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The Memory of the Fathers. 
The uctory Sermon, delivered at the 
Annual meeting of the Central Baptist As- 

they were justly held, have # the way 
of all the oor ’ Joseph Dinsocl died Jun 
29, 1846 ; Edward Manning, Jan. 12, 1851; 
Harris Harding March 7, 1854 ; and now the 
last of them a ne Theodore is ‘Hard. 
ing died tne 8th of the present Boe 

mory is stil affectionately cherished by those 
who knew them ; particularly, Thomas Hand. 
ley Chipman, who died Oet. 11, 1880. 
Thomas Ansley, Dec. 7; 1831; snd John 
Burton, Feb. 6, 1838. But our attention will 
be confined to the four first mentioned. Joseph 
Dimock was baptized by Nicholas Pearson; 
first pastor of the church at tlorton ; Edward 
Manning, by T. H. Chipman; Theodore 

tained when and by whom Harris Harding 

eyard of the Lord. Now, they all “rest 

1. Let us remember the DEPTH OF THEIR 
rieTv. A very expressive phrase is frequeént- 

nployed in the old Testament to designate pe es 
God. is said of that he wad “a 

od man, full of the Holy Ghost and. of 
» How important is it to be what we 

mitted that eminent godliness is essential to 

in the first place by the apostle Paul,  * The 

men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 
(2 Tim. 2: 2.) First, * faithful men,” men 

if this be not secured, the ability to teach is 
of ‘no avail, we seem to be only asserting a 
‘trueism when we affirm that those who teach 
1 ’ » religious ; but it is a melan- 

fa scriptural views of the depravity of human na- 
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a , by the prevalence of an 

is considered, 

ver they went 

thus | ha 

ed the impossibility of obtaining salvation by 
wi Hyks Thay > avid aid and apared 

Ek 
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SAINT JOHN, 
in talk as useful, perhaps more so, 
1 nh or Ridley :—In Inter times, the 
profound Owen, the majestic Howe, and the 
pimitable Bunyan, found each his proper 

i place in the master’s service: and in still 
ter, the seraphic Pearce, the solid Fuller, the 

“ mber them that have tho rule over you, who 
unto woud of God : whose faith 

follow gon he BE {gifted Chalmers. * All these worketh that 
« Remember you ides,” is the [one and the selfsame spirit, dividing unto eve- 
p—l ing, and 1t is | The {ry man severally as he will.” * Ye have not 

chers referred to were dead. Whether | chosen me, but | have ch you, and or. 
ed. 1| dais ye sheild gb and bring forth 

t, and that yopr fruit - should remain.” — 
(1 Cor. 12: 11.) (John 15: 16.0 ’ 
In like manner the gifts of our Nova Sco- 

tian fathers, various as they were, were blend. 
ed for the promotion of the comgnon cause. 

Every one recognised the affectionate and 
the judicious in Joseph -Dimock ; his very 
countenance betokened heavenly mindedness, 

| benevolence, and  a.meek and quiet spirit.” 
| Edward Manning was strong-minded ; he was 

| known by his massive thoughts, comprehen- 
sive. views, stern boldness, and far-sighted 
snetration, Harris Harding was character, 

ized by enthusiastic fervour ; his voice was of. 
ten tremulous with emotion, and tears flowed 

be ree: nciled 10 God. His namesake, Theo- 
| dore, enunciated weighty truths in a cleur 
style, and sometimes bore down upon men 
with an abrupt, startling, hurricane eloguence 
that nothing could resist. Each had his ** pro- 
per gift of God ;” the defects of one were 

ied by the excellencies of another ; and 
their very peculiarities were adapted to the 
circumstances of the times and the nature of 
the work in which they were engaged. 
HL Let us remember the HARMONY OF 

THEIR VIEWS, Peter commended the wis- 
dom "tbat was manifested in the epistles of 
bis * beloved brother Paul.” The * faith” 
of the departed ministers of Jerusalem is spo- 
ken of with approbation by Paul in our text. In 
those days they all ** spake the same thing,” 
theugh not in the same manner. There was 
entire uniformity in regard I 
Gospel and the commands of the Lord, while 
diversity existed and freedonu was permitted 
in regard to matters in which there was no 
revelation or no precept, such as, for instance 
whether it was right to eat meat, especially if 
it had been offered to an idol. Of the former 

it was said, * He that knoweth God hearcth 

hereby know we the spirit of ‘ruth and | 
spirit of error,” (1 John iv. 6.) ; of the latter, 
“Let every man be fully persuaded in his 
i ome (Rom. xiv. 5.) : i 

re was a happy agrecment among the 

of statement varied , because their minds were 
pot constituted alike. It was not to be ex- 
pected that Harris Harding and Edward Man- 
ning would discourse on any given subject in 
the same manner ; the one would exhort, the 
other would reason ; the latter would to 
convince, the former to excite, Yet they and 
their coadjutors fully harmonised in their 
views of teath. re 
They had low thoughts of man, They saw 

| and felt his. bankrupt, broken down, ruined 
state. They had no | with those who 
whitewash the sepulchre PRE 196 90 
ruption within it. They were persuaded that 

ure A pA 5 the be. 

they announced: the solemn 
that man. is guilty. and utterly depraved, 
‘wrought his own ruin, and that he can 

"be restored by free grace. They show- 

we et 

® while they urged tho necessity 

brilliant Hall, the instructive Jay,and the many 

down his cheeks, while he besought sinners to 

rd to the truths of the’ 
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| shores for other parts of the world, especially 
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consiste nt advocates of that;refor 
of their: lives. Our Domestic Miss 

lous care, and commended to the cht 

and forcil Ye addresses. They 

there was no roa d at all,~whether thes 
on horseback or trudged afoot,—w 

—whether they we ‘re treated with 
scouted as fanatics. 

ous gospel of the bl essed God.” 
ing the standard in pu 1blic and Eopolodl 
now threading the b ye-ways pode: ix 
the land, and always ready to respond to any 

an opportunity for eng tagement in their belov- 
ed employ. And their's was pioneer work, 

as good soldiers of Jesus Chris \ ] 
endured itso long, was asp 2cial manifestation 

dred and forty years, being an average of 
sixty years each. Probably 1 here is fot ano- 
ther. instance on record, oi fou r contemporary 

# V. Let us remember the (IREATNESS oF 

jamin Kinsmar, the deacon elect, conducted 
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promot ion of Temperance ; and were steady, 

Foreign Mission enterprise, 
movemen Ws, were fostered by 

associatior 1s and other meetin, 
ere warm 

friends of k now ledge, and so far from begrudg- 
ing candida tes for the ministry the-advas 
wh'eh are now offered them, they goun 

age: 
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For the Christian Visitor, 

There are some inherent principles of the 
human mind that are generaily abused. Men- 
tal states that were primarlly intended for the 
conservation of man in truth, have frequently 

aL | been changed into barriers to withstand and 
resist the force of conviction. 
We are never called upon to believe unless 

we-are furnished with evidence, Our assent 
is not demanded to that which comes un- 

with, the counterfeit of 
them to *: iepavate themselves,” | 
might “ seel ¢ and intermeddle wi 
dom.” (Prov. xviij, 1.) 3 

IV. Letus remember the EXTENT. 
LaBours. TI rey were labours. Thi 
shrunk from toil. Tt mattered nat wh 
was hot or col 1, wet or dry, day orig 
whether they ‘h ad to travel by the hig 
the cross road, or through the forest, 

slept on a bed, on the floor, or 0 
ground,—whether- they partook of a plentiful 
repast, or met with: but scanty and mean fare, 

t or 

¢ glori- 
ant- 

ces, 
ve of 

Onwards, still 
they went, preachin g every where the’ 

N 

invitation, to listen to any call, giviog them 

like that of the first sett! ers nt counfryt They 
had to clear the groung, to lay foundations, to 
frame plans, to constitut'e religious communi- 
tiés, to give them form and law, in accord- 
ance with the divine pattern; and to watch 
over them in their early history, lest Satan 
should take advantage of their ignorance and 
weakness. Truly, they ‘© endured hardness, 

t.” Thatthey 

of divine mercy to Nova Scotia. The united 
labours of Joseph Dimoch, E'dward Manning, 
and the two Hardings, exte nded to twe hun- 

ministers, of the same denom ‘nation, labour- 
ing in a country of such limite d extent, for so 
engthened a period. ois 

THEIR success. They saw magy * times of 
refreshing,” they lived in * a day of power,” 
they could say with the apostle, ** Thanks be 
to God, who causeth us always to triumph in 
Christ, and mak>th manifest the savor of his 
ki by us in every place.” . (2 Cor. ii. 
14.) Whed Nicholas Pearson was ordained 
pastor of the church at Horton, in 1778, there 
was no other Baptist Church in these Pro- 
vinces ; there being no minister present, Ben- 

the ordination seryice on behalf of the church 
and laid his hands on the head of the pastor, 
who afierwards ordained the deacon. When 
Theodore Harding became pastor of the same 
church, in 1796, there was but one more 
church of the same faith and order in the Pro- 
vinces—that at Halifax—thcugh several o “her 
churches were then in existence, compose | of 
Baptists and Congregationalists. Wha a 
change has taken place in sixty'y2ars! Our 
iin, 1 are sa’ vo gi in number, 
with one hundred and fifty pastors, besides 
Lp TB and pad om: thaieand 

smbers, representing a population of at least 
80,000 persons. But thisisnotall. Every year 
many members of our churches leave these 

the States of the neighboring Union, and re. 
movals by death are constantly taking place. 
1t is fair, therefore, to estimate the total num- 
ber of conversions since the ordination of Theo- 
do Harding at upwards of twenty thousand. 
go gesinia dn these facts with gratitude 

thousand souls hopefully 
Christian churches estab- 

ut these Provinces, with their A 
and joy. Twenty 

ible cla Li ge pe op varie- 
of Christian enterprise, all adapted ta en- 
ten and improve ! Let us not 44, 0K, Bt ea 

verywhere the proo of advancing pros 

Re ak ions of tory 
pd A 

F : 4 on promoted i 
+ 

Fxy 
it| were, in consequence of the stringenc 

ning faculties have been 

ausibility or apparent falsity of a statement, 
and in order to sound belief, we are often 
forced to consider and re-consider the varions 
proofs that may be adduced in its support. 
If Candor holds the scales, and pure Reason 
adjusts the beam, there need be no apprehen- 
sion in regard to the result. When anything 
very striking or novel is urged upon us for re- 
ception, it is wise to be cautious in coming to 
3 determination. If scepticism assumes the 
characreristics of enquiry, and institutes a 
search into the remote regions which it was 
inclined to ignore—then indeed it is useful, 
for without scrutiny we are unable to yield a 
conscientious belief. A spirit of doubting is 
unquestionably legitimate so long as it does 
not hinder the search after truth. The fact is 
beyond contradiction that all men experience 
a certain degree of hesitation previous to their 
adoption of a novel doctrine, or rejection of an 
aged superstition. It is true that some are 
satisfied with a very superficial examination, 
and are content, on the exercise of very little 
enquiry, to embrace any creed which men of 
a higher mental grade may thurst forward for 
their acceptance. Batit is no less true that 
there are others whose minds are hard as ad \- 
mant, in resisting the impressions that argu- 
ments for a system, against which their wills 
rebel, would otherwise be fitted to make.— 
The hears of tnis class are effectually steeled 
against conviction, and inthe noonday ciear- 
ness of unobjectionable evidence, they stumble 
as at mideight. Scepticism has become their 
ruling passion, their besetting sin. There 
are very few now-a-days who are inclined to 
carry this pernicious priaciple to the same ex- 
tent as that to which it was borne by the folly 
of the ancient suhoolmen, Neither arc thore 
many who would agree with philosophers ol a 
‘more modern date in questioning their own 
existence, or that of their neighbours, and yet 
the indulgence of such doubs are the fair re- 
sults of this too common evil. The man who 
rejects at once whateve. hisjunenlightened un- 
derstanding cannot immediately apprehend, 
will, without fail, if prompted by vircum- 
stances, adopt any or every form of unbelief. 
What security can there be for the credence 
of him who submits not to the accumulated 
force of evidence 2 What guarantee can ex- 
ist for the soundness of that man’s intellect, 
who refuses to allow it the full and free exer. 
cise of its powers.2, Howo. 

Remarkable Answer to Prayer. 
The following circumstance was related to 

me by the late brother P., who was one of the 
most deeply pious men I ever knew, and for 
many years a class-leader in one of the Me- 

odist Churches in Philadelphia. s bor- 
ther and myself were conversing one day on 
God’s dealings towards his chiliren, and how 
far we might expect the interposition of Divine 
Providence, in answer to prayer, in the pro- 
secution of the ordibary business of fife, when, 
with tears of joy rolling down his cheeks, he 
related to me the following :— : 
After I had served out my time, and had 

married, which was about thirty-five years 
ago, I moved with my little family to Wil- 
mington, about thirty miles below Philadel- 
phia, and opened a sinall jewelry store, which 
was my business, trusting in God to prosper 
me. , for several weeks business was 
dull, and frequently for weeks I would not 
take in enough to keep my family in bread. 
This state of things continued so long that | 
begat to be discouraged, and to look around 
for some way of escape, but none appeared 
to offer. “To make my difficulties worse, if 
possible, a very deep snow had fallen ; it was 
midwinter, and, with the exception of a watch 
or two to repair, [ had taken mn, 34 for 

ny days. The wants of myselfand family 
Siaing ‘uot me, and two notes were 

in Philadelphia in a few days for 
‘I ‘was almost beside myself. | 

tried to borrow m of my friends ; bat 

re y of 
he tires, woable'to do so. 1 then tried to 

st the notes renewed, but this was positively 
refused ; ‘86 that, appareatly, in a few days | 
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difficulties ; but if I attem to - pray about 
it the same evidence would be renewed that 
deliverance wasat hand. On Monday mora- 
ing [ arose three hours before day. It had 
been snowing, and everything out was 
dreary. I fe.l on my knees, and attempted 
to lay my case before the Lord agit White, 
with such power that [ was thrown flat on niy 
face on the floor, the evidence was again 
renewed,—deliverance is at hand. I went 
to my store, made a fire; and sat down behind 
the counter. It was nearly day-light. 1 
would here state that in my window were 
hung, as a show-set; an antiquated set of 

y of ish make, very heavy, | 
) coat of arms engraved 

on it.. It had been owned by my last em- 
ployer for some twenty years, and by me 
for several. . No one ever asked its price; 
it was simply in the window for a show. As 
the day began to dawn [ heard the creak 6f a 
waggon, and on looking out I perceived an 
old-fashioned gig drive up and stop, when a 
tall and venerable-looking man, whose locks 

were almost as white as the snow that lay on 
the ground, stepped down, and, after looking 
in my ‘window for a moment entered my 
store, and immediately asked the price of the 
silver set in the window. .I told him, with a 
faltering voice, five hundred dollars. He 
asked me with a benevolent look, if I had a 
box that would hold it ? and on mv answer- 
ing in the affirmative, he told me he would 
take it. [no a few minutes it was safely boxed 
up and put in the gig, the money in gold 
paid down, and he, with a smile, drove off. 
No one was ever able to tell from wheaee he 
came, or whither he went; nor have I been 
ever able to tell to this day. Suffice it to say, 
I procured a good horse, mounted him, and 
in a few minutes. before three o'clock was in 
Philadelphia, paid my notes, and returned the 
Rext day to my choy iy strong in faith, giving 
glory to God.—Chn. Advocate and Journal. 

Keep your Promises. 
The man in the Bible, “I go, sir,’ and went 

not, has his counterpart, at the present day, 
in every department of life. | Nothing is mere 
common than for persons to make promises or 
excite expectations. which are never realised. 
It is an easy thing to give one’s word, but a 
harder thing to keep it.. An unwillingness to 
disoblige, a disposition to keep on goad terns 
with all, a desire to get rid of importunity, to- 
gether with a carelessness and indifference as 
to what constitutes ah obligation, lead many 
to say they will do. a thousand things which 
are never done, and which, indeed, if they 
had looked into their hearts, they would have 
discovered they had no real intention of doing. 
Some amiable people seem to lack the nerve 
and moral courage to say ‘* No,” even when 
the contrary. involves them in an untruth, Oge 
is asked to be presen: at a public meetin 
where important measures are to be disc 
and his counsels and co-operation are regard- 
ed as important. - He is not cordially in favor 
of the object, or is pressed with other engage- 
ments, or prefers enjoying his evenings with 
his own family circle, or over his books, and 
in his heart has no purpose to accede to the 
proposition. Unwilling, however, 10 avow 
his real sentiments, or to appear disobliging, 
he gives his word to be presant, or so frames 
his sp as to leave that impression on the 
mind of his friend. Virtually he has given 
his promise ; but the occasion comes and pass- 
es withou ; his ever haviog harbored a serious 
1 of cheering it with his presence. A 
mw by is ping to do a piece of work. 
It is important that it shall be attended to 
promptly ; arrangements involving the conve- 
nience and comfort of the family depend upon 
it, and, except for the ‘positive assurance that 
it should be done at the appointed time, some 
other person would have been engaged. But 
the appointed day comes and goes, and, not- 
withstanding repeated applications and new 
‘promises, weeks pass on before the first. ham- 
mer is struck, or the first nail driven. 
The result of this looseness of ‘speech and 

conscience is, first, great vexation and disap- 
poimment. ‘The party to whom such promi- 
ses were made relied upon them. But the 
faithlessness of the other party, has deranged 
all his plans, and subjected him 10 much ia- 
convenience. He is impatient and vexed, 
gives way to unpleasant tempers, says many 
hard things, he ¢ perhaps, commits much sin. 
"Then also, confidence is destroyed in the 
persons who made the promise, The word 
of the lanter had been pledged, and if he has 
failed to keep it once, he may fail again, + 
The victim of his deception, having discover- 
ed that he is not to be relied upon, fixes a 
mack upon him, and takes care not to put 
himself in the way of futire cisappointments, 
and advises his friends in like manner. 

Hence, too, the man who makes and breaks 
promises is a loser in the end, so far as mere 
self-interest is concerned. In order to keep 
lus business, or not disoblige customers or 
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are,—1. That we should’ weigh well our 
words. = Strietly interpreted| perhaps, your 
lang uage may not have necessarily implied! 
absol ute obligation ; but ifisuch on impromigy sion 
was rnade, the injury isdene: And, 2 4 
in all transactiens it is Best, invevery sense of 
the tert, to be Nonest. Wa caanot 
be. cotnplied wish,.say ses... You may fail, for 
the tine, to plesse a customer or fri but 
in the end you will have gained his: respect 
and confidence. It ise great thing to: have 
men say of you,, * His word is:true us:steel. 
If he has said it, ittwill be done: “ A good 
name,” says the wise mamy.‘“is- rather to be 
chosen than greaw riches.” 

The Moment after Deaths. 
What a momeat must that be! How vast 

its consequences must be ¥ How overwhelm» 
ing its revelations!" Let wstry by illustration 
to redlise it. There dies-a saint of God.— 
The simmons wassuddem. but his house isin 
order, and with a smile om his face he- bids a 
glad adieu to the scenes and friendships of” 
earth. Coldness passes fom: point tos peint 
in bis system; His vision. grows dim; his 
tongue faltering ;but in strong: faith he- com» 
mends his all to wie _Congueres of death,. and 
passes away shouting-an everlasting victory. 
The spirit soars—angels attend it—the gates 
of the city are open to receive it—the King:is- 
wo in po bea nd now heaven is ens 
Joyed in all its bliss: and § ~ Waki 
from his life-dresm; the- oo hd 18 is pA 
He is—no flight diroughy immensity—ao- pil- 
grimage of the spheres—for the everlasting 
arms are. the first resting place of the disern~ 
bodied soul—it will be infthe bosem offmman- 
uel that the emancipated spirit will enquire, 
Where am | ?”” and read inthe face of Je- 

sus the answer, “ Horrever with:the Lord.” 
But another andia. differeny scene.. There: 

dies an impenite/w sipwer, andas he feelsdife 
ebbing away, his seuliis filled with unutterable 
anguish; his sins are-arrayed' before him, his. 
conscience accuses: him, lost eppettunities 

| mock him, hope perishés, and’ eternity: is 
made tertible by ifs treasured up wrath. 
But he must die.. “He thateuts him down 
sways him as the feller of woodisways the-tot- 
tering tree—pow a mot breaks—now a heart 
String——now an eye-string seaps-asunder—at 
last, out goes the weary, trembling soul | How 
awful 10 such a one-is: the moment after death 
The narrow confines of time past, a beundless. 
eternity stretches itself before him, and inthe, 
twinkling of an eye: he is ushered into outer 
darkness, the region of an une 
“where the worm dieth net, and the fire 
quenched.” The torments of bell are already 
begun, and the seul’s. bitter reflection is shat 
they are merited; and will never end 

Yes, solemn thought ! one brief momentwill 
effect an entire change-in our mode of being 
—will make plait: what, with respeet to a fur 
ture state, is now involved in mystery, and 
will bear the soulto the fearful retributions oc + 
the glorious rewaeds of eternity! 

Story with a Moral 
Many years ago a merchant, worth near a 

million dollars, stood upon & wharf watchi 
the approach of a rick ship, just arriving in 
port, of which Be was the owner. He was 
elated with the good fortune, and looked lofty 

- and arrogant. A poor seaman, suffering under 
grievous maladies, stood near, and having ex- 
perienced how changeful is life, he ventured 
th the trismphant: merchant that riches 

wings. 
“ Pooh I" said the merchant, “ theve | you 

see that diamond ring I take from my finger? 
You see me throw it into the river. As well 
may you expect lo see that ring again, as to 
see me a poor man !™ 
Some days afterwerds the merchant gave a 

great diner to his friends. Among the Tux: 
evel bro —— feast was a salmon, 
rom river. cook, ing to open 
the stomach of the es a. 
her great surprise, the merchant’s djamond 
nag. carried it 10 him. His ecounte- 
nance fell, for he remembered his boastful 

he dinner was heartless and tedious to 
him. The rich wine made his thoughts all 
the more poignant. He slept none that night. 
He became ** an altered man.” His specu- 
lations were all unfortunate. Loss succeeded 
to loss ; and ina few yeurs he was a poor 
man. 

Wealth is the gift of God, and given fora 
good purpose. to be squandered—not to 
make the possessor hard of beart—but to 
teach him benevolence, to enable him to bea- 
efit his fellow men. 

How ro Fixp Tixe.—A professional geh- 
tlemen, of rare entra Tbag ye mer hg 
ed to the laborious duties of his calling a great 

and many elegant ts, was ask- 

ed P 

r 


