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fellowship who, having fallen into what our Reviewer designates the * barbaric 

open sin has acknowled his fault and code of the blood-thirsty Jews,” &e. :— 

proved himself penitent. Such an one they The argument from Scripture in favour of 
are to restore to his former place in their con- capital punishment, is plain and powerful. It 
fidence and. fellowship, considering how lia- jgeasy to distinguish between what is local 

nth Bd, ble they t ves are to fall before the, pow- sand transitory on the one hand, and ‘what is 
wy even if ho had said distine:- er of Ee lo mptat ans This passage our gn permanent on the other. We 

; : 2 & “2 nmi E—— : “done oy": : in particular.” "The word “selves to-the latter. We do not inquire con- 
iT never say, but simply spiritual he uts—as we have put it—in cerning the social or cwil regulations of the 
the spirit of private revenge italics. "This is designed, to mean something. Hebrews, as if, because they possessed the 

. Lf J 

dare tod as lo 
~_cdnno Png. te lig  jalranpe by our 
‘Saviour to the law of death for murder; ex- 

1 ceptit may be where he deelares that 
sword shall perih by the sword, 
3, 80 fof 4518 gosk, is a fehera. 

to Hehrew, it could take no other shape tan 

the original as it stands in the text of Moses. 
Some have argued that the pronoun ** what. 

soever,” instead of *+ whoseever,”—limiting 
the force of the preceédt to the uninrelligent 
part of the ereation—might be the true read. 

ing. But to this there are three objections. — 
The first is that such a rend ring wo..'d empty 
the statute of all. dignity, foree, and [irness 0” 
its place and end ; the second, that it wo Ah 

make nonsense of its twin clause and reason 

in regard to the subject in which we supposed 
our friend and ministerial brother the Revd. 
Robt, 1rvine might have been in when the pe- 
culiar circumstances in which he was placed 
led him to advocate the abolition of the death 
penalty ; and moreover to question whetheft 
that friend entertained the same sentiments 
on the subject now which he did then. Our 
Reviewer has tried to gives readers a laugh 
at our expense by remarking “ this is rich— 
very. We have a better opinion of the soli- 

we of pe prs ML 0. ihat law as its instrument or for its Does it mean that our editor does not profess divine sanction for themselves, therefore they = dity of Mr. Irvine than this.” The Rev. Mr. — for in the image of God mide be mun.” 
hos oe gy er at 1 a concealment ; this would not have the least to bea spiritual man ? If so, then, of course, gre binding updh us; at the plagayerat ad Robinson we have not seen, but unless our the third, that the fair construction of the He- 

hues fo gel poathd Sh redenna oo Dearing on, the penal statute for murder, he ‘must bea natural man. And ifhe be, may derive much instruction from their study, Memory is greatly at fault, he informed us: brew tongue will not allow it. All the com. 
manifest, with ¢ Shdveat.  Fthen prove either. tion, restrain, limit, or repeal it. that sufficiently accounts for the ignorant |, looking carefylly for the final causes of the in a conversation which we held with him some mentators of any eminence i0 FleBrew (in- 
to’ You STRIP Ahoy particulir statutes Even supposing one statute of the Divine Law manner in which he makes use of Seripture. |oeal Mosaic enactments, we shall often have time ago not fifty yards from the office of the deed we might almost say all the con, mena- 
pad da 1 Niner ther atthorit ‘of this, repealed by its author, who dare take this ex- | For here * is something nddressed t0" natur- reason to admire their wisdom, when a super. Morning News that he had read our pamphlet tors) are on one side—unanimous in the opi- 
universal statute, in the legistation pe Side ot e, ayd follow in’ the repeal of another, al ‘men in particular” —* The natural man ficial observer would set ther down as capri- and entertained our views on the subject. nion that the passage as it stands in the Eng- 
wht received this first book pr or re “without 4 direct command fiom the Deity 7 receiveth not the things of ths Spirit of God : cious or unintelligible, Their thorough. ex- The articles from the Congregationalist is lish Bible fairly represents ihe words of Jeho- 

Boog : + Ba of reasoning is “altogether pre- for they are foolishness unto him: neither as follows :— .vah, as recorded in the hook of Mogg. Now 

rly Ry gy and incorrect. hg can he lg oy because they are spiri- 4 
one of the po amination requires much research and liscri- 

is. pa "epuctinent’ as belong ; minating observation ; and it has come to be CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. of this passage, so rendered, three things are 
hen one of the Ld gy. J hy. The precepts of our Saviour are soietimes tually discerned.” If, therefore, our editor 4 Sonim thing, for persons who have never It would be very strange if God, who has true. Ht 
mankind Sbeiig from saswhich 16cat urged as)if really the Spirit of God dnd the be a natural man, they who take him as a made the Antiquities of Christianity in any given us, in the Bible, directions forevery ex- 1. It is a distinct and direct expression of 
ste tuted, VB0aRh restficted 0 the Ri Took SPs f(Christ were contradictory, When leader in the interpretation and application shape the ohject of their-study, to speak of igency of life, should have excluded there- the opinion and will of God, that the m ardircr 

back to the their the Saviour says, Thou shalt love thine enc- of Scripture may rest assured on the Divine | should be punished wi h death by bis fellow 
0. the great original statute as their 

fountain, and prove incontrovertibly hat thus 
far that statute had never been repealed, 1 

from all reference to one of the greatest exi- 
gencies of civil iety—that in which the 
life of one of its members is taken by another. 

; ; | the Mosaic code as * erude, cruel, unchris-' 
are following a blind and | {jzn.» 
aving made the above in- Now there are four things to be remarked 

mies, it is the same benevolence which speaks, 
The murderer shall surely be put to death.— 
When God says, Resist not evil ; Recompense 

men. It is a specific and solemn part of the 
Divine re-institution and recognition of ivil. 

testimony that the 
ignorant guide. Hu 

bet Shalit mf ' th, Resi DMpe! appropriate quotations our editor goes on 10 of this code, in its particulars. f° onsent 2 h dure society after the deluge. 

pe cehophfed vith miich rae eg 10 fio man evil for evil ; Vengeance is mine, say « With these evidences before us (taking }, The laws oo p= those of Moses, but odd na very oh gf be fatal to sbeivey. 2. ltwas given for the instruction and di- 
clatstion 8 ko thé guilt of murder, that even § will repay, saith the Lord; he speuks toin- | the. New Testament as our guide) we are of God. Jehovah himself was the Lawgiver, Tt is therofore vital to ts existence. We may | fection of the race and the whole. race in all 

CE ’ ' #1 dividuals ‘and ‘not to the civil government;  surprized, if not shocked, to think that so gpd Moses acted simply as his agent or” min- its future nations, ages and circumstances. — in local enactments this crime has been man- 
festly singled out and held up to the world as 
an exception to all others, in admitting no re- 
prieve or repeal in any case whatever from 
its ‘assiged penalty. . There are no deeper 
colours, in which the péncil of inspiration it- 
self is ever dipped, 

mark the jealousy of the 5 It is pw i A 
ivine Being, lest the sympathy of his fallen 

creatures = rai be pity for 
the murderer instead of the murdered victim, 
should turn the course of justice from its pre- 
scribed channel. Doubtless the Divine Le- 

nive at 
lom, a readiness to _con- 

e and clear the guilty, a _readi- 

ily influence, partly by the de- 
partly by infidel 

superior to God’s. For a sea- 
son, these explicit statutes prevailed to check 

i crime of mur- 
der, so that, under the administration of the 
Judges it was so uncommon, that the whole 
nation from Dan to Beersheba rose up in a 
complicated noble state ¢ it. 
of nd produced entirely by 

grew 
the “salu er of tl laws. Bu in 
afer tind WSN tio be neglect- 
ed, and this remi in its execution is 

charged again the nation, as constitutin one ig justice, to have him arrested and put in pri- 
of ‘its | sins, this” carelessness of hu- be tm receive his doom. ¥ou Sota? wold, 
man life, and this permission of bloodshed ho an enemy to the community, if you con. 
without avenging it. Your hands are full of yived at his escape.” 
hoy 7 + sald trang "In view of the above consecutive and irre- 
Hoi Tha 5% hg Lin Fifbt he “hi sid arguments and reasonings of Dr. 
Namptadin of 7 oh @ WILROL REA | Cheever, 1t will easily be seen, that the pas. 
po Easing he i ae 
’ geo : JIB oe pn earing whatever on the subject. 
ely +E" Some of the passages he has quoted are mere- 
br 3 Biood + desi to. regulate the feelings and con- 
- 8. oe 7 duct of Christians in their private and social 

irable 

D aC ha- 

observed an unwillingness to fol- | 

of witnesses and of judges 
ya sympathy produced yo { 

er pe. 

_com- 

a. Vide things ic 

Epa 0 for ered {but the woman, he said unto her, woman, 

thére could not be a more perfect obedience 
to this command, than when th= avenging of 
the blood of a murdered man is put into the 
"hands of the government, and’ God's own 
penalty is"exéeuted. This is God’s own ven- 
rm— this is God repaying, and not man. 
Your obligation to love your enemies, is no 
«greater than your obligation to love the com- 
munity. This train of thought is admirably 
developed hy Rev. Mr. Thon pson of New 
| York. What it may be wrong for you to do 
as a private individual, it may be wiong for 
‘you not to do as a citizen or an officer of jus- 
‘tice. You have no right to inflicta personal 
, injury upon your neighbour, but to love him, 
though he be your enemy ; even if he have 
‘murdered your own brother, you are bound 
'to forgive him the injury yourself; but you 
‘are also bound ‘to bring him to jostice. If 

1-1 you are a magistrate, and your neighbour or 
before you charged 
the Jaws, you are 

bound to inflict an injury upon him, by the 
penalty of law, and if the crime be murder, 
py death. If your dwelling should be set 
on fire at midnight, and one of your children | 
murdered by your enemy, the Spirit of Christ 
commands you to forgive him personally, but 
“itcommands you also not to shield him from 
the penalty of the law. The same Spirit of 
Christ commands you, as you love the wel- 
fare of the community, to ring this‘ tnurderer 

J intercourse with their fellow men 3 and the 
others are desi tr regulate, their feelings 
‘and conduct towards fellow Christians with 
whom they ‘may be associated in the fellow- 
ship of the Gospel as members of the same 
Church, We here insert the passages in or- 

booed Recompense no man evil for evil. Pro- 

test in’ the sight of all men.” 

«+ ‘adulterous woman, who under the Old Dis- 

and the woman standing in the jnidst. When 

many Ministers of the Gospel should be ad- ister, being in no-sense himself a lawgiver, 
 vocates of the death code. But, then, it was ys we apply this title to men like Solou or Ly- 
the Chief Priests and Scribes in the days of curgus. The whole code, from beginning to 
the Redeemer who clamoured the loudest for tend, was framed by divine inspiration, and 
‘a Saviour’s blood—** Crucify oA lid | possesses the pope A of the Soli sanction, 
fy him"™—¢Jesus rather than Barrabas.” whether consisting of new preeepts revealed 
Now, this may be very good as a stroke of for the first time from heaven, or of precepts 
frhetoric, but it 1 very bad argument. Un- glready in existence, and permitted by the di- 
fortunately “for our opponent we do not pro- vine wisdom to stand. 

! fess to be in the succession from the Chief 2. Not one of these precepts was ever ah. 

+ Priests in the days of our Redeemer. Query. | rogated by our Saviour, but on the contrary, 
! Does our editor know the distinction that ex- | they were sustained and sanctioned dy his 

its between a Chief Priest in the days of our own declarations and example. “ His ewn 
Redeemer and a Minister of the Gospel now? | death fulfilled, and so abrogated, the Jewish 
Is he acquainted with the wide difference that dispensation ; but not one of its laws was ab- | 
| exists’ between their respective functions ? If rogated, not even of its typical and esremo- | 
he is, we hesitate not to say, that he is wil- nial institutes, while he was living; and as to’ 
fully guilty of disi jenuousness in thus | its moral precepts, they all, as well as the 
seeking, to roduce a false impression on ig- final causes of- them, were to endure not | 
-norant minds by making an unjustifiable at- merely to the ime of his crucifixion, when 
ternpt to identify the Minister of the Gospel “he should say, It is finished ; but till heaven 
of Christ with the Chief Priest's and Scribes and earth should pass away, not one jot or tit- 
‘in the days of our mer. We prefer tle was to be repealed, till ail should be ful- 
: rather to believe, cour editor is. himself filed. . " 
“ignorant of the d on of character, and & Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of 

ifference of fu ¥ existing between the [{lfese least commandments, and shall teach 
Chief Prion Scribes in the days of our men so, he shall be ciiled the least in the 
Redeemer a the Ministers of the Gospel of | kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever. shall do 
our Redeemer now than to believe that he | and teach them, the same shall be called great 
is guilty of disingenuousness with a wilful | jn the kingdom of heaven.”® Thus did our 

(intention to produce a false impression on (blessed Lord extend into the Christian dispen- | 
‘the minds of his readers. yw | sation, and confirm and repromulgate there, 

_ As proof of the more humanizing teach. as of perpetual obligation in that kingdom of 
ings of the New Testament over the Old, our. heaven, which was to have no end,—the 
editor refers to our Lord’s forgiveness, of the | moral precepts of the Jewish dispensation. 

: oy, N 3. They contain the great law of love, pro- 
pensation was deserving of death. Our re- mulgated anew in the Gospel. It is as really 
ply is, that our Lord sent her aw.iy from his | revealed in the Mosaic precepts, as it is in 
“presence with an admonition to sin no mote, our Saviour’s sermon on the Mount. The 
‘because there was no one to condemn her. | spirit of courtesy, kindness, and benevolence 
' When she was first brought to him he con- prevailing in them is remarkable ; their pro- 
demued her to be put to death according to tection of the stranger and the poor, the 
the law of Moses; forhe came not to destroy  fatherless and the widow ; their ineulcation of 
(the law but te fulfil it. = He commanded those ove to God, love to our neighour, and kind- 
who brought her who were without guilt, ness eves to enemies, would have eonstituted 
requal to her own, to cast the first stone at in the Jewish nation, had they obeyed them, | 
her. And then stooped down and wrote ont a bright transcript of the divine perfections. | 
the ground, LT speaking | And as to their penal sanctions, a learned and | 
' —that she would immediately be stoned to |judicious writer has remarked, after speaking | 
{death But they who heard what he said, {of the offences punished capitally by the Jew- | 
“being convicted by their own conscience, ish law, that “in the other penal laws of the 
‘went out one by one, beginning at the cldest, | Mosaic code, there prevails a eonstant spirit! 
‘even unto the last: ‘and Jesus was left alone | of mildoess and equity, unequalled in any 

- \ other system of jurisprudence, ancient or 
himself, and saw none .modern.”—* The Jewish law adjusted its | 

punishments more suitably to the real degree 
where aro those thine accusers? hath no 

infer then that, being so vital, God would al- 
lude to it in some way in that volume, which 
so tenderly cares for the public weal as well 
as for private welfare. It is our purpose now 
to examine the Bible to see "if it has any 
teachings upon this subject, and, if so, what 
they are, and whither they tend. 
The first passage which has any reference 

to the subject is connected with the hisfory of 
Cain. Cain was the first murderer, and God | 
“cursed him” and said unto him, “ a fug:- 

universal weight. 

So far from being limited 10 one of the sons 
of Noah and the descendants which should 
come from his lows, it is expressly stated 10 
have been spoken to all the family, and was 
coupled with such references wo their fuiure 
fertility as to make it cortain thai—so long as 
it remained wncontradicted —it was to be of 

It was given centuries b - © 
fore the name of Jew was ever heard of —ages 
before there was any Moses, or Mosaic statute 

and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.” | =O that, if it remain, it remains as forceful 
But Cain, uader the impulse of the feeling | 
that having taken the life of a man, men © 
would therefore, from a sense of natural jus- | of 
tice, seek tostake his life, replied, “it shall 
come to pass that every one that findeth me 
shall slay me.” Then the Lord answered 
him thus :—*¢ whosoever slayeth Cain venge- 
ance shall be taken on him seven fold. And 
the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any find- 
ing him should k:ll him.” 

Concerning this whole transaction, we 
ought to consider, in the first place, that it is 
a merely individual instance, decided by the | 
peculiarities which belonged to itself, and 
contains neither the announcment of an ; pre- | Work 

were not usually be cept, nor the exposition of any great and zen- 
eral principle in regard to the crime of mur- 
der. [lt pleased God to permit Cain to lis» 
though he-was a murderer: nay, more, 10 
protect h'm in some way, (the exact particu- 
lars ‘of which we caanot understand), from | ish 
the execution of that penalty which he antiei- | 
pated and dreaded at his hauds of bis fellow 5° 

' men, as the natural instinet of universal hu- 
manity. God did not at this time say whether 
other murderers should five or die—left that 
for fature exposition. Why he permitted Cain 
to live, and took measures to protect him from 
the natural vengeance of the race, he has not (obeyed : no 

It may have been because his life, as ' ceptions to it. told us, 
a warning to others of the dreadful effects of 
giving loose to the wickedness within, might | 
be SF pave at valug, outweighing any advan- | 
tage from his execution in that comparativel 
privaie manner, which the sparseness of the 
population in any one locality would then ne- | 
cessitate. It may have been because civil so- 
ciety in any such sense as we now give the 
term, did not exist. It may have been be- 
cause God was willing 10 try, for a few cen- and Robinson, 
turies, the experiment of no capital punish- 
ment. But, whatever the reasons influencing 
the Divine mind, by the very individuality and 
isolation of the case, and the fact that God 
dealt with it in'a private manner, and made it. 

3. 

now as ever—and, since humanity has not 
hanged its nature or essential circumstances 
being, remains as beneficent now as ever. 

It is not pretended that these words of 
God have ever been recalled, except us some 
have urged that, in a general way, the mild 
precepts of the New Testament are to be con- 
strued. But as we shall show hereafter, the 
New Testament, so far from repealing, speci- 
fically confirms them. - 

The objections which have been insisted on 

far as we know,” 

force or change its aim. 
other day, a: the State House, made shirt 

of it—as he thought—but if his logic 
stter than upon thar occa- 

sion, he would never have reached his present 
eminence as a reasoner. 
‘spoke against it. 

| against this passage, a'l “fail 10 weaken its 
Mr. Phillips, the 

Let us see how he 
He said ; (we quote from 

Mr. Yerrinton’s phonographie report, as pub- 
ed in the Bee of March 20th.) 

1. “It 1s a command to the Jewish nation 
One might as well ar- 

gue that Kansas and Nebraska were two of the 
original thirteen States of vur Confederacy. 
But, waiving this, be next urged : 

2. “If itis a law of God,” (given thrangh 
Noah to all men) ** it must be fully, entirely 

no man has any right to take ex- 
Itis but a si~gle line of He- 

brew. But there are as many as twelve dif- 
ferent interpretations of it—uno two of the 
great lights of oriental learning and the He- 

an interpretation. ” 
| brew-language have been able to agree upon 

This is a mistgke. Mr. 

Phillips—whose great abilities lie in another 
irection —has been misled by somebody in 

this particular. Luther and Calvin, Grotius, 
Michaelis, Rosenmuller, Selden, Gesenius 

with a host of equal or lesser 
names, agree in affirming the subiantial accu- 
racy of our English translation. Indeed, we 

challenge Mr. Phillips or anybody else to pro- 
duce the name of a single Hebraist of acknow- 
ledged thoroughness and ability, who has de- 

d or will deny that the trapslation in com- no precedent, and the occasion of no statute, it | '€ fair roa ged 
is taken out of the general question before us, | ™°" i iy fo. “og pt DEANS 
and the Bible—so far as this history is con- | Original. Lr. Rraisir=as Mr. I. says—un- 
cerned—teaches nothing binding upon ns in "dertook to show that it * only forbade canni- 
regard to the proper treatment of the mur- | balism—the eating of men ;” but he failed 10 

of moral depravity attending different species | 
Lod foxiiand od Grau 9d | | may condemned thee ? She said, No man, uilt, than modern codes.”t 
“ Sera : = Lore, d Jesus said unto her, Neither do hy They were, in that age and generation, ' 

1 condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” Iit|a collection of superhuman wisdom, standing 
would have been strange indeed, if Jesus in lout in such bright contrast with the statutes of | 

mething addressed the character or capacity of a judge had put | the heathen world, as to constitute a most sa- | derer. | Shows Meme. M. APOiivet and 1. Wy Browne 
pihine id : (this woman 10 death with his own hands tisfactory and conclusive demonstration of Passing on tothe 9th of Genesis we find a had failed before him. That is all the reason 

- en in a without uny one to accuse her ; for her ac- their divine original. = The calme;t profound | disunct (and the first) instance of something | why his eminent testimony is valueless in the 

restore stich | cusers had all doparted. Had he done it in study of them does cntiely justify tho deela- | like. Divine legislation upon the subject. - The present case. Whether thai remarkuble He- 
‘consider. | this case, he ust, k have been consistent, ration of Moses himself to his,countrymenia| entire existing race—in the persons of Noah braist, Mr. Giddon—in his Cypes of Muu- 

a oo have done it in al similar cases. And hag | reference to their observance : * Keep there- | and his family=—had just come out of the ark. : kind,” bas expressed himseif unfavorably to 
and ‘so he done so,'we ‘fear he would have had fore and do them : for this is your. wisdom | Standing upon the slopes of Ararat they looked the received rendering of this passage, we 

Solus Loose (Te ho at deal to do in the way of putting such |and your understanding in the sight of the na-| down toward a pew life upon a new earth.— | have not time, at this moment to iy esiigute, 
ehacell so to eal | WY al death, We are in fact expressly tio 3, which shall hear all these statutes, and As they offered sacrifices to God in the first 3. Mr. Phillips, nes urges that the spStemme 

law is fulfilled in one word, informed that this woman was ¢ to Jesus wy ladely this great nation is a wise and un- | gladness of their hearts, and remembered that | really reads, * Whosoever ie am 
with a view’ to ensnare ‘him. ~ who derstanding people. For what nation is there | ‘all this waste and desolation, of which they blood, his blood shall be shed. t is the 

ou shalt love thy neighbour vt semnce ‘by man, is an interpola: 

3 Seok of h ‘sin. and that they had | tion.Y Here again he has been imposed upon. 

shinee opine > at ogy If he were himselfa Hebraist he would know 

should start upon their new career with the (that this is thc most utter nousense. We 

endeavor 10. avoid the old mistakes of their Shouid like to sce a Hebrew Bible which has 
former fellows, and shape the life. of the. fu- | thrown itout of its text. De Wette was. not 
ture. race by the patterns of the Divine will.— | wholly unine Bh Suveliios: pad * pro- 
It was. natural, also, that, God—abefore he sent | gress” ib. Philology, but be gives us 
them away to mukiply replenish the earth the following as his translation of the verse, 

brought lier said unto him + Master, this wo- so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as’ 
man was taken in adultery, in the very act. the Lord our God is in all things that we call | 

| Now Moses in the law commanded us, that upon him for 7 And what nation is there so. 
as God | such should be stoned : but what s thou ? ‘that hath statutes and judgments so 

said, tempting him that they might righteous, as all this law, which I set before, 
’ But our tapd aboped ‘you thisday 27§ 
nr : bo fps We here at this point insert the article from | 

had been the solitary living wilnesses, had 

: alluded to last 
Phillips’ 

of assa 

iow | ed, in the light of the sins aud sufferings of | respectabl v ; 
i We Yn, Th i née the ise 0 ! out the words, yy we pec 

“capital punishment for murder in the anti-de- | 19% Spake, ap. posiivery its beng 


