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The Claims of Australia 
ligiows Mem. 

In the absence of the editor of the Visitor, we 

supply the editorial column with an extract from 
an address delivered by him in the Mechanics’ 
Institute last winter, before the Young Men's 
Christian JAssociation. This address took for its 
starting point the Relationship of Young Men to 
the Missionary enterprise. In referring, under the 
second head, Yo the extent of the mission field, 
the speaker made the following observations in 
regard to Australia :— 

“Allow me, in this connection, to refer to Aus- 
tralia as presenting a field for miss'on culture of 
momentous interest. When viewed simply in an 
isolated aspect, you see there a work to be 

done of overwhelming magnitude. We were 
told in this hall, not long since, by a gentleman 
who had survey the country in pé¥son, that 
Melbourne, the commercial emporium of the 
colony of Victoria, 18 destined to be, at no very 
distant day, the largest city in the world. It is 
rising to that position now. The eyes of all na- 
tions have been turned to Australia as the very 
fountain head of wealth. Hence the mighty tide 
of emigration that has set in there from ali sec- 
tions of the globe. But amid this swelling tide 
of human life, and those -immense advantages for 
the rapid accumulation of wealth, there are to be 
seen the unfoldings of depralaty upon a gi 
gantic scale. Society is corrupt to the very 
heart’s core. Hence these unparalleled advan- 
tages for getting gold, instead of being conse- 
crated to the glory of God and the good of man, 
are consumed in developing fountains of iniquity 
to an extent which threatens the whole country 
with such a delage of moral evil as the world 
has seldom witnessed. Now, what can roll back 

thas rushing tide of darkness and of death? The 
answer is the gospel of the grace of God. This 
is the purifier of the soul of man—this is the great 
barrier that God has raised up against the out- 
bursts of human passion. But it ust be preach- 
ed by the living voice, and preached in demon- 
stration of the Spirit and of power, We say 
then tp young men whose hearts God has touch- 
ed by the vitalizing power of his Spint, Go to 
that Golden Isle of the Sea, not to amass the 
golden treasures which are to be found in its un- 
explored mines, but go in the name of the Lord 
God, to lift up your voice as the trumpet in its 
crowded towns and cities, on its vast and fertile 
agricultural plans, and in its densely populated 
gold fields as a messenger sent by God to purify 
the fountains of sin, and to warn the people to 
flee from the wrath to come. 

Bat in order to a right perception of the claims 
of that great country upon missionary erterprise, 
you mast look at its proximity to those mighty 
nations sunk in the abyss of heathen impiety. 
There is China, British India, afd the unnumber- 
ed Islands in the Pacific and Southern oceans, 
all to be powerfully affected by missionary opera- 
tions in Australia. Convert Australia to the 
faith and purity of the gospel, and you establish 
a central power to bear with tremendcus mnflu- 

But then the iop comes up how is Austra- 
lia to be brought the sanctifying influence 
of missionary power, pnd thus he made a mighty 
agency for good in to the ‘world’s conver- 

wealth, of ixfluence, and of progress, shall all be at 
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my command, and I will use them as e: s of 
irresistable power to execute my dark 
in resisting the spread of the gospel, m 
humanity in the dust, and in crushing man’s soul | 
to the depths of an eternal hell.” Now what we 
want is to get men to go'there, who have so much 
of the love of the God in their hearts, and so 

“has undergone many political changes, old 

In despite of all 
ralia by missionaries 

ful rate, and it will ¢ ontinue to increase until the 
missionary staff shall present a very different 
point to the enemy from what it does now. 
If you ask why the ministry in Australian has 

not kept pace with the rapid increase of the popu- 
lation? I answer, because there has not been 
that devotedness to the missionary enterprise on 
the part of the religious young men, which the 
nature of their relationship to that enterprise de- 
mands. 
Three years ago last August the little vessel 

called the Australia was fitted out at this port, 
of Baint John, at the expense of a company who 
had resolved to try their fortunes in that golden 
region. The most of those who embarked in that 
enterprise were young men of sturdy limb, of un- 
bending nature, and of unconquerable pefsever- 
ance. They voluntarily separated themselves 
from the home of their childhood, and from friends 
tenderly beloved, and committed themselves to a 
long and dangerous soa voyage, and run the risk 
of the loss of health and the failcre of fondly 
cherished hopes in a land of strangers, simply that 
they might by this life of evils and of hardships 
place themselves and their friends, it thay be, in 
circumstances of comfort and independence. 1 
blame them not for this. Such a course indubi- 
tably proves that they had the elements of man- 
hood about them in no ordinary degree ; but the 
question is, shall men be found willing to do all 
this for the sake of worldly gan, and will they 
not make an equal sacrifice when the salvation of 
a country teeming with deathless souls demands 
it at their hand ? 

O! Ye young men of Christian churches we 
invoke the spirit of Paul, of Luther, of th> young 
Melancthon, of Braynard, of Martin, of Whitfield, 

ot. Wesley, of Cary, of Williams, of Kimble, of 

Mathison, of Judson and of Mills, to rest upon 
you with its redeeming consecrating power, that 
like them you may be willing to traverse stormy 
oceans, to visit inhospitable climes, to endure pover- 
ty and persecution, and to meet death itself in its 

most hideous and terrific forms, if you can by this 
means exalt the Lord Jesus, and save perishing 
souls from the gnawings of the worm, which shall 
never die, and from the scorchings of the flame 
that shall never be quenched. 

European News. 
It will gladden the hearts of many of our readers 

tolearn that the treaty of peace has agtually been 
signed, and that the proclamation has gone forth 
from one end of the world to the other, that the 
sword which has so long been unsheathed should 
be replaced in the scabbard, and that blood and 
carnage should no longer stain the garments or 
blacken the history of the most civilized nations 
under heaven. We hail the messenger of peace 
with delight, yet we cannot but express regret 
that another day had not been chosen for the 
consummation of thie desirable event than that 
which was selected. More noble would Eng- 
land’s name have been, and brighter her palm- 
branch appeared, if the representative of her 
greatiress in that august council had stood firmly 
forth the champion of that day of sacred rest so 
much beloved and so much revered by England’s 
noblest sons. Why could not the treaty have 
been signed on Saturday? The document was 
prepared, the arrangements were made,—why 
were not the signatures zffixed? and then the 
treaty would have come forth a thing _of beauty 
and of glory ; bunt now it seems stained with the 
marks of desecration of the Divine command, 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” 

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
A letter from Bro. W. 8. Howe, of the Oth 

inst., informs us that he has entered upon hs 
mseion at Chiproan, that the people there have 
received him with great cordiality, and that the 
appearances are favorable. Some have already 
manifested a desire to follow the Redeemer, ard 
to unite with his church. He solicits an interest 
in the prayers of his brethren, that success may. 
attend his labors. Chipman presents an inviting 
field for ministerial labor, ard we sincerely trust 
that ovr young brother will be greatly encour- 
aged in his work. 

Erratum. —Capt. Small 1s commander of the 
steamer Admiral, and not Capt. Woods, as an- 
nounced in our last issue by mistake. 

From our Fredericton Correspondent. 

The Past and the Present. 
Within the last twenty years the Province 

things have been passing away, and many 
things have become new. Formerly, against 
all who did not hold certain opi 

responsible govern ; i 
ence of metropolitan authority, in any matte 
relating to the internal affairs of the country, 
have all been the work of the last twenty 
years. é 
The exclusiveness of the former state of 

things suppressed among all but the favoured 
class an honorable ambition, which could not 
be gratified, to share in the councils of the 
country, and in its honors and emoluments. 
Lord Kaimes in his work on eriticism, says, 
that a peasant never falls in love with a prin- 
cess, because, when there is no hope, there can 
be no desire. 
Old obstructions have been removed, and the 

humblest may now aspire to the highest places 
in the land, without being asked, “ by whom re- 
lated, or by whom begot.” The deadening weight 
of an overbearing aristrocracy has been received. 
Knowledge, talent, and character, are not now 
crushed and confined, but breathe an atmosphere 

of political emancipation of freedom and progress, 
The sedimegt which has fallen to the bottom may 
be succeeded by the scum of political demagogue- 
ism, which floats on the top, but this is an evil of 
minor magnitude—under the old system a ban was 
placed upon improvement in all its forms—im- 
provement is a vital principle of the new system, 
which political defhegogus may war against but 
cannot destroy. 

© Dissent. 
I have been pleased to notice, in those discus- 

sions in both branches of the IBgislature, where 
it became necessary lo allude to the different de- 
nominations of Christians 1n this Province, the 

term Dissenter is carefully avoided, and seldom 
escapes from the lips of an honourable member, 
and when it does it appears accidental. “When 
the term Dissenter is used I presume we are to 
understand it to mean such as are not Episcopa- 
lians. It will be only necessary to refer to the 
Parliamentary debates of our own Province, and 
those of the House of Commons, to learn that 

there is no Established Church here, and if no 
such church there can be no Dissenters, as the 

true meaning, and ongin of that term springs 
from differing with the church established by law. 
For instance, in England where Episcopalianism 
is established, Presbyterian, although connected 

with the established Church of Scotland, and 

Roman Catholics, an older church than that of the 
Episcopalians, together with all other bodies of 
Christians, are Dissentery. . It was once a ques- 
tion whether from the singular title of the old act 
relating to the Church of England is this Pro. 
vince, Episcopalianism might not be considered 
as a sort of establishment, although withott any 
of its substantial qualifications, such as Tithes or 
other state provision for its Clergy, but the revieed 
statutes have swept away even that shadowy sem. 
blance. 4 
The Editor will not suppose, that I would not 

be ashamed of the term Dissenter, if it were justly 
applicable, but as it is not, there is no need to 
keep up any invidious distinction, which is now 
hapily being removed. 

Mr. Conner’s Bill to suspend the grant to 
King’s College, has been discussed to some ex- 
tent. 

The Attorney GENERAL moved as an amend- 
ment, the Bill recommended by the College Com- 
mission,—with some alterations,—the chief of 
which provides, that all denominations of chris- 
tians, must be represented in the Senate or Col- 
lege Council. 
Mr. Conxevw strongly urged the passage of 

his Bill, as the only sure method of resusci 
this Institution, and making it what the Country 
requires. He entered into details to show the 
annual and aggregate cost of the College to the 
Province, as well as the amount of benefits which 
bave been derived, and svggested some change 
which he conceived indispensible, if 1t would bE 
made popular and efficient. He did not wish to 
appropriate the endowments to any other tian 
Educational purposes. 

Hon. Mr. Fisaer advocated the adoption of 
the Bill founded upon the Report of the Commis- 
sion. He said the endowment would not be like- 
ly to be withheld for some time, if the Bill passed 
the Assembly, and in the mean time he felt de- 
sirous of making some improvements and reforms 
in the management of the College. He alluded 
to the past exclusiveness of the Institution as an 
essential cause of its unpopularity, and, said that 
by his Bill, every thing of this nature was entire- 
ly precluded. : : 
Mr, Harueway spoke energetically in favor 

entered the Assembly, younger and more inex. 

tian Visitor. 
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of the amendment, and said, that when he first | 
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exieting ‘n the College aff nd gave it it is desiréable to remove as soon as pos-| the n 
ion that dé imme diate sugension of the The Assembly might pass it, but its final | of the 

tm of existing evils. . © Mr. Grav hoped the of the 
’ ‘the suspen ion would not be disposed of in such 

consiore it purely manner and without due consideration. 
the iegislture, and ought it ought to have been taken up 

ly in enpply, if at all. x on its own merits, without being 
‘was quite undec as a simple amendment. He would 
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portant question,—difficulties attended both sides 
of it.—He thought the main reason of the present 

doubted his pretentions to a thorough education, 
and he was willing to award him every credit as 
a man and ¢ SeactUbal ut he was not peculiar- 
ly fitted to preside over an Institution of this kind. 
If the grant be once withheld, he it would 
not be re-appropriated, and he was not quite pre- 

viel i Ce rm ATU ra i it 
Bill, because it would be injurious to the 
of this Province. Instead of rooting out an un- 
froitful tree, it was much better to dig 

«chance at home for our youth to attain a college. 
+ 134 without compelling them to seek it in 
a country. hr 

= pared to say how he should vote on this question. 
Col. Haywanrp thought the better course under 

all circumstances, was to suspend the grant, and 
start anew, 

Mr. GiLmon felt somewhat embarrassed in dis- 
cussing this question—involving as it did very 
important consequences to the Province—both 
in an Educational and pecuniary point of view ; 
but mn taking a careful retrospect of the enormous 
Revenues the College had from time to time ta- 
ken from the pecple, since its formation in 1829, 
without any commensurate benefits ; and know- 
ing the ceaseless bat unavailing efforts which 
had been made to im its character for use- 
fulness,—he was constrained to say that no other 
recourse was left, than to pass the present Bill.— 
He disclaimed, however, on his part any denomi- 
national feeling whatever, and would be extreme- 
ly pleased to see the College become popular and 
useful, and he would support the Bill, as the best 
step towards the attainment of this desideratum. 
The ho ber eulogized the Report which 
had been prepared, and considered that it sug- 
gested desirable improvements, but for various 
reasons he contended it was better to suspend the 
grant fora time prior to making any farther at- 
tempt to remodel. 

Mr. McCrerar acknowledged that the popu- 
lar feeling was decidedly averse to making any 
further appropriations to this institution and this 
is not at all suprising, when its benefits are known 
to be of such & local and trivial nature; but the pub- 
lic mind was influenced to a great extent by the 
magmtude of past evils, without having an oppor- 
tunity of examining the proposals for reforming 
existing abuses. He thought it was a most novel 
method of curing a disease, first to kill the pa- 
tient, as some hon. members appear.d disposed 
to do by passing this Bill. He was fully aware 
of existing evils, but thought, the more prudent 
course would be to pass the Bill recommended by 
the commissioners, and if the desired object could 
not be gained in this way, then the supplies must 
necessarily be stopped as a derneir resort. The 
‘same difficulties existed in some of the most ex- 
tensive colleges in England and other places; 
but reforms and not such sweeping changes are 
agitated. He. spoke in praise of the Report, 
and said, it came to us prepared not ouly by the 
ablest of the educationalists of the colonies, but 
was recommended, in no measured terms, by Dr. 

Wayland, whose opinions were entitled to very 

great consideration. He advocated some clfanges 
in the school system generally, and considered the 
selection of an able and zealous Superintendant 
very important; was very favourable to the early in. 

troduction of the Canadian system of parish school 
libraries, as affording useful reading matter, and 

creating a demand for education,—a result al- 
ready produced, to a great extent, by reduction 
in postage. The Bill would only tend to pepetu- 
ate another year the present difficulties, and feel- 
ing the great of a chance for obtaining 
within the Province a collegiate education, he 
was very desirous to adopt the recommendation 
of the Report, and, by removing all exclusiveness 
render the college available to all denominations. 
Mr, Arran perfectly agreed with the last hou, 

member with regard to the right mode of dealing 
with this motion. He thought no object could 

be gamed by passing this Bill, but by taking a 
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(By Telegraph to the News Room). | 

. New York, April 17th. 
pom ce of Peace — 

Great rejoicings in Paris. English demon. 
strations much quieter. 

Consols advanced to 93%. —Breadstuffs dull 
at about “Cambria’s” quotations. 

of the Treat Peace.— Paris. Friday 
vening.—'T had terminated its 

labour, with the exception of a formal signa. | 
ture of the conditions of , which, itis 
said, will be definitely by the whole 
of the Plenipotentiaries on Sunday wext, 
The Post also mentions Sunday ; but the 

City article of the Daily News states that the 
treaty will be actually si to-day. Itis 
understood that this last statement rests on | 
very excellent authority. 

Three Days Later. 
Arrival of the Steamship Africa. 

New York, April 19. 
Africa arrived. Dates to the 5th inst." 
Ship * Skipwith” from St. John's, arrived 

at Figuera; on the passage out saw field ice 
about 200 miles from Coast of Newtoundland 

; 

~lights on the ice. ~ 
Peace formally proclaimed at St. Peters. 

burgh, and favourably received. 
Cotton advanced to one eighth to one 

quarter on ordinary, and one sixteenth to one 
eighth on middling qualities. 

Breadstuffs unchanged. 

a yo ods ship. Ie rrived ut Liv 3 il 3d, ship Ims 
perial, Moran, Mobile, . 

SECOND DESPATCH. 

o'clock P.M. She bri 

i 

The news generally is unimportant. : 
The Peace Combramnts had commenced | 

its sittings in’ Paris for the consideration of 
minor details. ‘The Conference was not 
expected to get through its labours for a 
month or more. 
The following from d’s List may or 

‘may not have reference to t Pacific :— 
“Freuera, March 24th.—The Skipwith 

arrived here. In corning off the Newfound. 
land coast fell in with ice to the distance of 
200 miles, and saw the lights of a steamer in 
the ice. The above vessel left St. John's, 
Newfoundland, on the 18th Feb.” 
Tae Crimes.—Sixteen men. were burned 

in some wooden huts on the slope above 
‘Aitodar, occupied by the Commissariat De- 
Petimont. Nothing else of importance had 
transpired. : 
-ENeLAND.—The business of I'arliament 

had been mostly of home interest. Among 
‘the notices of motion was one by Lord Gode- | 
rich to ask whether a document which has re- | 
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= the subject of Central America, is authen- 

sea and land, and as a natural consequence 
the blockade of the Russian por: was closed. | 

ps psig eS hymen 
An English Church ig to be built at Con- 
stantinopl "x mn bedoho ritiah who 

—— ; 

| ceive this sign ch 

ment accomplished in many combats, and in 

~~ The armistice has been extended both on ‘ 
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iginal undertaken would have been 
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met again at the 
Affairs. Nothi 

of Foreign 
: . rar ad ms 

rumour circu a part 
that the Treaty of Revet Did Sy lniis 
to-morrow. SERRE 
© "Pho state of the ' health is so 
‘favourable as not to 
of bulletins. Prince 

tinople. General La Marmora had left Con- 
stantinople on the 14th for the Crimea. 
Tre CriMea—By way of Vienna we 

—_— ui three English officers and one 
rench were very made prisoners 

the Cossacks near vo The Gorn 
are’said to be in command of the 
envirous of that town. 
a rl 
uesday Morning.—'T he _ brings 54 

x vo a 
Court the of 

passengers, amo 
Ambassador to A 
Sweden, : nd on freight specie value 
and a cargo of fruit, wine, and ral mer- 
chandize. Heavy rains had fal’en at Lisbon, 
which had done much in: to agricultural 
operations in the valley of Santarem. 
PorTUGAL.— Lisbon, March 19.—Duri 

the last six days bad weather has prevailed; 
and further disasters to sLipping in the coast 
are fully anticipated. The of modern 
Europe seems gradually spreading te this 
hitherto benighted seat ot antique customs 
and old-world usages. The electric telegraph 
now stretches its wire, for as yet it is only a 
: ie Ais sia ; it 

of the old regime, who are so numerous here, 
and who believe to a man that the new tele- 
graph is an ing of satanic influence— 
and they just as iby ji 
disease to the 

— Marshal Pelissier 

Soldiers,—A medal, commemorating the 
war in the Pron uhh ga ~ag ‘instituted by 
the Queen of England, august Ally of 
our Empany has wished tc dogtans $0018 

hee held the | ny ode and on always mal 

a seige memorable for ever, | 

the most remote villages the alliance of 
two great people. : , 

CriMea.—-The accounts from the British 
army in the Crimea are of the most flattering 

A church und 35 houses were dem: at 
Iliance, and one man kil'ed. A large num. 

ber of trees were blown across the track be- 

5 


