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'ﬂlm is a littla mystic elock,
No human eye hath seen ;
That beateth on —and beateth on,
From morning until e'en,
And when the soul is wrapped in sleep,
A d heareth not a sound,
It ticks and ticks the livelong night,
And never runneth down,

IHow wondrous is that work of art
Which knells the parting hour,

But art ne’er forme 1, nor mind conceivo l
The life clocks magie power.

Nor set in gold. nor decked with gems,
By wealth and prince possessed ;
But rich or poor or high or low,
Bach bears it in his breast.

‘When life’s deep stream, "mid beds offlow ers,
And still and softly glides, - .

Like the wavelet's step, with a gentle be .t,
It warns of passing tides,

‘When threatening darkness gathers o’er,
And hope’s bright visions flee, '

Like th2 sul'en stroke of the mufiled oar,
It beateth heavily.

-

When pas ion nerves the warrior’s arm
For deeds of hate and wrong,

Though heeded not the f arfu! sound,
The knell is deep and stron ;.

Such is the clock that measures life,
Of flesh and spirit blended,

And thus "twill run wi hin the breast,
Till that strange life is ended.
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‘“ Ramlnisoenoes of the Past.

* mildoess and condesceusion

0. XXXVIIL

? DEear Bnomxn,—-About the time of which
t

reated in my last, there was a powerful re-
!Wll amongst the coloured people in Freston,
nd’s Plain and Windsor road ; a great

‘nullimdo believed and were added to the
h.

‘ loved in those days to be in refor-
Brother Burton of Halifax, had
hole supervision of these people. But

%l went down to these places, 1o help our good
. brother, if 1 should fipd asssistance necessary;

Lfound he had his - bands full, and with a
hearty good will, 1 readered him what aid |
could. I preached at these several.places,
and attended other meetings with this worthy
servant of the Lord. Father Burton had ap-
pointed a baptizing season, it was at a lake
just back from the Windsor road ; a large
number told their experience that day, who
with others, that had been received on some
previous occasions, were baptized, in all, |
believe, about forty. | assisted Mr. B. in this
work, and in the presence of n large collee-

of people, we proceeded 1o wash this
large flock of black sheep.

Brother Burton was just the man 1o bave
the care and management of this class of
people. Their is somathing pecuhur in them,
and there was something in the preacher
which qualified him to deal with them. Bro-

“ther B..was a king among them, and they

rcndemd unto Cesar the things which were
Cmsar's. He reigned wi'h undisputed sway

. Yamoongst them. He siid come, and they
- came, go and they went, do this, and they did

#t; but if he was a king, he was a fatherly
_king ; for in_his government, the
ther with
the severity of the soversign. Father Burton
used to exercise the office of the magivrrate
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" when cver | went to Hulifax.

MI “um for wine."

I have alluded in the beginning of this letter,
One man was proceeding in relating what
grace had. done for him, when he said—
** about this time | had Adream,’” and was pro-
ceeding to tell his dream, when Mr. R. stopped
him and remarked; “ | w Il come and see you
one of these days, when 1 will hear all about

-your dream, but 1 wish you now to tell us

how it was with you when you were awake.”
The man showed evident signs of disappoint-
ment, for he considered it a very important
part of his experience. But he was not al-
lowed to goon with it.

I epent several weeks with this good brother
at different times, and found him always kind
and glad to sce me, and yield up his pulpit
M. Burton
was by birth an Englishman ; he came to
this country about, or nrar the close of the
lnst century ; he was not a Buptist, nor do I
anow what he was. He had lcft the Estab-

. lished Church, and was by iaw licensed as a

dissenting minister, and preached after his
arrival withoot connecting himself with any
sect, for about a year. Hec then visited the
United States, and was baptized in the State
of New Jersey, and before his return was
ordaincd a Baptist preacher. But, what was
very singular, although there was not a Bap-
tist in Halifux at that time, his wife had ex-

‘perienced an entire charge on the subject of

baptism while he was absent, und was bap.
tized by her husband on his return home.
Here n  Halifax he struggled through
many difficulties and  deprivations
preaching the truth ; but in three years,
from the ti:ne of his ordination, a small
church was gathered around him, with whom
he labored until ealled to his rest above. The
people conneeted with him were generally
very pobr. He visited \he United States, and
collected money to build a meeting house and
a pastor’s dwelling house ; beth of which he
occupied uvatil he died. Brother Burton had
but a small salary. When 1 knew him, he
had nothing to depend upon, but collections
taken on the Sabbath, afiter sermon. These
were but a pitlance to support a family, but
the good man was a great economist, and as
he knew every Monday morning, how much
he had for his week's supply, as the old saw,
say 3, * He cut his coat according o the cloth I”
Some benevolent fricnds, in Halifax, knowing
his dependant eircamstances, would give or
send him a present of money, or, other things.
Of this number, and one of 1the most constant
and liberal, was our beloved, but lately de-
parted brother, Ferguson, although at that
time not a Bapuist.

Another affliction which our Father Bur-
ton had to bear, was, his wife was entirely
blind and helpless, for many yeurs before she
died, and bad to be helped like a ehild. He

“bore “these burdens with great patience, and

resignation. I was well acquainted with him,
and ofien at his house ; but, not a murmuring
word did 1 over hear from his lips. Though
our brother labored and associated with the
lowly, he was, n his dress and general ap-
pearance, ncat ~nd respectable. In his inter-
course with men he was very polite ; and was
much respected by people of all classes and
denorinati~ns.

Brother Burion was a r’ temperate man.
He was a Nozarite. He would neither drink
wine nor strong drink, akhough the temper
ance cause had not- at that time come into
being. | attended a wedding in Halifax,
where our respected friend officiated.  After
fhe ceremony, cakes and wine were handed

his | #ound, 10 the guests. He took of the cake,

W'ﬁh the wine, The very smiling and

ool ,w;mu lady, whe brovght it,
Burton do iake a glass of wine.”
he objected, aud said, “ Miss please 10

Solomun says, ‘ Biteth like a serpent and
stingeth like an adder,” deserves to have for
a husband, a drupkard !

But our beloved father Burton, like all of
 his early associates, has gone to his resting
place. But God has raised up other Elishas
on whom the mantle of Elijah has fallen,
The first have entered into their labours ; and
they who sowed, and they who now reap,
will rejoice together,

I made one visit to Halifax a number of
years after | left these provinces, and had a
very pleasant and joyful season with another
class of men, whom God was then about to
bring into the Baptist fold. Father Burton
was then alive, and was, in his old age,
much better provided for than ever before.
God was then carrying -on a great work in
Halifax, and bringing to the cause of truth
such men as Esquire Johnston, Dr. Johnston,
Mr. Nutting, Mr. Ferguson, Mr Prior, and
othe:s of that class, who have done much to
promote pure religion and forward the Bap-
tist cause in thise provinces. God, I think,
brought these brethren amongst us just at the
right time, when we had need of them !

D. NUTTER.

For the Christian Visitor.
Prohibition and Anti-Prohibition.
No. 1I1.

Mr. Evitor,—The objection against a pro-
hibitory I'quor law, (C*M., Jan. 16, 1856, p.
21,) grounded on its ulleged diminution of
the revenue, comes with an ill grace from
Mr. Bent, after he has been advocating (p.
10) the admission of all kinds of alcoholic
drinks, * free of duty,” and their sale * with-
out reserve,” or any charge for license.

As he is unable to discern the fitness of
any of my illustration>, of course he cannot
see any similarity between the interests of a
family and those of a DProvince, though the
only objection to it which he suggests is, (p.
27) “the more extended relations” of the
latter. | have indeed an * extreme desire to
kill the hydra of drunkenness;™ but I do not
* sec through such a distorted medium’” as to
render me incapable of perceiving that there
are *“ other means of impoverishing and ruin-
ing families.” I ask him, however, to tell
me of any * other means,” wholly apart from
drunkenness, by which a tithe of the number
of families 1n these Provinces has been im-
poverished and ruined.

He admits (p.27.) that if drunkenness were as
prevalent as [ seem to think, * do sacrifice of
revenue, no privation of comfort,” in drinking
intoxicating liquors ! -** to the well disposed
few, no enactment on the part of Government
would be thought too great or too stringent to
effect a reform.” Here he concedes distinct-
ly in prmclple the propriety of coercion and
a prohlbnory ebactment, but denies that there
is in these two Provinces a sufficient amount
of intemperance to require it. | am aware
that they contain many sober and industrious
men ; but after all that has been effected by
lemperance organizations in many parts
drunkenness undeniably is still rampan.

According to his own statement, (p. 28) tho
duty on spirituous liquors “in New Bruns-
wick reaches £30,000 a year.” In Nova
Scotia-it is said to amount to £24,000, Add
to the great quantity of intoxicating drinks on
[ which the sum of £54,000 is annually paid
in duties; the vast supplies that are smuggled
in, and we have a fearful aggregate. It is,
moreover, a well known and lamentable fact,
that in some parts of Nova Scotia, drunken-
ness is now alarmiagly on the increase. If
we wait till the mass of the people become
insatiable drinkers of spirituous liquors, how
can we hope to obtain frog legislators, chosen
by them, an ecactment adapted “ 1o effect a
reform "

I presume my old friend will not assert,
that he labours more assiduously than 1 do
(p. 27) *“to extend education, to raise the

" | moral feeling, and to improve the religious
iw.”of the poopb. It is, however,
:M to all unprejudiced  minds, that

wbohvh“ oa Mmm-
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portion of this expeise results from the sale
and free use of intoxicating beverages, is
equally certain.  As an illus:ration 1 will re-
late one case that fell under my personal ob-
servation. An individual whose free use of
inebriating drinks had reduced him to pover-
ty, on onc occasion especiallv treated his
wife with savage barbarity. Soon after this
she gave birth to a son, who never could
either walk or speak, but constantly appeared
like one thoroughly intoxicated. At a sub-
sequent period, the same man assailed his
wife with such infuriated rage, that she was
rendered permanently insape. He was then
imprisoned for a length of time, and the wo-
man and child were for years supported by
the town. Here were a criminal, an insane
person, and an idiot, all supported at the pub-
lic expense, as the result of a solitary instance
of the sale and common use of intoxicating
liquor.

It1s well known that the horrid outrages
lately perpetrated on the Halifax and Wind-
sor Railroad—which it seems is to be con-
structed by means of the liquor traffic—in
which great numbers have been dreadfully
wounded and quite disabled, and for which
eleven culprits out of about a hundred are
6ow in jail, derived their origin from alcoholic
influence.

I have not the statistics of the Penitentiaries
of these Provinces; but an abstract of the Re-
port prepared by the lnspectors of the Pe-
nitentinry of the Cunadas for 1855, is before
me. They state that the number of persons
was 577; and, on investigation of these cases,
remark, that * intemperance is the way that
leads to ruin ;”” and mention first * the use cf
intoxicating liquors’ as one of the principal
causes that have brought so many persons into
the Penitemiary.” Rev. N. Cyr, Editor of
Semeur Canadien, (June 6, 1856G), says,
‘¢ this report, like the reports of all estab-
lishments of the same kind, states the fact,
that intemperance is the source of almost all
the crimes which are committed, and that the
traffic in intoxicating liquors is the great pro-
moter of iniquity.”

Compared with the expenses which the
public have to bear through the sale of spirits,
the payment of officers to carry a prohibitory
law into effect would be ¢s nothing. The
penalties recovered, &c., would be devoted
to this object.

Mr. Bent seems (o regard it (p 28, 29,) as
ruinous to the inhabitants of New Brunswick
“to raise £30,000 a year” by an increase
or extension of the tariff;, or in any other
way but by encouraging the free use of in-
toxicdting drinks. He estimates the popula-
tion at 200,000, and the number of families
at 32,000. According to this computation
the sum required would averago about 18s.
74d. to each family.
traffic in inebriating liquor, as I trust there
are not over 15,000 families in which it is
used as a beverage, it inust take, on an ave-
rage, £2 for revenne from each of these, and
probably not less than £8—together £10 —for
that on which the duty is levied, and which
is in reality worth much less than nothing.—
As a ratural consequence, in inany of these
families, undoubtedly poor children will cry
for bread, and namberless other sufferings
and calamities be endured. Moreover, to se-
cure these £30,000 probably at least £120,-
0U0 must be sent abroad, and not only lost
to the Frovince, but employed for the demo-
ralizing of the inhabihms?’\be increase of
taxes, and the filling of numberless hearts
with bitter anguish.

It seems that Mr. B. * sees through such a
distorted medium™ that he cannot distinguish
(p- 29,) between the money sent for neces-
sary and useful articles, such as ‘¢ tea, sugar,
molasses, and flour,” all of which, he affirms,
“ may be said to be absolutely lost when
consumed.” Let it be supposed then, for il-

ten pounds, the one for * flour’ and other
atticles of fuod, the other for rum and Srandy,
wholly for home consumption. While the
the ﬁrw.lpl his family are liviag ou the
food thus purchased, without any . strong
driok they earn tweoty pounds. How much
will the latter and his family earn while they
are living on ‘their ram and brandy without

|food> e ten pounds | ‘By the for-
mer will increase the : *l:!ﬁmly,
..wmhlﬂ»r ince, A elild cen

““’wﬁﬁh'ﬂ"”ﬂﬁ
nue . di implies, that” the more of
the l&h&mdnm Provia-
ces, the better’it is for their interests.  It'is
as directly opposed te the promotion ef iem-

If it be raised by the |

sane persons, is undeniable. That a great | perance by moral suasion as by prohlbmon ; any udmgn ?”  As the time they -hould have

for if all were persuaded to practice total ab- 'returned, dréw on, the women also began to
stinence, this branch of revenue would be as ,feel exceedingly uneasy, looking anxious!§
completely cut off, and the same ruinous con- | towards the spot from whence they were ex-

sequences must undeniably follow.

'pected. And the yoanger branches of the

It is notorious that, through the expense and fnmnly no doubt climbed the highest eminence
losses aceruing from the use of spirituous « «to catch the first glimpse of the company

liquors, many families are obliged 10 endure  coming.

At last, one of the family saw a

the privation of many articles really necessary | cloud of dust rising in the distance, and, be-
and useful on which duties would be paid. In | fore the company was n sight, a crv went

Ireland, when it was supposed the revenue
would be greatly diminished by the reduction
of the use of inebriating drinks, it is now said
to be materiallv increased. My * political
economy,” (p. 29,) accords with that of the
American Temperance Society, containing
many eminent men. At their annual meeting
in New York, May 7, 1833, they resolved,
*That the manuofacture and sale of ardent
spirits are a violation of political economy,
and impose an enormous burden on the in-
dustry and wealth of the country.”

Mr. B. may divert himself and his * col-
leagues” by his jest, (p. 29, 38,) about “‘great

to the verge of the grave through intoxicating
drinks, recently said to me, * when it is near
me | cannot refrain, but | would give all[ am
worth to have it banished from the Province.”
This is one of many similar cases that call
for commiseration and relief.

Mr. B. maintains (p. 30,) that it is not right
for men to attempt 1o remove ** temptation”

. from their ¢ fellow creatures,” since * God

has placed us in a state of probation, and it is
not for man to alter His decrees.” With
more consistency may people, on the same
ground, refuse, as some have done, to employ
any means to prevent the spread of contagious
and infectious diseasts ; for these may truly
be regarded as coming from the hand of God ;
but He neither makes intoxicating drinks, nor
sends them into any place. They are some
of the *“ many ioveations’ which men ¢ have
sought ought ;”” and men circulate them for
‘ filthy lucre.”

[n fine Mr. B. suggests, (p. 31,) that to
carry out my principles, * the gun-powdcr
traffic’’ ought 1o be prohibited, lest men should
“commit murder.” Some rare cases do in-
deed occur in which murder is committed
with gup-powder : but in these the use of
alcoholic drink 1s ordinarily the source whence
the crime proceeus. It could easily be ef-
fected by other means, if we had no powor.
[n these Provinces this article, which is indis-
pensable for various purposes, indubitably
does immensly more good than harm. Can
this be said of the common use of strong
drink ?

- The employment of such flimsy urguments
clearly convinces the absence of any substan-
tial proofs in defence of the cause which re-
quires the use of them.

lustration, that of two men, each seads abroad'| fo,

Yours in gospel bonds,

C. TuppEg.
Wixpsor, July 2, 1856.

Sabbath Sketches in London,

BY T. P. D.

After leaving the interesting school men-
tioned in in my last, I hurried to bhear the
Rev. Thomas Binney, a short sketch of whom
has been already given. At this time he was
delivering one of a course of lectures on the
history of Joseph. ** Let us,” says he, * look
at the men returning home. Oh, what feel-
ings must have been roused in their minds.

)

round to every tent *‘They are coming.’
Every one, both great and small, old and
young, came out and looked in the direction
fron whence they were expected, and as the
company came in signt, a cry of despair came
from all. ‘Ah, it eannot be them, the com-
pany is mich too large.” When they came
near enough to be discerned, their joy was
again renewed for they were indeed those
whom they expected. They arrived, and
without waiting for the weual salutations, hur-
ried 1o the old patriarch and in a bungling
manner (for their conseiences smote them)
told the startling intelligence, ‘Joseph is still

babies” and ‘“dry nurses;” but the subject |alive, a governor inthe land of Egypt.’ He
appears to me too serious for jesting. A |would not believe them, but there stood Ben-
wealthy man,whe has been repeatedly brought |jamin, to corroborate their statement, with the

waggons, silver, &c. * It is enough’ then said
he. Now began great bustle and excitement
in this patriurchal village,all preparing to de-
part, no more te return. A greatdeal of ex-
citement also took place among the younger
branches of the family. Previous to this,
Joseph was all a mystery to thm. They had

heard something of a mysterious and tragic
termination of his life, and when they en-

quired into the matter, the fathers, with a
scowl, told them to hold their peace and nat
to speak aboutit. From that time when his
name was mentioned it was in an under tone
amongst themselves. To them there seemed
to be something dark about it they did not
understand, and now they were going to see
this very relative whom they had been led ‘o
believe had been dead. Just before their
departure, I can faney the old man beginning
to doubt ; this spot was dearto him, here he
was brought up, here it was that his fathers
were busied, and here the enmity which
existed between him and his brother was bu-
ried also. God spcke to him in a vision of the
night and removed these doubts. We do not
expect such manifestations now, but when we
are in doubt about dwy, if we go in prayer,
and look for the guidance of God we shall
have it. They are on their way. Now and
again, we see the sons come (o the old man,
poiuting out to him the various objects of in-
terest in the journey, the dark place in their
heart had been swept off. Oh, young men,
how many of you have dark caverns in your
hearts, which you visit alone, anl which
cause ysu dark hours-and days of sorrow,—
dark places which you can’t allow even the
wife of your bosown to visit. Dear young men,
attend to what we read in the blessed book,
¢ wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way ? by taking heed thereto according to
thy word.” By doimng this what trouble you
would save yourselves, and how many a mo-
ther’s heart, instead of sorrowing would re-

|joice over their offspring.

[ received a day ortwo ago a sorrowful letter
from a mother, an old acquaintance, from
whom I had not heard for about thirty years.

{1 supplied her busband’s pulpit the Sabbath

after they were married. The future then
appeared to her iaviting. I bad vever re-
«ceived any communication from them since,
till this letter,when | find that she has been left
a widow some time, and has passed through

What conﬂnctmg emotions were awaked in many trying scenes ; but the one which had

their bosoms during their coaversation. How

pressed heavier upon her soul than any which

animated they became as they spoke of their | : she had hitherto endured was the main contents
brother’s present greatness ; how)oyfnl were ‘ofthe letter sent me, v.2 : that her son was

they at the meeting ; how saddened as they |;

brought to mind thejr last parting, how con-
demned they felt at the part they had taken
in the disposal of their brother, and then
again, how they rejoiced at the full and free
rgiveness he had now manifested towards
them  They arrived at the spot where
the cup was found in Benjamia’s sack, but
with what different feelings. Then every
mao pulled down his sack from the mule’s
back to be examined, and what consternation
there was a them when the cup was
found it Benjamin's sack. Now they looked
at the spot, and we know the power of asse-
ciation. Thnhqmduap here for the
imagination, which is a wonderful handmaid
to memory. It giveslife to dry facts. But
let us for a moment contemplate the old pa-

triarch. Long before the time his sons eould |

be expected home, the old h’! 2
ve-y aoxious.  See U.F ~
min's camp and asking his wife,

in jail and wished me 10 visit him. How
many bttter tears are wept by parents over a
prodigal son in London. Young mea think
of this.

But our company has arrived in Egypt,
and now comes the affecting -nthbc-
tween the old wan and his son, “ Joseph
made ready his chariot, and went vp to meet
lsrael his father, to Gosben, and presented
himself unto him ; and he fell on bis neck and
wept on his neck a good while.” Israel’s heart
rejoiced and said, “Now let me die sincel have
scen thy face, begause thou mm"

k -J l'vllllu"h:l ' w'*'
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who had vis adherence
m«'&.’&i’fum 1o the position

1

time they should be returning, have you heard |

of a Governor of the land of Egypt, and be-



