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Ge Rlinister’s Colum, 

following sketch of the whi 
tric John Ryland : : 
“The first time le et’ 

at the house of a wholesale linen- draper in 

Cheapside,» The owner, Mr. B—=b, told 

him_ one day, gs he called upon’ him, that 1 
ey in the parlour and desired him to go in, 

and he would soon follow. At this moment 
T'did not personally kuow him, lle was sin: 

gular in_his appearance : his shoes were 
square-toed ; his wig five storied behind ; the 
sleeves of his coat were profusely large and 
open ; and the flaps of his waistcoat encroach- 

ing upon his knees, | was struck and awed 
with his figure ; but what could 1 think when, 
walking toward me, he laid hold of me by the 

collar, and shaking his fist in my face, be 

“roared out, * Young man, if you let the people 
of Surrey Chapel make you proud, I'll smite 
you to the ground !* But then, ostantly drop. 
ping bis voice, and taking me by the huad, 
made me sit down by bis side, and said, 

ed without the au-| 
dence. Unless the | thor entrusts v us with his name in 

by correspondents be editorially en- | opinions wc yp 
primar: _ all St copeideroussalves responsible for | 
‘them. 

ts are respectfally reminded that short | 
commun pa as a general thing, are more accepta- | 

ble to readers of than ong ones and that | 

a legible style of writing will save the printer time, | 
which is always valuable, and secure a correct im- 

ression. 

All Ministers of theg will send us the ad- | 
get the ** Visitor’ ct vance, for six new subscribers, will 

for one year free of charge. 

| Mutual 

The articles which have appeared in successive | 
numbers of the “Visitor,” under the heading | 
Encourage your Minister, have occupied more | 
time and space than was originally contemplated. | | 
Our esteemed brother, Jmicus, intended to con- | 
fine his remarks to three or four articles: but as 
he progressed he found the subject so expanding 
itself in his mind, that he felt that in order to do | 

it justice, it was necessary to continue it much 
“Sir, nothing can equal the folly of some 
hearers : they are like apes that hug their 
young ones to death.” He then mentioned 

two promising young ministers who had come 

to town, and been injured and spoiled by 
popular carcssings ; adding other seasonable 

longer than he at first anticipated. Three nore | 
articles will complete the course. All our read- | 
ers will agree with us when we say that the obli- | 
gations of churches to thew pastors have been 
explained and enforced by JImicus* with distin- 
guished ability and impressiven2ss.” The solemn 
relationship which exists between the pastcr and | 

and useful remarks. From this strange com- 

meuncement a peculiar intimacy ensued. We | 

were seldom a dy apart during my eigh | 
weeks cominuance in town, and the inter- | 

course was renewe: “the following year, when | 

wewere "oth in town again at the same time. | 

As the chapel was very near, and spacious, | 
he obta:ned leuve from the managers to deli- 

ver in it a course ‘o:. philosophical lectures, 
Mr. Adams, the celebrated optician, aiding 

lim in the experimental parts. The lectures 
vere on Friday mornings, at the end of which 
there was always a short sermon at the read- 

ig desk ; and the lecturer would say to his 
i endants, ¢ You have done seei ng the works 
¢ f1ae God of nature ; now go vonder, and hear 
a Jay alk of the works of the God of grace.’ 

* Once a young minister was spending the 
evening with him, and when the family were 
called «ogether for worship, he said, * Mr. —, 
vou must pray.’ ¢ Sir," said he, of cannot,’ 
He nrged him again. but in vain. * Then, 
sir, said he, * | "declare if you will not, I'l! 
a'l in the watchman.” At this time a waich- 
rman on ms round was going by, whom he 
gnew to be a he 4 pious man, (I knew him 
t00,) he opened the door, and calling him, 
suid, * Duke, Duke, come in, you are wanted 
here. - Here,’ said he, ‘isa young pastor that 
can’t pray, so you must pray for him.’ ” 

An aged American Preacher. 
A frw daysago for the first time'in my life, 

I enjoyed the pleasure of hearing a sermon 
from the celebrated Eller John Leland. — 
Passing through the village of C , [earned 
that he had arrived in the glace, and was soon 

to preach a lecture. ire 10 see the 
man who carried the mammoth cheese to 
President Jefferson, the sory of whch was 
m: tter of grave history in my earliest child- 
hood, prevailed over my previous determina- 
tion to stop but a few mements, and I gladly 
availed myself of the opportudity. | was 
much surprised to witness the vigor and elas- 
ticity of his step, the strength of his voice, 
and the vivacity of his coaversatien. He 
appeared no less gratified than myself with 
an wterview, and asked many questions rela- 
tive 10 his old acquaintances in Boston and 
elsewhere, some of whom he learned for the 
first time are numbered among the dead. In 
réplving 10 a question relative 10 one who is 
regarded as among our aged minisiers,* Oh,” 
said he, * he is nothing hut a boy.” Well, 
Father Leland, how old are you?» + Eighty 
Six : 
member the time when { was born, just as 
some people cannot remember their baptism. 
However, 1 think they te!l the trith, for 1 can 
remember almos: ( ighty-six years age.” — 
* How long since you began to preach ? 
“ Sixty-six years, and in that time 1 + 
preached about f. urteen thousand times. Some 

that is, they tell me so; for I cannot re- fan 

his flock is of diyine appointment, and consequent. | 

ly invelves respansibilities on the side of both of 
| weighty import. It is only in propertion as these | 
are understood that they will be practiced. In 
these responsibilities the pastor is quite as deeply | 
implicated us his flock, and woe be unto him if 
he fail to understand and fulfil them, 
We are authorised to state that when Amicus 

shall have finished his course on one side of this! 
unportant question, he will, at his earliest conve- | 

nience, furnish a course of articles for the “Visit- | 

or” on the other side showing the obligations which | 
rest upon ministers to encourage their churches, 
and how these obligations are to be fulfilled.— | 
We must say after Jong experience and observa- 

tion in these matters, it is our solemn convictien 

that we cannot do a better service to the cause of 

Chnst than to turn the attention of our ministers 

practical subjects in which the spiritual happiness. 
and progress of all concerned are so largely im- 
plicated. We sincerely hope that Amicus will be 
indliced to republish these articles on “ Enccur- | 
age your Minister,” in a small, cheap book adapt- | 
ed to general circulation. Such a work would | 
fi..d a place amongst the standard religions books | 
of 1he age, a1.d would doubtless have a very wide | 
diffusion. 

The question has been repeatedly asked, “who | 
is Amicus?” We answer the Rev. Chas. Mackay 
of this city. Our valued brother is intending to | 
visit Scotlend, hig pative lang, early in the sumn- |. 

mer, and to spend five or six inonths in visiting the | 
most important cities and places in Scotland, Eng- | 
land, and France. He will be in Paris at the time 

of the World's Exhibition. ‘We are happy to inform 
our readers, that he will be a regular correspon- 
dent to the “ Vigitor” curing his absence, furnish- 
ing pen and nk sketches of the leading minds of 
the old world, and giving full information on the 
many cbjects of interest that may come under his 
observation. ‘His letters, we doubt not will afford | 

a rich treat to our numerous readers as well as to 
ourselves. May God prosper his way ! 

Dr. Cumming. | 
Under the above heading, one who subscribes 

himself “ A friend of Dr. Cumming,” appears in 
the News of Monday last to defend his “friend” 
from oar anima lversions on his * friend's” view 
of the wine which our Lod miraculously produc- 
€d at the marriage of Cana in Galilee. Query. 
Who is this friend of Dr. Cumming? Is he a 
liquor dealer? Why does he not give us his 

ie? Is he afraid that if he were known by 
name, the weight of what he has said in defence 
of his “friend” would be very considerably les- 
sened ? orif he has any influence in the com- 

- | munity is he afraid to risk it in defence of his 
“ friend” Dr. Cuigming ( ! ) by giving the public 
his name? We think, we could easily, and so 
reply to his puerilities as that Dr. Cammings him- years | have averaged as many sermons as 

there are days in the year. | have become 
acquainted with eleven hundred Baptist min- 
isters, one hundred and thirty of whom have 
the christian name John.” 

Punctual us the clock to the hour appointed, 
he walked to the Méeting-house and soon 
commenced his discourse, which was listened 
to with attention, and geuerally with so- 
lemnity, although the occasional singularity 
of his language would provoke a smile. He 
spoke without i interraption or apparant weari- 
ness for an hour, io a voice of sufficient dis. 
tinctness and power to be heard with ense, 
He enjoys a remarkably green old age. His 
couptenance ‘an iadomimble expression 
of cheerfulness, good humour, and oddity, 
particularly when be is about to give utter- 

—— be. Fo was at this ‘time so 

n- | all the « * onsideration which their impor:ance may 2 

shor ot eto ee fd Co | 

self weuld be ashamed of his “friend” but we 

forbear. If Dr. Camming’s “ friend,” has read 
our pamphlet, he has read on page 33 as follows: 
“Let our opponents we say, come out; ani let 
them come out like men. Let them shew them- 
selves, as well as their opinions. Let them . give 
us the opportunity of measuring, ih some degree, 

the worth of their feelings and arguments, by the 
worth of their moral characters. We want no 
cowardly men in masks ; we want no false signa- 
tures; we want no mean dastardly dttacks; we 
want open, bold, manly. honourable warfare.— 
We want to know the men who require us tog 

be plessed to write in reply to us. All anony- 

1 own proper sighature, we shall give their 

require at our hands.” A 

| give the public their opinions. 

| editor said: #The 

‘Brunswick ; therefore, reason the same 

, must be altogether wrong. Happily, however, 

. with worse ? 

8 . at his marriage festivity—let our opponenis 

and people to a thorough consideration of t
hes” g y P prove 

| ing untill they we 

| dred gallons of infoxicating wine for the further 

| “tubject would unprejudiced men judge fo be 

J ofbin inepired 

per, pen, and words, to anything which they may : 

mous writers who may answer us- we shall treat | . 
as they deserve 10 be treated, with—silence. | 
But any, or all, who may answer us under their | 

his masked bat 
corresponden 
names! Wet 
tically that his g¢ 
of themselves of 
they would give” 3 they 

In the case of Juror No, 1, and Juror No. 2, our | 
es of ‘our ¢or nden 

we will be pleased to give any one seed 
But he does not even make this p in the 

conse of # A friend-of (Dr. Cumming,”jand “An | 
Old Inhabitant.” We now ask our editor will he 
give us the names of those two partiesprivately if 
we; send to his office for them. Let dim answer 
us. Caanres Mackay. 

The Wine at the M ge of 
Cana in oe. 

Was it fermented or intoxicating wine or was 
it net? Dr. Cummings assumes that it was ; we 
deny thatit was. More: we affira thit it sas 

{ mot. But Dp. Cummings is a very inent 
man—* admitted to be the first pieach¢rin Bri- 
tain ;” therofore, reason come, he mus{ be alto- 
gether right. The Rev. Charles M 
very obscure mai, —the minister of the (bngrega- 
tional Church, in the ‘City of Spint Jojn, New 

¥, he 

for us, it has long ago passed into a praverb, that 
“ great men are not always wise.” Atl we have 
the confidence, or vanity, or presumptiay, or any- 
thing else the reader may be pleased t term it, 
to thiuk, that, as it regards our knowledge of the 

nature and quality of the wine which our Lord 
made at the marriage of Cana in Galilbe, we are 
wiser than Dr. Camming. When ourppponents 
on this question assert, that the wine nust have 
been intoxicating wine, or else the gwernor of 
the feast would not have said, “Every nan at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; 4nd when 
men have well drunk, then that which § worse ; 

but thou hast kept thy good wine untill now” — 
they show their ignorance. What! wagit a cus- 
tom among the Jews for every bridegriom at his 
marriage to set forth good wine; and when wen 
bad well drunk, and their taste had become blunted 

by indulgence, to act the dishonourable part of 
withdrawing the good wine, and putting them off’ 

[f this was the bridegroows tustom 

it. What! was ita custom at Jewish marriages 
for the guests to continue drinking till they had 
well drunk of good wine, and then to be enter- 
tained with wine of ‘an inferior quality ti] they 
became intoxicated ? fot if they had well drunk 
of the good wine before they gut that which was 
worse ; and still continued drinking of the worse 

wine after they had well drunk of the goed wine 
it is certain that they must have continued drink- 

drunk. Was this then one 
of the customs of the Jews at their marriage fes- 
tivities ? If it was, let our opponents prove it. 

wa M 

gs intoxicating wine to those who hid well 
rank already. Does wy op] - then, contend 

| that he would ? _iBat what if it be an’ 
which some has long ‘since made, 
dame of reflecting on our Lord’s character ?— 
he greater the necessity that it should be solid- 

I can i Srbir hd Aid dig oid yl ly answered. 
nist, that it 1 Whe, 3 
been made by men co rv “for ety and learn- 
ing. What think you of the opinion of Dx. Don- 
DRIDGE—was he a Deist, or likely to use a Deist’s 
objection to any reading unless well founded ? 1 
think not: yet what does he say ? “None can 

#0 “destitute of 
agent sense as to represent Christ as displaying 
hie glory by by miraculously furnishing the company 
with wine to prolong a drunken revel.” fy 
vol. 6,.p. 154) To avoid this suppositio 

to alter the transla. Doddndge thinks it 
— pe “well drunk” te « wns SY 
ow I perfectly agree with opponent, , 

Christ, could not be the patron of druukenncss, as 
the old deists wished to show, But, then, what is 
the reply to their argument from this 

r. Srila does not deny the force of the ob- 
jection, he did, it would not avail, for 1t is 
evident “. every one, that if Christ made a plenti- 
ful supply of intoxicating wine to be administer 
ed to those who had already “well drunk,” or as 
Doddridge has it, * drank plenty the must 
necessarily have become i So fur from 
answering this objection, Mr. mb virtually 
admits it, and carries out the principle a Fae po 
ther, If the guests said he, ed. sol 
Mr. Beardsall’s “sweet, thick, syrupy, ogdt: 1 od e 
stuff)” and Christ had given them more, then he 
must have become the patron of gluttony! Again, 
I coincide with my opponent's conclusion: sach 
must have been the consequence. *; 

“What, then, shall we say. to this miracle at 
Cana? If we recall the circumstances to eur 
mind, we shall perceive that there is nothing in 
the narrative which would natarally lead to the 
inference, that inforicatin, Wd was either om 
or produced there. The 
appear to have been pisioagad for cc. Maite — 
On this occasion, owing probably toan unexpect- 
ed influx of company, consequent upon the rumor 
that our Savitur would be present at the marri- 
age, the supply of good things fell shori. There 
was a deficiency of wine. ests on these 
occasions, it must be remembered, were not per- 
manent: one party would come on one day, and 
* nother party on a second, or third, or fourth day. 
And how would this be managed ¢ Why those 
who were of the highest rank, or closest connex- 
ion among the invited guests, would arrive first, 
and it may naturally be supposed, would partake 
of ‘the best viands. It is even so with us. If a 
stranger or a relative visit us in England, do we 
not generally provide something extra -something 
better than commen ? Do we not: ‘out our 
good things first, then, when those are those 
which are worse? The greater the og 
or the higher his rank—the ell veg 
tempt to supply him with, “ good.” — 
We exhaust our resources in this ra y—and then 
how common to hear it said, whe So no stran- 
gers of you.” So it was with the Jews: so it was 
at the w-rriage feast in question. : If we. have 
good food or goud wine—or what is considered 

What ! are we to suppose that sus hlase-dduord 
cuunteuastced win ins holy presence a nariiage ¥& 

fren is en ot ou 

party that had already well drunk, of intoxicating | ail 
wine, and had, by their free induigence exhaus- | 
ted the bridegroom’s stock ; and that he began | 
the working of miracles, and manifested forth his 
glory by miraculously producing over one hun: | 

enjoyment and longer continued drinking of this 
company that had well drunk already ? Are we 
toguppose this ? Yes : say the wine-merchants, 
and the wine-drinkers. No: say the teetotalers 
and the Sons of Temperance. Which, in the 
very nature of things and on the first look at the 

right ? Those, whose craft is in danger, and the 
hope of whose gains is speedily to be gone y-and 
those whose appetite crave for wine ? or those 
who have nothing to lose in the termination of the 
liquor traffic, by law, and who have no appetite for 
wine to gratify ? Surely unprejudiced men would 
say, the latter are right; the fornger are wrong. 

But if we come to Scripture on the subject, the 
truth, is, that in the Bible we find two sets of pas- 
sages which speak of wine. The one set of pas- | as 
sages speak of wine as a blessing ; the other set 
of passages speak of wine.as a curse. The ope set 
of passages are employed to represent the rich- | zg 
ness and purity of the Gospel feast ; the other set 
of passages are employed to represent the judg- |1t 
menis of God. Of the wine ses gg one 

set of passages we are commanded not fo 
it ; of the wine spoken of in the other 
sages we are commanded, as it is the 
‘blessings to buy it. Would our Saviour, we 
ask, command by the mouth of his inspi 
vant, a certain kind of wi : 
be looked on ; and afterwards when incari 
raculously ag over a hundred gall 

own conduct practiced quite a different 
But he did not do tha. he are aad 
conduct what he commanded es te: 

BE ore ho ee 
in the common, og » defen 

wind ody the mother i Jove saith unto | 
“ They have no wine.” Our Saviour then ¢ 
the water into wine, and the ruler of the feast 
tasted of it, but knew not how it it had been pro- 
duced. Upon tasting the Ss — finding it of 
such a superior flavor and qus he became sur- 
prised, and evidently consid that the ordinary 
custom to which 4 refe in this case, 
been violated. This ruler of the was, from 
his office, some grave and permanent guest. He 
could therefore compare this wine with that which 
had been drunk at the early part of the feast, nd 
he was struck with the Camm. What does he a he? 
Publicly comment upon oi po tion front an or- 
dinary rule? Nout he's to the bride- 
groom,” evident uy coming that he and 
not the guests then preset, knew of thé circum- 
stance, “and sith Ro inion is this? It 
is usual to set before your the best wine 
first, and when that is done, then the yom but 
you have kept the best Vite lf nose? And 1 may 
ask—what was the best wine ? It yb who 
produced this wine from water, and he has 

is that us that the wine which Sense 

mbm of th 1 of the Felines his 1% mac 
HEE yp bo may fairly presume, 

i
 

“% pon and nnintoxicating 

A 
' | peared in the Courier e believe: 

from eminent medical au ort 

mspected and put in a healthy condition. We 
imagine there is a great deal for somebody to do 
in this department. 

Donation 
We are requested by Bra 

of Harvey to give publicity to t 
tice of an interesting donation 
Marshall the esteemed pastor of 
place on Thursday the 12th inst. Bes: Wever 

LT Sl ed ir 1 
the occasion, and the amc unt contributed was ex- 
clusive of salary. We are pleased to see that 
such (expressions of good will on the part of 
churches towards those who are over them in the 
Lord are becoming increasingly frequent. 

SCRCTICaves dos Aries union be. 
tween pastor and people, a 1d to cheer the Minis- 
ter’s heart amid the discouragements to which he 
— AR rao td | 

Rev. Levi MansmaLL, 
- Dear Siry— a ds and Cale- 

donia, have taken this opportunity of doing them- 
selves the pleasure of making you and your es- 
teemed family a Donation Visit, through which as 
a medium they present you this Parse containing | 
£3 13s. 2d., and other articles for domestic pur- |. 

poses amounting in all to £24 3s. 5d., a8 a me-| 
‘mento of our sincere regard and esteem] for you | 
as a faithfu! Pastor, a devoted Ch:istian, and a 
zealous minister of the Gospel of Christ. We 
would therefore, dear Sir, assure you, of our con- 
fidence and united support ever feeling to sympa- 
thise with you amidst your many trials. and afflic- 
tions, praying Almighty God to support you under 
them and restore your family to health, and make 
you abundantly useful in tarn' pg sinners to God 
we do at this time also feel to rejoice ‘with “you, 
because of what the blessed Lord is doing for sin-. 
vers, in this land. May the glorious work revive 
yet more and more, that angels may continne to 
rejoice over sinners that repent and turn to Ged! 

Signed on behalf of your frends. . 
Tamxs Brewsren. 

Reply. 
Mr Dear avn Respecten Frignps,—In ris 

ing to reply to your very kind address, I scarcely 
dare trust my feelinzs,—as all the springs of life | 
are moved within me while I look upon so mony 

* |day (Subbath,) by Rev. Thomas Saunders, 
aceordi 

note from Bro. Spurden, 
intelligence of the eon- 

d work of grace in Fred- 

Seaners, I write a few lines to say that the 
ning to_bless the zealous and 

y. At t 
were Ie 

ed for o-morTow you will be glad 
to learn that one is a Student of the Se gn. ged 

yd 5 ors gery lk boot 
Tia Teaches | drains to be mentioned that 

five of the num tee 
the Sabbath-school 

mean 
ie CHARLES. Seurpew. 

have Ey Brother White 
I am sure that 

will lift 
tit will: 

promises to 

C.8. 

is 

we Ea preger: God wm to 

i. Ba pi 

bors White's note below speaks encou- 
ragingly of the prospects at Keswick :— 

Keswick, April 16, 1855. 
Deir Brother Bill}~According to ap- 

pointment we ho ld Op, Pmrwered Macs. 
mg, the result of which is very encouraging, 
and gives us reason 10 hope for a still 
manifestation of Gods love for his 
this place. We have been 
goodly number of our sunning, § shes, 
whe come to us inthe power of gospel. 
‘We have by the grace of God so 
gathering the Church together, which +4 
in a very scattered and inactive condition. 
Backsliders are being “reclaimed, christians 
are cemforted, and strength 
faith of the I of Christ. 

converted from the error of their ways, 
and are bowing to the mild ‘seeptre of Jesus. 
Four conver were baptized yester- 

ein 
with a 

ing to the en} mode, i.e. 
r= han ps, ce Sng. their faith in wg 
rr aan more wi 

soom follow these in the same path of chris- 
uty, as there is & general religious im- 

of my dear christian friends and ; 
assembled on this interesting occasion. § 
therefore bid you all a cordial welcome, and 
the same time reciprocrate the feeling whieh 
prompted your present act of benevolenes, 
which on the part of myself and family, I’ 
you all our unfeigned thanks and more 
belie ing it to be the s result 
tian principle, which 1 do rejoice to see yr 
forth. Be assured fricnds, that it is more blessed 
to give than receive. Jf indeed you have 
any fruits 

name be all the praise. My success has depended 
, | much on your s) ies, prayers, and *to-opera- 

tion, which T not been wanting, for it i» 
an old time ret that actions speaks 
louder than words. As it regards the present 

End | ore wil pid friends, I am lost in won-| 

" The Doctor | . 
vt te ort ed 

{ors love and praise for what the Lord has done, | 

arising from my poor labours, to Ged'w | revival i 

is dcing in the conversion of poor lost and| 

upon — of the youth in this 
apm smn is ’ y the pe dy sogg 4 

Wiens 
Ags Paras ri A 

wrrhanin 

are Iabouring on 

many to righteousness shall shine as the stars for 
‘ever and ever. - The Lord grant t6 bless you all 
A aA en Se 
ead vy wero 
 “Onbehalf of myself and family. 

Levi H. Ravine 

souls, God has revived his work— | 
amidst deservea. h he has remembered 2d mercy, [see 
ho Bé it remem- | 
bered that the present is a very important ma is 

og EB ANE R—, Church of Harvey. @ 

prayeree cp-extensive with tho ivegtionsof§ os 
blessed gospel rns 
ble with our holy calling and the infinite value of | & 
priceless souls for whom the Saviour died. Dear 
friends, ¥ thst thid préSoat expreasion 

lence on your part way p 

We rejoice to know and have the blessed assur- | 
ance that those who are instrumental 1n turning | 

the sake of Christ and his toil worn ministers ¥ dos 5 

’ | | 

LI lke Meet, foe wo) 

ia ot probal 


