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Evening Parties. 
[eonTinNNED. ] : 

"It bias sometimes been objected that the 
church while seénsitive on the subject of dang- 

ing tolerates evils of a greater magniwde. 
That, after all, some very good people 

look upon dancing as an unobjectionable 
amuse ment, 

thus some countenance is given to the prac- 
tice. ‘ 
“That the Rios usually substituted for danc- 

ing are decidedly worse in their tendency 
than dancing uiself. ~~ 

In noticing the first of these objections wo 
may remark that there are unquestionably 
greater sins committed by church members| 
than dancing. Lying, swearing, cheating, 
swindling are worse than dancing ; bu! there 
may be found sins worse than these ; should 
swindlers therefore be tolerated in the church 
because there may be yer greater sinters, un- 
dea't wih? Evary one would reply *¢ cer- 
tainly not ;” every ascertained evil is to be 
Judged 4 its awa merits and faithfully dealt 
with, If the time should ever come that one 
class of transgressors in the church should en- 
ter into compact with another class of trans. 
ressors, by which every one by a mutual un- 
standing shall wink at the sins of his ueigh- 

bour that his own ‘may be spared, the church. 
will lose entirely the distinctive character 
which Senarates it from the world and with 
the world will soon sink into a mass of cor- 
raption. Core, however, must be take lest | 
we'charge the church unjustly with tolerat- 
ing evils which, simply, they candot deal 
with for want of sufficient evidence. 

"To the second "objection that some very. 
good people see no harm in dancing, it may 

+ Bom. xii. 1,2. T'beseesh joi breifiren by 
oly, acceptable 10 G 

service. And be 
this world, but be ye trans- 

CE he : passages are sugges cd for con. The following pussages are siggos:cd for aon 
of God 

which is your 
not conformed 

14 be ; v the 

po? oe 1 7 Know ye not that ‘the friend- 
ship of the world is comity with God > who- 
pe ds be a friend of ie wou ld 
is the ene EL hr a 
COE Pid. v6. She that liveth in pleasure 1s 
dead’ whilé she liveth, * "7 on "1 Cor. vi. 19, 20, ‘What!’ know ve uot 
that your body 1s the ‘tem le “of ‘the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye ids 
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and ye are not your own > For ye are boug| 
ins erefore lorty God in your 

2.Cor. vi. 16, 18. Ye dre the temple of the 
living God 5 a8 God hath said | will dwell in 
them and walk it them ; and 1 will be their] 

fragt Arch B, 

ie that in | uestions of cliristian mors, | 
als we have a'safer guide than the opinions 

*| Dr. Johnson was mortified, but Mr. 

people.“ Where- | 

timbrels and with dances.” 

pursuers A most signal miracle had been 
performed and they had an assurance that 
they should see the faces of their enemies no 
mote. Could ang one from such triumphant 

for the practice 
promiscuous gathering the Tenor of 
God and the well-being of his redeemed fa- 
mily are in thé remotes degree from their 
thoughts? No answer is needed. Those 
who urge the plea betray their insincerity and 
kvow that they cre practising hypocrisy, 

ally substituted are worse than dancing itself,” 
demands a full consideration ; because of its 
practical importance to ourselves. | confess 
that to my own mind there is €onsiderable 
fures in this objection. 

It appears to me that there are two objec- 
| tions to ordinary parties—the time devoted to 
Ahem and the manner of eondueting them. 

First, as to the amount of time, devoted to 
these parties. It is perfectly unreasonable to 
suppose, that so long a period as from seven 
in the evening till two or three in the morn- 

ing, could be wisely and profitably spent, ex- 
- cept undér very peculiar @yrcumstanccs. The 
parties a + are alinost from necessity, 
driven to some frivolous expedients in order 
—not to employ~but, to murder the time.— 
‘Mri; Wesley, methodical in all things, had a 
rule never to spend more than two hours in 

© visiting any company, believing, that eyood 
that period, th: time eould net be profitably 

“employed. < The great Dr. Samuel Johnson, 
was anxious to have Mr, Wesley's company 
o dinner, ‘which was effected through Mr. 
Wesley's'sister. Diaoer did not happen to 
be punctually served up, so that at no great 
while after it ‘was cleared away, the two 
hours had expired. Dr. Johnson tried earnest- 

‘man to swerve from his rule. His plans| 
‘were unalterable, his determination fixed.— 

Wesley 
‘rigidly maintained his ‘rule, 

Perbaps this rule was too rigid, and conld 
+ hot by every one be carried out, yet it is far 
IER ctor ’ 

'] spn 
. Dre 

The , Monthly: Meeting of the *Brassell’s 
ety 

was held on Tuesday evening, February 8rd | 
“inst, on which occasion the regular routine 
of business was : from which we 

Meeting opened in due form by the Presi. 
dent. The minutes of the preceding meet- 
ing were ne gr The Board of 
report that they have secured-the services of re thea, and be yo! CE Ie. > 7% 

clean thing 5 and | will receive you, and will. “Rev. J; Ring's report for the month of Janu- 
be a Father wuté you, aud ye shall ‘bo my ary was very interesting, stating that he had proves A 8 oof ih hy Lord ALY preached thirteen sermons, visited: thirty VY “Whoktbeat Hin. cs ric) Hoven families, and atiended. other meetings: Luke xiv. 2. liokive, Toi not bear| The meetings atthe Marsh : bridge are be- Sin anes did ots after. me cannot be my | coming more and more’ interesting. The 
Col. iii. V7. Whatsoever ye do in word or] i Superintendent sonst, Ary ows vg i the: same ¢ ithe by or] five scholars, and is in a very prosperous 

es 
of which business, 

inds of many holy and devout 
nt and modern times, who have 

at. Jesus would-be. with 
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i ; Exodus 15. 20. 
The Israelites had just been miraculously con- 
ducted Wun oe Sea con dry land, and | 
the same sea had become the tomb of their 

“talents be occ 

expressions of religion joy, draw any warrant’ 
ng, as seen in our 

Such is the spirit of enterprise in worldly 
matters, and is not the salvation of souls from 
everlasting burning of more importance than 
the success of worldly undertakings? Cer- 
tainly it is! Why then should not all his 

ied for God, and for the eters 
nal salvation of our own race > Can any be 
at a loss with rd to the course of p 
when twenty millions of human beings 
every year ente te 
of the second death. To portray in their 
true light the trials and viesitudes of a mis- 

35 

5 
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sionary life, would require more than mortal 
pen—wielded by more than mortal strength 
~and dictated by more than mortal wisdom ; 

lit makes our very heart go with re- 
The fourth objection, thit “the games usu- | doubled energy, to thigk of the agony of 

mind experienced by the missionary as he 
returns day after day from his apparently un- 
fruitful endeavors to destroy the strongholds 
of rstition and ignorance, and build upon 
its ruins the Church of the living God. But 
by indulging in thoughts of this kind we would 
make it appear that there are no bright spots 
in the missionary life, but this is not the case, 
when he sees his preaching blessed to the 
conversion of many souls, he experiences the 
greatest enjoyment. A work so oy in 
its character is not-to be ‘left for our 
dants to perform. How many are the tales | 
of woe and despair that have been wafied b 
the ‘winds of Heaven, from heathen India {6° 
civilized America, and by whom has the his: 
tory of ther darkness been unfolded—has it 
not been such men as Carey, Williams, 
Judson, and Burpee. What are the emotions 
that fill our hearts as we mention ithe names | 
of a Judson and a Burpee. Judson having 
pent a life of usefulness in India, and feeli 

the thread of life ‘was almost snapped, 
again ay his native soil. He therefore. 
left India for America, with full expectations 
of reaching the hoped for haven,-but 
expectations ‘were never realized, havin, 

suddenly ill he died on the p 

~~ Burpee with his 
ploidy manners his toned piety, mad 
iim the friend of all whose wd vo (es it 
was to come within range of his acquaintance, 

. 

ted into action the powers of usefulness which 
he promised in such an eminent degree we 
all know that it was the love of God. 

~~. “Shall we whose souls are ted, 
With wisdom from on br 
Shall we, to man benighted, 
The lamp of Life deny; 
eae oh mom 

e ‘sound aim, 
Till cach ait nation” 
Has learned Mesiah’s name.” 

Several other addresses were also deliver- 
ed. A member of the Society will deliver 
an address on the mext night of meeting, 
which will be March 3d. 

% 

The German Mission. 
Acadia College, Jan. 31st; 1857. 

Dear, BrorHER,—A tew days agol 
ed a communication from the Rov. 

receiv- 
J. G. 

Oncken, inclosing an Appeal to the Baptist 
fCharches in Canada, in behalf of the Ger- 
man Mission. The leiter was sent to Mon- 

be still my residence. I send you a copy, 
that the wants of the German Mission may 
be made known to our Churches. The do- 
cuments mentioned in the letter were unfor- 
tunately omitted. I may state that the Mis- 

and forty-one out-stations, free « S———- 
Seventy-one native preachers and assistants, 
and Migs churches, with five thousand 
(hine hundred members. The number bap- 
ag rine year ending May, 1856, was 

Might not the Churches in New Bruns 
wick support one missionary ?. 

i © Jo MICraxe. 

eity to 
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§ Letter. | J. G. Oncken’ 
1d 

¥ 
A Mission House, Moorgate st., 

Dec. 18th, 1856. 
‘BrevuRex IN THE Lowp,—Ou 
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la led ‘ Baptists in Canada,’ it’ 

so Py Iz 7 

are |! 
entering upon the untold horrors | 

lower 
| German for some 20,000 of his count 

“#lin Chicago :—of an Italian for 5,000 

| another for the destitute and Pe 

de i Ll 

Freeman of | below 

but have lately had an addition ef #10, on 
unt of the high price of provisions. 

v 

larly transmitted to us ames, might 
rded to Canada, in German or Eng- 

in, nental Europe, who 
lack of knowledge. 

commend the cause in Germany and the 
adjacent countries to your warm and liberal 

t. 1 am, 
My beloved Brethren, 

Yours, in the best of bonds, 
J. G. Oncken. 

are perish- 

American sud Foreign Bible 

Bipis House, 115 
Society. 

& 117 Nassau St. 
v New York, Feb. 13. 1857. } 

| At the stated monthly meeting of the Board 

fered the subject of augmenting the receipts 

ciency for Bible work in the foreign field.— 
The report of the Treasurer showing an in- 
crease of some few thousands over that of 
of any previous year at the same date, but in 
no wise commensurate with the Society’s 
rt extended work. The appointment of 
fifty-one colporters, whose applications had 
been dyly laid before the committee had to be 
deferred, while in some localities, the demand 

{Hor their labors seemed to be absolutely im- 
perative. There was the case of a German 
for the 30,000 of his countrymen in Buffalo : 
~of a Frenchman for some thousands of his 

men in Detroit :—of an American tor 
thousands of the uncared for in the 

wards of the city of New York :—of a 

of He 
rethren in one of our large cities ;:—of an 

£ | American among the multitudes unprovided 
th" evangelical “instruction in Boston :—of 

rsely popula- 
. Y. where, as 

the application are considerable 
eommunities in which not a sermon had heen 
preached for ten years, the people being too 
poor in that mountainous region, or too un- 
willing to sustain a minister of the Gospel 
among them. = A more special consideration 
of the Societys colportage work was referred 
also to this commi:tee of seven. 
A summary of lator for the last two months 

gave the following results: 12,770 visits to 
families for Bible readings and praver; 801 
uf the were in households without any part of 
the Bible ; 838 persons induced to attend 
church ; 306 of the young brought into Sab- 
bath schools; 655 sermons preached and 
public addresses ge ; 629 prayer meetings 
and sessions of Sabbath schools held; 341 
visits to vessels and for seamen made ; 115 
hopefully converted and 67 baptized, 

Application was received from the South 
for.a more active co-operation where the So- 
ciety is circulating largely the Word of God, 
among the colored population ; and Rev. H. 
W. Read, our Missionary colporter to New 

regions of Fulton county 
is eaid in 

in that field while detained in the States in 
consequence of the illness of his wife. 

Rev. Samuel Cornelius of Detroit, and Rev. 
J. J. Woolsey, late editor of the Christian 
Review were appointed agents ; the former 

signed, and the later to aid in completing the 
$25,000 subscription for the Bible House 
Fund. 

Horace T. Love, Cor. Sec. 

. Charlotte County Quarterly 
Meeting. 

The above meeting has been held as an- 
nounced. Attendance good, notwithstanding 
unpropitious skies. Ministers present, Breth- 
ren Thomson, Rideout, and Davis. 

Friday afternoon, the loth inst., conference. 
Saturday morning, Conference. Afternoon, 
veports from churches. Not bright, but nol 
all dark. © Many services broken up by bad 
weather. Only one Sabbath School in opera. 

“| tion thr the ‘winter; namely, at St. 
George village. Temperance cause not ex- 
tinct, but biding its time, Other matters 
belo ‘Evening, s:rmon from Brother Ri. 

text, Luke 10, 42. « Lord's day 
» 

- | morning sermon from brother Davis ; text, 
at | 1 Cor. 

sed sister, and sermon from Brother Rideout ; 
18. Afternoon, funeral of a decea- 

Num. 23. 10. Evening, sermon from 

£20 

sed 

2 1 Tad 

The latter receive about $160 per annum, 

¢ rnals of the brethren, which are’ 

ithe 
“ 

rs-on the 5th inst. A special Com- | 
mittee of seven was raised, to whom was re- | 

of the Society and greatly increasing its effi- | 

Mexico, was appointed to labor pacticularly | © 

in place of Rev. L.. H. Moore of Michigan re- | throug 

con 
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1. That we regard with deep 
spiritual destitution of large and populous dis- 
tricts of our country. 

2. Ww 

forts originating among, and sustained by our- 
selves. 
3. We therefore recommend ‘the for ma- 

ble, 
| ary purposes, and:for the creation of an in- 
| terest for the supply of local warts. 
4. We further recommend that our min- 
isters do hold themselves in readiness for the 
performance of a portion of missionary labor 

| wherever a door may be opened. 
| 5. We would urge it upon such of our 
churches as are favored with pastoral labor, 
‘that they cultivate a readiness to part with 
‘their ministers for brief seasons for mission- 
|ary purpos?s, and sustain them therein by 
their contributions and prayers. 
| 6. That the following brethren be a Com- 1 

| mittee to give immediate effect to the fore. | 
| going resolutions. 

It was not intended, by the series of reso- 
! lutions just given, 10 interfere with the action 
(of our Home Missionary Society ; but, as 
| there seemed to be no prospect of an obtain- 
ing a missionary from that Society, we thought 
‘we would try and help ourselves. It may be 
|added, that the Committee named in the last 
| resolution have already set brother Rideout 
'to missionary organizacion, and missionary 
| work. J. D. 

| 

New Canaan, Feb. 14th 1857. 

Mz. Epitor,—In my last report I informed 
you of the work of the Lord in this place. 1 
lam happy to state it is still progressing. Ia 
| our meetings, whien are held pearly every 
evening, the offerings of an energetic man, 
whose heart the Lord has touched, render the 
meetings highly interesting. The young are 

(happy in the'r first love, and triumphing in 
divine sirength ; the older members of the 
(church are rejoicing in renewed strength, 
| backsliders bave returned and the joys of sal. 
vation are restored to many. There are in 
our midst young men whose hearts burn with 
love and zeal for the salyation of sinners, 
whose work we trust will be to preach Christ’s 
spel. ‘Ten have been received and will 

0. V.) pur on " 
(Lord’s day) making in all forty-eight since 
the work commenced. Last evening we 
held a meeting at a settlement called Salem, 
where the Lord manifested his Spirit to quick- 
en, und his power to deliver, and seven de- 
clared what God had done for their souls, 
‘and are 10 be baptized at Butternut Ridge: 
In that place we trust the Lord is about 
gathering in a harvest of souls * Bless the 
Lord O my soul.” 

Yours in gospe! bonds, 
: James WALLACE. 
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[From the Colonial Presbyterian. 

As we are to be restricted in space, we shall 
pass by a good many things in the preceding 
articles of the Visitor upon which we might 
remark, as the reiteration of “Nemo” about the 
favorable effect of the controversy to the Baptists, 
our “ sneering ridicule” which seems to have in- 
fevted the Vistlor to an almost insane _—— ; our 
harge of misrepresentation against the Visitor, 
whith we can neither regret nor withdraw because 
it is a mournful truth, our difference from 
his several Pedo-baptist authorities where there 
is no difference, and if there were, our dispute 
does not lie with them but with the Visitor; the 
peculiar enlightenment of school boys, who see 

h our arguments so clearly ; the “ thought” 
iving our articles without 

note or comment, merely remarking that it would 
Just be about as good to do se, as with the notes 
and comments he does give, and finally the trum- 
petings of our defeat when he has only gained 
a loss, upon the same principle, we suppose, that 
ng rg always proclaimed a great victory when 
he lost a battle, for the moral effect which the 
fiction would produce in sustaining his cause till 
he could, by some chance of fortune, retrieve his 
disasters 

of the Visitor about 

And now let us see what is the FA pa 
n his charge on our logical forces on last Wed- 
nesday. The Visicor says, * our talk about Uni- 
tarians, the Christian Sabbath, and seventh day 
Baptists, is wholly irrelevant.” [Indeed it is not, 
but perfectly relevant to the case of persons who 
by professing themselves eminently biblical, wish 
to rid of a portion of the teachings of the 
Bite, as the Visitor does. 
The Visitor tells us that our ar nt from 

1st Thes. 3, 4, “If any would not neither 
should he eat,” is a Not so, unless we 
suppose that the Thessalonian - church was com- 
posed of old maids, old bachelors, e who had 
no families, or families grown up. If it were a 
society of Eesenes,who neither matry nor are giv- 
en in marriage, and who have no children, the 
tear ggen. 7 be a sophism ; but we do be- 

Cry i nn lieve that there were infants belonging to the 
r Davis; text, Heb, 2.3, Soleuin | Thessalonian brethren and sisters, Visi- 

asons and good impressions made. May [tor must be an awful sceptic to doubt it. If there 
| they prove abiding. wit ass. were, He TE sands thus : Ra 

# i + Saturday on — ws biothor Rideout| The red to tn the inde ow his 
{the Ledge for the benefit. of suflore. He cabetusion is, therefore children should not be 

concern tho | 

e are convinced, that that destitution | 
is to be reached, in the first instance, vy ef. | 

YOL. X.---NO. 9 

The parallel argument, and which too 
' much is, Christ could not believe in himself as 
his saviour fromsin, he having no sin, therefore 
he should not-have been baptized. 

| If the former argument be good, so is the lat- 
ter, but since the latter a is bad, so is the 
former. Tt has proved too mmich, and should be 

| thrown away, if the Visitor wants to “spare the 
Great Teacher” and not produce a “ sophistry 

| worse than silly,”—* impious”—* and befitting 
the halls of infidelity more than the study of a 

* Cristian minister.” 
The Visitor denies that his definition of the 
| Commission would exclude infants from Heaven, 
that he hopes they do go to Heaven; that it is 

' not the sprinkling of a little water in their faces 
| that will take them there, that without the papis- 
| tic regenerating power the Ordinance leaves them 
' where it found them, and much more to the same 
! effect. 
| Now the Visitor might save much valuable 
| space to him and us, it he would not reason against 
japists but against us,.—We d» not—did not say 

| that the water would save them or the want of it 
condemn them. Our argument is—since the Visi- 

| tor concludes from the Commission that infants can- 
‘not be admitted into the Church below, he should 
| if ke wishes to be consistent, likewise conclude 
| that they cannot be admitted into the Charch 
‘above. Feith and repentence ars required in 
‘each case—but if infants can be admitted into 
| the higher state without faith and repentance, 
| why may they not be admitted into the lower 
| state without faith and repentance. And if the 
| Viswor *“‘hopes” that infants without faith and 
| repentance go to Heaven, why does he not in 
{ like manner hope that they might be admitted 
| nto the state preparatory to going there ? Bat 
| the Visor recoils from the consequences of his 
argument, becomes merciful while his princinle 
of reasoning 1s merciless, and in order to save his 
benevolence condemns his logic. luo this he is 
right ; for his logic 1s bad while his heart is in 
the right place. 
The Visitor affirms that it would be quite as 

logical to say that a Mathematician was made 
indirectly as to say that a scholar was made in. 
directly, And no doubt it would, if by the term 
scholar, or disciple were meant the finished 
scholar, But :t 1s not the fimshed scholar or 
disciple that 1s contemplated in the Commission, 
for teaching and learning succeed the discipling 
—“T aching them to observe, &:.” All that 
is required to the making of a discigle or scholar 
is, that he should be entered at school for that 
when Have we not infant schools, and in- 
ant scholars, who know little more than those 
made scholars by what the Visilor facetiously 
styles “baby baptism.” We opive that Educa- 
tion tor good or evil, for Christ or the dévii, be- 
gins at least as early, if not in most cases earlier 
than Baptism. It has been remarked that a child 
earns more i two years than iu 
any after equal period. Whatever also is then 
learned is hard to unlearn, The mother is the 
great teacher. Her books are lessons, her tones 
are instractions, her temper in all its manifestations 
are the child’s study. Asa christian mother, ex. 
hibiting Christ in her life, she is teaching the 
young disciple to become like Christ and to love 
Christ. ‘What more requires to be said regarding 
the discipleship of children ? ist 
The Visitor :hinks that our. inclusion of infants 

among the disciples upon whose neck the yoke 
was not to be put is without proof. Now we do 
not put much stress upon it. Yet are we quite 
certain that the “disciples” here include mfants. 
Consider what it was that the disciples were cal- 
led to discuss :—It was whether it was needtul 
to circumcise the Gentiles after the manner of 
Moses, and command them to keep the law cf 
Moses, Now the manner and law of Moses was 
to circumcise all, both infants, children, and 
grown persons, ‘I'he burden would then fall on 
adults, and infant gentiles from the oldest man 
to the child of eight days. But all those on whom 
the burden would fall are disciples. Infants 
therefore are disciples. ‘The Visor, we think, 
was a little profane in comparing this argument 
to the proof drawn from Balaam saddling his ass. 
This may be so ;—we may be deceived, and those 
scheol-boys must be sharper than we are, who 
see its fallacy. Would the Visitor condescend 
to show us where the fallacy lies. If he do so, 
we shall cheerfully give it up, as we can do very 
well without 1, Meantime let us say that this 
is rather a stale joke about Baluam saddling his 
ass, which we have met in Joe Miller, or some- 
where else, or we should suppose that the Visitor 
had become witty, and proved our prognostication 
false ; and yet we must take leave to object that 
he shows a bad taste in jokes, and we should 
deem it a task to read a jest-book of his compila- 
tion. But 1nasmuch as we are introduced to Ba- 
iaam and his ass, by way of improvement let us 
observe that the falsity of the prophet dnd the 
stupidity of tue ass, with almost equ’valent |uei- 
dity, display the quality of the conclusion which 
the Visitor's quotation was intended to establish ; 
furthermore, that though fictitious assertion may * 
saddleand ride the assof vulgar opinion for a time, 
yet the guardian pe of truth, aprearing tod 
ye, ray leach even the most assinine inelligétee 
to rebuke the madness of such foolish application 
of the inspiration of God, Balaam was a false 

| prophet, and he 1s brought up by tie Visitor to 
| teach a false conclusion, m saddled his 
ass, and weak intellects alone can be saddled by 
the conclusion he is here called to enforce. 
The Visilor gives us an infantile cologuy be- 

tween one of our children and ourselves, about 
Leing brought nto the school of Christ—of 
which we have only 10 say that if any one of them 
should ever reason as badly as the Visitor makes 
hun do—we should feel hopeless of his capacity, 
and mourn me sc bem, don't 
remember anything 18, but you say so—I am 
in the ape I am safe”’——the Visitor 

structed Foo Vad o¢ so dilly a8 '0 reason thus, 
1'would not the all-sifficient reply be, * Shall we 
continue in sin that grace may abound, God 

i with infant. 


