humanity.
all, giving to matter its different collocations|him for the great work whis his Father, as

nd ‘;“romise-—“ The seed of the

perceive in this whole transaction, how the
purposes of God bégin to be developsd. "That
as sin has reigned anto death, grice ‘should
reign through righteousness unto cternal 1ife
by Jesus Christ our Lotd. From the peried
of this first peomise types, prophesies, and
promises are given from time to time in the
form of sound words. The prophet Isaiah,
Oth. chap., saith “Unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counseller, the mighty
Jod, the everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.” Yes the seed of the Virgin was
Emanuel God with us, he thought it not robe-
ry to be equal with God, he declares that the
Father andHe are one,and that whosoever hath
seen Him hath seen the Father, and that aM
men should honor the Son as they honor the
Father, He says in Revelations, chap. 1. v. 8.
“ ] am Alpha and Omega, the begining and

proving that according as he has revealed him-|the ending,saith the Lord, which is, and which

was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”
Hold fast my dear brethren this form of sound
words. Cling to the proper Deity of Christ,
This qualified

and laws, who is every where present as the|standing at the head of the economy of re-

Owuipresent Jehovah, in whom we live and|dempti

gave him to do, the fulness of time

move and_have our being. Behold Gad|being come, behold hionow made of a woman,
malting mat lord of this loweF world, putling| made under the law, that he might redeem

state. ~ As his sovereign he gave him a law

showing him his dependence upon him as his

great Creator, and informs him of the conse-

quence should he disobey. Buat man being

in honor cootinued not. In an evil hoar he

yielded to temptation, threw of allegience to

his Sovereign, thought he would be indepen-

dent and equal to God knowing good and

evil. Thus he gave his maker the lie, suffer-

ed unbelief in the veracity of God to predomi-

nate over him—manifested. his ingratitude to
the God of his life and all his blessings. And

what was the consequence ! Alas, who cantell.

The moral image of God in which he was
created became defaced, and he that was but
little lower than the Angels, became but little
superior to demons. Ina word he became
totally depraved. His posterity partook of
his own likeness, he begat a son in his own
image, what I understand by total depravity
is setting up self in the place of God, as the
Idol, that man would have all men and things,
bow to,crown, and worship. Supreme self
love is the universal depravity of the human
family. This manifests itself in different
ways in,our world. In many it appears in
its worst furms of vice and crime. How aw-
ful, yet not more awful than true, are those
Lexpressions of the Apostle, Romans IV. 19.
By one man’s disobedience many were made
sinners; every individual of the haman family
with David has to acknowledge, 1 was shapen
in iniquity,and in sin did my mother conceive
me. But was God taken by surprise?: I speak
with. reverence. Were the purposes of him,
iwho  knew the end from the begining, (rus-
trated? No, his counsels shall stand and he will
do all his pleasure, . Bebold how atonce he
meets the dread catastrophe. ' In the cool of
the, day when the deliriuin of the guilty cal-
prits were we may suppose some what abated,
he calls them before him, they once delight-
oo b%i siomm»io .v;mgl h;:‘;;fhuttn:w
concious guilt govers them, slavish fear takes
;el?ﬁg ‘&, € ﬁ;’:ﬁgl{,lﬁ?&meﬂ once had for him,

1 would hide themselyes from
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c e daclares their awful doom
but does he leave them to sink in utter an
eternal dispair 1 Nay he turns to the serpe

ing God. The

the devil that beguiled them, and in uttering

tiskill be is utterly foiled, he fli

all things terrestrial under him, placiog him|{them that were under the law, for he becawme
in a paradise of beauty, as on a throne of{the end of the law for rightecusness unto them

that believe, but we must pass on nor wait'te
dwell on his miraculous conception, the songs
of angels at his birth, &c., the joy of old
Simeon and Anna, &c. Let us behold him
when entering upon his public ministry, he
comes to his foreruner who had been prepar-
ing the way before him, and being determined
to fulfill all righteousnegs and ratify every or
dinance of his kingdom, he demands his ‘ser-
vant John to attend to that ordinance which
he received nat from man, but from heaven,
and was baptized of him in Jordan, signifying
by it, that after having fulfilled his ministry
he should be baptized in blood, should be im-
mersed as it were in the place of the guilty,
covered with their sin and guilt,should be over
whelmed while treading the wine press of his
Father's wrath alone—should die the just for
the unjust, should enter and sanctify the grave
of his people. He declares, by his prephet
Hosea, chap. 13. v. 14. *‘ I will ransom them
from the power of the grave, I will redeem
them from death; O death, I will be thy
plague ; O grave, I .will be thy destruction,” -
In this ordinance he declares that haviag risen
from the mistyc grave, he shall rise again,
burst the barriers, lead death and hell captive
at his chariot wheels, and as sure as the head
is risen so will every member of his mistycal
body. Having come up out of the water,
Jesus prays; the heavens aré opened, the Holy
Spirit decends upon him in the form of a
dove anointing him for his three, fold office of
Prophet, Priest, and King, and a. voice from
heaven sayiog this ie juy beloved Son in whom
I am well pleased. ' Let us now view him ‘as
entering upon’ his public offiee, as a prophet,
he is led by the Spirit intothe wilderneds; he
fasts forty days preparing himself ior hig pub-
lic.ministry. Now appears a favorable time,
for that proud and hitherto too succesiul spirit. °
to try his strength, as the prince of the powey
of the air, all things seem favourable to.the
tempter—he has the second Adam pot.jn a
garden of &: auty and of plenty, but'in a wil-
érness, where after a long fast "Christ "wae
hungered, he suits his terptations to'Chi sty
circumstances, but after tryinghis nimost
vanguished
and crest fallen from the field of conflict. The




