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and ends, nhr;ds and ;o'qhes, eccentricities, #n
deforriities of human ph\looo'phy', furmsh

: P’ ny ¢ ich limit yninspired mind, wi

ml.:lfuml:‘:ﬁg tl:'.e a buf n“bl‘irgm;l?un ::nck of tboufut:: and of the past, as familiarly |
g“atml: and D;)Ciﬁy. Exbibiting osteusibly the | and as confidently as others ean of the prescnt.:
customs and actions of other times and foréign | They take us back even toperiods in past etcr-

lands, and expl rring the secret mages of tbe% nity
of society, it teiches what is foreign to our eir,
cumstances, or were better unknown, or better
If in particalar CID:' its in-
gtructions are mainly good, they are without sys-
tem, andl generall éomtd with much Un‘t is
i1 language and sentiment. Ccn-
nothing to propriety of mannners, to the
caltivation of taste or understanding, to the prac-
tical kiowledge of the world or of ousiness, to
fession-
al accomplishments, the stage, we confidently aver,
neithe: teaches men how to live, nor how to cie.
As most directly and most constantly subjected
to the assumilating influences of its teaching, the
profession of the stage themselves are specimens

learned elsewhere.

exceptionable
tribuiing

habits of industry, mechanical skill, or

of its legitimate and lughest order of praetical
education. Having long been familiar with ficti-
tions characters and life, 1n a visionary elevation
to the rank of heirs and heiresses, dukes and ao-
bles, they find it more difficu!t than any other class
tn reduce their views to real life, and parsue n{
professional or industrial calling, and are g:neral-
ly idle and prodigal, if not vicions. Philosophi-
cally the same effect mast. be proportiopably in-
duced into the patrons of the stage.
the mind to so gre-t an extent from the sober, the
practical, the nseful, and the sacred; to the ficti-
lions, extravagant, sensnal, and impure, 1t tends to
disgust the mechanic with his homely toil ; the
professional man with his unromrantic occupations;
the merchaut with his monotonous and regular
employments ; and to precipitate a whole commu-
nity devoted to its amusements, into a state of

idleness, profligacy, vzin speculations,, and

scheming villanies.
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ey Zlister’s Colomn,

General Literature ;

TIVATED BY MINISTERS?
BY PROF. WASHINGTON LEVERETT, ALTON, 1LL.

The great distinctive work of the Christian
minister is to procl iim thie divine scheme of hu-
man rédemption. He is called of Ged, and by
him endowed with the necessary spiritual qualifi-
cations. But the perforinance of this work de-
mands also a high degree of ineellectual and
moral culture. )

Qur g estion supgoses the minister possesses
the nacessary spiritual qualifications, and that he
has aggnired the reqnisite mental discipline, and
tha ntific, literary, anl theelogical attain-
wmentS which fit him to assume the responsibili-
ties of his high and he y office.  He appears be-
fore us a p-blic teacher of Christianity, appointed
by th: Head of the Church fur this definite pur-
pr3e,and duly invésted with the cffice by the ac-
knowledged spiritnal authority.

To what an extent should he now cultivate an
acquawta ice with general literature ?

As a matier ol fict, the preparatory training of
mmisters. and their incliuation to cultivate ac-
quuntance with general litegature 5 also, the in-
tell2cta ‘1 condition and necessities of the people
vnder thewr charge 5 andthe claims of the cause
of Chnist apon their extra parochia! services, are
widely different in different places. Hence all
miuniste's cannet’ cultivate aequintance with
general literature toan equal extent.

Aguin—Our quastion cannot be decided by ad-
dacing any specific directions respecting it from
tl%e sacred scriptures. It requnies a consideration
of the niture and object of the work of the mig-,
istry, and mustbe seitled by deductions drawn
from a proper view af the cntire subject. Butas
our Limits permit not an cxtended discussion, we
shall present only a few thoughts suggested by a
purtial view of the sabject.

~The phrase, * General Literature,” we sappose
is intend~d to embrace ali litecarure which is not
strictly professivna!l. Tt includes histoty of eve
description, travels, biosraphy, treatises on philo-
sophy in its several branches, and onthe progress |
of the sciences and the usefal arts ; also, produe- |
tions of inventive genius and the im1gination, re-
views, miscellanies and periodicals of all classes.

To “caltivate an aequaiutance with” those va-
rious productions of the press, we suppose means
to obtain, to seme extent, a familiar know-
ledge of their contents, and of the diction or
style of their diff>rent authoss. Perh-ps our
-question is 1ntended also to ewbrace writing upon
these various subjects,

After these preliminary observations, we pro-
ce2d ‘o the consleration of the .question: To
what extent should the minister cultivite an ac-
quaint:nce with general literatare ?

We remark, while the grand objeet of the
Christian ministry is to teach the divine method
o human redemp:ion. the fatnfal performance of
this work <lways proinotes other, collateral, but
vastly impertani vhjects. Of these we ma spe-
cify 1nteijectlial elevation, civil hiberty and social
inprovement. The power of the winister to pro-

te these collateral objects is greatly inereased
by 'hts posseswing ia rich variety and to a wide ex-
tent a knowledge of gemeral lterature. But this
knowledge also augments his power in the pro-
clunation of thie gospel, and in the performance
of his other strictly professional duties.

In accomplishing the great object of his mis-
sion, the minister is dependent on the agency of
the Huly Spirit, but still he aims to exert a con-
trolling power over the minds ot his fellow beings.
Aad the chief instrament by which he ains to
exert this power, is haman language. This is his
principal mwedium for communicating his mess.ges
from God.

Now the n mind is'n wonderfully curiovs
rmdngtum vine skill." Its powers ars vast;
(s n are extremely delicate, and
yet el f ous action for good or for evil,
! a8 1t receives a night or wrung direc-
tion.  Whocver expects in any measure to con.
tral the powers of the human mind, needs an ac-
quintanco vith the moral mechanisin of that
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mind, wnose movements have such a momentous | for this world, and for that which is to come.
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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

SAINT JOHN, N. B.,, MARCH 28, 1855.

TO SUB3CORIBERS.

Terms of the Visitonr, 7s. 6d,, per annum in ad-
vance, 10s., if payment be delayed over three months.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

thor entrusts us with his name in confidence. Unless the
opinions expressed by correspondents be editoria]lff en-
dorsed we shall not consider ourselves responsible
them. . .
Corre ents are respectfally reminded that short
communications, as a general thing, are more accepta-
ble to readers of Newspapers than long ones and that
a legible style of writing will save the printer time,
which is aiways valuable, and secure a correct im-
ssion.

All Ministers of the gospel, who will send us the ad-
vance, for six new subscribers, will get the ** Visitor”
for one year free of charge. )

American Baptist Missionary
Union.

A most important meeting has been recently
held in the city of New Yeork by the Board of
Managers of the Missionary Union. Serious dif-
ficulties had arisen in the management of the
business of the Union, and the Executive at Bos-
ton felt themselves called uwpon to submit the
whole case to a meeting of the Board of Managers
in New York preparetory to the Annual Meecting
f the Society, which is appointed to be held in
the city of Chicago, 111, early in May next. The
meeting was attemded by mary of the leading
winisters and influenti.l laymen of the denomina-
tion. The business as stuted by the Recorder and
Register had reference—
1. “To the missie iary policy and weasures
pursucd’by the late Deputation in Burmah, and
adopted by the Committee.”
2. “Tke doings of the Councils convened at
Maulmain by the Deputation, and of the Execu-
tive Committee thereon.”

3. “The mutaal relations of the Union and its
‘missionaries, and the exient to which they should
be subject to the instructions of the Board.”
4. “The inquiiy, as to what action oughtto be
had with respect to missionaries disregarding their
relations with the Unwen and the instractions of
the Board.” - :

The meeting proceeded to discuss these several
points with much freedom and ability for several
'successive days. In the course of the discussions
matters ef extieme delicacy respecting the cha-
racter and conduct of some of the missionaries in
the field as also in reference to the late Rev. Mr.
Abbott, who had been in the service of the Board,
were made the subject of free remark. State-
rients were made by some of the brethren which
cannot fall to shake public confidence in the in-
tegrity of missionaries, who have hitherto been
regarded as distingnished for their piety and de-
votedness to the Rause of their Masier. In read-
ing this grotraoted ciscussion we could not resist
the impression that there had been mismanage-

or inthe selection of suitable men for the mus.
sionary field. .

In theassue resolutions were ‘adopted, intro-
duced by Dr. Williams and others, of a concilia-
tory character, sustaining in the main the proceed-
ings of the Executive, and expressive of confi-
dence 1in the integrity and uprightness of the mis-
sionaries. It is to be deeply regretted that Jjust
at this ti ne when God is pouring forth his Spiriy,
and blessing the labors of the ll'ghsionarios in the
Foreign field with such sigual success, that the
good work should be retarded by the wani of har-
wony 1n the missionary councils at home ; but we
cherish a hope that these untoward events wil' be
wisely overruled for good. The Rev. Dr. Bright,
the Hyome Secretary of the Board, has resigned
office, and it will not be easy to get a man of equal
ability to fill so responsible a position. May Ziow’s
King give all needful grace in this trying hour!

The Liquor Bill.

We have Yeen intending to notice at some
length this important document, which we re-
ceived sometime ago through the Post Office;
but the pressure of othcr matters hitherto has
prevented us from giving it as much space
as the magnitude of the interests involved de-
mand. Suffice it to say that it has our most
cordial approval, and whole-hearted fellow.
ship. From our hearts we thank the hon.
gentleman- who framed and - introduced the
Bill—we thank the advocates of Temperance
for their able advocacy and energetic support
whieh carried it so_triamphantly throngh the
House in despite of the most determined op-
position ; and we rejoice to know that the
Statate  Bogks of our risi
be honored with a law 80 righteous in princi-
Ple, anfl so healthful in the whole range of
its social, moral, and religi

ligious influence, both |

g (To be continued.)
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did befire our race|
were called into existence~and they carry us/
forward into the distant periods of etermty to
come, and reveal what will take place after the |
affairs of this world, with the world itself, shall
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Encourage Your ister.
No. 10. .

sacred writer | : o .

Encourage Rim by providing hlm on wdequate
his salary

| temporal support, and by paying
with the utmost puneluality.

Pay him his salary with the utmopt punctualily.
Were it possible to convene an aysembly of all
the ministers of all denominations on this side the
Atlantic, and to make the religious land church-
going portion of the people the auditors of their
sayings ; and were the topic of' thejr unreserved
and impartial statements, the udequscy or inade-
quacy of their temporal maintenance, and the
punctuality or want of punctuality in the receipt
of theirsalaries; not a few in that assembly would
make such mention of the inadequacy of their
temporal support, and would state such facts as to
the want of punctuality in the receipt of their in-
comes, and would reveal euch scenes of secret,
silent, personal and dowmestic suffering endured
in consequence, as would not only caunse the ears
of their aunditors to tingle, but as would, at the
same time, touch ™ their hearts and moisten their
eyes, and make the spot of their gatheriig a bo-
chim—a place of weeping. Yes, and the siate-
ments thus made, the facts thus adducedy the re-
velations thus presented, would, doubtless, be
found to be in and of themselves amply sufficien*
to account for the withholding of divine influence,
and the want of revivals of religion at the present
time w30 many of our churches. Not to pay a
minister his salary with the utmost punctuality,
when he receives at best barely an adequate
mainten2nee, is a burning shame, and a great sin.

!
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‘eved; physical lassitude comes on, ' :
as thew minister slands before them in the pulpit |

Are not ministers the * glory of Christ ?”  Have
they not been called, qualiﬁed,‘ and commissioned
by Him to the great work of establ.shing and ex-
tending His kingdom on the earth? Has He not
said, that they are “ worthy of their-meat?” that
they are “worthy of their~hire 7 that they are
“to live (not starve nor mercly subsist, but to
live,) «f the Gospel?” and that they that are
taught by them in the word are to ** commanicate
unto them in all good things ?”  Are they not in
an especiul scnse His representatives on the
earth 7
kindness or unkindness, of attention or neglect,
which they ré®eive as treatment given to Himself ?
And has He not promised to reward or pumsh
such treatment accordingly ? How, then, can a
people who are unkind tc their minister in a tem-
poral point of view, expect to be prospered in a
spiritual point of view? unless indeed, they expect
itupon the principle of being rewerd>d with good
forevil? If they keep their minister poor as it
regards the comforts of the body, when they have
ability to give him a smtable supply of all that he
needs ; and yet expect through his instrumental-
ity to be greatly enricied.as it regards thé bles-
sings of the soul, they certainly evince the pos-
session of greaf fuith, but 1t is great faith founded
on greal ignorance. For until Christ be kindiy
treated, and properly cared for, in the person of
his ministers,and thus the profession of obedience
and supreme love to him be practically displayed
by the faithful discharge of duty, and the exhibi-
tion of affectionate regard towards them, what
reason have a people to expect that he will give
them timee.of gefreshing from his Presemee, und
bless themn with a gracious and powerful revival
of religion ? But to return to the point on which
we wish particularly to insist at presont as it re-
gards your minister,

Pay him his salary with the utmost puncluality.
His peace of mind, his honour as a man, his char-
acter as a christian, and his usetulness as a min-
ister, require-this at your hands. If his income
hitherto has been barely sufficient to meet his
most econowmical outldy ; and if sickness has been
at yny time in his family inducing an additional
expenditure; and if in tiwe pa:t there has been
neglect in the regular payment of his salary ; he
has of course been compelled to solicit assistance

or else to obtain goods on credit at the stores of
his acquaintance. He is now involved in pecu-
niary liabilities. He wishes and expects to dis-
charge his obligations in due-season. His de-
pendence so to do is exclusively upon the income
h= receives from his peoplc. In the fall expec-
tation that his salary will be given him when due,
he pledges his word to pay his debts at a speci-"
fied time. That time arrives; his salary is over
due; weeks, perhaps months pass away, and yet
he is not paid, or paid only in part; and thas by
the thoughtless Meglect, or careless remissness
of his people he is necessitated vo violate his word,
and is reduced to the painful humiliation of apolo-
gizing to his creditors and craving their further
indulgence. It way happen too, that by the
wanner 1n which he’ now receives his income, not
in regular quarterly payments, but in jittles at a
tirems his people are disposed or may make it
convenient to themeelves, he is prevented a'to-
gether from meeting his engagements. Present
necessity demands the immediate use of the pre-
sentsupply. His pecuniary embarrassinent, with
0o fault of his own, increases, Gradually he be-
comes more deeply involved. His peace of mind
departs; anxious thoughts crowd in; depression
ol epirit is engendered; mental energy is weak-

evidently see, that he does ot now look as onece
he looked. There is not the same lustre as for-
merly in his eye; there is not the saume’colour as
formerly in his cheek , there is not -,k pla-

¢idity a8 forimerly on_his brow ;

Eyist

Does he not regard the treatment «f

in the loan of money, from his personal friends,
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' Christ to perishing sinners, aud beihg instrumen-
‘ta! in saving sounls from death, It is of no use
| for you reader, to begin to moralize and say, that
' ministers who are thus-tried should not allow
' themselves to be physically and spiritually injored
lin view of their mbarrassed circumstances ; but
'should act upon the advice which they frequently
| give to'others in 'ike circumstances, namely, to
| trust in Providence, and cast all their care on God
who eareth for them. They do aet upon their
own advice to others in this respect, as far, per-
' haps, as imperfect beings in their condition can
be reasonably or even « eripturally ekpected so to
act, And it is their acting thns which prevents
many of them in their—hamanly speaking—appar-
ently hopeless and inextricable state of difficulty
from making shipwreck of faith, and of a good
|eonseience, and of sinking into black and abso-
(lute despair. ‘I'ney do trast in Providence and
| cast all their care on God, knowing that he careth
{for them; but they know at the same time that
| the age of miracles is past, and that there is httle
or no prospect of relief for them, except as God
may soften the hearts of his people, and make
themn more considerate and more exact in meeting
the just aud imperatiye claims which they have
upon them. Or else as Providence may_open to
them other spheres of labor where the people may
evince a more just appreciation of their temporal
wants, and meet with greater exactitude their
pecuniary claims. Would the reader in review
of what has been said have the mind of his wiais-
ter in perfect peace, and free from all worldly
care? would he hvve his honou: as a man un-
tarmished, his character as a christian unblemished,
his usefulness as a minister unimpaired, and his
Uomto abide in strefigth? Then, let him be sure
to do as we advise. Amicus,

P S—

REVIVAL INTELLIGENCE.

The good work of God is progressing in
the Baptist Churches of Brussels and Ger-
main streets. On Sabbath morning last the
two churches again assembled at 7 o'clock,
at their usual baptizing place, and the two
pastors, brethren Robinson and Bill, baptized
eleven interesting candidates upon the pro-
fessionrof their faith in Christ as their all-suf-
ficient Saviour. The season was one of un-
usual solemnity and interest.

Atter preaching for the church in Portland
on Sabbath morhing, we also had the privi-
lege of baptizing a m"n and his wife, who
had récently*@btained hope in the pardoning
love of God. The ordinance was adminis-
tered in the same place where the lamented
Very had repeatedly led forth rejoicing con-
verts in the pathway of obedience to the di-
vine command. This thought stirred our
sympathies, and added to the interest of the
ocasion. OQur prayer is, that this addition
to the church in Portland n ay be as the first
fruits of a rica harvest of souls in that place !
We understand that our Freewill brethren
were baptizing also in Portiagpd on ﬂﬁ;bath’
afternoon. e

Tt will bé seen by brother Newcomb’s let-
ter, that he has baptized fifty-four since the
work of revival commenced in Moncton,—
This is highly encouraging. X

The Watchman and Reflector reports that
W. F. Stubbart baptized 10 persons at Mal-
den on Lord’s Day.

At Weymouth some fifty persons have pro-
fessed conversion recently, and eighteen have
rbeen baptized.

At Livingston, N. C., fifteén were baptized
af the same time, among whom were a Metho-
dist preacher and his wife.

Rev. Mr. Williams, pasior of . First Baptist
church in Baltimore baptized a whole house-
hold on Sabbath 21st of January.

, In the town of Sandwich there 18 a revival
of religion in the Congregational church,
most of the converts are members of the Sab-
bath School. T

The Recorder & Register reports an ex-
tensive revival in Penn Yan, which com-

menced in December last, under the admin-
istration of-the Evangelist Koapp. The wri-
ter says :—* We have received into the Bap-
tist church over seventy, and a number mose
are candidates. ~Other denominations have
participated ip the work,
8“’“‘”8'"'* 5 s hRacy e s i -t
The Engli correspondent to the Recorder
says :— & POrBENg Al i
*“'You have heard, of course, that Mr, Pe-

and it is still pro-|
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Literary
Mo nines wiTh JEsus.
al read’ngs for the
the late Rev, Willium Ja
These devotional readin,
asto be applicable to every'day: :
They are throughout eminently'evangelical,
and admirably adapted to shed light upon the
understanding and to sanctify anl warm the |
heart,
gard Mr. Jay as among the most useful cvan-
‘gelical writers of this book making age.. His
style'is original, but at the same time per-
spicuous and impressive,—exceedingly rich
in. scriptaral illustration, and breathing in
every page the spirit of living, practical pie-
~ty. We most cordially commend this volume
ur.der consideration to all the lovers of scrip-
tural piety asa work highly conducive to a
devotional fraine of mind, and to progress in
the spiritual Tife. Tt is got up in a good style
by Parry & MMillan, of Philadelphia, and is
. for sale at the book store of J. & A. M-Millan,
of this City.

Notioos.

9" Gobeys Lapy's Boox, for March, has
just come to hand. As usual it possesses
many attractions, especially for the ladies.

Le Semeur Canadien.

The above (The Canadian Sower) is the name
of an excellent protestant paper published ‘in
French at Montreal, by Mon. Narcisse Cyr. Tt
contains an agreeable variéty of matter calcu-
lated to nake 1t interesting to those who may
fiel nosympathy with its rehigious views, We
believe that our readers who feel anxious for the
spread of protestant principles among our French
population, could scarcely secure their objectina
more effectual way ghan by subscribing for copies,
which can be sent post free to any person for
whom they may feel specially interested. The
terms are 7s. 6d. per year. Mr. Jas. Brayley of
this city has consented to become agent for the
proprietor,

We subjoin the following article translated
from « recent num™er, and are happy to add that
there is scarcely a number issued that does not
contain gratifying intelligence of the progress of
evangelical truth among the Canadian French.

DISCT:SSION BETWEEN A'JESUIT AND TWO EX-
' PRIESTS.

Mgz. EviTor,—Permit me to recount to you

the princirl featnres of a religious discussicn
which took place to d-y in our village between a
Jesuit Mons. Pelletier living at Corbeau and
Mons. Daller aud Belina.
- The Rev. Father Pelletier at ‘the est of
some Canadi ns, sent a message to M. Daller that
he wished to receive a visit from him if he would
do him the pleasure. . ‘

On this invitation M. Daller wished to take
with him his friend M. Belina and myself. When
we came to the lionse wher thé priest should offi-
ciate, we found the house ulready filled, we were,
nevertheless, able to a h to hear a warm

sermon-which he delivered with to his
Canadian anditors. He i«nonnsm ener-
etically the necessity of prayer as the grand al-

read the Bz]);{ Scriptures as eternal truth, and to
press tht Bible to their hearts, &c. The dis-
course was pathetic and would have found an
echo in regenerate hearts; but, alas ! those whom
he addressed have never known the way of pesce.
‘After the sermon we were invited to approach the
Rev. Father and the discussion comnenced.

The priest demanded of M. Daller what were
the 1easons which led him to separate himself
from the church of Rome. = He replied that it was
because rhe tanght error in preachi contrary to
the word of Gud and the teaching o;'lgecm Christ
and his disciples,. Can y ve any proof de-
manded the priest ? I am going to furrish them
replied M. D., and he the 20th chapter of
Exodus and read with a lond voice the 4th and 5th
verses, * Thou shalt not make unto thee any gra-
ven imuge, &c.,” why have you the
commandment of God’s word which he has given
you in this place? The priest replied that the
Church had not mppm;?t, that it is contained
in tho first commandment,
thou adore, &c.” and that moreover, 1 virtae of
the a ‘which Jesus Christ had given to the
church she had a rght to do as she pleased in
cases of nicessity and discipline. D
to him the 18th and 19th verses of the
and put to him the same .
suppressed the Bible?
the commandment of
the Jews who were

Rev.,
), why have you

‘he priest replied that
mixed -“‘3‘3.‘.‘“’.&.: ""...‘3

: aters

‘would be liable mm&m that as for
| we were not in the same danger: I repliedeto

“ And we, have we not the same hearts as

.the Jews? He replied,

— .ﬁ_;’#:;?;:;&::f:::’:l:‘. y—-

report a degation visit htﬂ paid me b
members of my Church and congregation,
and a few friends connected with the Metho.

*|dist and Episcopal denominations. It took
Wh the 24th of Janvary., The people

g'elogk. | . ;

We have long bee n accustomed tore- 4 have boen larger had all who nad de.

entertain
ble and
other ladies ; bat it was evident
ple did not come together for the mere par
pose of enjoying the pleasure of the table—
noble object drew t
They came to express-
sympathy for the minister, and
ministrations. It was truly cheering to the)
pastor to see around him nearly 120 individ.
vals who had come to testify in
and united manner their regard
his family. :

siness of the evening ina way that did cred;
to themselves. o s 5
*Peacon Benjamin Fellows, on behalt of the
donors, presented the pustor with n
no mean dimensions, vontaining £18 12s.
and accompanied it with an .a
speech, exg:gsive of the convietion that it
was of the
was sent among them, and the
labours may be more abundantly blessed 1o
the conversion of sinners and the edificatio
of saints,
friend Mr. David Hall, that a
bution of articles suitable for household putf
poses, was inade, amountin
23d, makirg in all, £40 9s, 9
been added by persons who ‘were prevented
l‘;};’ distance, and the state of the roads, from
Ing presen*, enough to .raise the ¢
£2081_7_s. - =k
2s. 03d. 1t is believed that other donations
will find their way socn to
Several loads of wood
above have been lately
without money and without price. The pas-
tor replied in the best way hinbelingl of sur-
prize and gratitude would permit,
ples address conveyed in the la
Fellows. My brother pastor, lﬁ
Paradise, with whose
some of his people
called upon to address the company which he
did in his accustomed able and
manner.
position, labours, temptations, and di
as one pre-eminent|
encou ; alluding
ly to the a that by a ln
tian professors in our
lencouragement is denied or
ly given.
sympathize with a minister in his work is in-
creasing fast, and will no doubt eontinue to

increase as Christian knowledge and piety in.
creases among the _.'lm-guk
too highly of the liberality of the friends who
favoured us with their e.and of others

L whose donations were present. T he business
'ﬁ,viator of human miseries, then invited them to# : . :
expression of their good will,
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