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posed, I feel a deep initerest'in the prosperity and

welfare of the parties thus united, dnd en

| hearersy thay e health amd, vom ot of (the ehil,
upon that new relation of life; but how frail and

you. TPhe Editor of the Visitor has produced an
argument which nullifies all your hopes, dissi-
pates all your fond imaginings, and bads you for
ever despair of mceum with the loved and the

lost.

That the rinciple of reasofiin g adopted by the
Visiter is far se, is thus evidenced by its remorse-
from the Lord’s Table,

like to build our hopes of heaven upon it.
Our good Brother finding himself by the doc-
trine of this “remorsless” Visitor left without hope

appeals with _touching power to doting mothers.
who u'elaﬁmtho same sad plight and the appealy ..
is se rich inall moving pathos, that we must copy
it in this connexion, Here'it is :—

“ What matters it then mothers who weep over
departed infants, whether you are admitted to a
communion table! What conselation can you
have when youn think that there is no expiicit
promise, glvmg assarance that the child of pm¥

and tears, and love, is gone to happiness be
you. The Editor of the Visifor has produced an

passion upon the poor Baptists, and not leave
them to perish in their ignorance. One who can
talk so eloquently .about the yearnings of 'ma-
ternal love over loved ones excluded from heaven,
and lost, eternally lost, because this remorseless
% Visitor” won’t allow them to be baptized without
¢ivine authority, ought not to hesitate a moment
to furnish us with the information required. But
instead of doing this he leaves s where he found
us, searching and pleading just for one single
precept or eéxample from the ingpired Taw hook, to
go and bring our little ones into the “covenant”
by this baptismal ceremony, thereby saving them

(? In accordance with the request of the
editor of the “ﬁbsbft'eriun, we copy, as below,
his ]élding éditorial of last week on thé subject
of debate between us. Our reply occupies a lit-
tle mowe space than we had intended,but we trust
he will honor it with a place in his next issue.

THE “VISITOR’S® ACCOUNT BOOK.,

The Editer of the Visitar, accepts our  offer,
but thinks that accounts should be settled first,
as we are in his debt. How ? He has neither ub
lished nor answered our last article. Coul

less exclusion 'of women
{ and precluding 'our: entertainment of any hope
that infants ‘may enter, the kingdom of heaven.
If applied in its extension to many other doctrines
and duties it would anihilate them too,—and still
farther, if admitted in law, as a principle of evi-
dence, no chain of circtumstance would be suffi-
cient to evince either the ‘truth of a plaintifi®s

l N Aren should, hot be r-rglgc:vd,‘b‘,;.,prm and
plea, or nnoe

teachirs in the d~sire o see d!e![f"fmanm“

not answer it 7 Was he straitened by it ? Wh
did he not give_ it to hel;{:eadqrs’ Above aI{
why does he ignoré 'No, not that
quite ! He ! passes st over as “ small taik,” and
speaks of “side issues.”  He wants to decide
this controversy by a text—a single text. If he
hadddty odge, (we know: of no other term
by 'which to describe it) he wauld. have been
nearer the mark, not an o dodge either, but
one we have metbeforein the Baptist controver-
sy, and, we one of their patent stereo-
typed plans. e haye £100 offered for a_single
text which distinctly proves Infant Ba.ptlsm—
proves it to'whem ? to Baptists—for we could
furnish anany texts, each of which, provesit to the
heart and conscience of nine-tenths of the Chris-
tian world. But let us only produce one of these
unsu by others, and this is surely what
t.he asitor means—the Baptist objects, we reply
renonl, and b qqmpmng spiritual
piritual, a.n our good brother
says, oh we cu]led for a text wlnch distinctly
i't';my £100 is safe—and then he raises
o triump/.e, and because we will not rest the issue
on the production of a single text, he says we
should make an ingenuous tcknowlodiment that
“ Our: th is not in the mspxred ook, and that
the celem guide gives no intimation of such
and ordinance,” and he calls npon us to gban-
don a dogma which “ we cannot sustain by a
single precept or a'sitigle examplé from the in-
spired guide.” We must E' him in so many
words, -a “ Thus saith the Lord,” for infant bap-
usm,or cease to held and . practice it. Now,
sup it to be a fact that we could give,him
no text which would, by itself, dxstmctf Jprove
it—-is hs conclusion correct, is ‘his call to be
obeyed? Have we no honest refuge but to be
cenverted and dipped? Let us see whither his
principle of reasoning would lead -us first. It
might lead us into the Baptist church, but would
it leave us there? We fearnot! Let us see.
The Visitor’s reasoning is, Y ou refuse to rest infant
baptism on the production of a single text which
distinctly, clearly, unmistakeably and of itself
proves it,as an honest man then you must rejectit.”
Of course every other dogma is to be treated i m
the same manner, for there ¢an be no reason wh
Baptism should be treated in this way, which will
not equally apply to every other octrme, and
overy other ordinance of the Chnstian Church.
If thepmellple is good for one ordinance, it is
equally for another. If it is fair it must be
of general application. If we are bound to be-
come Baptists because of the want of an explicit
“ Thus saith the Lord,” let us see whether we
are _not bound to becoine something else which
the’ B:.?dat -church will not permit us to become,
and, if the “Visitor” says, stop, I wont allow
you to apply the principle in o er cases, we re-
ply, you ecaw’t help yourself, and, if executing
the villany you bave tanght.us, we should even
scem to better the instruction, on ouf teacher’s
head be the blame, and at his door lie the ¢rime,
Suppose us pow conyinced and converted by
the sapiept reasoning of our friend the Visilor,
that sinee thereis no explicit statement in Scri
ture, that infants should be baptized, we should
re;ect Pado—bqptum, become Baptists in opinion
;nda;, yget dipped on some fine mor,
,D some four feet thick, and
ze;o, and - a
cburdx—let us try to rea-
- Of ¢ we look on
this st

or convict a criminal of guilt—nothing would be
sufficient save one single, distinct, explicit tasti-,
mony. - Utterly false, therefore, 1s our Visitor's
principle. The “réward,” out of which it was
produced, was anfarouadc itself is a sophism,
and the whole ':E is an absurdity.

If the Editor of the Visttor will please copy the
above article, we will do equal favour to-his re-
ply. We shall thus be both ander less tempta-
tion to misrepresent our opponent’s argumentsw—
Accounts will thns be more easily settled.

How Accounts -stand with Lthe
Colonial Presbyterian.

In interchanging temarks with our friend 6f
the Presbyterian on the baptism of infants, our
object has been throughout to keep our Brother
to the main .point involved in the controversy,
namely, the scriptural authority for the erdinance
in debate, and te argue out'the question upon its
own merits, but this we have so far.found a very
difficult matter to do. He is connected with a
church, the published standards ef which recog-
rize the Bible as the only rule of faith and prae-
tice. This doctrine, is the boast ofProtestant-
ism, “The Bible, and the Bible only is the rel-
gion of protestants.” Under these circumstances
he comes forward as the defender of the dogma
of Infant Baptism, and seeks to indoctrinate us
in his favourite theory. We very naturally reply,
“friend, you profess to take the word.of God for
your guide, pray tell us, is your law of Infant
Baptism to be found there? If so, please tell us
where it is, that we may read it for ourselves.”
But how does he treat our appeal for information?
Why instead of kindly teling us where his law
is to be found in the Christian’s Law Book, he
upbraids us for our folly in making the request,
and then flies off to talk about matters altqgether
foreign to the question in hand, such ae “female
cominunion,” and “ women talking in the church,”
&c., Again we remonstrate, and say, friend
this bas nothing to do with the case. You say
that Jesus Christ has instituted the law of “In-
fant Baptism,” and, therefore, all ministers of
religion should, as a matter of course, enforce
this law, and see that the infants as well as the
adults are baptized, and he who feils to-do this is
living in the habitual violation .of the law of
Christ. Thisuis felt to be a grave matter, and as
our teacher utterly refuses to give ns the neces-
sary information we have recourse to our Bible,
asking for divine guidance in this season of
perplexity.

In our earnest endeavour teo know the trath,
we carefully examine what the four gospels,

| Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John have to say on
'_ the subject, and then we pass on through the

Acts of the Apoetlea, and their cpistles to the
churches, cuefuﬂy pondering every wo:d that is
uttered. In the course of the examination we
find a great deal -said about the law of Baptisia
‘as institated bym the mode is defined in |}
the térms of - the law which ' enjoins 1t; and the

parties receiving the ordinance are represented
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‘as penitent, “confessing their sins,” and “bring- | ;

from perdition’s fearful depths, and inspiring their
fond mothers with 4 joyful hope of meeting them
in heaven when they die.

Well if this were all we would try and think
that “ignorance is bliss,” and se console oursel-
ves ans best we could; but our trouble has but
just commenced, for strange to say, our brother
of the Presbyterian suddenly becomes a convert
to the “ doctrine of the *“ Visitor,” and is inspired |
with such carnestness to get into the Baptist.
Chiitch, that he rishes in through e four feet
thick and the thérmometer down to zero. What
does he do in this new c8nnexion? Does he
tike the good Apellos. when he came. into the
Society. of Aquilla and Priscella strive to
“Jearn the ways of God more perfectly?”
Not so; he becomes a general disturber of the
peace..  He is different from any convert from
the Presbyterian fold we have ever.had, they
generally :make excellent members, but' this
youthful disciple begins to rail at usfor admitting
females to our communion. He assumes without
one particle of evidence, that there is no. more
scriptaral authority for admitting them to the table
of the Lord than there is for infant sprinkling,
and therefore these females must be excluded, and
as he is bound by his conversion to the doctrine
put forth by the Visitor to take the Scriptures for
his guide, and to have “a thus saith the Lord,”
for what he does if we don't yield to his wishes,
and cast out these females he will quit usat once,
and set up an entirely new concern and neither
mothers: nor their babies shall have part or lot
in the matter. If the latter must go to perdi-
tion for the want'of the baptismal seal bBecause
their is no scriptural mandate for its application
it is only right that the former should go with
them; the mothers and their little ones must not
be separated come what may, they must go to-
gether.

It 18 true that mothers just like fathers may do
all that the stipulations of church organization
aud privilege as given in te New Testament re-
quire. They may be mstracted and then repent
of their sins, believe in Christ, get baptised and
become nseful active members of the Church, all

none of which, their unconscious babes can do,
Yet they must stay from the Lord’s table until tﬁeu
loved ones can have the “seal of the covena-nt-”
True, Paul in his inspired letter to. the Corinthi-
ans, 11 chap., addressed the church as a whole,
making no distinction between males and females,
‘but speaks of them as ‘“one body,” and classes
them one and all, not as inales or as females, but
as the members of Christ, saying: “For [ have
received of the Lord that which I delivered writo

hewqbotnyed,took bread ; und’ﬂhen he
given i, ind said “i“'metf.

is my body, vlﬁch is broken f‘gr ’op i -ﬁ)&l
romembnnco‘of me. -After the san

come;” and he further states of believers with-
out distinetion.of sex, “ By one m«w.n
into one body, whether mvfu Jew
Gentiles, %m we be - ‘-"%
: .

of which they obviously did in npostolic times, but |
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argument which nullifies all your dndi

pates. all your fond imagini
evor”de-pm of meeting w g the lwodnd t.he
lost.

Now if this pathetic passage means any thing
its whole drift goes to make the impression, that
if mothers do not have thewr children baptized

they can have no hope of meeting their loved

ones in heaven, they are lost, eternally lost. This
surely is the good old Popish doctrinie of bujptis-
mal regeneratian with a witness. Tt might do upon’

“the 1ips of a Romish Priest, but we confess we

are shocked when' seeing it from the pen of ¢ a
}Protéstubt minister.’

Our good Brother must have been unduly ex-
cited when he penned thttcxtrmrdmary passage:
but we are prepared to make all due allowance,

for his introduction into the Baptist church was a

most . exciting affair. He had to find his way

through that ponderous cake of ice, no less than
“ four feet thick.” Itis no trifling matter for a man

to come in smashing contact with such an ice-
berg as this, It was fortunate that he escnped
with his life.

The truth is like some young converts we have

known he was in too big a hurry to get into the
Church. He should-have waited until he conld
have come in by the good old baptismal door in.
stityted by Christ, and opened by his own spotless
example when he was baptized (immersed) by
Jobn in the waters of Jordan, and thusiike the

primitive christians have been ‘“huried: with

Christ in baptism.”  If he had done this, it is al-
most certain that he would not have threatened
us with such unheard of disasters. But we will
not dispair, the excitement probably is only tem-
porary and will soon ‘pass’ ‘away.” We have a
choice old book of inspired directions, from which
we hope to be able to impart some useful lessons
of instruction to our new canvert, and we are not
without hope that he will become a teachable
obedient disciple: walking in all the ordinances
and commands of the Lord blameless.

Home Hlsﬂon Appointments.

The Board have recently appointed Rev. John

Magee to labour for three months in Newcastle,
Miramichi, North Esk, Little South West, and

v vxcuuty, This . field has.. remained unoccupied |

.since Elder Scott. left it. The Board has done
their best to supply it, but they have not been
able to. do so until mow.
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We doubt ‘not our |
brother will meet with a cordial greeting. “a
Rev. James Walker is appointed to ‘three
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‘uncertain are all earthly prospects uid& ts.
Mrs. S, a few am after her PT‘. ”é
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