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astronomy
‘of the grandenr-
to extend our views of
range of its m far beyond ‘what
forther a,uoouhlhnmnpnod When we
take a lewsurely survey of the globc ouwhibh
and consider the enormous masses
and islands, the gquantity of

Some of them lure bcen reckoned by as-
tronomy to be even much Jarger thanthe sun.
The star Lyra, for éxample, is supposed, by
Sir. W, Herschel, to (lg) miles in
g}al‘:cter, or thir

e sun ; and, cubic
will . be ° Mﬂ 878
I'miles, that is, moré than’ fif;
times lavger than thé sun.’
such exceedsnil caleulation. “Sir "W,
Hersehdl perceived in that portion of the
milky-way which lies ;pear the constellation
Oriom, no less tban 50.000 stars _Jarge,
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as many ) whmh wmﬂd be secn only. now’

Tind’ then By faint glimpses. It has been
reckoned tl!a!noaﬂy a hundred millions of
stars lie within the range of our ‘t€lescopes.
And if we suppose, as we  justly ‘may, that
each of these suns has a hundred worlds con-
neeted with ity there will be found ten thon-
sand willions of worlds in that portion of the
universe which ¢omes within the range of hu-
man observation, besides those which lie gon-
cealed from mortal eyes in the unexplored
regions of space, which may as far exceed
all that are ‘visible, as the waters in the
' caverns of the ocean excecd in magnitude a
'smglc particle of vapour!

Of such ‘numbers afid magnitude we can
fortmino ‘adequate eoncéption. The mind is
bewildered, confounded, end uterly over-
whélmed when it attempts-to grasp the mag-
nitude of the universe, or to form an ld:a
{of the emnipdient energy . which brought it
into existence. The amplitude: of the scale

constructed tends likewise to elevate our.con-

ceptions of the grandcui of the Deity. , Be-

tween cvery one of the planet trer bodies there
li

o
universe—that one g’pcbe a thousand . times
larger than the earth, is flying through the re<
at'the rate of thiity thous
rsand miles an' hour, another'at the rate of
seventy thousand, another at a hundred thou-
sand ;iniles afl hodr, and that - millions:of

wighty ‘worlds ave thus traversing the illimit-
able spages -of the, firmament—ecan we. tefrain
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mighty “operatians of Jehovah ? Who can
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Loxpéx, Jan. 19, 1
‘T delayed writing by the Tast Mdil in 56

company withali the world amnd mé here,
Lcenfidently expeeted to hear that a great as-
sault had been made upon Sebastopol, and |
no less confidently anticipated suecess in the
event of itsbeing made.  Howewer, it has not
been done, ana the stroughold still .defies our
endeavours. Yet, as you of cousse know,
every day now ddds to g’re strength of the be-
sieging army; a thousand resvurces of selence
are mentioned, as decided upon for their use ;
and while we congratulate ourselves upon
‘hearing that a Railroad will be'made to the
Camp, we are suddenly astonished to find
that 'Fclcgrnphlc wireg will be lald down along
the sea-bottom between Balaklava and Varna,
so as to keep up incessant communication with
home ; that balloons will be sent up over the
city to reconnoitre ; and that clectric lights
will be made use of to disclose the walls of the
city by night, tothe belcaguering foes. Then
the steam gun which sends its constant stream
of ponderous shot from an incredible distance;
and the ‘wrought iron gun, which can be
made to hurl a ball of a ton weight three
miles 3 and the gun with the expansive ball ;
all these by turns attract attention, and dmw
out the conversatiopal powers of thousands.
The English*peopl just now seem highly
indignant at the pro-Russian feelmgs of the
Asmericans. _Anartigle in the Tim es increas-
cd their feelings . of  indignation. . The. wu: -

trated Wcux and_other
subject, ﬂ{l  some pomtas d;et?{ﬁy of lho

feeling, w dq others rmled at the universal
Yankee nation. It is cerm a lamentable
fact, that now during Er dys severe strug- |
fle “with a “powenul | oe, ‘ehe should ‘e

ke part “with Russia in their' feelings.
s who know:most of the United ' States,
however, understand the real state of feelin
among the respectable people there, and
not care for the rabid pro-ﬂ-gummam

few pew

M (u great dea) of ﬂ‘s
tention herc, or rather was, for s.nce. the wore |
exciting period of the war, thc people seem
to-care little for anythmg elsc. While the

L

‘topol, it has not amuch time to spare’ to fight
with Tntemperance. Taking these circum-
stances into consideration, the comparatively
slow p ress of the Temperance movemeont
will not. the friends of the dause,
but they will rather be eheéred by the' thought
that there is any progréssatall.. Forin a fime
of war the smullest advance of a great moral
reform like this, is a matter of umgrp,whtwn
You hnvc heard of coupse of  the triumphant
lecturing - tour which the . great. Gough has
lately-mnde through the country.: ¢ Youlave
seenyand if you have read his’'speeches, y

must have felt doubly eertald, that there'

failure in’ that* marvellous | Vs “or won-
‘drous elgquenoe, which so affec is_hearers.:
jmore dghgimd with

Wﬁhﬁ‘; him for.acoun-

;qym Th.uudwl have hadvof | 10

ghy -state that he “is to A’ubulﬁn.

b vy -ﬂo&uaﬂnd ﬁmat_tieﬂiuﬂoaé
lately publis ed ” 'li
21 Ms LY ”“ : .4
8 88 ation of it
d here.. Its’ object s to|are

' beaten at the end
It also shows, that even now,
her condition is by 16 meats enviable. Of]
course it i very desirable thgt-this should be
the-hmhtuhnbnt be 80 orf netone is
Mﬁm’ however is certain,

1 with nothmg else,as hes stands in that pulpit—

rmfn flesh and L1ho8 “‘triiing * dgdinst her, | it

. - RoxE, Jan) 4th, 1855
Mz. Evsror,—Since 1 last wrote you, the

pear of Grace ‘e andred and fifty-§
bur, ‘with its pl‘e&b:::md gaieties, its trou-

bles and disappointments, hs passed away,
and wc have secir the advent of a new year.

counts of t rress of the Easu..m war
and of fhe seige o Sbba*opol the' 'pfmc:pa}

b’ectof converSation in Rome, since the
ecmber, has: Been the
Immaculglc_congapon’ .As |
ave of course secn accounts of this

ogma in the English papers, 1 will say no-
thing more about it.

Looking over my jowrnal for the past two
weeks, the first thing [ sec of any importance
is an account of the eelebration of Christmas.
The ceremonies of that day were very pomp-
ous and magnificent, more 50 than anything
of the kmd% had previously scen, and very
different, 1 should | imagine, from the scenes
which attended the birth of that Being whom
they are intended to honour.

The churches of Rome are very numerous,’
and ‘more than three hundred in number. —
The prmclpal of these are styled BLSIIIC:\.S,
of which therc are seven. They take this
name from the fact that when the Romans
turned: from Paganism to Christianity, the
Basilicas or Courts of Justice were esteemed
so fit for Christian service, that they ewere
turned into Churches, which since that time
have retained pot only their shape but also
their ancient name,

The largest and most magnificent place of
worship in existcnce is the church of St.
Peter’s.  The present building is not the osi-
ginal Basilica which stood here.  When Con-
stantine was fitst converted to Christianity,
be began to build a chureh over the spot
where 8t. Peter was believed to have becn
buried,- At its conclusion it was universally
admired; and remained for several ctnturies,
e | tilone of \the Popes conceived . the idea- of
erecting & shrine for the holy relics of St
Peter ﬁuch should surpass anything cise ,of
'the kind"in the word, The present structure
was theréfore begun, and continued. under}:
‘successive Popes, tl!l at the end of 150 years
wits filished.”“Many  different’ architects
were employed ‘upon it, and among their
number were Raphael’ and> Michael | ngelo.
‘The magnificent dome the glory of St. Pmr’s,
was the production of ;thé genius -of Michae! |

a | Angelo, who-lived long enough 16 ”ﬂjc

ftm

rpiece of mw ted
- o:?g ‘were sdh::d' through-
out Europe. _ But the principal, means em-

gloycd to raise money was by the salc of In-|
ulgences, whlch was carried to sp_great an
extent, as to move the mdngnatlon of Luther,
and was probably the cause of the breaking p
out of the Réformation. s dimcasions are
rwery great.  Phe length of 'the nave 1s 600
feet, exclusive~of the vestibule, and that of
the transept 450 feet. Its heigit  from - the
pavement to the. tep. of the cross over the
dome, nearly 450 fget, and the dinmeter of
the immense dome {80 feet !
Notwithstanding $his_immense size, few
igrsons visit St. Petl’s Tyr the first time i
t experiencing a f8&gling of disappointinent.
On aceount of - its exbisic symraetry and the |
u | perfect harmony of all its parts, it secms at
“no | the first 'view mueh'smaller than it really is;
and pot until ove has visited the church seve-
tal times, and has:become perfeely dcquaint-
ed .with all i1s.propestions>—not until e has
.tood beneath the mighty doma und gazed in-
profound expanse, or climbed the lofty
ﬁaueq and seen_the people. crawling like
beueuch hlm, does | ‘he get apy idea of its
vast extent. The side chapels around the
cathredal are all adorned \Vl domcs which
[would do honour to any ordinaty building, dnd
are ornamented with magnificent Mosaic co-
pids of' the finest paintings in' the worldi—|'
| Some of these: Mosaics are- of value almost |-
 priceless, and oue in particular took uwventy-

 seven in its execution, St Peter’s is
| most richly adorned.. . The floor.is.of palished
rb)e of many diffesent, kl})d!, Gold, and

precious marbles are lavished in great pqofu
sion, the vaultmg of the nave and transe
[the roofs and domes of the side chapels, th
cellm of the side arches—everything gh.ter-
gilt. The moonumentsare very fine.
L’Y&oﬂvom celebrated are by Canova.—
One is over the graves of the Stuarts the exiled
s | royal family of England, and is very beauti-
fully n.-td. ‘The othey is over the tomb
of .one of bo.hps,jd is consideted one of
his ! s the Pope at
Yes; ol

While the rest of Europe is ringing with ac-}"
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exchmvo of the base. Uunlike others of the
same description it has no | B yphs.  On
each side are two very ountains al-

ways in motion, and at the other end of the
place_rises the *‘ vast and the wond’rous”
dome of St. Peter’s.

: To be concladﬂd

The Marri

Judge Charlton in a
dress befgre the Youn
ciafion; at'Aligustay
the marriage scene’ :-—

“ I haye drawn-for you many picturcs of
death ; let wme sketch for you a brief, but
bright scene of beautiful life. It 1s the mar-
riage altar. A lovely female, c]othed in all
the frcshness of youth and ing bcauty.
leans upon the arm of hifir to wh shie has
just phighted her faith; to whom she has
just givén up herself forever. Look in her
cyes ye gloomy. philosophers; and tell me if
you dare, that there is nohappiness on- edrth.

See the trusting, the heroic devotion whieh
impels her to leave counmtry, parents, for a
comparative stranger. She has launched her
frail bark upon a wide and stormy sea ; she
has handed over happiness and doom for this
world, to unother’s keeping ; but she has
done it fearlessly, for love whxspers to her
that her chosen guardian and protector bears
a manly and a noble heart. Oh, wo to him
that forgets his oath and his manhood !

“ Her dark wing shall the raven flap,
Q’er the false-hearted,

His warm blood the wolf shall lap,
Ere life be parted.

Shame and dishonor sit
On his grave ever ;

- Blessing shall hallow |t

Never! oh, never !’

We have all read the story of the hu»bumd
who, in.a moment of basty wrath, said to her
who had but a few months bcfore united. ber
fmth to, his,—* It you are not satisfied with
my conduct, go, rétrn to your friends and to
yout Happiness’ ¢ And will you give me
back that which I ‘Brought to you ?* asked
the despairing wife. ¢ Yes,” hic replied, “all
your wealth shall'ge with you ; I covet it riot.’
¢ Alas,’ she answered, * 1 thougln not 6f my
wealtli—1 spoke of my devoted lave . can
you give that back 30 me ?* ¢ No !’ said the
anan, as, he flung himself ather feet. ¢ No |
capnot restore these ; but L will do mepe—I
will keep  them uusulhed and untained ;I
life, and in my
death ; und never agant will T forget that |
have Sworn 16" protect and "¢ %:ér ‘who

e up to meé” all she held most dear.

Did I not tell you ‘there was poetry in a
woman's logk—a woman’s word ? ' See it
here ! the mild the gentle reproof of love,
winning: back. from its harshness and . rude-
ness, the.stern and unyielding temnper of an

ry man. Ah! if creation’s fairest sex
oply knew their strongest weapons, how
many of wedlock’s fiercest battles wouldybe
unfought ; how much unhappiness and cold-
ness w ould be' avoided ™

’,';tlﬂ:é sk’etéhes

A Fragment.

The following is from a New York paper :
« This is a heartless life to lead,” said Ma-
bel Giray, as she unbanded her Iong hair, and
hrd aside herrich robe. “ It s a life one
t lead ‘were ‘theré no life beyond.
When 1 léft the heated ball roour to-night,
the holy  stars; keeping their tireless watch,

sefit a thrmvlhmugh me ;. and ‘the little pray- I

er I used to say at my mother’s Knee; came
urbidden to my. lip. There's Letty, fiow,
she’s happier than her mistress, Come bere,
child, . unbraid my hair, and un,g me that
h) mn of yours :, ,
‘Jesus 1 w.orou have taken,’
Thp.t w;ll 0, thank you ehﬂd ; mOwW you

may _go. t a aw t, voice she has ;
elther zhator m é’w&‘ m eart
mwd resi! " How the

"3‘,&%”3‘“ Lo e

10 tbeirdﬁauiluu rest, earth ‘will nm be as

fuir, the silver moon will still ride on as: ﬁ-ﬂ‘ﬁe P

umphantly. How many sad hearts she looks
*| dowwupon. to-night ; and never a thansgiving
luu gmupfnmmy heart for countless bles-
Soft. sleep, with balmy  touch has
loscd these thankiesseyes; the warm, fresh
blood of youth, and_heaith, has flowed on,
checked by disease. I bave sat at the ta?:
of ¢ Dn;;;, wh(i{le nléammt; has tmu've;l at
gale e a e robea of sunset
hlv&"been £Ven for \u? blue vault of
heaven umd‘ ‘ovér

| God by the blood. Amgen.’
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of sin and gullt. and scwang Preapprehen-
sions of the divine wrath ; and repentance
awakes, under a gushing senseé ofp'romﬁom
and affronts offered to the Ml)eity heaven,
into the overﬂomng ‘of bitter but ingéntubus
sorrow ; and” swakes and ‘recalls to
ming the Egypt hiful boadage in which
by nature ye were emhra"ed and the heli of
borror on whese fiery frontiers ye were care-
lessly treading ; when faith awakes to ap-
| prehend the dreadfulness of the divine venge-
ance, whese terrible sword, with
swift and resistless fury to smite tHe Shep-
herd, that ont of his riven side the life-stream
of-salvation might freely flow ; when gratitude
awakens at the marvelousness of that love
whiclr so broke throiagh the mountain barrier
of our transgressions, as to rear .a fabric of
merey and pardon on the foundafions of a
magnified law and satisfied justice : Ob, when,
hy such hee-gequ mm ener
cises of spirits, the smouldeting embers, of
languid, benumbed affections are blown into
ﬁowmg warmth, and the altar of your de-
vononl is made o smoke with the sacrifice of
lovu:g hearts, inflamed with the holy fire of
od’s ineffable love to you, surely, surely ye
cannot but respond to the jubilant hymn of
the great assembly of the first-born that sur-
round’ the throne on high, and with joy un-
speakable and full'of glory sound forth the
triumphal’ song, ever exhilarating and ever
new, * Worthy is'the Lamb that -was slain.
Amen.’ . * For thou hast redeemed us to
¢ Salvation . to
our God, who sitteth upen the throne, and to
the Lamb. Amen. ¢ Blessing, and _glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and henor, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever
and ever. Amen.’

Mission” Frenr aNp SeaTisTics.—A cor-
respondent of thc New York Recorder writes
as follows —*Jn 1852 the of this
state paid 29,000 dolars 16 Foreign Missions,
and only 9 ~dollars for missions in the
state. . W bat-did- this. 900 dollars accom-
plish 2 It called-hundreds of ehildren to our
Sabbath. schools,... It crganized seven new
churches. . Itaided in building sixteen bouses
of worship. Six of the churches have been
blessed with glorious reyvivals. Many Roman
Catholics- have been converted. Five con-
verted (Germans havé gommenced prepara-
fions for the ministry. “T'wo ‘hundred ahd
ssventeen converts have been baptized. ‘The
divine blessing nas rested on the stinted labor,
and the vesults are gloriods. Shame to us
that ‘we have done so little in sogreat a field !
Praise to Ged, that he has done so much with
such feeble means. Buf whe-ganneasureall
the resalts of this labdc.? Baptistsof New York
shall this Stat ntinue to_be lﬂpcged ?
You, love the ?‘\%gn Mission. God
help,you to love Wmore? But the Foreign
Mission will beg in harvest and have nothing,
if its sluggish friends fail to cultivate and
fibernlly sow the home-field.  Mark'this fiset :
During the nine years, our numbers have de-
creased 10,004 ; but the 1 of ‘the
- State has mpuﬂy ingreased. - In'ten yearsthe
population of New York city has .udy dou-
ibled. . You had twenty-one churches then,
and ouly thirty-one now. Buat wbat is atill
more iling, you had 8,018:.communicants
then, a fyou have only 8%:1 now. . Your
incre::se for ten years is not 351, but
ulation of tbe"qu)\'r has increased 300,000 M el

Prozsstanusy i Torkey. -—lq 1830,
Protestamnm was unkng Qwn—not, a ﬂl'roxea-
tant cle n Was labonng in Constanti
nor a Prutesmnt sermon preacbed nora Pro-
testant school estabhshed ; in 1854 m the

.

same city are 3 twen-
ty-six esangelical sermons aro > preach d}xery
y and- en

Sabbath in different hng’m
PMMOOR a

e Turkiah

'the cny, there are at this

, |empire, ‘wot less than sixty-five ‘Protestant

sunk | preachers ; and though a 1g them there ave
representatives of several branches

church, tbey are withoutex-
ception laboring harmoniously far the. same *
great object ; and in_more t fifty, towns
and viﬂw ‘of thé"empire, i are Protes-
tant “assemblies for' Divine ws‘ldg every
‘Lord"s day
| E & x o< v 4 h—w—w—h Bl

Woln ABoUT Wian < Phe horrofs of
war are are hidden under its ,daksling” drisss.
The true music of war is the ‘shiriek ‘of the
wounded, or the ftint moan of the: dyingi'ws
C&asm o) s of Bwprovael s
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