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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR. 
SAINT JOHN, N. B., MARCH 11, 1857. 

The Presbyterian’s Positive 
dence. 0) 

The Presbyterian finding himself sadly perplef i 
ed for Scripture testimony in support of his h- 
sumption makes tremendous demands upon 
credulity of his readers. He thinks becaugie Jepes 
miah and John were scanctified from the womb, 

therefore infants are the proper subjects of bap- 
tism. Their sanctification it is true proves that 
it is' possible for infants to be sanctified. No- 
body questions that. But what has that to do 
with the law of Christian baptism? Are all in- 
fants thus sanctified? If not who is to distin- 
guish between thuse who are, and these who are | 
not,? 

But if babes need sanctification preparatory to 
baptiem,in the judgement of the Presbyterian they 

do not require repentance. He says “repentance 

with them (infants) is unnecessary,” but they 
must nevertheless be “ cast upon Christ’s care in 
baptism.” Who has told us, we ask, to “cast 
them upon Christ's care in baptism ?” Ile has 
given us no such instructions ; neither have his 
Apostles. If you say they have, we demand the 
proof. 

But while the Presbyterian denies the necessi- 
ty of repentance he admits that faith is required. 
He says, “ we admit an active belief they cannot 
have, yet, by '.. reception of the Spirit, the dor- 
mant principle of faith may be so operated upon 
that with che first dawn of intelligence, Christ 
being presented (o them, they shall rely upon him 
objectively for salvation.” Here as usual our 
friend has everything important to his argument 
to prove. ‘1. He must prove that the child has 
the “Spirit.” 2. That it has faith as a dormant 
principle.” 3. That that principle will be so 
operated upon ‘as to produce “objective faith.” 
4. That that “ objective faith” will in due time 
become “active faith.” Not being able to prove 
all, or either of these assumptions his argument 
based upon them is a rope of sand. 
Our friend finds an illustration of this * ob- 

jective faith” ix: the “ little ones whom Christ took 
in his arms and blessed.” He adds, “ very young 
they must have been, but with the dawn of in 
telligence they believed inthe Saviour 7 Here 
is another assunption requiring proof. How does 
our friend know that these infants “believed in a 
Saviour.” The Bible says nothing about their 
“dormant” “objective” or * active faith.” So at 
best it is only at guess work. 1four friend's talent 
for finding proof for his assumptions were only 
equal to his gift for making them, he would be a 
perfect “ giant” in controversy. “ Hercules” him- 
self would be a mere pigmy compared to him. 
But if these infants taken in the arms of Christ 

and blessed had faith and they ca pable of 
fulfilling th + conditions of the baptismal law,why 
were they notfbaptized? Was it not “remorse- 
less,” on the part of the Saviour to withhold from 
them the “seal of the covenant?” Ag you are 
such an adept in assuming, why not assume that 
he did baptize them ? - 
The plain truth is that the good hook says noth- 

ing about their believing or their baptism, It simply 

connexion be fg woniey The history of the 
| Baptist Mission in Burmah records no less than 

household baptisms in conpexion with ‘it 
ratively recent date. The * proportion” 
tea of being against the Baptists, as our 
ould have it, heppens to be in their 
s there are no_wnconsciobs infants in 

1 d baptisingof modern date du.ongst Bap- 
tists, so were there none connected with those 

mentioned of Apostolic times. 
If our readers doubt this we ask them to ex- 

amine the word. Mere it is. It says of the 
Phillippian jailer, that Paul and Silas “spake un- 
to him the word of the Lord and to ALL that 
were in his house.” Again “he rejoiced, BE- 
_LIEYING IN GOD WITH ALL HIS HOUSE. Acts 16 

32d and 34th.” Is not this preof positive that the 
jailer’s household did not consist in whole or in 
part of infants? Dr. McKnight, a celebrated 
Presbyterian commentator says, “The house of 
the jailer was equally impressed with Paul's ser- 
mon.” 

Calvin 1m commenting upon this passage, says: 
“In which the grace of God illustriously appear. 
ed, because it suddenly brought the whole family 
to a pious consent.” 

Of the household of Stephanas, Dr. McKnight 
says: “The family of Stephanas seem ALL to 
have been ADULTS when they were baptized, 
as they are said to have devoted themselves to 
the mnistry of the Saints.” 

In reference to Lydia, there 1s not the slightest 
evidence that she ever had a husband or a child. 
She was residing in Philippi for purposes of 

aly 
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household baptisms have been known to occur, 
in the short space of a few months, and thet in’ i A very large and influential meetifig was held 

‘in_Charlottetown, P. E. Island, on the 23rd ult., 
for the purpose of counteracting the stfehuous ef- 
forts that arg'beigg made by the Roman Cathe. 
lies of that Progince to exelude the Word of God 
from the public s¢hools of the Island. ¥ A paper 
“headed the News of the Day, has been gent te.our 
‘address, filled with statements ‘detailing the 

{ combination, and anfolding the proceedings of the 
great meeting referred to above, 

| Asthis is a matter of deep interest to our read 
‘ers 1n all the Provinces, we feel ourselves called 
| upon to give in as condensed a form as possible, 

' the substance of what is contained in the News 
lof the Day®— 

1st. We learn that the Normal School System 
of education was publicly inaugurated on the 
Island, Oct. 1st, 1856. 

2nd. The religious element in this system is 
thus expounded by Mr. Stark, Superintendent. 
“The moral training is conducted by daily and 
Bible lessons, in which the truths of Scrijture 
are pictured to the children’s minds in language 
suitable to their capacities, from which every 
thing sectanan or controversial is carefully ex- 
cluded.” 

3rd. An article appeared in the Halifax Catho 
lic denouncing in no measured terms, the use of 
the Bible, in the following style: “ Very pious, 
very good, very religious, J. M. Stark, Esq., Su- 
perintendent of Schools. We beg to inform you 
that Catholics are not permitted to participate in 
spiritual things with the members of what Catho- 
lics call heretical sects. This is Catholic doc- 

trade, and the natural inference is that her house- 

hold was made vp of those who assisted her in 
her business. Following the example of their 
pious mistress, they believed the gospel and were 
baptised. Hence they were called BRETHREN. 
When Paul and Silas were about leaving the 

city, it is said “they entered into the hcuse of 
Lydia, and when they had seen the brethren they 
comforted them and departed.” Acts 16 and 40. 

“Crispus, the chief ruler of the Synagogue, 
believed on the Lord with, (not for,) atl his 
house.” 

We have then in the New Testament, as in 

Baptist Churches of modern days, the same num- 
ber of baptised households that we have of beliey- 
ing households. No more, and no less. As 

Baptist ministers are now true to the “commis- 
sion,” so they were then. 

Thus, we see that the proof sought for infant 
baptism in apostolic “household baptisms,” is 
not forth coming, just for the good reason that it 
is not there, 

(7™ The officers of Subbath Schools wishing 
the FamiLy Casket for use at the opening of their 
Nchools in the 3pring, will please give us notice 
with the least possible delay, so that we may know 

how many thousands to strike off. 1s. 3d. enclo- 
sed will engure one copy ; 7s. 6d. 10 copies; 15s. 

, 25 copies ; 258. 50 copies and all over at the same 
rate for a year, 

Ten dollars enclosed will procure in the course 
of thé year TWELVE HUNDRED caskets. Can 
ins.ruction cheaper or better be obtained any 

says that “ he took them in his arms,put his hands 
upon them, and blessel them.” Mark x. 8. 16 

ferian, “ there is positive evidence that infants are 
the proper subjects of baptism.” “ Positive evi- 
dence!” —Indeed, where is it? Let us see, 1: 
Infants may have the “Spirit,” 2, Infants may 
be ¥ sanctified.” 3, Infants do not need repen 
tance.” 4, Infants cannot “have “ active faith” 
but they may have “dormant faith.” 5, That 
“ dormant faith may become “active faith.” 6, 
Infants were “ blessed” by Jesus Christ. 
Now “considering these things there is “ 

evidence” that infants are the proper subjects of 
baptism.” <8o says the Presbyterian. But if he 
had not told us so we should never have ima- 
gined that there was the slightest “ evidence” 
in the case.” Look over your “positive evidence” 
friend, and see if you have not made a mistake 
in calling these suppositions “ positive evidence.” 
If you had said, “ seeing these things we have | 
no positive evidence that infants arc the proper 
subjects of baptism,” you would have spoken 
truthfully. 

But so “ positive” is this “ evidence” in the | 
estimation of the Presbyterian that he ventures to 
asser: “if there were no infants baptised on, or 
shortly after Pentecost it is because the Apostles 
did not understand the duty to which they were 
ealled.” This is profound, certainly. Well, you [—-—l 
may pity the ignorance of these Apostles; but 
you cannot blame them, for the Great Master 
had given them no instructions to baptize the 
babies; and therefore how could they possibly 
understand that such was their duty ? 
misfortune that our friend had not been present 
to have submitted bis chain of “ positive evi- 
dence” to these Baptist 

age, that its light might have dawned upon 2 BB Sina 
Sr 3 Ny $4 bin osi'W 2 

that the positive evidence” is perfectly reliable 
80 he calls in the aid of “ household baptistnis 

d w fy . 

the 

positive |; 

What a 

preachers of the Apos- 

» 

~ butithey yield him no support. To make out a 

where ? 
BL . 

trine, and we beg the Catholics of Prince Edward 

Island to keep it before their eyes ; and on their 
peril see that their children will render strict 
obedience to the church on this point.” 

4th. This assault was followed by a letter 
signed B. D. Macdonald, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of the Island, and addressed to the Board 
of Education. In this letter the Bishop says: — 
“If the friends of education wish our mixed 
schools to prosper, their wish can only be realized 
by allowing those schools to be Godless, under 
the present circumstances of the country. The 
Catholics, [ am bound to say, will be satisfied 
with nothing else.” 

5th, This attempt on the part of the Halifax 
Catholic and the Roman Catholic Bishop to ex 
clade the Bible from the schools, aroused, as 
might have been expected, the Protestants of all 
denominations to combine for the purposc of re- 
sisting this aggressive movement of the oppo- 
nents of an open Bible in association with the 
mental training of the young. A great Protest- 

ant gathering in Charlottetown was the result. 
The * News” remarks : “ We do not hesitate to 
say that it was one of the most spirit-stirring and 
important meetings that has been held in the 
city.” : 

At this meeting, the Chairman, Tieat. Col. 
Gray is reported to have spoken as follows :— 

Lapies AND GENTLEMEN: — 

Having been called to this chair, [ avail my- 
self of a prescriptive right to say a few words in 
the first person, declaratory of iy sentiments and 
opinion respecting the subject to be broaght be- 
fore you this evening ; and [ trust there 1s no one 
in this room who will accuse me of nnitating 

Not a word in this passage about infantile “ dis- “Last weck 1 saw a Sone Lrg id cipleship,” infantile © faith,” or infantile “ bap- oy bar of justice- He does xore ue an | tism.” The occasion referred to in the passage ike, prisonment in _ the my wr id i \ . above,offered a most favorable opportunity for they on Jee» Hi seine — Kier iq Saviour to teach the dogma of infant baptism, but| ye. larceny, ad ys PR i as he was silent on the subject the legitimate in- 
ference is, that he did not intend to teach 1. post 
“ Considering these things” says the Presby- ptly 

ears of age. Those only who learned 
iis abilities, natural and acquired, know 

he might have 
of honor ogp 
self with 

x Si. 

the 
ght 

iety. He has, he tells 

—he has been a reporter for tl 
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This valued brother 1 prosecuting his nission 
at King’s Cléar, and Prince William, with com- 
mendable energy and zeal. The weather and 
roads have been unfavorable but he reports 
preaching in different places, and interesting vi. 
sits to many families, On his way up the River 
he spent a few days very pleasantly amongst his 
old friends at the Grand Bay. He first visued 

~ this place a number of years ago, found the cause 
"in a low state: but the blessing of God attended 
his administrations, snd a number believed, were 

- beptized and added to the church, He expresses 
much gratitude for the uniform kindures with 

he 

far he has fallen. He has a vigorous min 

is well educated, has a quick perception, aki, ris, and also choose tu deny, deery aad repu- attained to a'most any situatic 
ofit, if* he had conducted hi 

learned the printers trade and the painte 
the press. * 

onseq ni It is only a few months ago I passed several 

gy mio d exemplary of the noblemen of Engl 

B overa fr, tiring zeal in the 

those, who, the essence of intolerance themselves, 
are the first and loudest in the cry for toleration 
from others. : 

It hus been my lot to live for many years amid 
divers nations, among people professing the va- 
rious creeds of Greeks, Romans, Copts, Jews, 
Moslem, Bhoudists and Pagans; and my expe. 

community. I soughtan interview with bi) Go ooo taught me that no good has ever arisen 
and repeated my visit for the three days thfiom coercion, persecution or reviling. 
he staid, to learn something of his historfur rather my fellow-men were convinced by fah 
He is the son of a minister. He is now argument, logic and sound reasoning, than by any 

rougher measures: at the same time, while giving 
hol! license of though and judgmen. to those who 

| weld 

irrogate to themselves the worship of other Gods 
han the God and Father of our Lord Jesas 

Qiate, the traths contained in Gods holy Word; 
fis the descendant of forefathers who slept on the 
weather, who were mercilessly shot down with 
1eir wives and little ones, because they would 
t forego the right to worship their God, not ac- 

ord’ ng to the doctrines and commundments of 
en, but in accordance with the plain truths and 

%)mmands set forth aud enjvined in the Bible,— 
th wy. 1 would be a recreant could I view with 

inqui of him particularbat 
l ired ve sgegoard of Education under this Government to 

eePlive 1 Protestant fellow countrymen of what 
d 

and unconcern the disposition of the 

cy should value ten thousan | ties more than 
iq: ¢ itself—the privilege of having our children 

structed in the knowledge of the only name 
lin and intempeiven under Heaven by which man ean he saved 

of moral au 
He says heir schools in the sublime truths contaned in 

life eternal, and of being daily exercised in 

tif! has been aptly and truly des:ribed ss that - 
hi Most wondrous book! bright candls of the Lord 
(Star of Eternity, the ony star 

: <4 which the bark of man could navigate 
@( The sea of life, and gain the port of bliss 

hj Securely.” 

, purs in conversation with one of the most pious. 

shose un ded benevolence, vast phi 
cause, has gaine 

hini a character by which he is w 11 known to 
ou,—I allude to Earl of Shaftesbury, better | 
wn ‘o the children of England as Lord Ash- 

ley. This excellent man was exulting over all 
the likely to accrue from the fact of the 

e of | having just sent two millions 

langua the Chines ge,~to the people of that 

their village 

causes which have given rise to this Protestant’ 

{ P. M,, the people, both old and young, assembled 

ed him and family, with the donations that had 

“us for the donation, ar 

| ses fo the company. “Prayer 

terson seconded, ti 
Whereas “the feat of the Lord beginning 

of wisdom, and the know ledge of the Holy is un. 
derstanding,” and «8 this fear and knowl are 
made known tous in the Holy ureg, which 
are given to us of God to teach us our several 
dutics on earth, and to eecure to. our souls the 
blessing of eternal life,—It 1s ved, that no 
education, national or otherwise, Can be or 
smted to the rational und immortal nat f nan, 
from which the word of God is exc 4 
The Rev. W. Mackinnon , and the Rev. 

A. Sutherland seconded, the next resolution— 
Whereas the Protestants of this [sland consti- 

tute the greater portion of its inhabitants, und 
contribute the larger amount of taxation for the 
support of the State and the maintenance of ite 
pubic schools,—It is resolved, that—whilst they 
disclaim any intention to force upon others the 
reading of the Seriptures—they are entitled to, 
and do hereby claim from the Government who 
have taken into their hands the management of 
the public ychools~ag well as the nature of the 
instruction that is therein given—that the child- 
ren of such parents as desire 1t should be daily 
instructed in the Word of Ged. 
Mr. C. Barker moved, and Rev. J. Murray se- 

conded, the next reso'ution— 
Whereas the Education Act is about to expire 

this Session, and it is to be feared that a system 
of Education may be ado injurious to the 
well-being of the community,~-It is resolved, 
that a petition, vxprgssive of the wishes of all 
those who desire the miroduction of the Scrip- 
tures into the public schools, be prepared and 
laid betore the Legislature at its present session. 
The Rev. G. Sutherlund moved, and Mr. Heard 

seconded. the next resolution— 
Whereas the time has come for making « very 

effort to prevent the perpetuity of our present 
system: of instruction, and to place the Holy 
Scriptures on the list of books now in use in the 
various schools of the er ml S p vss that 
the following petition - im y this ineeting, 
and chreviate throughout“the country, with the 
view of its obtaining signatures and of being 
presented to the Legislature. 

PETITION, 
We the undersigned, inhabitants ofa Protes- 

tant colony, and subjects of the British Empire, 
being convinced that no wre of education, 
National or otherwise, can be good, or suited to 
the rational and immortal nature of man, which 
is not based on the Word of God, and being cal- 
led on to pay by far the larger portion of the re- 
venue for the support of the State and the man- 
tenance of its public schools, and being unable 
to obtain for our children generally any other 
means of instruction than that provided by the 
Government who have taken into their hands the 
management of, and prescribed the course of in- 
struction that is given in, the several schools, of 
which the Word of God forms no part,—humbly 
beg your Honorable House, now that the Educa- 
tion Act is about to expire, to take into consider- 
ation our wishes on this subject, especially if it- 
be the intention of your Honorable House to 
frame any new law, or to make any amendment 
or alteratton in the present Act. 

We seek not to interfere with the rights or 
liberties of others, or in any wise to compel oth- 
ers to adopt a course of instruction for their chil- 
dren which we think it right to pursue with re- 
gard to our own. 
We feel that we cannot any longer be a con- 

senting party to the exclusion of the Word of 
God from our public schools,—a book which is 
the standard of our faith, and the source from 
whence all Christians derive those doctrines 
which make man wise unto salvation, and pre- 
pare his soul for the ki of God; and there- 
fore humbly pray that you Honorable House will 
direct that the. holy Scriptures be placed on the 
list of boo w in use in the public schools, 
and that it be introduced into the Academy and 
Normal School ; and that the children of thse 
parents who desire it, or'do not object to its use, 
shall have the privilege of reading a portion of 
Scripture the first exercise of the day after the 
opening of the school with prayer to Almighty 
God, and of being taught therein by such teach- 
ers as the parents or guardians approve of. We 
beg further to assure your Honorable House, 
that, in asking these things, we are actuated by 
no political motives, or with no desire to stir u 
strile or religious controversy, but simply wi 
the view of promoting the peace and prosperity 
of the colony, and furthering the real and lasting 
interests of the people. 

These resolutions were spoken to with much 
eloquence and power, commanding the undivided 
attention of the audience for some fonr hours, and 
inspinng the multitude assembled with a more 

brilliant and deeper love for that blessed book, 
which God has given us to be a light to our feet 
and a lamp to our path. 

Donation Visit. 
Lore Isuawp, March 3, 1857. 

Mr. Eprror :—According to previous arrange- 
ments on January 16th, 1857, about three o'clock 

at the house of ‘Rey. Henry Archilles, to pay him 

a friendly visit, accompanied with such tokens 
of respect, as would add to the comforts of life. 

In the evening more than eighty persons sat 
down to tea with the Pastor and family. The tea 
was furnished by the ladies, and in good style. 

After which, Deacon Isaiah Thurber addressed 
the Pastor, and in behalf of the company present- 

been brought, amounting to £16 in eash with 
many fusefal articles ; after the Pastor replied 

more es 

the friendly visit of so many of his parish 
Rev. W. H. Caldwell, from Westport, and 
Deacon Joseph Crocker gave interesting addres- 

in| vious, expressed their good-will to their Pastor, | o 

£8, 
Narman EH 
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felt encouraged to ho t the about to 
revive his work in Neweastle, ’ % 

¥ 

The Géuse at Elgin. s 
Mr. Epitor,—By request | send you 

account of the state of” religion at Elgin. | 
invitation I visited the first Elgin church and 
was info that the gause of God had been 
very low there for a long time past until Bro. 
ther Caleb Spragg, a Licentiate visited them 
in December last. They believe that the 
Lord sent him and has wonderfully blessed 
his labours in the reviving of his cause in that 
place. His soul was stirred within bim when 
he viewed the state of Zion there. After 
visiting from house to house and holding 
several meetings a day was set apart for fast. 
ing and prayer when many renewed their 
covenant. The convicting power of divine 
grace rested on the congregation, many 
mourned their wanderings, and sinners were 
brought to repentance. Soon four of those 
who entertained a hope in Jesus, were bap- 
tized by Elder Daniel Crandall. On the 8th 
of Junuary the church tendered Brother 
Spragg a unanimous call 10 labour with them, 
and the Lord has continued to bless his faith- 
ful labourer, and many have been brought to 
Christ in that region through his instrumen-. 
tality. The writer’s heart has been made 
fxd there while beholding the captivity of 
ion turned, and her breaches healed, Since 

the work commenced 33 have been added to 
the church, some of whom had been profes. 
sors for many years, the others have been 
lately baptized. Our baptismal seasons were 
truly refreshing, the presence of the Lord 
was enjoyed and the work appears only com. 
mencing ; meny are seeking the Lord sor- 
rowing. As brother Spragg lives in the af. 
fections of the people many are anxious to be 
baptized by; him, but he don’t believe in what 
is called early ordinations and has hitherto 

the most judicious brethren believe that he is 
the man for that place, therefore the church 
has tendered him a unanimous call te ordina- 
tion, and [ understand that they aie about to 
request a council to meet on the 25th of March 
for this purpose. ¥ 

Janes TrimsLE. 
Springfield, March 5th, 1857. 

DOMESTIC. 

Firz 18 PorTraND.—On Friday moroing a- 
bout half.past one o'clock, a fire broke out in a 

small house belonging to a person named Mullen, 
and situated in a yard adjoining Sheriff Street, 
The engines were speedily on the spot, bu! great 

difficulty was experienced in obtaining water, 
The premises were entirely destroyed, bat our 
reporter was informed that they are insured for 
£100 or £150.— Leader. 

At 6 o’cleck on Saturday evening, another 
fire broke out in the Ordnance workshop of 
the Barracks. It originated we helieve froma 
dilapidated stovepipe. The city engines aid- 
ed by the military were successful in a very 
short time iu subduing the flames. 
About oneo'clock on Sunday marning the 

Steam Mills owned by Mr. William Estey on 
the Stright Shore were found to be on fire. 
No assistance could be obtained till the whole 
were in ruins. The Mills were valued at up- 
wards of £2000, and were insured for £1300. 

I" On Thursday eveniag last, the police 
discovered a baskét under the house No. 104 
Charlotte street occupied by Frederick James. 
On examination it was found to contain the 
dead body of a child wrapped in a blanket. 
The appearance of the body proved that it 
could not have lain there but a very short 
time. 
Common Councin.—The committee ap 

pointed to consider the Fire Law hastcported 
in favour of buildings with 22 feet posts and 
13 feet rafiers. ‘ie report was adopted. 
It was agreed to petition the Legislature 
against an Act applied for by the South Bay 
Boom Co. Ald. McAvity moved for a com- 
mittee to prepare a Bill to transfer the power 
of appointing the Police Magistrante from the 
Executive 10 the Common Council. This 
occasioned much discussion and was carried 
610 5.— Leader. : 

Public [isPENSARY.—At a meeting of the 
subscribers to the Sant John Public Dispen- 
sary, held atthe Waveriey House on the even. 
ing of the 4th of March, the following named 
gentlemen were elected as Directors for the 
current year :— 

D. J, McLauchlin, Z. Ring, 
Joel Reuding, Edward Lewis, 
T. F. Raymond, FF. A. Cosgrove. 

B. J. Underhill, as Treasurer. 
At a meeting ~ tr por held the fol- 

lowing evening, D. J. McLaughlin, Ksq., was 
elected as es of the Board for the cur- 
rent year. 
The Directors 

Alward,M. D., and J. Peterson, M. 

The apartments over the Establishment of 

shrunk from the responsibility it involves, yet | 

> 

the Physicians 10-the lustitution for the year. | 

NOVA SCOTIA, 

Havirax, March 5th, 1857. 
From one extreme to the other, last week, all 

was bustle and excitement in old Chebucto, this, 
tame as tanbark. The storm and the calm. Last 
week curiosity was on the rack, as to who were 
to form the personnel of the new Government, 
this week the only curiosity is, whether the new 
cabinet will get returned by their several con- 
stituencies, whose approbation under the respon- 
sible system it is requisite they should secure. 
They are all opposed, so it 1s a 
efforts will, doubtless, be I «cg mp 

The House of Assembly presents an uninte. 
resting appearance in the absence of all the 
leading men on one side of politics. A few rou- 
tine subjects are being proceeded with, hut call- 
ing for no especial notice. 
A good deal of niérvoustiess is evinced by the 
members of the late Government and their sup- 
porters, as to the policy of the party at present in 
power on the subject of Railways. Every other 
day some reference to this topic on one side or 
the other, provokes a sudden outburst of feeling 
from some determined advocate of Railways, or 
some determined opponent, and the “slayed then 
thrice slain, are slain again” The prominent 
topic of discussion in all public places, however, 
is, the new alliance which has produced a change 
of Government, and the new combinations in 
course of preparation to counteract it. The re- 
higious press seems to take the lead, and I must 
refer those of your readers who feel a warm in- 
‘terest in such matters te that source for full -r 
particulars and further information. 

I now furnish you with an abstract collected 
from the report of the Board of Commissioners of 
Railways, prepared and published by them. This 
is an interesting document, and will be eagerly 
perused by public men in all the Provinces, 
The expenditures of the Board are as follows = 

For1854 - - ~ . £5357317 4 1855 - - -  . 163303 .7.10 
1856 - - - - 249875 18 2 

Total - -. . £466752 3 3 
Up to December, 1856, but eight miles of road 

bad been operated upon. The returns show the 
earnings on these 8 miles, ror 12 
months, to be £4,120 2-4 
Expenses 3013 6 9 

“Nett earnings, £1,107 15 7 
An accident in MarchJ1856, when a locomotive 

was thrown off the track, diminished the nett 
earnings, it seems, by £500. 
The miles run were 17271. The passengers 

carried 50,844. . : ¢ 
In January, 1857, 144 miles more of road were 

opened, reaching to Schultz, at the Grand Lake, 
on the eastern road towards Truro, from whence 

‘veyed twice a day by rail. ) 

The entire road from Hahfax to Windsor, and 
from Halifax as far as the Stewiack, 18 miles from 
Truro, is ina NE Se will all be & 
nished, it seems, in the course of the ensuing 
summer. The Section to Truro, and somewhat 

letting ; so upon the whole, rather slowly perhaps, 
but surely, Nova Scotia is opening up her mite. 
rior in the most approved marner, ‘These roads 
are said to be constructed after a substantial fa. 
shion. = All the bridges and viaducts are of stone 

learn, is what is called the double headed pat- 
tern, capable therefore of being turned upside 
down as well as end for end, if need be, and 
‘weighs 631bs. to the yard, The ties or slecpers 
ure about a yard apart, and each tie has a cast 
iron chain at each end, in which the rail rests. 
There have been some shght interruptions in the 
travel, produced by snow, but much less than had 
been anticipated for this climate. By the end of 
the coming summer, if this report is. to be relied 
upon, and any fair clase of Steamers is put upon 
the Bay of Funday, one may reasonably hope to 
travel from Halifax to St. John between Sun and 
Sun. 

We were visited on Monday evening, the 2nd. 

by tar of the season, The roads and streets are 
blocked up to an wousual extent, while 1 write. 

But little is moving in the religions world. 
The Baptist Church at the North End, ‘the 
pastoral care of the Rev. 8. Bently is holding » 

pear, are encouraging, and several comversions 

Temperance Hall, the best public room in the 
city, 1s lighted up for one purpose or another al- 
Rpdins Bas arn dole ser TDR 


