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thought - would be doe 
Rie igh the execution. But Go- 
= Clio in the first case that oecurred 

the on law, promptly ordered the. ex- 
The precedent was thus establish- 

Fes and § 38d Dy pmeir continued to be as before, 
criminal under sentence, was 

sure of a year for reflection and preparation 
for death aoe J; ble and proper. 
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The first ho X.4 is from a lecture en- 
Hoa) “The Conservative Principle in our 

Si nls setmetts 

t and refined 
he Robe. 

Literature.” “It is as follows: “ We have 
said that Is of social reform are not 
causes r. Already human life is 
less secure in many portions of eur republic 
than'under some of the European monarchies; 
and frauds and embezzlements are less surely 

punished. In some of our 
legislatures, in the very halls, and under the 
awful eye, as it were, of the embodied Jus: 

; tice Shims brawls and murders have 
ich our legislators were the 

d the victims. And yetin such 
ex: a state of and when humax life is growing 

daily cheaper ‘and the fact of assassination 
wf to awaken scarce a tithe of the sympa 
thy, horror and i inquiry, which it provok 
- fathers’ times—it "is in such a state of 

that by a paradox, a singular 
Rr for the.life of the assassin seems 
to be springing up. In a nation lax to a fault 
in the vindication of human life when illegal- 
ly taken away, the protest is made most pas- 
sionately against its being taken away legal- 
ly ; and the abolition of Capital Punishment 
is demanded by earnest and ab.e agitators. — 
Would that the pteture thus dark were bat 
the sketch of fancy ; unhappily its gloomy 
hues are but the stern colouring of Truth.-- 

14,| Can the patriot’ as. he watches such. omens, 
H- | fail to see the coming judgment? Can he, 

pi. wrath 44 Ni af deh el ao im 
\ristianit 1 t the civi 

m: phone, J aie 0 of death 
when he executes ‘wrath for what purpose has 
Christianity wis his hand a **sword ;” the 
bak death? [t is said to the evil 
doer, * Be afraid, for he beareth not the sword 
in vain.” But surely he does bear it in vain, 
if he not use it. is not said, be afraid, | den 
for he beareth mot the prison keys in vain. — 
The sword, the instrument of punishment, is| geance. 
that which the B puts into his hands. 

It will be st uestion which these 
non-resistants have id hor our, , Legislature, 
is the question, whether fos Authority of Chris- 
tiauity shall be regarded or ected by law 
makers. Aud ve belhery ov e great ma 
jority of our Lng videscr Sop pare: Sie 
trust and reject 1 Rg Gort; Christian 
precepts in their le ) 
than a ion of casino 1 which 
these men ask. It is a ged wt request 
made to the legislature, that they will abdizate 
their own admitting a princi le 
which strikes § yd own “foundations. Pit 
they have no oiher foundations to stand upoo, 
than what Ae gemini Phillips leaves 

To i Ses paivs fon. fas 10 bound: 
hens of history that anar- i 

10 a scep Are iron, : dad Ta of blood ; that 
a Robespierre has ever prepared the way for 
a Sosagarss and the arts of the reckless dem- 

like Catiline, have smoothed the path 
for the violence of the able usurper Ceesar.” 
The next extract we present from the same 

writer is from a sermon entitled * The Prayer 
of the ° Church against those delighting iu 
war.” lt is this: * We cannot, then with 
piing’ flrs. oliegs that all is torbid- 

by the Gos. Private reve is un- 
yudod forb: Hien, but so is not Divine ven- 

Itis beyond all question, we think, 
prohibited to unite the Church with the Site, 
and so make Christ's kingdom of this world ; 
but although the Christian faith is forbidden 
to seek the aid and endowment of govern- 
ment, itself is not made an unlawful and un- 

. | christian thing. They who from the law in 
the sermon on the mount, where private quar- 
rels are di by the cominand to turn, 
when smitten on the i the other also 
educe the sweeping inferéhce, thar the magis- 
trate and the soldier are usurpers, ought, in 
consistency, to give the same broad interpre- 
tation to ancther command in the same dis- 
course, that we give to all asking; and turn 
not from the borrower ; and then if the first 
priuciple forbids forcible government and war 
the second prohibits all elaims of private pro- 

“| perty. For what is war but forcible govern- | 
ment—physical might sustaining moral right ? 
‘Now Paul expressly taught that the magis- 

Wiad von? An rent oe 1s the instrument 
for the single and express pur of <i pose 

, {away not brutal, but human life. Paul teaches, 
FREE then, (or rather Paul’s Master, Christ, and the 

inspiring and unerring Holy Ghost «each by 
him) that the magistrate may take man’s life. 

: | Valuable as human life may be, right and 
are yet dearer; and to maintain ths 

, the just and pious governor may take 
he: Bnt, In the case of a si Seeptg 

reas ples 's combine, when the offend- 

2, —or a hostile and wrong 
a a nd such violent 
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tism ; and the voice of the people hus cori: 
ally sanctioned and sustiined the grant. We 
have had grand Tea Mectings, Charch, Club, | 
Temperance, and Fire “ompanies S— 
tions to aid the same praisoworthy 
But if the principles adopted and advocated 
by the Newsware correct ; the men co 
ing the allied army before the walls of Boban. 18 
topol must, like their masters, resemble i in the 
fecling and manifestation of cryelty canna« 3 
bals, hindoos, and savage brutes [33 
We ask our readers to judge Whéther our 

reasoning is not sound ? [Ff civil governments 
have not the right on Christian principles to | 
take away life in the case of a. single evil-/] 
doer—ihe cold-blonded assassin ; they cannot | 
have the 
awny the life of multitudes moved to deadly 
action by evil-doers. as the governments of, 
Gent Britain and Fran ec are at present doin 
in the land of the Czar, Honce, these 

editor entertains of Christianity are unchriss 
tian, barbarous and savage; and our no 
soldiers in the Crimea are no batter than a 
of ferocious human brutes! ! 
Our editor says “we have the vanity to thi 

tar—cenainly Christianity - 
certainly’ Christianity is not. And our asses 
tion we have * the vanity to think’ in view. 
what has heen already stated is worth q 
as much as is the unsupported assertion 
the News. 

- We come now to present the argument 
I capital punisliment in consecutive order fro 

Beriptyre. And we shall do so in the la 
guage of another ; not oaly because it is mo 
clearly and ‘strikingly given than we ourselves 
ould give it; but because it is presented by 
a far greater authority as an interpreter of 
Seripture than we shall ever profess to be, 
viz.: 
York. That distinguished preacher and wri- 
ter along with Dr. John Cuming of London, 
(by the way we hope * A Frieud of Dr. Cum. | 
ming” will not fail to rebuke * the uncharita- | 
ble remark™ of our editor about his “friend,” 
the News has the presumption to de 
“falss Teachers.” “We now my ive 
says our ros “ that ve have a s 

intmesnt by Providenco ourselves: oli Ror vedaur 20 nave “have been Ms as an in- 
“sfrimient to the false 3 of the 
day, especially those who preach the doeir'ne 
of blood for blood 1H” 

Well, then, we shall oppose to our editor 
on the Scriptural view of the question the 
“ false Teacher” Dr. Geor ze B. Casever who 
in a public discussion with aa opponent on the 
subject thus speaks :— 

ok” 

THE ORDINANCE IN.GENESIS INTENDED AS A 

COMMAND. 

For tue interpretation of this ordinaace as 
a command, we have the authority, first, of 
the greatest com: :atators that have ever ap- 
peared in the world. Among them | shall 
mention the names of Hammon, Groiius, 
Calvin, Matthew Henry, Michaelis, and Ros- 
enmusller. Second, for the particular con- 

luws of the Hebrew lanzaaw:, we have the 
authority ‘of the greatest Hebrew scholars that 
the world has ever known. If you will turn 
to the Hebrew grammars of Gesenius, Stuart, | 
or Nordheimer, you will find that for the im- 
perative in this case no other form could be 
used but that which is used, by man sha/l his 
blcod be shed. The Hebrew imperative hus. 
no third person, and the future is always used 
in its stead. But not only so, the future sup- 
plies the form of the imperative throughout the 
ils decalogue, not one of’ the precepts of 
which is any more mandatory in tis form than 
this ordinance. But this is not all: 1 can 
bring you a parallel passage from the book ot 
Proverbs, (xxviii. 17,) by which you may see 
that even if you put aside the imperative form, 
the ond fog the ordinance 1s still of the 
nature of an injunction. * The man that 
doeth violence to the blood of any perspo 
shall flee to the pit ; let no man stay him.” 
That is, he shall im.nediately die. It cannoi 
mean, he will flee to the pit, for he certainly 
will not if he can help it; but, he 4 ll do 
this ; he shall immediately be cat o to 
make this certsin, it is added, Let 1 io, man 
stay him ;—let no man interfere to suve him ; 
—let no man prevent, orseek to preveat, that 
immediate desiruction, which is the pousith, of 
his crime. 

METHOD PROPOSED FOR EVADING THE FORCE OF 
‘THIS ORDINANCE. ; 

It certainly 1s not wonderful that the advo- 
catates for the abolition of Capital Punishment 
should wish to evade the force of this statue : 
it is the citadel of our argument, commanding 

ug the whole subject. All else is 
a mere guerilla warfare, if you cannot carry 
this entrenchment. la the matter of Fovtiid 
ande cy, we are strong 
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rif has here 
TTT oye 

icted that capital | 
Pally t not only so,’ 
he 

dove: presumptuously irreli — 
Bape Juli, the apostate, to “his 
ag Christianity, aud to falsify one o 

Zimporaat predictions, tried to ie 
an ding plo of ad Bn. 

Gnd either meant that the prediction should 
fulfilled, or he did not. If he did, you 

ing God’s intention, and- endeavour. 
‘to prove him a linr. [ff you say that he 
not mean it should be fulfilled, you make 

right on Christiag prinsiples 10. take the sentence a nullity of idle wosds, and God 
a vifler. Moreover, you contend that capital 

tha it is a sin. Here, then, consequently, is | 

diction concermng ‘the prevalence of a sin; 
nl which is so worded, that the whole world for | 

thousand vears have considered ita com- | 
y and acted upon it ; the Hebrews them. 

% under the very guidance of God, tak- 
it asa’law, and acting necordingly. As. | 

ounding stupidity. To put it in a strong] 
La let me ask what would you think, if) 

intending to forbid stealing, had prediet- | | 
ed that men will steal, but had uttered this 

ietion in such a manuer, that men, for | 
r thousand vears should have it interpreted | 

it bs a command to steal, and acted accord- | 
(ingly, the mistake never once being corrected | 
in all after legislation! But, indeed, the ef- | 
fort to evade this state, involve absusdities 
in.every direetion. 

PROOF OF THE UNIVERSAL APPLICATION, AND 

UNLIMITED DURATION OF THIS STATUE, 

Taree things are noted in this statue ; its 

HENSIVENESS ; AND ITS UNLIMITED DERATION. 
It comes immediately and solely from God. 
{It was meant for all ‘maokind. Ts authority 
continues as long as the race. As it is solely 
from God, God only could repeal it. Me 
never has repealed it, and it is just as binding 
upon ns, as it was upon the generation to whom 
it was give. Af you deny iis application to 
us, to nations and governtments now, you must 
poiat out the place where its application stops. 
[sit in the first generation, when the scarcity 
of men, and their relationship w.th one ano- 
ther made it less necessary; or is it aren af- 
ter period, when men and crimes increased 
together, so that every year that the race 
lived made it more necessary ? It is the first 
law in the world ; but not only so, it is the 
first law of God in the world. = What subject 
would be be likely to legislate upon in such 
circumstances 7 One of temporary, transi- 
tory importance, or one which, beginning with 
the race should last with the race? The law, 
as well as the covenant connected with it, 
was iatended, beyond all doubt, for all man- 
kind ; you cannot stand at any point in the 
stream of time, or the history of man, and 
tell me, There this legislation stops ; you can 
no move separate its pbligation now, from its 

stand at any point in the river that supplies 
‘this city with pure water, ane tell me what 
particular drops find their way into the reser- 
voir, and what not. 

It is not to be denied that the covenant of 
God with Noah on this occasion covers the 
whole transaction ; including the promise of 
a blessing. the grant of animal food, the or 
dinance in question, the command to be fruit. 
ful and multiply, and the assurance that there 
should ba no future deluge. Now of this 
covenant Cod expressly says -that it was 
meant for perpetual generations, as long as 
the world should stand an everlasting covenant. 

The eemprehensive application and per- 
petual obligation of this law, for Noah, and 
his posterity to the end of time, unléns revo- 
ked by the Divine Legislator, are as nnques- 
tionable asthe right to eat animal food. ‘This 
right was granted to Noah and his posterity 
for all mankind to the end of time, upless 
expressly revoked by the Divine Legislator. 
Does any man doubt it 2 oes any man be- 
lieve that the grant to eat animal food was 
made anly to Noah, or only to that genera- 
tion, or only to the Hebrews ? But the samo 
arguments, which throw oft the bind- 
ing force of this statute, would destroy the 
permissive force of this grant. You cannot 
show from this , that it is lawful for 
us to eat animal food, if you cannot also show 
that it is binding on us to punish the murderer 
with death. You cannot point out, in God's 
i. are wa age binr either ~ 
v - grant or cbligation. 
its obl ceased at any time, or with an 
hogy gs pinata did n : 
know it 2 Phe, i in Be fui 

) w_from all history, | sacre 
d ne ; when, or how, or by what 

it to be a law, thoug 

Re 

This was in part the meaning ; of our Savi- 
our, when he id ot one jot or” title should 
pass from the law, 1ill ‘all should be fulfilled ; 

ed, or the reason 
Are we made in’ the may 

have ceased to exist, 
"of God? Then | 

| law is sill im force, ' mint now, is 
© as mach bound to put 16 death the man who 
“Kills hig , the government, of 
whatever mature you choose to suppose it, to 
sustain the authority of which this law was 
first promulgated. A governmeut attempting 
‘to set aside or do away this law, transcends 
its sphere ; it legislates against the divine leg- 
islation. It has no more right to do this than | 
it has to abrogate the law against stealing. 
is as great a solecism to commence the refor- | 

* putishonent is wrong ; in effect, vou argue’ mation of human legislation with the abroga- | the one while he promises the other 
tion of this law, as it would be for a preacher 

tion. 
This law is as obligatory as any statute in | 

the decalogue. 

that God gave it to the Jews, but that its prin- 
ciples are eternal, universal. 

But pernaps you will say, This afier all is 
Ri Hll its purpose’ should have been ‘accomplish. but the childhood of society; the mee is only 

struggling towards the perfection of humai- 
‘ty § ‘these are but tentatige processes in leg- 

od pd on the strictest principles of reasoning, this | lation, which must wait to be perfected in the 
nineteenth century. Let us then levve the 
world to its progress a thousand years longer. 
Where are we now ? and what is the condi. 
3 of humanity 2 The Creator and Sviour 

world himself is there ; God macifesi in 
= fleshy the Wisdom and love of Eteraity, 
shedding its radiance through the veil of hu- 

It 

tts authority, like that of the | 

man naturey adopted in mercy io mankind. — 
His words are all those of love, and God is 
love ; and yet he speaks of death as well as 

life, of wrath as well as mercy, and Soman 
ou 

find at this period of our Saviour’s abode in 
go a sfotence from Jehovah, which you say is a of the gospel to commence the reformation of | Judea, a great abuse of the whole law with all 

| humm society, by denying a divine revela- its penalties. for the purpose of private re- 
\venge. Does ihe present Law-give: abrogate 
this —— No! He condemns most se- 
 verely the spirit of revenge, but confirms the 

decalogue. is demonstrable, because the pre- | law, and correcis the mistakes of any who 
cept is a moral duty ; a moral duty to socie- 

ing. {tis just as demoastrable as the author- | 
ity of the principle, * thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” But it has‘one point in 
its favour over and above the decalogue ; be- 
cause it was addressed formally to all man- | 
kind. The deecalogue was meant for all man- 
kind unquestionably ; ; its esdential nature, as 
necessary for man’s highest interests, proves 
this. The prefic to the decalogue was limi- 
ted ; Hear, © Israel. The prefix to thi- sta- 
tute "against murder, was addressed to all the 

inhabitants of the world. In fact, this 1soné 
of the laws of the decalogue itself, with an in- 
variable penalty stated. It is neither ra)re 
nor less than the law, ¢ Thou shalt not kill, 
with the penalty for killing fixed by the law- 
giver. * This statute to Noah, and every sta- 
tute in the decalogue, stands on the same ba- 
sis of moral goodness, by the same moral ne- 

cessity. © The statute springs out of what | 
may call the necessity of love—the necessity 
of watching over and protec'ing the welfare 
of society—-the necessity of pretecting the 
innocent against he passions of the depraved. 
The nature of goodness compelled the pro- 
mulgation of this law. Buta law is not hing 
without a penalty ; and the same. goodness 
that necessitates the law, necessitates also the 
penalty and the enforcement. 

PROOF AND ILLUSTRATION OF THE MEANING OF 

THIS STATUE FROM THE SUCCEEDING LEGIS- 

LATION AMONG THE REBREWS, 

Suppose now, that ai intelligent being, hav- 
ing heard the first pro:nulgation of this law to 
Noah, should have been transported 10 some 
distant quarter of the universe, not to return 
to this world for the space of twelve hundred 
years. Would he expect 10 find this statue in 
existence ? - And if he did find it in existencé, 
with other similar statues founded on it, would 
not this be an additional proof, if such were 
needed, of the universal and perpetual intent 
and obligation of this law ? Let us then take 
the place of this supposed angoalic being, and 
visit the world after twelve handred years 
have passed away. -We will rot goto any 
barbarous, inhuman part of it, for you might 
say that such a race had interpreted this s'a- 
tute according to their own cruelty and ignor- 
ance. There is a bright spot on “the earth's 
dark surface ; you may know it by the moun- 
tain cedars, and the groves of palm trees. A 
supernatural radiance vests upon it, and a 
wall of light infolds and circles. it, reaching 
from earth to heaven. There is a temple 
there, bat in it no idol is to be found ; but 
only the sublime presence of the iavisible 
God! Now let us open a book of the legisla- 
tive wisdom of this elevated and favoured 
people. * Whoso killeth any - person, the 
murderer shall be put to death by the mouth 
of witnesses. Ye shall take no satisfaction 
for the life of a murderer which is guilty of 
death ; but he shall surely be pat to death.— 
So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are , for blood, it defilcth the land ; and the 
land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is 
shed therein, but by the blood ef him that shed 
it. Defile not therefore the land which ye 
shall inhabit. wherein | dwell ; for | the Lord 
dwell amoung the children of Israel.” Num, 
xxxv. 30—34. Does this look like the abro- 
gation of this law, or the cessauon of its bind. 
ing power ¢” Nay is it not the same law re- 
promulgated far more explicitly, with the same 
redson annexed 2 “| the Lord dwell among 
the children of Israel.” How. remarkable is 
this ge! How remark: ble the infer- 

The more glosely and nearly God 
condescends to dwell on earth among his 

ye 

supposed he would destroy it. .“ [mak not 

I this supposes in the framer of such al ty, 8 duty which a benevolent and wise re- | that [ come to destroy the law or the prophets ; 
prediction either wilful deception or the most | gard to the interests of society renders bind- | [ am not coma to destroy but to fulfil.” 

| PROOF AND ILLUSTRATION FROM THE ERISTLE 

TO THE ROMANS, AND FROM PAUL'S EXAMPLE. 

Step now, thirty years after the eracifixion 
of this blessed Being, into the zenith of ¢rvil- 

| zation and splendour, the enpital of the world, 
| and there listen to & new voice of revelation 
on this subject. = *“ Let every soul be subject 
unto the higher powers. For there 1s no 
power ° but of God ; the powers that be are 
ordained of God. Whosoever therefore re- 
sisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
(God ; and they that resist shall receive to 
themselves damaation. For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt 
thou then not be afraid of the power ? Do 
that which is good, and thou shalt have praise 
of the same. For he is the minister of God 
to thee for good. But if thou go that which 
is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the sword 
in vain ; for he is the minister of God, a re- 
venger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil.” Rom. xiii. 1 —4. 
Two things are 10 be specially noted in this 

pussage ; the Divine origin of government as 
an ordinance of God ; and the power of in- 
flicting death as the minister of God. If these 
two things be not recognized in this passage, 
then there is no meaning in it. The sword, 
as the symbol of power in the magistracy,ino- 
dieated not an inferior power, inerely ; but the 

well-known highest power of life aud death, 
which, as in all such cases, is taken as the 
sy mbol. The power Paul sanctions under the 
Christia~ dispensation, as springing from aod 
sustuined by the ordinance of God. There is 
no other possible view that can_be taken of 
the passage. There is in it’ no suggestion of 
any repeal of any law—no appeal 10 the mild- 
er genius of the Saviour’s dispensation—no 

appeal to the sermon on the Moaat—no re- 
treat from vour sauvage genius of the Old 
Testament to the mild, forgiving spirit of the 
New ; but an wnhesitating; explicit recor ui- 
tron and re-promulgation of the lawful.ess 
and divine authority of the punishment of 
death by the magistrate, as the revenger of 
crime, the minister of God to execute wrath 
upon the guilty. The phrase * bearing the 
sword” could have been understood by those 
to whom Paul was wri.iug only as reierring 
to the power of death. The Romazrgovern- 
ment had not abolished capital punishment, 
nor was Peul writing to a community of Qa- 
kers. He wns writing to those who would 
inevitably have . understood him «0 reiterate 
as belonging to the magistracy under the 
Christian dispensation that power to take life, 
with which society was invested of God under 
the Noachic and the Jewish dispensation. 

Let thisargumeat be carried one step far- 
ther in order to test it in Paul’s own conduct, 
and it becomes perfectly decisive. In his own 
person, at the judgmeut bar, Paul fully recog: 
nises the justice and solemn authority of the 
penalty of death. “If | beoan offender, or 
have committed anything worthy of death, [ 
refuse not to die.” Acts xxv. 11. Paul sup- 
poses that there are crimes worthy of death, 
and that a human government may. rightly 
inflict the penalty for such crimes ; he requires 
u legal investigation in his own case, and if 
by such an in , he be found to have 
done anything which deserves that penalty, 
he does not refuse to suffer it, he is willing to 
die. The argument thus tested in Paul’s own 
experience, is perfect. lt is incontrovertible, 
tifat so fur from therg being any abrogation of 
the ordinance given to mankmd through Noah, 
either in the letter, or by the spiri of the 
Chien S—— we find in the very 
opening of that dispensation, a new and 
distinct oul of the same. Nor is 

» | this to be wondered at ; for the legislation of 
God with Noah was as purely benevolent as 
the DEVI of pur Snmparspemacn; on the 
Mout. 
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