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that take the sword shall peri$h by the sword,

“which saying, so far as it goes, is a reitera.

a»&» w3 even if he had said distinet-
e

of veuliation by an cye fo

¥ tever did- say, but simply
the spirit of private revenge
that law as its instrument or for its

u of .

bold, universal, in an authoritative annun- o0 conlment : this would not have the least
ciation as simple, clear, conclusive, a8 any pooviio on the t

_ B . S, e axy ng on penal statute for murder,
command in tk d“m 'mimnu either. estion, restrain, limit, or repeal. it.
manifesf, w ‘asgreat. K"“."P‘b"’ Even suppgsing one statute of the Divine Law
:'0 {::d‘{ 0y SGG¥0 hw “':ft":{'“ repealed by its author, who dare take this ex-
raj ! “under the au il ”?‘7 NS ample, agd follow in'the rdpeal of another,
universal statute, in the legislation of & p2ople ithout 4 direct command flom the Deity :
who recejved this first book ecntaining it as g of - veasoning is “sltogether pre-
one of the portions of the Divine law ; ‘and g, and incorrect. .
this- pa r epactment as belonging to  phe pts-of our Saviourare soietimes

themselves, as one of the
mankind sprung from Noah ;—which local
stetutes, though restricted to the Jews, look
back to. the great original statute as their
fountain, and prove incontrovertibly hat thus
far that statute had never been repealed, 1
show these statutes a;iyw couched in such
terms, accompanied with such remarkable de-
clarations as to thé guilt of murder, that even
in local enactments this crime has been man-
festly singled out and held up to the world as
an exception to all others, in admitting no re-
prieve or repeal in any case whatever from
its ‘assiged penalty. . There are no deeper
colours, in which the péncil of inspiration it-

self is ever dipped, -
It is astonishing # mark the jealousy of the
y of his fallen

Divine Reing, lest the sympath »
creatures with sin, and their mistaken pity for
the murderer instead of the murdered victim,
should turn the course of justice from 'its pre-

scribed channel. Doubtless the Divine Le-

nive at

low his supreme wisdom, a readiness to _con-
e and clear the guilty, a readi-

ily influence, partly by the de-
parily by infideli
the plausible pretence of a
superior to God’s. For & sea-

son, thcse explieit statutes prevailed to check
i , ] crime of mur-
der, so that, under the administration of the
Judges it was so uncommon, that the whole
nation from Dan to Bgersheba rose up in a

ccomplicated noble state

¢ it.

of nd- produced cntirely by
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 pblc pfion,
the “salu er of tl laws. Bu' in
aﬂertinm ' 'mw-bc neglect-

ed, and this remi n its execution is

charged again fﬁd‘nqion,ucoﬂﬂsiﬂl_) one 14 justice, to have him arrested and put in pri-
of ‘its | sins, this” carelessness of hu- !s&nj?m receive his doom. ¥ou Yoiial? wotd,
man life, and this permission of bloodshed o an enemy to the community, if you con-
without avenging it. Your hands are full of yived at his escape.”
sg" d thi ) aﬁnmmns; m‘:’ P f?v;ng;d " In view of the above consecutive and irre-
- e P -8 “"wbnt o will dot b ; ’1hgible’ arguments and reasonings of Dr.
| Sious il YOUF Prayers, but fmd WiLHOt her| Cheever, 1t will eusily be scen, that the pas-
o Eaasining ‘-»feaiﬁl:m:md—hyabemrofthe
; vy : ,?,.,.mm earing whatever on the subject.
ohaaho L aE " Some of the passages he has are mere-
tndt 3 pr&:* desi to. regulate the feelings and con-
- 8. e 7 duct of Christians in their private and social
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urged asif really the Spirit of God and the
Spirit of (Christ were contradictory. When
. the Savioursays, Thou shalt love thine ene-
mies, it is the same benevolence which speaks,
The murderer shall surely be put to death.—
When God says, Resist not evil ; Recompense
"'to no man evil for evil ; Vengeance is mine,
I will repay, saith the Lord; he speuaks toin-
“dividuals ‘and not to the civil government;
thére could not be a more perfect obedience
to this command, than when th= avenging of
the blood of a murdered man is put into the
"hands of the government, and’ God’s own
penalty is"exéeuted. This is God’s own ven-
frnce‘; this is God repaying, and not man.
Your obligation to love your enemies, is no
«greater than your obligation to love the com-
,munity. This train of thought is admirably
. developed hy Rev., Mr. Thon pson of New
| York. _ What it may be wrong for you to do
as a private individual, it may be wiong . for
' you not to do as a citizen or an officer of jus-
‘tice. You have no right to inflicta personal
. injury upon your neighbour, but to love him,
'though he be your enemy ; even if he haye
- murdered your own brother, you are bound
'to forgive him the injury yourself; but yow
‘are’also bound ‘to bring him to jnstice. If
1you are a magistrate, and your neighbour or
fg::”gw brought before you charged
: an ugmmt the Jaws, you are
bound to inflict an injury upon him, by the
penalty of law, and if the crime be murder,
by death. If your dwelling should be set

on fire at midnight, and one of your children |
murdered by your enemy, the Spirit of Christ '

commands you to forgive him personally, but

“itcommands you also not to shield him from

the penalty of the law. The same Spirit of
Christ commands you, as you love the wel-
fare of the community, to ri:;g this‘tnurderer

"in;grodug'se d:éth their feﬂ:’w_meﬁ\e % x'x'mt the
_others are designed t» regulate, their feeli
Tand %Mﬁét towards feﬂgw Christians ::%l?
‘ whom " they ‘may be associated in the fellow-
ship of the Gospel as members of the same
Eﬁfcﬁ We'here insert the passages in or-
der as given by our editor. " ~

' &« Recompense no man evil for evil. Pro-
| in the sight of all men.”

Aloved;? dvengenor y
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e0 'he done so;we fear he would

as God | such should be stoned : but

« ‘adulterous woman, who under the Old Dis-

- 'and the woman standing in the jnidst. When

ourselves,
for it' is /but the woman, he said unto her, woman,

is mine ; L will repay |

mething addressed

restore sich

M;l\l'fﬂﬂled i one word,
shalt love thy neighbour
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fellowship who, having fallen into what our Reviewer designates the * barbaric
open sin has acknowled his fault and code of the blood-thirsty Jews,” &e. :—
proved himself penitent. Such an one they  The argument from Seriptureé in favour of
are to restore to his former place in their con- capital punishment, is plain and powerful. It
fidence and.. fellowship, eonsidering how lia- jgeasy to distinguish between what is local
ble md - ves are to f“"ll‘hb'efore the, pow- and transitory on the one hand, and ‘what is
pL. en, temptatic IS passage univer yrmanent on the other. We
v : b particular.” "The ,"’0‘_“’ “selvew to-the latter. We do not inquire con-
spiritual he puts—as we have put it—in cerning the social or cwil regulations, of the
italics. "This 18 designed, to mean something. Hebrews, as if, because they possessed the
Does it mean that our editor does not profess givine sanction for themselves, therefore they

to be'a spiritual man ? If so, then, of course, are binding updh us ; at the same time we
he “must be a natural man. And ifhe be, may derive much instruction from their study.

that sufficiently accounts for the ignorant | jooking carefylly for the final causes of the
manner in which he makes use of Scripture. |ocal Mosaic enactments, we shall often have
 For here * is something nddressed to” natur- reason to admire their wisdom, when a super-
al ** men in particular”—* The natural man ficial observer would set them down as capri-
receiveth not the tl_ungt ofth2 8 int of Gﬂd * cious or unintelligible, Their thorough. ex-
for thgey are foolishness unto him ; nextl.ler amination requires much research and liscri-
can he know lhgm, because they are spiri- minating observation ; and it has come to be
tually discerned.” 1f, therefore, our editor 5 common thing, for persons who have never
be a matural man, they who take him as a made the Antiquities of Christianity in any
leader. in the interpretation and aﬁphﬂgt_lon | shape the ahject of their-study, to speak of
of Scripture may rest assured on the Divine | the Mosaic code as erude, cruel, unchris-l'

testimony that theﬁ are following a blind and | jn.»
ignorant gmde. -

. aving m:ld(? the above in-  Now there are four thiugs to be remarked
appropriate quotations our editor goes on 10 of this code, in its particulars.

say ¢ With these evidences before us (taking| ). The laws were.not those of Moses, but
| the Nev Tgsumont as our gm.de) we are of God. Jehovah himself was the Lawgiver,
 surprized, if not shcked, to think that so and Moses acted simply as his agent or min-
- many Ministers of the Gospel should be ad- jster, being in no- sense himself a lawgiver,
| Yocates of tl‘P death code: Bl{h then, it was .ns we apply this title to men like Solou or Ly-
the Chief Priests and Secribes in the days of curgus. The whole code, from beginning to

' the Redeemeér who clamoured the loudest for | end. was framed by divine inspirati dl
| - b L g y divine inspiration, an
K. Sa\flo?’r’q blood—** Crucify him ’—%NCI- | poss;eases the authority of the divine aam’:tion,
fy him™—Jesus rather than Barrabas.” | whether consisting of new preeepts revealed
' Now, this may be very good as a stroke of for the first time from heaven, or of precepts

fthetoric, but it 1 very bad argument. Un- already in existence; and permitted by the di-
fortunately “for our opponent we do not pro-  yine wisdom to stand.

{ fess. to be in the succession from the C’li(f 2. Not one of these precepts was ever ah-
 Priests in the days of our Redeemer. Query. | rogated by our Saviour, but on the contrary,
! Does our editor know the distinction that ex- | they were sustained and sanctioned y his
its between a Olnel: l?ﬂe!} in the days of our own declarations and example. “ His ewn
' Redeemer and a Minister of the Gospel now? | death fulfilled, and so abrogated, the Jewish
s he acquainted with the w1'de difference that dispensat}on ; but not one of its laws was ab- |
| exists' between their respective functions ? If rogated, not even of its typical and esremo- |
l he is, we .hentate not' to say, that he is wil- ‘{nial institutes, while he was living; and asto '
fully. guilty of disi jenuousness in thus | jts moral precepts, they al!, as well as the
seeking, to roduce a-alse,lmp{eason on ig- final causes of- them, were to endure not |
- norant minds by making an unqunﬁable at-  merely to the ime of his crucifixion, when
ternpt to Mgnhfy the Minmer of the Gospel “he should say, It is finished ; but till heaven'
' of Christ with the Chief Priest’s and Seribes  and earth should pass away, notone jot or tit-
'in the days of our mer. ~ We prefer .tle was to be repealed, till ail should be ful-

: rather to believe, cour editor is. himsel! flled. . "
“ignorant of the d on of character, and & Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of

ifference of fu ¥ existing between the [{fese least commandments, and shall teach
Chief Pﬂeﬂ%{“ﬂ Seribes in the days of our men so, he shall be ciiled the least in the
Redeenlt?ra the.. Ministers of lh_e Gospel of | kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever.shall do
our Redéemer now§ than to believe that he | and’teach them, the same shall be called great
is guilty of disingenuousness with a wilful | jn the kingdom of heaven.”® Thus did our
intention to produce a false impression on  blessed Lord extend into the Christian dispen--
' the minds of his readers. 3 4 |sation, and confirm and repromulgate there,

As proof of the more humanizing teach-:
ings 0

. as of perpetual obligation in that kingdom of
f the New Temment over the Old, our heaven, which was to have no end,—the
 editor refers to our Lord’s forgiveness, of the | moral precepts of the Jewish dispensation.

. o, N 3. They contain the great law of love, pro-
pensation was deserving of death. Our re- mulgated anew in the Gospel. It is as really
ply is, that our Lord sent .he‘r aw.iy from his | revealed in the Mosaic precepts, as it is in

“presence with an admonition to sin no moie,! our Saviour’s sermon on the Mount. The

' because there was no one to copdemn her. | spirit of courtesy, kinduess, and benevolence

' When she was first brought to him he con-  prevailing in them is remarkable ; their pro-
demued her to be put to death according to tection of the stranger and the poor, the

the law of Moses; forhe came not todestroy  fatherless and the widow ; their ineulcation of

(the law but tefulfil it. = He commanded those  |ove to God, love to our neighour, and  kind-

+who brought her who ~were without guilt, pess evea to enemies, would have eonstituted

requal to her own, to cast the first stone at {n the Jewish nation, had they obeyed them, ‘
 her. And then stooped down and wrote oit a bright transeript of the divine perfections. |
the ground, Suﬁqumg—-.humanly speaking | And as to their penal sanctions, a learned and |

' —that she would immediately be stoned to |judicious writer has remarked, after speaking |

{death. But they who heard what he said, |of the offences punished capitally by the Jew- |
“being convicted by their own conscience,|ish law, that “*in the other penal laws of the
- went out one by one, beginning at the cldest, | Mosaic code, there prevails a eonstant spirit !
‘even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone | of mildness and equity, unequalled in any'

- \ other system of jurisprudence, ancient or

himself, and saw none . modern.”—* The Jewish law adjusted its |

, punishments more suitably to the real degree

where aro those thine accusers? hath lot of moral depravity attending different species |

mned thee 7 - She said, No man, of guilt, than modern codes.”+ '

, d Jesus said unto _her, Neither do 2 They were, in that age and generation, '
I condemn thee : go, and sin no more.” Tt a collection of superhuman wisdom, standing

- would have been_strange indeed, if Jesus inout in such bright contrast with the statutes of |

the character or capacity of a judgd had put | the heathen world, as to constitute a most sa-|

‘this woman 10 death with his own hands tisfactory and conclusive demonstration of

 without uny one to accuse her ; for her ac- their divine original.  The calme;t profound |

casers had all departed. Had he done it in 'study of them does entiely justify tha decla-
this case, he- ﬁ%‘p haye been consistent, ration of Moses himself to his,countrymenia
have done it in all similar cases. And m1 reference to their observance : * Keep there-

‘bave’ hadl | fore and do them : for this is your wisdom

ta great deal to do in the way of putting such and your understanding in the sight of the na-
wmw death - We aro in fact expressly ‘ tio f’ which shall bgu'ﬂu theaelﬁmmtes, and
iinformed that this woman was brought to Jesus sa;.‘hnrely this great nation is a wise and un- |
with a view' to ensnare ‘him. ‘Those who derstanding people.. For what nation is there |
brought lier said unto him + Master, this wo- ' so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as'
man was taken in aduitery, in: the very act. the Lord our God is in all things that we call |
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that upon him for 7 And what nation is there so.
o oo S irorn bt ary s
might ous, as all this law, whi set before |
;gl!?d.;,wed-ym this day 2§ ;

h&fw«- " 'We here at this pointinsert the article from |
elf.to be ihe Boston ationalist alluded 1o last
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nan therefore ook g to Mr. Phillips’ speech be-
eviewer Mr‘%oﬁmm

wdt complete all that we intend

' men, as the natural instinet of universal hu-
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to Hehrew, it could take no other shape o
the original as it stands in the text of  Moses.
Some have argued that the prononn ** whai.
soever,” instead of *+ whoseever,”—limiting
the force of the preceédt to the uninrelligent
part of the ereation—might be the true read-
ing. But to this there are three objections. —
The first is that such a rendrring wo.'d ewnpty 4
the statute of all. dignity, foree, and [irness '©°
its place and end ; the second, that it wo.'d
make nonsense of its twin clause and reason
—=* for in the image of God mide be mn:.”
the third, that the fair construction of the He-
brew tongue will not allow it.  All the com-
mentators of any eminence in Hebrew (in-
deed we might almost say all ihe con,moma-
tors) are on one side—unanimous in the opi-
nion that the passage as it stands in the Eng-
lish Bible fairly represents ihe words of Jeho-
.vah, as recorded ia the book of Moggs. Now
of this passage, so rendered, three things are
true.

1. It is a distinet and direct expression of
the opinion and will of (iod, that the m wrdirer
should be punished wi h death by bis fellow
men. It is a specific and solemn part of the
Divine re-institution and . recognition of =ivil.
society after the deluge.

2. Itwas given for the instruction and di-
rection of the race and the whole race in all
its future nations, ages anl circumstances. —
So far from being limited 10 one of the sons
of Noah and the descendants which shou!d
come from his loms, it is expressly stated 1o
have been spoken to all the fammly, and was
coupn'ed with such references w their fuiure
tertility as to make it cortain thai—so long as
it remained wncontradicted —it was to be of
universal weight. It was given centuries b - =
fore the name of Jew was ever heard of —ages
before there was any Mosés, or Mosaic statute
“s0 that, if it remain, it remains as forceful
now as ever—and, singe humanity has not
hanged its nature or essential circumnstances
being, remains as beneficent now as ever.
3. Itis not pretended that these words of
God have ever been recalled, except us some
have urged that, in a general wuy, the mild
precepts of the New Testament are to be con-
strued. But as we shall show hereafler, the
New Testament, so far from repealing, speci-
fically confirms them.

The objections which have been insisted on
against this pussage, a'l “fail 1o weaken its
force or change its aim. Mr. Phillips, the
other day, a: the State House, made shrt

in regard to the subject in which we supposed
our friend and ministerial brother the Revd.
Robt, 1rvine might have been in when the pe-
culiar circumstances in which he was placed
led him to advocate the abolition of the death
penalty ; and moreover to question whetheft
that friend entertained the same sentiments
on the subject now which he did then. Our
Reviewer has tvied to givelis readers a laugh
at our expense by remarking “ this is rich—
very.  We have a better opinion of the soli-
dity of Mr. Irvine than this,” The Rev. Mr.
Robinson we have not seen, but unless our
memory is greatly at fault, he informed us-
in a conversation which we held with him some
time ago not fifty yards from the office of the
Morning News that he had read our pamphlet
and entertained our views on the subject,

The articles from the Conmgregationalist is
as follows :—

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

It would be very strange if God, who has
given us, in the Bible, directions forevery ex-
igency of life, should have excluded there-
from all reference to one of the greatest exi-
gencies of civil iety—that in which the
life of oae of its members is taken by-another.

[f permitied to ‘go on, such procedure
woulds in a very short time, be fatal to society.
It is therefore vital to its existence. We may
infer then that, being so vital, God would al-
lude to it in some way in that volume, which
so tenderly cares for the public weal as well
as for private welfare. It is our purpose now
to examine the Bible to see 'if it has any
teachings upon this subjeet, and, if so, what
they are, and whither they tend.

The first passage which has any reference
to the subject is connected with the hisfory of
Cain. Cain was the first murderer, and God |
“cursed him” and said unto him, “ a fug:-
and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.”’
But Cain, uader the impulse of the feeling
that having taken the life of a man, men ©
would therefore, from a sense of natural jus- | of
tice, seek tostake his life, replied, it shall
come to pass that every one that findeth me
shall slay me.” Then the Lord answered
him thus :—*¢ whosoever slayeth Cain venge-
ance shall be taken on him seven fold. And
the Lord set a mark upon €ain, lest any find-
ing him should k:ll him.”

Concerning this whole transaction, we
ought to consider, in the first place, that it is
a merely individual instance, decided by the |
peculiarities which belonged to itself, and | y Abgrp ’
contains neither the announcment of an ; pre- | work of “—‘ﬂ? he thought—but if his logic
cept, nor the exposition of any great and zen- | Were nOt usually better than upon that occa-
eral principle in regard to the crime of mur- | 8100 he would never have reached his present
der. [t pleased Gud to permit Cain to li.» |€MiNence as a reasoner. Let us see how he
though he-was a murderer: nay, more, 10 spoke against ’n. He said ;_(we quote from
protect h'm ih some way, (the exact particu- | Mr. Yerrinton’s phonographic report, as pub-

-

lars of which we caonot understand),. from | lished in the Bee of March 20th.) -

the execution of that peaalty which he antici- 1. “It 18 a command 10 the Jewish nation

pated and dreaded at his hauds of bhis fellow 'S¢ far as we koow.” One might as well‘ ar-
gue that Kansas and Nebraska were two of the

original thirteen Siates of vur Confederacy.
But, waiving this, be next urged :

2. “ If itis a law of God,” (gwven thrangh
Noah to all men) ** it must be fuily, entirely

manity. God did not at this time say whether
other murderers should five or die—left that
for fature exposition. Why he permitted Cain
to live, and took measures'to protect him from ’
the natural vengeance of the race, he has not _obeypd: no man ,h“s any _"‘ght to take ex-
told us. It may have been because his life, as ' ceptions to it. Itis but a si~gle line of He-
a warning to others of the dreadful effects of | brew- _But there are as many as tweloef d;f’
giving loose to the wickedness within, might | ferent interpretations ;)f H—no ‘:Oho [-'l e
be of peculiar valug, outweighing any advan- | Ereat lights of oriental ea"“"l‘g and the Ge-
tage lProm his execution in that comparativel bre}w»languag_e h‘,‘,‘"’ !)egn f‘b e 1o agree .upon
privaie manner, which the sparseness of the 0 interprelation. This is a mistgke. M":
population in any one loeality would then ne- | Phillips—whose great abilities lie in anothe:
cessitate. It may have been because civil so- irection —has been misled by sqmebm]y_ a
ciety in any such sense as we now give the | this particular. Luther and Cnlvxll,‘(}mtlps,
term, did not exist. It may have been be- Mlchnellg, Roseu‘muller, Selden, Gesenius
cause God was willing to try, for a few ecen- and Robinson, with a host of equal or lesser
turies, the experiment of no eapital punish-  P3/Mes, agree n affirming the sub.an:‘ml t:ccu-
ment. But, whatever the reasons influencing | "¢y of our English ‘“‘"s'"”\"“" ; "’I W 590
the Divine mind, by the very individuality and ¢hallenge Mr. Phillips or anybody else to pro-
isolation of the case, and the fact that God duce the name of asingle Hebraist of acknow-
dealt with it in‘a private manner, and made it . ledged thoroughness and ability, who has de-
no precedent, and the occasion of no statate, it nied or will deny that the translation in com-
is taken out of the general question before us, MOM Use among us is a fair rendering of the
and the Bible—so far as this history is con- | Original. Dr. Kraitsir—as Mr. P. says—un-

cerned—teaches nothing binding upon ns in "dertook 1o show that it * only forbade canni-

regard to the proper treatment of the mur- | balism—the eating of men ;" but he failed 10

b 22w - show it—as M. D'Olivet and J. W, Browne

Pagsing on to the 9th of Genesis we find a ‘ hndﬁuled before hlm. Th..n is all the rgusou
distinct (and the first) instance of something | why his eminent testimony is valueless in the
like Divine legislation upon the subject. . The | preseat case, Whellger ll'mlur?markuh‘lfMHc-
entire existing race—in the persons of Noah | bg‘am’,’ Me. Giddon—in his * Types of Mau-
and his family=—had just come oat of the ark. | kind, hpsequessed_ himseif _unquumbly {0
Standing upon the siopes of Ararat they looked | the received rendering of this passage, we
down toward a pew life upon a new earth.— have not time, at this moment to 10yestigute,
As they offered sacrifices to God in the first 8. Mr. Phillips next urges that the seMenc’e

ladness of their hearts, and remembered that | really reads, ¢ * Whosoever 8')[?‘?: man’s
all this waste and desolation, of which they | blood, his blood s‘hall be shed. at is ‘:;e
had been the solitary living wilnesses, had whole sentence, ‘ by man,’ is an interpola-
come because of human sin; nnd that they had |tion.”  Here again he has been imposed upon.
been saved by faith, it was natural that they If he were himselfa Hebraist he would know
should start upon their new career with the (that this is thc most utler nousense. We
endeavor 10 avoid the old mistakes of their Shouid like to sce & Hebrew Bible which has
former fellows, and shape the life of the fu- | thrown itout of its text.: De Wette was. not
ture. race by the patterns of the Divine will.— jwholly unine to novelties and * pro-
It was. natural, also, that, God—before he sent | gress’ 10 Philology, but hegives us
them away to mukiply replenish the earth the following as his translation of the \;rﬂf.
—should say such words and give such coun- ** Wer Menschen-Blut vergieszet, f‘:‘cﬁ fq:;
sels to them, as he saw were especially n schen soll sein Blut vergossen werden.

eed:

! d sufferings of |Fespectable critic that we ever heard: of,
p(;tmno:uthewlblé:g&( throws. out the words, ** by m;’. and yet

“capital puuishment for murder in the auti-de- ! Mwh‘ﬂ pow;;lj its being
Tarian Gontara had been 0 experimen lion;” s i bo b seen Mo




