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When passion drives to wild excess, 
And folly wakes to shame, 

It cannot make the madness less 
To cast on heaven the blame, 

Oh, blindlj wander if thou wilt | 
And break virtue's rule, - 

But add not blasphemy to guilt, 
And doubly play the fool, 

The light that seemed to shine on high, 
An thee on to sin, 

‘Was but reflected to thine eye 
From passion’s fire within. 

And Conscience warned thee of the guide, . 
And Reason raised her voice,— 

Thou wert not forced to turn aside 
But freely mad’st the choice. 

Thy Will its false enchantment drew 
efore thy clearer sight, 

And round the RC DFER topes threw 
An angel’s robe of light. 

And thus from virtue’s peaceful way 
So far n driven, 

How ot | e ight that led astray 
Be light that shone from heaven? 

Why, reckless of its native aim, 
Should genius, throned so high, 

E’er lend the sanction of his name 
To a lie; 

If not corrupted heart 
es the no mind, 

And turns to shame the glorious art 

ought away! 
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Was light L rd from hell 
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A BACH OF HISTORIANS. 
KS for * this shot it ‘Is ken | own times. Ultimately his work swelled to 

10 utter, w restraint, violent things, | these was published in 1811, the last in 1830. 
No oie could speak well of the Bapt'sts. We | It was the labour of more than twenty years. 
have: seer already how their character was | Like his predecessor, Mr. Ivimey, has traced aspersed, their misrepresented, | the history of Baptists from an early period, 
thal Sa misjudged, a may | then noticed their rise and proceedings in this 
now add, their history abused. Upon the 
continent and in England we have had histo- 
rians. They have professed to write our his- 
tory, but with a pén of iron, te go 
Sleidan, Viscomes, Mashovius, Bayle, and 
others on Fr continent, and omer 
country, ve “kindly ‘engaged work. 

Preetriggh men we could expect no sympathy. 
Professedly the friends of truth, yet they sac- 
rificed her on the altar of ignorance, or immo- 
lated her at the shrine of bigotry. Facts 
from their pen would have been their own 
condemnation. History, truthfully writen, 
would have ex the wickedness of the |. 

dpc sdb Ap ce Tage 
justice. We ipso from, peri any 
approach to fraternization is ever manifested 
in that quarter. From the advocates of church 
establishments, be they Episcopal or Presby- 
terian, we have had but little. osit2s can- 
not ‘unite. Infant baptism presents an elc- 

nt which can link jtself, more or ith 

christian communities ; and our early bre: 
thren put it forth with | Sisson, and held 
to it with a 
and ca 

: aroused the ire 

» 

“Te kind. To supply these defects, Mr. Crosby 

it | great care, were frecly- 
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his now well-known, but partial *“ History of 
| the Puritans.” All the information which bad 
‘thus been accumulated, was placed in. his 
hands, with, the hope that he would de-justice 

{ . : ish Baptists, and render unneces- 

meagre {vithe - exwretste and 
prejudices and mistakes of the very 

recommenced bis labours, avowedly 
10 render that justice to his brethren which 
was denied them by others, Such was the 
occasion of his history. We are not review- 
ing it, but only indicating its character, and 
the place it should occupy in this department 
(of our literature. Mr. Crosby was not the 
most competent man for his uadertaking. His 
learning was neither large nor varied ; yet his 
information was considerable, and his dili- 
genee very praiseworthy. No one need ex. 

t to find the calm, philosophic, christian 
ustorian in him. His work is marked, we 
think, with great and serious defects ; some of 
ther, perhaps, inseparable from the circum- 
stances in which he was placec. His narra- 1 
tive e:nbraces the proceedings of, both sec- 
tions of Baptistg, and has a large amount of 
matter belonging to our national, rather than 
to our denominational, history. * It begins 
with the earliest nppearance of Baptists in 
this country, and closes with the third year of 
George 1. Ts value is considerable, as a de- 
pository of many facts and documents of the 
highest importance fo correct views of the 
rogress of our principles in this country, 
rein writers have not felt the pages of 
Crosby unnecessary to the man who would 
attain to anything. like an accurate acquain- 
tance with the early periods of our history. 
In this respect it is a mune, the gold of which 
[some skilful artist will work up into articles of 
worth and beauty. 
Judging the work * badly written” and 

“very scare,” the laborious Joseph Ivimey 
undertook to render the History of 
‘more attractive, and to continue it down to his 

country, and combined, with these, notices of 
many churches in most parts of the i 
In the periods over which Crosby travels, Mr. 
Ivimey gives us very little additional informa- 
tion, materials of the former are very 
freely used, and notwithstanding the badness 
of the writing, paragraph after paragraph is 
transferred to Mr. Ivimey’s pages. \e may 
fairly award to $4 gone the merit of great 
diligence, but his volumes want much which 
is requisite to render his work popular with the 
body, whilst it is marked by inaccuracies 
which detract greatly from its value. 

Dissatisfied with these eflorts, and feeling 
that the plan of illustrating the history of the 

mency to the General Baptists which they de- 
served, Mr. Adam Taylor sought to remedy 
this defect. [is work, “ The History of the 
English General Baptists,” accordingly ap- 
peared in two volumes, in 1818. inning 
with the origin of Christianity, he sketches 
their appearance in various countries till the 
Reformation. Their rise and operations in 
this country follow. He presents us with a 

ly picture of the depariure from the 
faith, and siuking of many of the churches, 
from various causes, into Ananism, to say the | 
Fac The rise rar od Connexion fol- 

view af tis eciion of the body which had 

used, and from them 
and other sources Taylor presents us 
with a rather graphic outline of the men and 
Rs i heir doctrines, heir modes of 

their discipline, their ho 

and success. Tak him asa whole, he 

nly ro H. 

‘those who have attempted it, 

‘Tcompared with those 
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gathered rich materials, but have not used 
them in the best way, Still the 
The metal only wants pressin J own, and 
casting into a better mould. e should like 

with deep and intense sympathy with the no. 
ble-minded men of ed Poti a calm 
and philosophic mind, thoroughly conversant 
with ‘the details of their history, would be 
needed. Would that such a one could be jn. 
duced to enter upon the task ! 

In. prosecuting such an enterprise the 
labour would be o01erous. 
ture of the period should be examined. In 
the works of our brethren, and ia those of 
their opponents, muzh valued information is 
hidden, whilst the national records would sup- 
ply many important defails. No man has 
yet thoroughly explored the one or examined 
the other. The mine is inviting, it is rich, 
and will amply repay the toil which may be 
expended upon it. We venture to express 
the conviction that materials exist for produc- 
ing a work which will exhibit men in advance 
of their age, and who by the loftiness of their 
principles, the calm dignity of their sufferings, 
their devotedness to truth and the Saviour, 
and their blameless and holy life, may be 

fany community in 
the world. The times demand such a work, 
our young people need it, und it would con- 
fer upon the church of Christ untold obliga- 
tions. 

The Hagd Christian. 
BY REV. D. XBLLY M, 4 

“ Whether we name thee charity, or love, 
Chief grace below, and all in all above ; 
Who seeks to praise thee, and to make thee known 
To other hearts, must have thee in their own.” 

— Cowper. 

It is an unfavourable symptom of the spi- 
rit and temper of the times that a name has 
lately come into general use as descriptive of 
a certain class of persons of the hard Chris- 
tians.” Whatever. may have been thought of 
the professors of serious godliness in the last 
age, whatever stigmas may have been thrown 
upon them, they certainly were not known as 
“hard men.” On the contrary, an ever- 
tenderness, a too-easy credulity, a too-confid- 
ing simplicity, and a liability to be imposed 
on, often provoked a smile at their expense, 
But certainly these are not the characteristics 
of many in the religious world at the present 
day. A marked change seems to have pas. 
sed on them. Whatever this be owing to, 
whether to the reproach of singularity, which 
once attached to a profession of religion, hav- 
ing in a great degree passed away, insomuch 
that religion may now be said to be almost 
the fashion ; to the great increase in the num- 
ber of * serious people,” and to the consequent 
greater inducement to join a party including 
so many of the rich, and intelligent, and in- 
fluential, from self-interested motives ; what- 
ever be the cause, certain it is that you now 
not unfrequently find, among the professors 
of religion, qualities which enable them to foil 
the cleverest, the most astute of the worldly- 
minded, with their own weapons. Hence 
has originated the seemingly self-contradictory 
epithet of “ hard Christians.” In such a cha- 
racter we find perhaps many qualities which 
we cannot but admire and commend—truth, 
zeal, probity, soundness of doctrinal views, 
industry, untiring devotion to duty. The 
Roman stoic himself could not be more rigo- 
rous and self-sacrificing. ; 
Spch a one may be, no doubt, a useful 

auxiliary to any public case ; for he commonly 
attaches himself to some object of public in- 
terest, and devotes his tine, talents, and ener- 
gies to this with a zeal and persaverance which 
never slackens. He is one that does hot | 

end. He seems to have discarded all 
the softness and amenities of the Christian 
from his code. Thro’ a perverted taste, it 
seems to be his ambition to form himself on 
the model of the hard, astute man of the world. 

| Ch ot e feeling, in the ordinary ac 

suc 

the term, he repudiates, and 
pu bv ny himself on his or ope. to 

: a one may have much 
serpent ; ho has little of; of the wisdom of the 

remain, | 

to see sqpe one do for us what Dr, Price has 
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oth. . Ov Cun avau, oven cursorily, the 

epistles of St. Paul, without being impressed 
with the conviction that he was the kindest, 
thé mest amiable, and tender-hearted, and 
sympathising of men ? 
And 1s it not the same qualities we should 

look to find in every true disciple af the Sa- 
viour? We admire and applaud zeal, and 
activity, and integrity of life, #hd devotion to 
duty ; but if these be the only qualities one 
can boast, how many of the most beautiful 
and attractive virtues of the Christian charac- 
ter do we miss | how many of those qualities 
which bina him closest to our heart! Ah! 
who can speak the secret, resistless power of 
true tenderness of spirit ? of the melting eye, 
of the persuasive accents, and all those other 
indications of what is termed ** genuine good- 
nature 2” O the charm of that frankness of 
manner, ani of that manly simplicity which 
put you at once at your ease : of the real un- 
affected humility that disarms you of every 
Jealous or distrustful feeling ; of that free and 
unrestrained communicativencss which makes 
you see the breast like a transparency, and 
invi‘es the fullest confidence, so that you ua- 
bosom your secret thoughts, your anxieties, 
your griefs, your fears and apprehensions, as 
you would to the fondest brother! Ah! the 
sweetness of that sympathy which they only 
can exercise who have themsclves felt the an- 
guish or’ the ** wounded spirit ;”" ‘who, having 
mourned in secret, and wept and repented 
themselves, and having been forgiven ¢ the 
debt of ten thousand 1alents,” have learned 
to forgive the debt of * the hundred pence,” 
and to look with pity and tenderness upon all. 
O the secret charm of that gentle, confiding, 

your foibles, or which, if it reproves, reproves 
praise | so gently, so kindly and good-nawredly, (the | 

look and the manner healing the wounds 
which the words may inflict) that you exclain 
with the psalmist, “ Let the righteous smite 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall 
not break my head.” How admirable that 
spirit, found in some who seem to live and 
move in an stmosphere of charity, who are 
ever prompt to pat the best construction upon 
the motivesgand actions of othegg, who willing- 
ly listen to unkind observations, who, if they 
are not able to speak well of one, will say 
nothing—the true peace-makers! Surely, it 

i- | is one of a spirit like this whose life and con- 
duct best accord with the Scriptural delinea- 
tion of the true Christian. This is the indi- 
vidual who invites your confideace, who wins 
your You AY Aopined and admire 

you stand aloof irom thém : thiss 

; you seek his counsel, his prefer his_society 
sim Te prayers; and when he is gone 

among us his name is embalmed in the 
) grateful memory of survivors. When others 
quit the scene, you may join, indeed, the ha, or ug ot Benak them, and in rais- 

lid monument to thengy; but this 
grave you go in secret to weep 

icits the fervid exclamation 
ook upon his like again.” — 

playful manoer, which can smile you out of | . 

embrance of whom causes the’ 


