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: '* Che Ehristian DVisitor.
;up;x;se it did? Boes Mr. Phillips think.the | rightfully receive capital punishment, and an- | religion will lead to antinomion -practices unless | thé faith in the of pedce?

sentcnce * all men are born free and equal,”
&ec., will loose a::ly of its force when it‘gl'! to
be three thousand years old, and some slave-

holders think it is a * ‘VI"-'onO;:’ and

mayhap wriiten in a * dead lay uage ? ;
b. Next Mr. P. insists that this is

not only alone, but oppased to the rest of the

Bible, and particularly tothe Saviour's cem
mand, *“ Thou shalt not kili.”” “To this we

as it was, as just and right. 4
6. In the 18th of Romans, Paul says, * the

ever therefore resisteth the power resisteth
the ordinance of God; and they that resist
shall receive 10 themt&es damnation. For

Urulers are nota terror to good works but to
the evil.

powers that be are ordained of God ; whooo-,

nounces his willingness to answer to the law | they have an undue prominence in our adminis-

{
]

|
|

ORI st e adwid ofht:xe' f: be found in connexion with those who embra
nswer that the Saviour’s command is—not | power ?_ Do that which is good and thou shalt . . Bmbra-
:lo commit murder, without saying anything | have praise of the same. For he is the min.| ¢ed witha martyr’s faith those sublime sentiments

in that place, about the punishment of the mur- | ister of God to thee for good. * But, if thou do |

derer. [t would be as legitimate to quote a |that which is evil, be afraid; for he bearcthi

general statute against the restraint of personal | not the sword in vain,” &c., &e.

guilty for crime, as to quote these words | to teach.

agninst capital punishment. We claim that ‘

the Hebrew word ratsah,—which carries the
burden of the prohibition in the Mosaic com-
mand * thou shalt not kill,” which Christ re-
affirmed—had a di¥tinct technical meaning, |
viz to murder—ito kill human beings without |
legal authority—which technical meaning, by |
aﬁ the rules of the common law of interpre-

tation, decides the sense of the commaand.

We have not space to demonstrate here ﬂ\e\
truth of our claim, but refer Mr. Phillips, or |
any one else who doubts it, to the Bibliotheca |

Sacra for May, 1846, in which ( pp. 307, 8, |vin’s name as

a. The fact of civil government.

b. Its divine authority and appointment.

¢. The existence of capital punishment for
crime.

d. The fact that God regards it as legiti-
mate.

e. The fact that God demands it as essen-
tial—as bearing his solemi. sanction—making
the sword-bearer the very * minister of God,
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that
doeth evil.”

Mr. Phillips—under a mistake—urges Cal-
against the opinion that the

9,) it is proved beyond denial, by evidence | passage in the 9th of Genesis teaches capital

which no man can set aside. '

6. Mr. Phillips next makes the plausible
point, that the command, if in force, as claim.
ed, according to the common translation, is
addressed ““not to governments but to iadivi-
dugls.” He says if the .argument is a
one, and in torce now, it might be pleaded in
justificution of the murder of a murderer by |

the next of kin of the first wictim. Nay, it is|

the duty of the next of kin 1o kill the murder-
er of hig kinsman. Morveover, he contends
that the passnge makes no distinction between
murder and manslaughter, but that if it is good
for anything now, it compels every man whe
Takes ‘ife, however accideéntally and wuninten.
tionally, to be slain. Thus, by making the |
passage prove too much, he seeksto empty it
of all force upon us.

Could Mr. Phillips fail 10 preceive, all the |

while he was vitering the paragraphs which |

corvey the ideas we have condensed, as above, ;
that he was dealing unfuirly by the passage, |
and violating one of his own sacredest rules |
of law ?  Grant that the passage isa law, and |
to be held binding, as a law, on us—which we |
do not claim. How often and how eloguently
has he argued for the strictest construction for
acis carrying severe penalties. But is not
the rule of law, which, in the case of the
Fugitive Slave Act gives the pound of flesh,
but no blood, just a8 sound and necessary in
other laws ?  And does not the great princi-
ple which it embodies, demand a fair and
close, rather than a loose and latitedinarian
construction, of the passage under considera-
tion ? It is only necessary to reply to such a
plea as his, that the words, being spoken by
Almighty God, in a solemu manner and for |
some weighty end, are, presumably, sense—
must be either sense or nousense.

If construed strictly, as the rwhelming
majority of interpreters hav construed
them, as conveying to ¢ivil govejnments the
right -and duty of the capital punishment of
the murderer, they contain sense—they are
understandable and self-consistent. Mr. Phil-
lips may not like their sense, but cannot deny |
that they have one, and thai, clear and weighty |
On the other hand, if construed loosely, 1s
he propeses—in the facc of all the Hebrs sts
and literati of all the ages—they become ab-
surd and impossible. If they command indi-
viduals to kill every man who kills, they com-
mand the extermination of the race, since
when. one murder has been committed, it is
the duty of the next friend of the dead to kill
the murderer, and of his next friend to kill his
killer, and of his next friend 10 kill his killer,
and so on, until the race should be slaughtered,
with the exception of the solitary last avenger,
whose duty, we suppose, under Mr. Phillips’
construction of the-statute, it would be to com-
mit suicide, and so end the tragedy ! This is
the nonsense which Mr. Phillips thinks Al-
mighty Ged uttered and intended when he
ng:ke to Noah, as recorded in the 9th of

nesis. We beg to differ.

All which he says-about the Mosaic Statutes
and the cities of refuge, &c., is alien to the
subject. All which hé says about the Chris-
tian’s eating meat, under the fourth verse of
the same chapter, is mere quibbling. The
advocates of capital punishment neither be-
lieve nor urge that this sixth verse, or its con-
text, is imperative upon the race as a binding
law in the same sense asone of the ten com-
mandments. We hold that it is a distinet ex-
pression of God’s opinion, that he who com-
mits murder should be punished with death,
and conveys the right, and more than hints
the expediency of such punish:nent for such a
crime. So mufh for this first text.

Of the Mosfic Statutes we do not P
to speak, for, Although: they distinctly recog-
nize the right ant-duty ot capital pumishment,
we do not feel it necessary 1o dwell upon
thea, but prefer to pass on to the New Testa-
ment, where we find the subject coming up
azaio under our own dispensation, and receiy-
ing the emphatic endorsement of the Gospel.
Concerning the teachings of the New Testa-
ment on this point we remark,
hat lm::‘,‘ v&hs;l; 18 the central and ani,
mating princip gospel, is a love which
mcogshe:' punishment for the guilt; as co-
existing with itself. Hell is parallel with

-

heaven. ‘The same words of dura.
righteous, and the punishment of the wicked.
2. “ur Saviour, distinetly affirms that the

essent’al spirit of the new
same as that of the old.

&mqﬁp

punishment. He may like to see Calvin’s
opinion of this

ge. He says, * contend-
|-ant igitur cum m. qui sanguinem nocenlium
‘hominum effund

i nefas esse putant.”

But all our space is full, long before we
have said our say in regard to the teaching
of Scripture on this point. We have said
-enough, however, to hint the ground of our
firm belief that God advises, recognises and
demands the punishment of death tor the
great crime against life. We hold these
truths to be evident, viz :—

L. God understands man and human soci-
ety better than Mr. Phillips or any other man
-or than all men put together, and knows bet-
ter what is best for us, in this thing.

2. God gave the Bible to confer true and
the best knowledge upon all subjects, upon
which he has knowledgé which ‘we lack and
need.

3. If Cﬁj’ thus knowing man, and for this
purpose giving the Bible, has, in the Bible,
expressed any opinion or given any command
with reference to capital punishment, that
should settle the case as against any mere
human hypotheses.

4. God has advised, authorised and recog-
nized, if not commanded, the punishment of
the murderer by death. This he has done—
in the Old Testament and in the New—clear-
ly'and repeatedly, as we have shown above.

5. Therefore, we hold that until itis shown
that God’s creatures are wiser than he, ‘it 18
expedient, that the murder should be punished
by death.
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All Ministers of the gospel, who will send us the ad- |
vance, for six new subscribers, will get the ** Visitor” H
for one year free of charge.

Doctrinal Preaching.

The time was in the history of the Baptist de- |
nomination in these Provinces when the general |
character of its preaching was doctrinal. Every |
sermon was moré or less an exhibition of the car-
dinal points of divinity, sucl as the total depravity
of the human heart, the sovereignty of divine
grace. The co-equality of the Son of God with
his eternal Father, his vicarious sacrifice upon the
the cross, the absolute necessity of regeneration
by the omnipotent power of the Holy Ghost.—
Justification alone by the imputed righteousness
of Jesus Christ. These and kindred doctrines
were largely dwelt upon by our fathers in the
ministry, the most of whom have fallen asleep.—
Their success rs, during the early years of their
ministry, followed the example of theiwr fathers,
and preached plainly and distinctly these founda-
tion truths. So constantly were the doctrines of
the gospel dwelt upon in by gone days, taat every
young convert in coming into the church seemed
to be thoroughly established in the faith of them,
rooted and grounded in the truth,

Buata marked change has come over the minie-
try in these later times. We do not mean to say
that our ministers do not believe these doctrines
as firmly as they ever did; but 'there séems to
have been a wide ‘

|

pense of practical godliness, and hence there has
been a more Constant setting forth of the precepts
and requirements of christianity, the doctrine of

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

| tinent of Europe, and will be conducted on all

|
|
|
|

-boundaries of despotic sway, ud,the_:mve.

| -despotism and of emancipating the millions upon
!

!

\

that they were dwelt upon originally at the ex- |

| of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, in the 2nd and
liberty as barring the imprisonment of the| We understand this passage, in its place, |

bonds of holy fellowship. May the appeal of our| ™ Lsdoh 17 fed o vns |08
| The “Baptist Moworial” in its mouthlyrecord of|
e R

trations. When. preached not as abstract dog-
mas,but as vital truths put in thé Bible for the pur-
pose of exerting a sanctifying an an:ow-
er over the heart and over the life, the influence
will always be salutary. The records of God's
Church do not afford brighter e3 les of evan-
lical piety in ancient or modern times than are

uttered by Chnst in the Gth and 17th chapters of
the Gospel of John, in the 8th and 9th chapters

3rd chapters of his Epistle to the Galatians, and
in the 1st and 2nd chapter of his Epistle to the
Ephesians. The great ieading truths made so
prominent in these portions of inspiration must
not be kept in the back ground. Let them not
only be brought out distinctly in our ministry but
let it be seen that these doctrines pearfectly
harmonize with the free agency and the moral
accountability of man. The more tboronghl; we
imbue the souls of our hearers with the know-
ledge and spirit of these sin subduing, and God
honoring sentiments the more prayer we shall have
in our Churches, the more secriptaral and de
toned will be their piety, and the g
they will be against all spurious and false sys-
toms of religion. God grant that as ministérs we
may all be prepared to say to ou: people as the in-
epired Apostle said to the Eldersat Ephesus, “«1
take you to record this day that 1 am pure from
the blood of all men, for I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of God” !’

The European Conflict.

Such the present war between Russia and the
Allies may justly be designated. True but four
nations have as yet engaged in actual conflict;
but is not the way rapidly preparing fora general
European struggles, Austria, Prussia, and the
Geman powers are all marshalling their forces,
and we greatly mistake the significant signs of
the times if all this preparation does not result in
one of the most severe struggles that the world
has ever witnessed. It will be seen by the Jatest
news, that hopes of successful negociation at
Vienna have vanished, that Austria is occupying
a doubtful and vascilating position not knowing
fully which party to join, and that Prussian sympa-
thies are all on the side of Russia. Such being
the fact, the strong probability is; that, in the
issue, both Austria and Prussia will ally them-
selves with Russia, and then the struggle will
come on in good earnest. If such should be the
result then we shall have a war that everybody
will understand. No man will be at a loss to de-
cide why England in this day of light and civili-
zation has gone forth in her stféngth to waste and
to destroy. Every one will see that 1t is amighty
conflict between liberty and despotism—a conflict
that will involve every State upon the great con-

sides with an energy and determination, such as
will shake as with a mighty tempest the dynasties
and thrones of Europe. Bleeding Hungary, en-
slaved Italy, and degraded Poland, will fight for
liberty with a desperation that will overpassall the'

question whether despotism or liberty is hence-
forth to sit enthroned in Europe will be settled at
the point of the sword. We hate war from the
depths of our inner spirit; but we nevertheless
believe that, 1t is one of those terrible agencies
which a God of holiness sémetimes wields with
tremendous power to vindicate and to maintsin
:hJe great principles of social, cvil and religi-

*freedom, which are the rightful inheritance of
every son and daughter of Adam. If this war of
principles must come, then we pray God that it
may be the means of breaking up the foundations of

the continent of Europe who for ages have been

ground to the earth by the tyrapny of despotic
rule.

Prince Edward’s Island.
We feel much pleasure in complying with the
request of an esteemed Brother to publish the »
following appeal in the columns of the “ Visitor.”,
Ever since our first visit to Prince Edward Island
we have cherished a lively interest in the progress
of truth there, and especially in the welfare and
prosperity of vhose Churches with which we then
formed a short but pleasing acquaintance. Prince
Edward’s Island is one of the most lovely spots on
this wide continent, and there religion has been
experienced in its sweetness and power, but the
progress of our own churches has been somewhat
retarded by circumstacces of a di ing and
untoward nature. We cannot but hope that the
time is drawing nigh when they shall share large-
ly with their mster churches in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick in those revival influences which
shall scatter to the winds all the seeds of discord
and strife, and link all hearts together in the

are serious and important. Can

happy. ’s eause is not rin,
0““%0 b happy when Zioh
"y -

t me direct

tiation of things with.
pm%&e ministering b ,
ed with th name in Prince Island.

Stephenson, Burnett, Reid, Crawford, and Doug-
las, (the last being Licentiates,) mor- dear
brethren, striving mutually to assist other in

promoting the cause of God and winning souls to

Christ? Do you feel that the prosperity of the
Baptists depends upon your being united and feel-

ing a mutual confidence in each other’s piety and '
ministerial character, such confidence must be

felt for you to co-operate harmoniously for the!
furthergnee of the Gospel. Where the element of
piety is engrafied in the soul, should we not be
willing to overlook other matters which may not
be eesential 7 Him that is weak in the faith re-
ceive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. How
good a thing it is for brethren to dwell together |
in umity, . What a vast moral power would follow
your ttinistry if the Island presented one compact
united association ; and before such an event can
wke place there must bé' union on your part.— |
Religion requires much forbearance with each|
other. We should be willing to forgive each
other, nay, even humble ourselves to wash each
others feet, and be willing for the sake of the
precious cause of Jesus to forego every selfishand
personal consideration. I humbly trust that you
will not regard these great principles as intrusive.
Every Christian must recognize them—every min-
ister of Christ will regard Christ’s cause dearer
to him than his life. And dear brethren, do not
receiveithe suggestions of an unknown signature
as mistimed. He who thus writes loves your
souls. He would rejoice in your usefulness to a
far greater degree, and he prays that the Holy
Spirit may dwell in your hearts with great power,
making you a blessing to the Island where you
dwell.

In order to bring about such a consummation,
I would beg leave to suggest that a day of fast-
ing and prayer be set apart for matual union,
(where you have reason to exercise confi‘ence in
each other’s piety,) and if the spirit of love and
huniility dwell in your souls those elements will
be fused .through all your hearts. The Holy
Spirit will dwell in your souls, influenced by its
reviving power you will go forth weeping, bear-
ing precious seed, and having the joyof God’s
salvation in your hearts, you will teach
sors their waye, and sinners will be conyerted to
God.

And now, dear brethren, I will close this epis-
tle. If I bave written anything offensive you
will forgive me the matter. I have prayed to the
God of peace after writing these few thoughts
that they may be blessed to you and that you may
be filled with the fulness of God and have the
peace which passeth all understanding. “ Follow
peace with all men and holiness without which no
man shall see the Lord,” ‘

F Pax.

(7 We beg to express our gratitude to our
Agents and Subscnbers for their prompt 1emit-
tances duning the win ths,and at the same
time to remind them the last few weeks
the amounts remitted have fallen far short of
meeting our expenses. The Paper has to be
paid for, the Publisher has to be paid, our Tra-
velling Agent has to be paid, our Book Keeper
has to be paid, and if we get an extra despatch
giving the latest news it has to be paid for, and
all these expenses must be met weekly. If the
remittances therefore fail to come inthe pressare
is felt at once. “ A hint to the wise is sufficient.”

Toe Review.—For the last few weeks our
first page has been principally occupied with the
Rev. Mr. Mackay’s review of the statements put
forth in the “ Morning News” in reply to his
| Pamphlet on Capital Punishment. This of course
has left us less space than usual for selections ;
but we doubt not our readers have perused with
deep interest the able arguments of our esteem-
ede ent as they have appeared week
to week, and that they have felt | ves
amply rewarded for any loss which they may
have sustained on the score of selections in the
lucid treatment of this grave and important ques-
tion. Two papers more will complete the course.

Christian Liberality, '
- The Dorcas Seciety in connexion with the Ger- |

| main street Baptist Church of this City, made and |

distributed during the past winter upwards of three
hundred and fifty garments for the benefit of the
poor. The liberality of the Society needs no
‘praise from us. Its members have been .
in searching out cases of destitution, and faithful
in the performance of their duty: ar

»

Brother, which was evidently written in a
spirit have its desired effect!. . ...
Baptist inP. B Bland. =~
Dear BaeTaREN,—Allow one who feels a deep
interest i1 the cause of God on your beautiful
Island to address to you a few words of friendly

the last month in the several States of the

b o

" made to Zion's ranks.

-Hume of Halifax. Their baptism afforded a

~ be saved. ' I have been labouring night and day

and a God of |
truth has said, that such shall not fail of their re-| Co

Union. This is a large number, but at the same |
tme we must understand that multitudes are|
baptized who are not reported to the % Memo-|

Tam happy to tell you that five can
baptism and church fellowship were

< w
o ‘v v 8
L% .

the Conference last
. . )

Baptist Ed
Acknowledged before,
Fredericton, by Elder C. Spait

R

(corr.) .

|

Pounds, on account of from Committee
of Education Society, Rr One hundred
Dated 15th March, 1

" Acavia Corrzex,
Dear Brother,—1 suj need offer no apo
gy for wnting so frequently as T am quite
your readers rejoice 1o hear of acces

Thirteen young persons, (seven d%;m
students in the Academy) were baptized y
day by Dr. Spey e
G , "!"iu ool
of the river, and all seemed solemn, and

fully regarded the interesting sight. There is|.

surely great majesty and impressiveness in the ad-
ministration of God’s ordinances,
of Dr.

Two of the candidates were the sons
most touching scene, The brothers were led
“down into the water” together by the adminis-
tratcr. Each waited calmly until the other had
received the Scriptural rite and then with hinds
joine® they peacefully came “up out of the
water” to go “on their way rejoicing” and to
walk heneeforth “in newness of life.” Their hap-
py countenances indicated the joy and peace they
felt in yielding obedience to the commands of
their Saviour. ; ;

Arthur Chase of Sackville N. B. was among
the above mentioned number. The gracious work
is still progressing.

Yours most truly,
I. W.

Haxrvey, A. C., May 2, 1855,

Dear Bro. Bill,—Since I last wrote, the good
work with us has been steadily progressing ; I
baptized one jthe st of May, I baptize again to-
day, (D. V). Forty-five have been added since
the Revival commenced. I do expect to baptize
on Sabbath 6th inst., at Roshea ; the Lord is doing
wonders in our midst—many are suffused in tears,
and are anxiously enquiring what they must do to

for about 6 weeks, I am almost worn out, but at
times I feel my strength is renewed like the
eagles, and my poor heart is comforted, and I feel
to rejoice with those who do rejoice. A more
powerful work I have never witnessed; you
would be astonished to hear some of the young
converts speak and pray, they speak with power,
Sinners tremble before them, and stout and re-
bellious hearts are bowing to the mild sceptre of
king Jesus. Pray for us dear brother, ’
Yours affectionately.
4 Levi H, Marsuarr.

B

Prince Wisniam, April 28, 1855,

Dear Brother Bill,—1 rejoice to hear that the |

Lord is reviving his work in 8t. John, you will
likewise be glad to hear that the Lord is pouring
‘out his spurit in this region, fourteen have been
baptized in Prince William of late ; a number at
Kingsclear ; five gt the Macknaquack; and four
at the Keswick ; there was to be baptism at the

two latter places on Sabbath last. Truly the|
Lord has done great things for us, whereof we|
glad. Brother Saunders and Bro. Tupper,|

£

engaged in this good work, our congregations

are large and a deep solemnity seems to 1est upon | i

the minds of all classes, both 0ld and young, and
many are enquiring the way Zion; we expect
more to come forward soon and tell what the

3 '-\ n ‘
“One hundred

y i ?‘l’“lep', “."; “ ) j ;q -
per Rev. Mr. Spurden, S ’jﬁ f

Dr. |

.
¥

March 26th, says
We are in the :
season in this city. For three

been a

naking nearl
on sinee the work of revival commenced
s ago.
s of this very interesting revival to

gracious

In Truxton, fity-four have

and * the revival in Homer
t glorious work.”

persons were added to Rev,
church, New York, on a late

one hundred and
Christ in his congre.

Dr. H. communicates

‘I Be n{m.—-At the
r ‘e’:mg, in the Old
“were made from se-

midst of a blessed revival

months there
of God’s

until the present time,an
is'seen in ﬂ: pl'm souls,
daily on and "““8* - meetings for
prayer on, the ispen-
:;ion'of Divine services each ﬂt::ing, the
ies ronl _prayer meetings, the youn
men’s stated egnvm& prayer, Fl
sing of God ‘; .. our meet-
‘are more z at any pre-
i::utime. Aast even (Sabbath,) !when
our venerable p requested any t
who were anxious for the prayers of the bre-
thren in their behalf, to it by rising,
six or eight persons arose in tears, and re-

New Barrist Interest 1y Bosron.—We
learn by the Watchman that a movement has
been started by some of our brethren in Boston
for the establishment of a new interest at the

“ South End,” near Rox
fore last, services were

i

Vet i h .

..‘w' !lM et :
3, D. D., offi

Lord has done for them, and Tollow the Saviourin | ¢!

the ordinance of the Gospel. Brother pray for
us that the Lord may continue this good work
‘dmongst us. ~ Yours in Christ, A.C. M.

‘Queenssury, May 1, 1855.
Dear Brother Bill,—The Lord has been pleased
iu mercy to revive the Churches where I labour
sence of the Lord. I have baptized

1ot




