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S’:e Gal. IIL 15, 17, ugh its symbol has
been annulled. Now since individual rights once

granted are not taken away but by authority equal
to that which bestowed them, the rights of infants
of believers to membership must have been taken
away by such divine enactment or they exist still,

but they have not been taken awaygb
enactment infants are, therefore, still o%
bership of the visible church, and are eith

admitted by baptism or without it. And #s wi
do not sug that the Visier will have the

admitted without it then by it.

The Visidor can tell us against w pu‘ﬁculnr,
point in this thesis he objects, wher” we will en-
deavour to make good our position against such
a.rgument as he may produce.

At
y ~T 1Y
TH CHRISTIAN VISITOR.
SAINT JOHN, N. B MARCH 4, 1857
The Commxssmn Fulﬁlled
The Promise.

In our examination of the nature of the Bap-
tismal law, and the exposition of it, by the inspired
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, there is not to be
found the most distant reference to the baptism
of infants, no precept, no example, no intimation of
any sort, making the most distant allusion to the
subject. The Presbyterian wants to find infant
baptism, either in the commission, or in its expo-
sition, or both, and he has laboured hard to do it,
but he has not been able to produce the first sen- |
tence, “which, upon examination, will yield him
the slightest support. We challenge enquiry,

' many places of the New Testament. Seeamong

nuerance, “as many as the Lord our God
call.™ werd children in the promise
imlica

th« promise under conmdenﬂbn, as uugh:E
postérity. In the Brd of Acts, M
grown to man and womtnho:d s;:e u:i béd
of the prophets. e J
ﬁ'nthtl;?dlﬂ the children oﬂm
A on this account, c¥er thinks of them

& nation of ;Mnnﬂ. "

‘But lest on} Pwdo baptist readers ghould re-
gird our expduon of this p.omise as exparie, or
one sided, we give below the views of several of
their own commentators:

Albert Barnes thus expounds “ T your child-
ren.” 1InJoel, to their sons and daughters, who
should nevertheless, be old enough to prophesy.
Similar promises occur in Isa. 64 and 21, “Iwill
pour my spirit on thy seed; and my blessing on
thy offspring.” And also Isa. 59 21: in this and
sinilar places their descendanis or posterily are
denoted. It does not refer to children as ckildren,
and should not be adduced to establish the pro-
priety of infant baptism, or as applicable particu-
larly to infants. See note on Acts 2d and 39th.

Dr. Whithy : “These words will not prove a
right of infants to receive baptism. The promise
here being that only of the Holy Ghost, mention-
el verse 16, 18.” Annot. on ‘heyplace.

Limborch: “By Tekna, the Apostle under-
stands not infants, but children or posterity, in
which signification the word Tekna occurs in

others, John 8,39. And here Peter also com-
prehends in that expression®their unborn posteri-

examine all that he has written from the begin-
ning, and see if there is to be found even one
inspired utterance bearing in any way upon the |
subject.

In what appears in a preceding column trom,
his pen, he acknowledges that *the narrative of |
what was done on the day of Pentecost does not | f
mention ‘infants, but neither” says he, “ does it
mention women. If infants were not baptized |
because not mentioned,then wete not women, bap-
tized.” Strange logic this. When our friend is |
pushed for evidence in support of his assumption, |
he makes an assault upon the privileges of thc'
good sisters. If'we wont allow the infants to bc
baptized, then he won’t allow the sisters to have
a place at the Lord’s table, and if we won’f admit |
that infants were baptized on the day of Pente-
cost, then he won’t admit that women were bap- |
tized on that.auspicious day. Now we must en- | :
ter a solemn protest against this mode of dealmg
with the questionat issue. It is fallacious to the |
very core.

Here is the plain fact. The law of baptmn |
imposes certain conditions upon its subjects, such |
&S INSTRUCTION, REPENTANCE, FAITH. All whe-
ther male or_female, old or young, who fulfil these
conditions have a legitimate right to the ordi-
nance,and no others. In perfect accordance with
this law on the day of Pentecost, such as “eLAp-
LY RECEIVED THE WORD WERE BAPTIZED.” If
no females.gladly received the word, then no fe- |
males were baptized; if they did, they were.
Unconscious infints did not, and could not,
¢ gladly receive the word,” therefore infants were
not baptized. If our friend says they were, we
demand the proof. This he acknowledges hc |
cannot give, for he says, “it is probable there |
were no infants in the “ one place” at first; and |
it is possiple that no infants were baptized on that |
day. ou for this admission friend, but
we you that the inspired narrative
probabilities, or pessibilities, so far as
is concerned; because it is posi-
tively asserted that the baptized of that day
“continued steadfastly in the Apostle’s doctrine
and fellowship,and in breaking of bread and in
prayer.” INranTs could not do this, and there-
fore INFANTS were not baptized. Let us then
have no more suppositions about a case that an
Apostle has decided.

Instead of replying to the stubborn facts given
in our last article, the Presbylerian in his own
peculiar style, calls in the aid of his 1magination
to conjure up what the Visilor may say in the
future, and replies to that. Pleasc deal with what
we say, and not with what we may say.—
We have abundant evidence that though
your imagination may be good, it is not quite
infallible, and therefore we may not say the

things which you suppose we may.

But our friend thinks he finds infant baptism in
the promise contained in Peter'’s text, “I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh,” “ which sure-
ly,” he says, “means all kinds of human beings,
and therefore includes infants,” then “it will follow |
that miants are to be baptized.,” Is this true?
Then all kind of human beings must be baptized,
Atheists, Infidels, Pagans, Mahommedans, idiots,
blasphemers, drunkards, and all, hecanse these arg
comprehended in “all flesh.” Will the Presby-
seMlan act upon his own definition, and baptize
“all flesh?” If not, his argument “ proves too
much, and therefore proves nothing.”

As this prowise is one of the chief pillars of
Peede-baptism, we will give it all due considera-
tion. Here itis. “ Andit shall come to pass'in
the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my
spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy,and your young men
-shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams; and on my servants and on ,my hand-
nudcnliwill pnnrout in those days my spirit,
and they shall prophesy.” Now is. there an utte-
rance here having reference to the baptism of ba-
bies? Not one. ‘The passage is just as silent
on that subject as the commission | itself. Peten

understanding hi to enforce the
hearers of the contained in lis text.

| ig very commonly taken from this passage for

ty : whence it apears that the argument, which

' the baptism of infants, is of NO FORCE, and
GOOD for NOTHING ; because it entirely de-
parts from the design of Peter.” Commeat in
lee.

No, friend, your fondly cherished system is
not in the commission, not in the erposition of it
by Peter, not in the administration of the ordin-
ance on the day of Pentecost, and not in the pro-
mise which Peter took for his text, syour own
Pe@do-baptist expositors bearing us witness. 1f
you find it, therefore, in God’s Bible you must
turn for it to some other page.

There are several other pointsin the Presby-
{erian of Saturday, demanding notice, but as we
have limited this debate to one column per week,
we must postpone the consideration of them un-
" til our next issue

We congratulate our Brother on the manifest
* improvement in the spirit of his last article com-
pared with its predecessors, and it will afford us
much pleasure to reciprocate it. How desirable
that we should let our readers see, that while we
may differ on questions of theology, that in the
spirit and love of Christ we are onc.

Home Missions.

The letter from Rev. T. Todd which appears on
our nrst page contains cheering intelligence in
referenc® to the manifestations of the missionary
spirit in the weeting to which he refers. We re-
joice to see these auxiliaries rising up to give
strength and vigor to the parent Sociery. The
(iermain St., Sabbath School has recently formed
o Juvenile Missionary Auxiliary. A thorough
imissionary combination of our ministers and
churches,without exception is one ot the absolute
necessities of the denomination. To accom-
plish this, every church rich or poor, large or
»mall should constitute an auxiliary branch of the
purent stock ; and such churches as are too feeble
ocontribute to the funds largely, should receive
aid to the full amount of their contributions and
perhapsfbeyond that. Infant churches in this way
would be sought out and fostered by the denomi-
nation that has given them birth.

But all this cannot be done without a compe-
tent agent ; one whose whole soul shall be in the
cause, and who shall keep his eye upon the whole
lield, prosecuting with untiring energy the work
vommitted to his care.

Such an one we know would have to sucrifice
1o some éktent the comforts of home, and submit
to a good many hardships and privations; but
then, as an offset to this.he would have the privi-
lege of preaching the Gospel in the course of the
year to fifty times as many people as he would
preach to if he presided only gver one church,and
in this way be sowingseed, as it were broad cast
over the whole land, which with the divine bles-
sing would take root im many hearts. One
who thirsts to do good upon a broad scale, and
who possesses the necessary qualifications, may
lind in this agency a sphere of usefulness of im-
mense magnitude. The Board are anxiously
looking for the right man, who shall say in the
name of his Master, “ here am I send me.”

Spiritualism.

We comwence on our first page this week a se-
ries of articles on this subject, from the pen of ar
esteemed Brother, and written in a style which
canoot fail 1o deeply interest our reallers. This
systew of Spiritaalism is one of the seven won-
ders of this wonder loving age, snd has takkn
deep root in the prolific soil of owr neighboriog
R:public. Hundreds of thousands are swept
away by its delusive dreams, and aitach infinitely
more importance to it than they doto the inspired
revelatiow of God. It our readers make themselves
scquainted with the oparations of these mystic |C
enchantments, they will be better prepared to
guard themselves aguinst their insiduons and be-
witching influ ‘pees.

- Prohibition.
We have thml‘atdﬁﬁut,oetﬁmthe
pen of the Rev. C. Tupper, in reply to John Bent
qu..thﬁutafﬁm num Jus-

o
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thap fifty of whom have becn added to the Ambh. ret
Church, of which he 1s pugtor. These showers
of mercy are the life of our churches, and the
hope of our country. God grant that they may
be muitiplied an hundred ioid.

A correspoadent wriling from Moncton says:—
“Since Brother Emerson same to this pluce we
have had some good meetings; twenty-hve have
been added to the church by Baptism, and some
by letter from other churches.

Rev. James Stubbard, of Pleasant Valley, Yar-
mouth, m a letter to the Messenger eays:—* On
the 10th ult, I baptized nine, and on the 11th
five. and others arc received for baptigm to-day.”

The Ezaminer under the head of ** Revival
Statistics,” safs :—

We are enabied to add to our summary week
before la :t, considerably over two thousand hope-
ful conversions in connection with the Baptist
churches, The other denominations afford us,
in addition to retrospective and indefinite e siate-
ments, to a lurge exient, over 1,250 reported
cases of conversion,

Rev. A. R. R. Crawley writes an interesting
letter to the Christian .Messenger, in which he
says:—“We have been ko happy as tc welcome
another disciple into onr little church. She 18
the ninth person who has been couverted since

our arrival here.

Tae WEATHER.—A drifting snow storm com-

all directions so much so, that the Tuesday’s
mails were all far behind time.

Baptists in France.

We extract the following from the corres-
pondent of the London Freeman. ltis pleas-
ing to see that evangelical sentiments are
gaining ground in a country which has been
80 long crushed with Romanism and Infideli-
ty combined.

Morlaix, Jan. 25th.

About eight years ago a number of church-
es separated themselves irom the Established
Reformed church of France, and formed them-
selves into a united body under the name of
Union of the Evangelical Churches of France.
The reason of their separation was the want
in the Established Churchof evangelical faith,
order, and discipline. They are formed on
the principles of Congregatioal churches, and
number about twenty-four. It is within these
churches principally that the moyement re-
specting baptism is going forward. The
greatest part of the pastors are quite clear on
the subject, others are inquiring, while very
few remain decided Pmdobap ists. In some
of the churches the people have entirely
ceased to ask the ordinance for their children
The quiet progress in these churches of be-
liever’s baptism views induced Mr. Henriquet
to publish his pamplet in favour of infant bap-
tism, in order to stop their turther advance.
This step obliged Mr. Pozzy, formerly a pas.
tor of the Established Church, to come for-
ward in defence of New Testament views on
baptism. | have read this book with much
iuterest and satisfaction ; it is excellent, and
will undoubtedly accomplish extensive good:
in diffusing right views on this ordinance of
the church of Christ. Moreover, Mr. Henri-
quet met with a singu'ar opposition directed
against him on the part of the National Church
on the ground, I understand, that paeedobaptism
is inconsistent with the principle of individu-
al profession of faith as a necessary qualifi-
cation for church membership.

A notice ofthe book of Mr. Pozzy appeared
in the Archives du Christianism: (organ of
the Union of Evangerlical Churches) for Dec.
13, 1856, by M. Robieau, a esteemed pastor
of the Established Reformed Church, but who
evidently is convinced of the error of peedo-
baptism. As this notice is good and com-
plete, and truly remarkable as coming from
the pen of a Predobaptist minister by his pre-
sent position, but who, with noble freedom
and sincerity, makes known the truth on bap
tisin, it is with much pleasure I translate the
whole of it for insertion in The Freeman, in
the expectation that it will be read with in-
terest and benefit, and admired on account
of its argument, and the Christian spirit it
breathes. Here follows a faithful translation
of it. ). J.
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Bible Meeting.
[From our Fredericton Correspondent.)]
O Thursday evening I attended the meet-
ing of the Fredericton . uxiliary to the Bri-
tish and Foreign Bible Societv. The Tem.
perauce Hall was crowded on the oceasion.
The Hon. Mrs Muaoners Sutton and two of
her daughters were present, accompenied by
Col. Hayue, aud the Private SeereMQ ﬂu
Honor Judge Wilmot presided ~ Dr.
ned the. Meeting by reading t*

OK:ptcr of lsaiah. Judge Wlh!ot tban in-
terested the meeting with a short and verv
appropriate speech, after which Mr. Spurdn
read the Aonua! Report. As the same iy 10

interesting statistics which it comains.
This Society has been io operation 86|

“advantage from not being conducted to aseat.

menced on Monday dfternoon, and continued for-
124 hours. The roads are thoroughly bloeked in

P of one of the crew named McCarthy, having been

four or five places. The wounded man was taken

be publubed it is upnecvssary to nofice many |

from the error of their way-—and have con-
fessed their sins with broken hearts and re-
turned to their first love, and are doing their
first worke, and there is d pruspect of a gene-
rul ingathering of souls 1o Christ.

I havs travelled 330 miles since 1st Sep-
teraber, lubored more thar two months, held
seventy-three meetings, baptized ten, circu-
lated about four thousund pages of religious
reading, nod collected for the funds about £12,
und will I have no doubt, collect two-thirds
of three months Mission here, which will be
up the 16th of March.

Yours, in the best of bonds,
James BLEAKNEY.

Keswick, Feb, 11th 1857.

Dear Sir,—I feel it a doty as well as a
plensure 1o lnud the inhabitnots of Mactnaquac
nnd the surrounding seitlements for the Chris-
tian hospitality exhibned to strungers and
people generally who came u long distance 10
attend the Quarterly Meeting recently held
there, and likewise for their untiring efforts
10 furnish seats to those who were not owners
of the pews. This is as it should be, for
sometimes strangers labour under some dis-

‘The Conference held on Saturday in con-
nection with the other services of the meetiug
to which [ allude wasone of the deepest in-
terest that | ever attended. | was foreibly
remindéd of the Scripture, which says, ¢ Ye
are my witnesses’’ &c., for all who took part
in the services testified to the fact, that Jesus
Christ is the sinner’s friend. Mav God bless
the Ministeral labours put forth on that oc-
cadion to the salvation of souls is the desire of

~ Yours in hope,
Leonarp W, YErxa.

DOMESTIC.

Fire 1y Carreron.—On Monday evening
about 9 o’clock, a fire broke out in Carleton, from
filling a fluid lamp, in a liquor store belonging to
Cornelius Sullivan, and before the flames could
be extinguished no less than four.liquor and
grocery stores were destroyed. These belonged
to, or were occupied by the following persons,
viz.: Cornelius Sullivan, Sullivan, Mrs.
White, widow, and Andrew Namee.

At half-past 4, a. M., a second fire took place
in Carleton, and consumed another liquor and
grocery store. This latter was situated on
Union-street.

"RaiL Roap Iron.—The “Queen Esther” and
the “ Herald” arrived from New York on Friday
last having between them 2183 bars of iron for
the Railway.

The “ Catherine Brown,” and schoonor “Frank-
lin,” have also arrived with Railway chairs. This

is favourable to progress.
.

TrE OBSERVER.—We regret to see that the
declining health of the Proprietor of this old and
valuable Journal has rendered 1t necessary for
him to retire from its management. IHe has ac-
cordingly sold out his whole printing establish-
ment, paper and all, to Mr. Edward Willis, who

is making arrangements to issue a weekly paper |-

on the Western side of the harbour called the
Western Recorder, and Carleton Advertiser and
Home Journal.

Mr. Cameron having thus disconnected him-
self with the public press of the City retires into
private life, bearing with him the respect and
good will of his brethren of the press generally,
and with many wishes for the restoration of his
wonted health.

On Wedncsday afternoon, as two boys named
Thompson were grappling near the Fish Market
steps, they brought up a bag, in the bag a box,
and in the box the body of a dead child. From
the apdearance of the body, it must have beena
considerable time in the water.—Freeman,

* MurpEroUs Assavrt,— The brig “ Aaron
Edton,” which sailed hence on Thursday for Car-
denas, put back the same evening,in consequence

dangerously wounded with a knife by a shipmate
named Henry Truscott. McCarthy is said to have
been called into the forecastle by the accused,
and treated to a glass of grog, when the latter,
without provocation, struck McCarthy with his
fist, and afterwards stabbed him witk a knife in

to the Marige H;S'N esterday, siander and false rej would not’
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some men individually, and 1Inputod motives,
not by any means complimentary to them,
and lauded others. He said that nineteen-twen-
tieths of all that had been said, by both par-
ties had been irrelavent to the question, de-
plored the horrid consequences of departmen-
tal government, and submitted a system of
his own as a remedy to existing evils. He
stated that the heads of the different depart-
ments, ought not under any circumstances to
hold a seat in the house, and after he got

Executive Council or any body to supply
that important place In many other particu-
lars his system was faulty, and upon the whole
it mus' have been concluded, that the system
never did, and never will exist in any other
glace except in the imagination of the
peaker. He charged the House with a want
of patriotism and many other charges which
were by many, considered unwarrantable
reflections. Mr. Fisher defended the insti-
tutions of the country, the integrity and
patriotism of the members and thought they
were all quite as anxious to kenefit their
country as the Speaker, and he for one, and
other Hon..members—he believed were not
disposed to sit and be lectured as school
by the Speaker. Johnsen, Smith and Mitchell
followed in the same strain. Messrs Mont.
gomery and Barberie were rather inclined to
justify the Speaker. Mr. Wilmot did not
justify the Speaker in all that he said, as
some things were very severe, but as other
members had been to a considerable extent
iudulged in this way, he thought it better not
to discuss the question any further.

As the amendment to the Address was lost
by a majority of one, no further opposition
was offered, so the address was passed and
on motion of Mr. d a Committee was ap-
pointed to wait on His Exccllency to know
when he would rcceive the House with the
Address.

After the House waited upon His Excel-
lency with the address, there was quite a
discussion on a motion made by the Provin-
cial Secretary to adjourn until Thursday at
10 o'clock. The reasons he gave for the
motion, were that, to-morrow would be Ash
Wednesday, and was observed by the Church
to which he belonged as a day of fasting and "
prayer, after some discussion, as to the pro-
priety of the motion the house divided, and
the motion was &arried, and by reference to
the Journals the peo le ca.n see who were

and who were notin granting a holi.
day to the members of the ure, at an
expense, of not less than £ l ludmg ull

the officers and subordim m-
bly F-nenlly -adjournes over Good Fndny,
but I believe has not, but once before adjour-
ned over Ash Wednesday. There may have
been two or three who would have some
scruples in attending to busines:, but they
could have easily been spared to attend to
their religious duties, and the business of the
country, could have gone on without them,
but it is quite clear that a majority of those
who sustained the motion wanted a day of
recreation at the expense of the Province.

Tucrspay, Feb. 26.
The House, this moming, resumed the -
prosecutien of the usual routine business,—
afier a day'srest. The parboiled state of |in
fetling, consequent upon the Iute excitng
discussion, and the unwarrantable course
taken by His Hénour the'Speaker, in giving
his late important decision, has huppily much
subsided or rather, is being restrained within
proper bounds.

Mr. MeNaughton, however, exhibited some
degree of wurmth, while -‘he arose to bring
under the notice of tkeHouse what he properly
denominnted ,— Nothing at all. He said be
werely wished to call the attentign of the.
House 10 a vile slander, published .n the
Head Quarters newspaper by William Eod
he Editor ;—he trusted the public would not
be misled by any such falsehood.

Hoo. Mr. Smith, Hon. Mr Johnston and {4
others stated that coming as such statements
did from a man of such general celebrity,
they should not receive thej lenst notice, as
they can only thereby, receive any importance.
Mr. Gillmor, would merely remark that n |
statement had recently appeared in this paper,
in allusion to one of | nombon who ep-
d the repeal of the Prohibn an. bav-
ing at the last session violated his ’
pledge. He had not before ¢
all necessary 1o contradiet publicly such a |
statement, because be felt satisfied that sueh

through with his plan it was deficient of an |

m-"'| mittee it cannot be

gnsidered it at | that

member. The legal points were argued
fully by the lawers in the House, and on the
question being taken it was decided that the
rtpoﬂ of Committee in July was final.

Frivay, Feb. 57.

- The House opened at 10 o'clock i the
usunl manner. - Several Petitions were pre.
sented, und the following Bills were introduc.
ed, and read a first ime,

A Bill 10:amend an Aet, relating 10 sick
and disabled seamen.

“A'Bill 16 éontinve fhe several Acts, relat-
ing to the Meduxnekick Bridge.

A Bill 1o eswmblish o Rond’ from Moor’s
Mills, in the Parish of St- James, through the
Bailey setiiement, a ::a: the Great Roads,

A Bill 1o suthoriz L division of the Pa-
ish of Sheffield.

A Bill to umend Chav. 118, Title xxx, of
Revised Smum--“of Letters Patent ﬁ)r use.
ful inventions.”

A Bill 10 establish the roud leading from
Great Road in Salisbury, to'the eormer near
8. R. Robinsow’s, in Albert, as a Great Road,

A Bill to provide for the Incorporation of
the Synud, of the Prnbytoriln Chnrch of New
Brunswick.

7 A Bill relating to the pubho Burying
Ground, in the Parish of Saint Stephen.

Any member wishing 16 introduce a Bill,
rises 1n his place, addresses the Speaker, apd
moves for lenve to introduce his bill, stating
the nature, of which he hauds to the Speaker
in writing, The Speaker then puts the mo-
tion, nnd if sustamned, the member says, pur.
suant to leave granied, | hive preposed a
Bill, which 1 move be received and read a
first time. The Speaker then reads the title -
of 'the Bill, nnd hands it to the Clerk; and he
reads it. The Bill is then said 1o have been
read a first time. The next umnn‘. imme-
diately afier the journals have been read,
the Speaker reads the titles of the nvenl
bills that were introduced the previous day—
and this constitutes the second reading. The
Bills are ihen ready to come before the House
for discussion, . A Chairman is usually nam-
ed by the Speaker, who takes the Chair and
the merits of the Bil, are then discussed,
the Committee may pass the Bill on report
that they have made progress in the same,
or reject it, whatever course the' Committee
adopts is uponod 1o the Speaker; if they
report pvo ress it is taken up again and dis-
cnued if passed the iitle is again read by

Specker and repeated by the Clerk. The
B!ll may be discussed in the third readiog,
with the Speaker in the olmr. ‘but this does
not usually huppan. Ifa ldt w Com-
oﬂmdlléla ring
the session—afier passing the réading,
the person who introduced it, is directed 10
tuke the same 1o the Legislalive Couneil, and
desire their concurrence to the same; the
Bill unde a similar m 10 vht nt
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