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A SEA-SIDE CALM. 
The morning air was pure and cool 

_ Asleep the silver bay; 

After this he reads his text—* And sitting 
down, they watched him there.” « That is,” 
he continues, “ the enemies of Jesus sitting | 
down’ at his cross watched him there. It is! 
not difficult to understand their motives in so 

} 
| 

Each object on the shining sands doing, they were two-fold—cruelty and an- | 
shade reflected lay. : xiety. Cruelty made them sit down and Er fan org Lu? foe Ty vim aa. tr wished to gloat ‘them. Their 3 hy Bhok wit fd selves on his sufferings.” And anxiety made : thrown Y of fofvp x them watch \ymiainc oY on he ‘shad es- | 

cape, anxiety to see the end. ' | want you all 
{to come and do what the enémies of Jesus he ky | stooping o'er, did, but with very different motives. I want 

t from above! yo ‘all to come and sit down at Christ’s cross ie herd of clouds were lying down— and watch him there. : The hunting winds were gone ; 
T heir angry bark was heard no more, 
The weary chase was done. 

A calm, ambrosial consciousness 
Did Nature's bosom steep — 

A stillness, not so stern as death, 
And more profound than sleep ! 

"T'was musi¢ mute, and voiceless speech, 
A quiet, creeping spell— 

Repose without Sov otfulucw— 
And silence audible. 

1. That your judgments may be informed. 
2. That your emotions may be excited. 
3. That your characters may be improved. 

| 1 want you to sit down at” Christ’s cross 
| und watch him there. 

1. That your judgments may be informed 
on three points. 1. As to the heinousness ot 
sin; 2, as to the almightiness of love ; 3, as 
to the inflexibility of Divine justice. 

2. [want you to sit down at Christ’s cross 
that your emotions may be excited. 1. The! 
emotion of sorrow ; 2, the emotion of love 5 
3, the emotions of joy. (I think he might | 
have here added one particular more, viz : 
the emotion of gratitude.) 

3. 1 want you to sit down at the cross of 
Christ and watch him there that your charac- 
ters may be improved. 1. At the cross we 
learn to get quit of bigotry, and that improves 
the character ; 2, at the cross we learn to be 
beneyolent, and that improves the character; 
3, at the cross we see the beauly and learn 
the importance of becoming increasingly 
holy, and that improves the character.” 
These divisions, which are simple, and 

natural, and beautiful, were illustrated in a 
novel and striking manner. 1 could not help 
thinking, however, that the preacher by his 
obvious design to execute an occasional 
smile and laugh, said things, several times in 
the course of his sermon far beneath the 
dignity of the pulpit, and the sacredness of 
the ministerial character and office. He is, 
however, intensely earnest, and evidently 
deeply solicitous to win souls. 

In the afternoon I preached myself to a 
Baptist Church temporarily worshipping in 
the Trades’ Hall of this city. Strange that 
my first sermon in Scotland should not have 
been preached to a church of my own dc- | 
nomination, but to a Baptist Church. 

FAnNY BeLL. 
Dhiladephia, 
TL A RE CL TIS os. ET TPMT PEST > 

European Correspondence. 

Partick, near Glasgow, Scotland, 
July 20th, 1855. 

My dear Brother,—I have not had an op- 
portunity as yet of hearing any of the very 
distinguished preachers on this side the At- 
lantic. On the first Sabbath after my arri- 
val, I heard Professor Faldingof Rotherham, 
who was preachiog on the occasion of the in- 
duction of the Rev. Mr. Raleigh, as successor 
to Dr. Wardlaw. The matter of his discourse 
was certainly good, but it was spoiled as to 
all effect, by the manner of delivery. He 
was very indistinctly heard, as he read in a 
very low voice and with little or no anima- 
tion. I gave desperate attention, and was, 
in consequence, successful in hearing about 
three-fourths of the discourse. My “wife, at 
an early period in the exercises, abandoned 
all hope of hearing, and so gave herself up 
to her own meditations. 

In. the afternoon of the same day, I listen. 
ed to a discourse preached by my oaly sur- 
viving brother, who is one of the pastors of 
the Independent Church in this city. 
And although uneducated, in the seuse of not 
having received a collegiate education, or of 
having been systematically trained for the 
ministry, I was certainly much more edified 
by his simple, earnest, scriptural, common In the evening 1 in heard the Rev. Mr. 
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possession, the greater portion of the riches! Alas! for ninety-nine hundreths of the chris- | 
tian world that they should be required to re- | of the earth. Andin my estimation, we are 

fully justified in using just as much of this 
property for the advancement of the great 
cause of truth, as we can lawfully get within 
our power, for our Bible tells us, that in real- 
ity, ‘the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof’ and that the ** gold and silver are hs. 

But will it not divide the Baptist body ? In 
answer 10 this, if the Baptist’s, who have been 
“everywhere spoken against,” ‘because of 
their attachment to the truths of the Bible, 
and who have heretofore occupied a position, 
which enabled them ¢ fearlcgsly to court in- 
vestigation” are united at the present time 

ceive their articles of faith from such heads of 
the Church ! 
But as the present revision movement happens 

not to be under the government of King James 
who claims no ¢ontrol over the consciences of 
the revisors, and as they are composed of emi- 
‘nent scholars from almost all of the christian 
denominations, the lovers of pure versions have 
nothing tofear. We sometimes have the pain- 
5 Piarne of hstening to pulpit revision 
whic darkens counsel without knowledge and, 
that, too, from men who oppose the present 
movement to correct the English scriptures, 
and whom in the absence of charity, 
judge to be averse to the enlightenment of the 

by a bond of affection, so weak and heartless 
that a lawful, righteous effort to g've the pure 
word of God to all people, and thereby carry 
out the same principles by which they profess 
to have been characterized during all their 
past, is going to break up their harmony, and | 
divide their interests, it does not matter much | 
how soon it is effected. But we anticipate no 
such result, storms are necessary to purify 
the atmosphere. 

But their Bible will not be read! Yes we 
think 1t will, and in all probability, there will 
be more Bible reading in one year, immedi- 
ately after the publication of the revised ver- 
sion, than there has been in the same time 
during the last twenty years, and will not that 
be an advantage to the christian world ? And 
if it should not be the case, if society at 
large are so prejudiced against it, that they 
will scorn to open its pages, recollect that the 
obligation is no less binding upon christians 
to write the version and make it plain” and 

| 
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to scatter broadcast over the whole world, a [lowing of oxen? 1st Sam. xv: 14. ¢ 
Bible that will just *“ tell the truth as it is in 
Jesus” and speak out plainly, the mind of 
Jehovah, * whether men hear or whether 
they forbear.” I feel some interest in this 
subject, Mr. Editor, I well know, however 
that there are many in our province, who differ 
widely from me, respecting these things, 
many of whom 1 esteem as my best friends, 
but T cannot help that, ¢ let every man be fui- 
ly persuaded in his own mind.” I have uo- 
thing to say against those who take the other 
side of the subject, only it does appear strange 
to me, that men who know that God has given 
a pure revelation to our world—that there arc 
mary inaccuracies, to say the least, in the ver- 
sion of that revelation, which is used in al- 
most all parts of Christendom—that the cir- 
cumstances under which that version "was 
made, were calcula duce thnse innn. 

or in ot 

people through any other medium than their 
own torch. If this is not their motive, what | 
is ? they desire to keep in advance of 
their hearers ? If so let them attain that po- 
sition among hearers who have the pure oracles 
of god, as once delivered to the saints, in their 
own language, Iam not for keeping the peo- 
ple back, for the sake of giving their leaders 
an advanced position. 

I am proud to learn that Baptists in general 

we might | full 

| 
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are favourable to revision. Acknowledging, | 
as they do no other authority in matters of | 
faith, but God’s Woid, it scems to me strange | 
that there should be a dissenting voice. 

ed to Israel, to counteract, the disposition, in 
some, to treat revision as sectarian. Others 
arc disposed to be wise above what is written, 
and arc afraid of the consequences. It is feared 
that the common people will loose their vener- 
ation for Kiny James’ version 2 Be that as it 
i the command is to write the vision and 
make it plain. Obedience is better than sacri- 
fice and to peaghen than the fat of rams. 
What meancth the this bleating of sheep and 

Respectfully yours, E. SeeLyE. 
St. GEORGE, April 7, I855. 

For the Christian Visitor. 

Scepticism. 
No. 2. 

There are two phases of Scepticism that 
are particularly endeavouring to assume a 
measure of superiority in the present age.— 
First, —There is that unbelief which is found- 

ed on entire or partial ignorance of the doc- 
trines which it disavo 's, and Second— hat 

which arises from inability to comprehend 
the object presented. 

The former of these manifestations is in- 
timately connected with dishonesty, the latter 
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“Glory to Godin the highest, and on earth Peace, good will toward Men.’ 
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The last Prayer Meeting. 

In the month of July, 1843, the Pegasus 
steam-ship sailed from Leith for Hull, with 
-nearly forty passengers on board. About 
"the middle of th night, when moving rapidly 
.in smooth water, she struck upon a rock. 
; The captain immediately ordered the engines 
lo be reversed, and she was forced hack into 
ideep water. But a fatal injury had been 
ldone. The waves rushed in, and in a few 

~ minutes extinguished the fires, and stopped 
‘the engines. Every passenger hastened to 
the deck. All hope fled. Quickly and fear- 

y the ship was descending to the bottom. 
he seamcn, generally the last to yield, shook | 
nds with each other in stern silence. Some 

screamed in wild terror, others clung to their | 
children, and to ong another, in bitter despair. 
Timid women reached the highest pinnacle | 
of the masts, hoping there to be safe, and | 
multitudes rushed to the boats, which being | 
overset, hastened their destruction. The | 
whole formed a scene impossible to be des- | 
cribed ; but as one of the few survivors, who | 
had determined to attempt self-preservation | 
by swimming, was waiting fo spring into the | 

‘deep at the last safe moment, he turned round | ished! 
It may be that blindness in part has happen- | and saw on the higl:est part of the fast sink- | the number of the de mued ! 

ing deck, a circle. of people in vehement | 
prayer. In the midst of that circle knelt a | 
minister of the gospel, well known to the 
writer of these lines as a man of great know- 
ledge, and of a calm and prayerful heart. 
He had probably proposed to offer, at the 
mercy-seat of his God, the last supplications 
of his fellow-sufferers, but so intense were 
their feelings that they could not wait for 
another’s words : although his voice was 
heard distinctly above the rest, every one 
was loudly calling for mercy. In a few mo- 
ments, the vessel, as if with a sudden spring, 
shot to the bottom, and after a shqrt season of 
heart-rending screams and struggles, silence 
prevailed over the face of the deep. 
There is rcason to believe that some of 

that number were previously prepared to meet 
their God : but so affecting a spectacle makes 
one look forward to another rayer-meeting, 
which, we are told, shall be held in circum- 
stances, if possible, still more solemn. 

It will be attended by greater numbers than 
that just described, and yet by persons not 
altogether dissimilar. tis not to be composed 
of the heathen who never heard of a Saviour ; 
those who forsake the house of God, and cast 
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| shall have been taken inte his abode o 

are personally concerned in it. 
shall be among those who will then assemble. 

' which no man can work,” they start up, and 
find that they can only hasten into God’s pre- 
| sence as they are! 
{ The last and fatal circumstance connected 
i with this prayer is, that it will be offered after 
‘the time of God’s mercy has expired. The 
| Son of man shall have come “in the clouds 
‘of heaven.” Those who had watched for 
' Him, and had tKeir hearts filled with his grace, 

glo- 
‘ry; and those who, though well acquainted 
{ with the fact of his approach, were found un- 
| prepared to meet Him, shall have had the 
| ¢ door shut” upon them. 

Then all these, in dreadful horror, shall 
| assemble together, and with one voice offer 
up this extraordinary prayer. Extraordinary 
it is, as showing the fearfulness of that doom 
which awaits the impenitent,—a doom to 
which they cannot reconcile themselves, but 
which, to the last moment, yea, and beyond 
that moment, makes them to linger and cry 

| about the boundaries of their lost glory ;—ex- 
traordinary it is, as revealing the power of 
that self-deception which had kept them care- 
less for so long a time. They stand aston- 

They cannot believe that they are of 
Oh, no! They 

think of their religious privileges, of their pi- 
ous friends, of their serious impressions, of 
their zealous labours, and with strange, but 
too natural forgetfulness, lose sight of their 
destitution of love to God, of their innumer- 
able sins, of their long procrastination. They 
cry, and cry again—for this, this is their 
prayer,— 

* Lorp, L.orD, OPEN TO Us !”’ 

But no entrance is given. Into the ear of 
Him, who, while time lasted, never turned 
aside from the needy, never shut up his bow- 
els of compassion from the wretched, never 
spurned from his feet a repentant sinner, 
again and again they pour the piercing peti- 
tion,—** Lorp, Lorp, oPEN To Us!” Bat in 
vain. The day of patience is over. The 
sun of forgiveness has ne down. The 
night of eternal death prevails,—* THAT DARK, 
DARK; DARK NIGHT THAT HATH NO MORN BE- 

YOND IT.” 
Why, dear reader, is this solemn meeting 

brought under your attention 7? Because you 
Perhaps you 

Are you sure that you shall not? If there is 
the faintest doubt of your security, oh, be 
rammrsndad ta aaal tao Te BEY od 

gers alarm, no cries frighten you ; all is calm 
present ; every one shall have come from the 
company of these who pay respect to reli- 
gious services, who mingle with the godly, 
whe take upon themselves the name of chris- 
tian, and cherish hopes of eternal life. 
We might expect, therefore that the prayer 

they shall offer will be of the right descrip- 
tion ; and, indeed, it is very remarkable, that 
there are in that prayer—for we are told 
what it shall be—some very excellent and 
commendable features, although it is one 
which shall be spurned and rejected, even by 
Christ himself. 
One favourable point in it is, that it will be 

directed to the right person. The prayer 
will be directed to Him “ who doeth accord- 

d 
sense discourse, than with the learned, elabo- curacies, or KL not to prevent 
rate, and coldly delivered sermon of the 
morning. His text was—It was needful 
for me to write unto you, and exhort you that 
ye ‘should earnestly contend for the faith 
which was oace delivered unto the saints. 
He divided the subject thus: 

1. What are we to understand by the faith | 
once deli unto the saints ? 

2. t are the radical or fundamental 
errors Which must be unflinchingly opposed 
in earnestly contending for the faith once de- 
livered unto the saints tog 

3. In what spirit is it enjoined that we 
should earnestly contend for the faith once 
delivered unto the saints ? | 

Spurgeon. 
and favorable for reflection. Your mind is 
vigorous, undisturbed, and collected. At this 
season, then, give your attention to the “things 
which belong to your peace.” «Be ye re- 
conciled to God.” * Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world.” “He 
that hath the Son hath life.” Seize his sal- 
vation, and you will be prepared for all evils, 
and have peace in the midst of all dangers. 
See with what composure that beloved minis- 
ter of Christ resigned himself to the opening 
wave ! 

Perhaps you say there is no need of alarm 
in your case. You are not neglectful of re- 
ligious duties ; you have been acquainted with 
the bible from your youth; you have ever 

ness. On the agency of the both, many ob- 
jections have been originated against the 
Christian Revelation. None are more apt to 
charge their opponent with narrowness of 
views, or bigotry, than the clamorous declaim- 

ants against Scriptural authority, and yet few 
are more liable than themselves to that very 
accusation. No man who lives not amid the 
clouds and vapours of Infidelity, can read the 
works of Paine or Hume, without perceiving 
their woful ignorasce of the Christianity 
which they assail. Indeed, Hume, by far 
the ablest champion of modern. Scepticism, 
acknowledged to a clergvman ia the bishop- 

a crowded chapel before the preacher made 
his appearance. I liked the manner in which 
he illustrated his subject in the evening better 
than in the morning, There was less of 
what [ would call clap-trap, and mare of sol- 
id and dignified speaking; 1s text was 
Rey. xix. chap., 1, 2, 3 verses—* And | 
looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Zion, and with him an hundred forty and four 
thousand, having his Father’s name written 
in their foreheads, And I heard a voice 
from heaven, as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of a great thunder: and | 
beard the voice of harpers harping with their 
barps: and they sung as it were a new song 

them—that much light has been thrown on 
Hebrew philosophy since the production of 
our English scriptures—that men who hail 
with delight the discoveries of modern times, 
such as those of Layard, just because they cast 
light upon the Bible—who claim to them- 
selves the right of trafislating, and revising 
in the pulpit, almost every Sabbath—and who 
well know that the English language will ul- 
timately be the language of the world—I say 
it gppears strange to me, that men under 
these circumstances, can oppose the opera- 
tions of a society that writes its sublime mot- 
to in the plain, unmistakable characters of 
“ pure versions for the world.” Tell it not 

before the throne and before the four beasts, 
and the elders: and no man could learn that 
song but~the hundred and forty and four 
thousand which were redee from the 
earth.” His divisions were these : 

1. The object of worship in heaven. 
2. The number of the worshippers. 
8. The manner of their worship. 
4. The pature of their song. 

C. Mackay, 

It will at once be perceived that these di- 
visions‘are natural, and that they open up a 
wide field for illustration and practical re- 
mark. But, not only was. the discourse na- 
turally divided ; it was well tl out, and 
had the. attraction of-<-multum in parvo— 
orevity. twas the first time | had heard my 
brother preach; and while Tistening to his 
service, l.could not but rejoice in -t ce 
that had made him, without the aid and ad- 
vantages of a collegiate and systematical the- 
ological education, so promising.a minister of 
_the New Testament. 

In the evening of the same day | attended 
again at West Street pel—late 
Dr. Wardlaw’s—to hear the Rev. Mr, Frazer 
of West Nile Street Congregational Church, 
the Church over which the eminently holy 
and venerated Greville Ewing so long and so 
successfully presided. Mery Frazer's text 
was—* This is the love of God that we keep 
his commandments.” The subject was treat- 
ed inan earnest and evangelical manner; 
but Se mae of the sermon nor yo 
manoer e preacher appeared to me to 
much, if hi “above mediocrity. « On 
last Sabbath 4 [:had ‘what hundreds, 
op 5 “a am ayy ‘For I had the 
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Written for the Christian Visitor by a traveller. 

Cuicaco, May 14. 
Myr. Editor—In my last letter I noticed 

that many were opposed to the Bible Union, 
because they love their wld Bible, ean- 
not bear the thought of a new one, as they 
call it—think the time for revision no: come, 
that these are not the men to perform the 
work——and that the society is denominational. 
In my present, I shall notice that others ob- 
ject to it, because they say, it supports Camp- 
bellism, but really I cannot see how this is. 
If it supports the views of Dr. Campbell, just 
because he is one of the revisors, on the same 
prinefple it gives support to the views of the 
various peedo-baptists that ave engaged in the 
work. But if this is not the case, if it pro- 
fesses not to support the particular opinions ot ~ opportunity of hearin 

celebrated E any engaged in the work, whether Baptists or 
| ; Poad-Hia pst, which is really the truth,—but 

uk se +0Re yes ] sand of aon 10, NO aemovet isiokion ab the Hille 
very boyish appearance. Little, thick-set, |. Dr, Campbell stands ou the same leve 
oval-faced, with a low a with the le gy to select one man from 
expect when you ‘look at him’ that ‘you will AmGOn number who are all en in a 
have af else than & B05 Pr work, where their integrity, and ur are 
tion of an at preaching. ut the at.stake, 8, is. i the. case here, oc- 

10 pray yout attention is | cording io the. rules of revision, and mark 

inctne unciation ; | tion of the ‘with the color of his own 
fr a sentiments, until it has proved to be the case, 

is everything but fair ‘or honorable. Others 
ject to it, be it receives aid from pro! 

er this, slavery is a wicked thing, and: 
sot | it is wrong for christians. to (the pro- | 

$ | pert 

rinciple is correc’, it is 
e 

joice, lset the dau 

pose of giving a Holy Bible to the od : 
N . ‘th P - v 

in Gath—publish it not in the streets of Ask- 
elon, lost the daughters of the Philistines re- 

ghters of the uncircumcised 
triumph. PRroGREss. 

St. Georae, July 31, 1855, 

Dear Bro. BiLy,—Having accidentally or I 
should rather say providentially met the in- 
closed in the New York “ Chronicle” of the 
7th April last, and knowing that comparative- 
ly few in the Province take that Paper, it oc- 
ocurred to me that it would be worthy of a place 
in the “Christian Visitor.” Its being the pro- 
duet of an inhabitant of our Province, but more 
especially on account of its own intrinsic merit 
I ‘have no doubt its insertion will please and 
profit many of your readers as it has already 
done your humble servant. 

7 TroMAs MaazE. 

To the Editors of the N. Y. Chronicle. 

Messrs. Eprrors,—Please send me the back 
numbers of the * Chronicle” from March 3rd, 
—I cannot deny myself the" pleasure of perus- 
ing it—I am much pleased with its enlarge- 
ment, and matter generally, particularly on 
sai of its being the organ of Bible 
on, - 

This 18 in my opinion the most important 
enterprise of the age. The fact that it has 
béen elayed from King James’ day to this time, 
wilLin less than ten years, I doubt not, be the 
wonder of an enlightened world 

an age when men claim to think for themselves, 
though i uld not be as our respected an- 

Revision is the great want of the Ye fur 
enemies themselves being judges. Twenty 
BLS aR the only Greek scholar in this new- 
ly settled place—the n of 
the State Church—when 1 [om : 
“from the common version, his reply was, “1 
‘perceive you are not aware that there are 

i- 

We live in 

many | in our English Bible which do 
Jmot convey the true oar ed res pu 

his Costin, adine “our 
ish version is not correct. why not correct 

ric of Durham, that he had never read the 
New Testament with attention. (Alas! I 
fear it is too much the case at the present day ) 
Is it then to charge him with dishonesty, nay, 
are we not’sarranted in charging al despisers 
of the Word with the possession of a similar 
disposition ? Who caa study the profound 
disquisitions on mora! scicnce, and the sub- 
lime reasons afforded for man’s aceountabili- 
ty, which the writings of the Apostles furnish, 
without been irresist:bly led to the conclusion, 
that they spake not of themselves, but as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Produce 
one instance, ye disbelievers, of any other 
book exhibiting as thorough a knowledge of 
man’s pature and capabilities, and then your 
hones'y may appear without stain. But it is 
urged by some that we are unable to believe 
what we canno’ comprehend. If the non 
comprehension of ap object, implies this be- 
lief, then Scepticism ought to be_the ruling 
principle of life. To how many thousands. 
yea, millions of facts, do we yield an instant 
assent, without being able to explaifi or illus- 
trate any of them. Can the wisest disbeliever 
of the Bible explain the structure of the mean- 
est insect, or reveal the unsearchable myste- 
ries contained in the formation of a single 
blade of grass 7? Can he disclose the nature 
of that law which ha the earth upon no- 
thing, and sustains it threughout thousands of 
mighty revolutions? Or can he understand 
the substance of that vital principle: in the 
agency of which he breathes, lives, and 
moves. There is something # the very pa- 
ture of these or principles that baffles 
his acutest skill. . How then can he expect 
to comprehend the depth und breadth of what 
is ¢ knowa regarding 
mode of the divine existence? While:inca- 
paciuted by the weakness of his powers, to 
understand earthly things, it cannot be mat- 
ter of wonder that heavenly things are still 
more. insorutable, by reason of their remote- 
ness and sublimity. To adopt an i 

he should while demanding in regard t0' na- 
tura objects, * What seest thou ?° rest content. 

1 rs, with an answer 10 the a 
‘scholar 

acquainted. with tho fa, who 
out against a voice 

the nature and { unaccompanied by hatred : of sin, and deep 

than terror, nothing else but anxiety 

4 
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simiar to that used by a celebrated author, [favs the circumstances will be like to those of 

‘the prayer- meeting which was held in the sink- 

ing to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth.” 
A second favourable mark of it will be, 

that it will seek for a proper blessing. How 
often do men ‘ask amiss!” Sometimes 
their hearts are set upon a worldly advantage, 
which, if granted, would ruin their souls. But 
should you suppose that taey would be wrong 
in asking permission to enter in'o the glory of 
the Lord, and to sit down at the “ marmage 
supper.of the Lamb” ? - Certainly not. Yet 
that is the blessing besought in this remarkable 
rayer. 

’ till a third excellency in it is, that it will 
be offered with great earnestness. 1f we 

1d hear, as some of us may hereafler hear, | 
the cries of this nieeting, we should have be- 
fore us an example of real fervency. Every 
heart would be seen moving, glowing, burn. 
ing with anxiety,—every word giving utter- 
ance to a mighty emotion which seemed de- 
termined to surmount all obstacles. Never 
shall there have been a prayer so free from 
formality ,—never a people so full of earnest. | 
ness. 
Now, however, approval must end. The 

sky darkens. The next feature betrays dan- 
ger. It will be a prayer unaccompanied by 
repentance. Shall a prayer be rejected be- 
cause it 1s filled with terror? No; for then 
the prayer of the Philippian jailor (Acts xvi.) 
had not been heard. all a prayer be re- 
jected because it springs from a desire to ac- 
quire some personal advantage? No; for 
then the prayer of the prodigal son (Luke xv.) 
bad not been commended to us. But there 
is demauded for effectual prayer something 
beyond these. That is no. prayer which is 

{ 

| 

itence before (hod for having committed 
it, But this prayer will contain nothing more 

de- 
liverance, no confession of past neglect, no 
copcern for the divine honour, no symptom 
of rencwal of mind. But you may say, “Per- 

ing vessel ; and there danger was 00 pres- 
sing, time was too short, the mind was too 

J, 

been in the habit of attending God’s house ; 
you have much more scrious views than mul- 
titudes. It may be so. But in so solemn a 
question as this, the deepest searching of 

| heart is not misplaced. Did you not observe 
how many good qualities there were in the 
prayer just spoken of,—how like it was to 
the prayer of a child of God,—how many 
traces it bore of past knowledge, and impres- 
sions, and hopes? Yet it availed nothing. 
Oh, fellow-sinners, let us be sure of our ac- 
ceptance! Let us see that we have more 

i than forms, more than gifts to rest upon. 

| Lord! is my soul * born from above ?” Am 
[ «renewed in the spirit of my mind?” Is 
the life I now live in the flesh a life of faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me ?”’ 

It may be that some one, on laying down 
this tract, will say within himself, ¢¢ This sub- 
ject is very important, and, ere long, I will 
ive my serious attention to it.” Permit, 
ear reader, one enquiry before we part. Do 
you think any one of that anxious and weep- 
ing circle brought under your attention, would 
have been satisfied with such a resolution ? 
while on the brink of éiernity would they 
have said, “ Ere long we will give our atten- 
tion to it?” Oh, no. But your danger may 
be as real, though not so visible ; you may 
now’ be living your last day,—spending, per- 
haps, your last hour! The present moment 
is the only one truly yours. Even now, then, 
be urged to conclude this great subject. Let 
the end of these lines be the i ming, 
through divine grace, of your new life. If 
practicable, seek at once retirement and soli- 
tude ; if en , in outward duties, still let 
them not hinder you; lift up heart to 
God ; take refuge in the sacrifice of Christ ; 
yield to the influence of the gracious Spirit, 
and enter into life! 

Tue DiFFERENCE.—As a gentleman was 
walking in the street, he saw at some distance 
ahead, half a dozen men at a slow 
and measured stap to their day’s work. laa 
minute of two he overtook them, and soon 

uesion,” © readest thou?’ ln.no case | troubled, to exercise such feelings.” Yea, | looked back upon them far in the : 
Ss this utter disregard af iy. But why wes, dnoger we M31 Bineased “ What makes the difference 2” said he to 
fully evi han in the treatment which tie {foc 5 Vhy was time foephe re- | himself. *[ was the son of a labour- 

I {Christian “systém has - experienced “at ' the | quiring to be done * was the mind dis- | ing man. Why am I not like these men, now 
| hands of sueh men. The p ‘of its’ {roictod and disabled by too. great effort ? Alas, Capen, Ah the same condition of poverty 

récepts’ unsfitutes the first stumbling block. Tdays, and weeks, and years, roll on inde Evidently Tks bors pn 
They kt meet with maay truths that they {ing sinners in comparativé'edse I ‘God waits, | | have left thei far behind me.” From my 
brand es, uireaso: ,beeay foot ‘and warns, aud entreats, and promises, but all, | eacliest Qpiipcads hacker LINE. A4 gay 
their pri 4 186 e the cou apparchdly, in vain Sihepitouis their eyes, | thing to do, I'have dose it with my might, 
sels o g Hono. , |and slumber their eyelids, untilyet-esmoment wgeonking by the day or- bythe job. 

St. John, N. B., July 20, 1855- too far on in the day, too near “ the might, in | These men are working for —1 sup-


