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When unintelligible phenomena occur, 
there is always a strong tendency in certain 

Wa noed but.go, recall the Salem Awitohoraft| 
excitement and other similar troubles to prove 

statement. The principle 

heard in AL marine Rochester. They are 
referred to supernatural agencies, an wt 

- whole er i 

Zs let. apparitions 

rappings, and soon 
from the assembled mans bursts forth'a great 
religious system. Thousands receive 'it'as a 

ted growth to final supremacy, still magna. 
est veritas et prevalebit. Time works strange |. 
changes with’ human creeds and doctrines. 
We look back upon similar exeitements and 
see how rapidly they have subsided. Hive, 

ief, 
the cause. 

Guided therefore by precedent, we confident- 
speedy and rapid decline of this 

new faith, which has in it'so littl to really 
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tions; it is also impessible to find for our- 
selves or for others the actual truth with re- 
gard to it. After all however the darkness 
of the subject does not prevent us from'see- 

can be referred to any 
other than supernatural causes, and is neither 
“more _ nor less than a collection of all the | 
floating phenomena of the day springing from | 
electricity, nervous influences, Cp. 

There is no doubt that mind has a strange in- 
mind under certain circumstan- 

ces. \Wehave seen a'man sit at one end of the 
room and by the power of his will influence | oases ‘of 

Every one is 

looks at another far any length of time, the 

These and many instances familiar to the 
, Show that even where 
from one another, one 

mind has an influence on another. To] 
what extent this may be carried, no one can 

»eople are separat- 
Be » when they 

are in actual contact, Then the electricity, 
which exists in all'animals, together with the 

ipley become chan- 
nels of intercommunication and influence be- 
tween mind and mind. * Then the will of one 

st the physical nature of ano- 
ther, and subdue his mental faculties, and in, 
some cases it seems as though ha Snawiedns : 

the other. This eould be illustrated by many 

which certainly is not caused by supernatural 
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animal life through the nervous influence, 
and through magnetism, and through the 

ies it sometimes affects inorganic 
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‘by this meeting. The circle is formed 
around the table and they sét still with joined 
hinds ; or a single person sits with both hands 
upon the wood; a eithér case thére is pro- 
‘hably a galvanic current formed. The table 

these noises are the consequences, It is not 
as easy to say why it is ; 
are given to guestions, and why these raps 
come in obedienge to the questioner. Jt is 
believed however that the mind has some un- 

trol the raps at'will. If this be so, then We 
‘can see how it is that many questions are an- 
swered truthfully, afid also how it is that there 

: neverisa disclosure of what is not known to some 
one in the room. The currents are controlled 
‘in- this ‘mysterious way, either by the medi- 
um directly, oc through the medium by tho 
questiaaer, and thus the enquirer is astonish- 
ed at finding what he believes is only known 

. to himself, rappedout upon a table through the 
power of a medium who. never could haye 
‘seen him before. ye 

Tireine,—By our own personal experi. 
\ ence, and that of many acquaintances,we are 

of the muscles made unconsciously » the 
medium. Where this is not the'case it is be- 
lieved to be "caused by the same ‘magnetic 
curgents which produce the raps. The an- 
swers made by the tippings of the table are 
“of the same kind as those made by the raps, 
and invariably express a is. only — 

dither by the voletion of the medium directly, 
« or by that of some ome in the company exexr- 
| cised through the medium. | . 

-CrairvoYANcE. <The ‘spriritualists have 
adopted élditvoydnge and made it all their 
own. The higher mediums when in the pro- 
per state wi as though they saw distinct 
objects. eir theory is that the body is for 
the time occupied by some spiritual being who 
looks at these objects which are described.— 

* Clairvoyants ; however have. never made 
| known any great discovery, nor bave the; 

ready been known to themselves or to some 
» onc present. The most astonishing cases of 
clairvoyance are when the enquirer is told 

" something which none but himself has ever 
, known. This and all‘instances of clairvoy- 
| ance have led to the gonalpian that the mind 

of , the, clairnoyunt is acted upon b 
. other mind present and obeys ok influence. 
The spiritualists have made no improvements 
whatever on the old clairvoyance, and they 
are throw irito the state icf the same way as 
thé others-—that is by mesmerismi. 
‘TrANCES.—Among our own friends while 

they have been under the power of rm 
nervous affections, we. have seen as striking 

trance” as’ ever have ‘béen found 
among tie pivitahlists. Phe ‘mind becomes 

wot its power, its fuculties are 

*| enraptured, eathusiastic, G Fn visions 
crowsl upon the imagination, the language is 
raat i 13 "Sel the ideas are old 
—there is nothing uttered but what has for 
merly been in the mind of the subject,and we 
feel that his owil mind originated all that is 
said.’ The trance of the spirifualists is analo- 
gous’ to-delirium, and before they arose, and 
out of the pale of their society,has been often 
produced by fever, hysteria, or nervous dis- 

Writings; Erc.—These are supposed to 
be produced by the mind when wing. we 
der a temporary loss of consciousness. Here 
nothing is ever produced but what has been 
koowa bafory to, the mediwa_ or. to his influ- 
encers., The universalist writes universal- 
ism ; the infidel infidelity ; the socialist so- 
cilism ; the oni orthodoxy; a womail 
who like the stout lady has had her head 
‘burned by Swedenbérgs writings and a limit- 

paper: Pictures are only another form 

‘seientific. person, like our stout lady, will 
at os - 8°} draw representations of the inhabitants of the miliar with the old “ oxperiment of the “key | pj; ha and. ihe sdb 

and book.” Numerous instanc ces oa past] plc tha; Suns; nd the Planets, which 
~once a proof and 

drawing, “we will see in the spirit "chi 

; Cases exist as wonderful as any of theirs. 
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tive electricity. The rap is the report caused ism. ~ Our belief in the human and natu 
origitr of these wonders, is confirmed by the 
undeniable faet that they inform us of moth- 
ing new, except when they teach downright 

heir serious- and more sensi Ls 

ahsurdities. 
ble doctrines are: drawn from facts which 
man bas already discovered. When they go 
10 the unknowns they at he same time grasp 

‘What sensible man could be- 

es they tell about the missha 
rs ikabhting the o! ac 

planets, whese imagined character and nature 
are so uaworthy of the Deity, and so worthy 
of an insane man 2° Who could listen to the 
turgid ‘bombast of their boasted trances, nnd 
believed that the mediums were inspired, or 
spoke other than the ideas peculiar to their 
own minds? Tn the imaginative writings of 
a cultivated Christian like ** Dick,” we find 
something pleasant, we listen often with de- 
light, and feel that many of his charmin 
fancies are not unrensopable ; but to the mi- 
serable twaddle of tnese Spiritualiats we lis- 
ten only with impatience, pity and scorn, 
From such scenes and doctrines as those 

of Spiritualism, we turn back eagerly and 
with fresher interest han ever to the grand 
old teachings of the Bible. - Here we can find 
doctrines which we may learn with reverence ; 
prophecies which we may hear with awe; 
and psalms to which we may listen with de- 
voat adoration ; knowing that these glorious 
trutiis, wondrous visious, and rapturous strains 
could have emanated only from Deity. We 
tura back to the teachings of our Bible, and 
see there the joy of our fathers; the glory of 
old patriarchs and prophets, the hope and firm 
reliance of saints and martyrs. To that Bi- 
ble let ps ever hold steadfast through all the 
storms of new and high sounding human doc. 
trines; for meme. the power. of its Divine 
author, this book, like ' the truth ‘which n 
teaches, is great and will prevail. - 

; : For the Christian Visitor, 
Dear Bro. BinL,—Accordiog to a previous 

appointment the Quarterly Meeting com- 
menced with the Church at Norton on March 
25, at 7 o'clock, P. M. The assembled held 
a social meeting, profitable we believe, to all 
who were present. Oa Thursday at 10 
o'clock, met for worship; a large number of 
waiting souls were present, who listened to a 
stirring discourse from Bro. J. A. Smith. 
The subject was the consequences of making 
light of the Gospel of Christ. Removed the 
evening meeting 10 Hampton Village, and at. 
seven, Bro Smith again preached to a large 
assembly, the glorious truths of the blessed 
Gospel;—subject ‘‘a day of good tidings.” 
The meeting was interesting to those present, 
At ten o'clock on Friday, assembled again 
at Norton for worship, a large number being 
presént, who were addressed by the writer. 
Subject; “ All “things are God’s by creation 
and preservation ; Church his by right and 
redemption.” Ait 3P. M., Bro. J. Masters 
preached to a large number;—subject, ** The 
constraining love of Christ.” It was delight- 
fal truly 10. see onr father in the Ciospel, 
standing as a winess for Christ; may he 
long be spared to be useful in ** the world.” 
[n the evening of said day, at seven o'clock, 
Bro. Smith preached a deeply interesting and 
affecting discourse,—subject, ** The result of 
faithfully sowing the precious seed of truth.” 
The ministering brethren who attended these 
meetings were: Elders J. Masters, J. A. 
Smith, G. Burns, UV. Crandall and J. W, 
Gouchin, Licentiate. “After the close of the 
Friday evening meeting, the ministering 
brethren and brethren J. Pickle, W. Hayand 
C. Baxter, held a meeting of consultation 
respecting the propriety of holding a course 
of Quarterly Meetings with the Churches in 
the Counties of St. Joba and Ki 
commencement of which Bro. J. 

's, at the 
sters was 

Secretary, 
united 

After due consideration. it was 
ly aroed ihat sucha course of meetings 

would d be productive of good to the several 
Churches with which they might be held, in 
stirring them .up to new engagedness in the 

: ist. Hence it was Resolved: 

King’s and St. John unite in holding a course 
of Quarterly Meetings. 
+ %.'Fhat any Church wanting the Quarter- 

uest. 

. 3. That the Churches of the two. Counties 
be requested to send in to_each Meeting sta- 
tistics of the state of religion among them. 

4, That the next Quarterly Meeting be 
held with the second Upham Church in the 
‘Tabor Meeting House on the last Friday in 
qh Sqn St 4 o%lock, P. M. ; 

ln discussing and passing the above Reso- 
lutions the utmost harmoay prevailed. In 
fact, throughout the whole meetings, Chris- 

and sinners lv in- 

tie J Yours, &c.y 
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ed me, and we entered te into ‘conversa. 
tion. After a while the 
crme in, 10 whom | was introduced by 
"Booker, He went forward couversin 
the different systems of philosophy that had 
died away, especially infidel philosophy, or 
fy that had been raised against the Bi. 
ble. These human systems were all passin 

ocean, impervious to all the proud waves that 
dash agai 
V to him, which reminded him of an 
En lady who tried the power of her lo~ 
gion him when he was in poor health, but 
he showed her the fallacy of her rensoning 
from the principles she had gathered from 
Volney’s writings. Being defeated by Mr. 
Booker, she wheeled and left him disappoint- 
ed and displeased. Again he remarked that 
the ancients were in possession of more know- 
ledge than the moderns were willing to ad- 
mit. Their ‘works and writings and speci- 
mens of distinguished art were proofs of their 
knowledge and ski Those specimens that 
have been dug out of the ruins of ancient 
cities show great skill in the arts and sciences. 
Through a turn of the conversation, he spoke 
very solemnly and feelingly about death.—— 
There we paused a few moments as though 
our minds were suddenly arrested by a pe- 
culiar sensation of awful solemnity. Then 
he related a circumstance of his life, when 
very near the borders of death. The doctor 
was holding his arm t6 bleed him when he 
became conscious, he ' said, “ Doctor, what 
are you going to do to me?” To bleed 
you,” replied the doctor, “you were almost 
dead.” * Itis a pleasrnt thing to die,” an- 

to do but die.” ‘A deep and solemn sensa 
tion of death passed through both our minds, 
while a solemn pause ensued. He passed on 
to remar that the shortness of life is a subject 
of great importance. We both felt deeply 
the uncertainty of buman life. 
Ah! lijtle did he or I think that before the 

closing rays of twilight were extinguished, 
his spirit would be ushered before the great 
God who gave it. ‘When I heard the news 
of his death, I felt deeply grateful that my 
lie was spared a little longer to my dear 
family who are far away, while [ could freely 
shed a parting tear to the memory of one 
whom I had loved so warm!y for the short 
acquaintance | had with him. God comfort 
his dear family and friends. 

Joun Rowe. 

The Late awful Railroad Catas- 
. ~~ trophe. 

An unknown hand has sent us the “ Morn- 
ing" Banner” of Hamilton, Canada West, 
describing the horrifying scenes of this terri- 
ble event, and of the improvement thereof by 
the Mumisters and Churches of the City. 

From this paper we furnish the following 
extracts :— 

The intense interest taken in everything 
connected with the late calamity, surpasses 
anything of the kind we ever witnessed. All 
desire for the transaction of ordinary business 
in this City, seems. to have been baried with 
the vicums of the recent tragedy ; the parti- 
culars and incidents, and miraculous escapes 
connected with that fearful plunge, is the 
theme of ceaseless discussion in every circle 
in the Province. The event has awakened 
the slumbering consciences of the most cal- 
lous in our midst to a’ sense of life's uncer- 
tainty, and the innumerable dangers that 
surround us on every side. Men, aye and 
women, who have seldom given death a 
thought, and into whose minds the idea of an 
clernity, scarcely ever entered, have been 
aroused-out of this torpor by the ghastly spec- 

in the gasp of death. But such is human 
weakness, that the events of the past few days, 
fearful though they have Leen, will soon be 
forgotten, and from the conduct of those who 
now mourn and weep, it will hardly be ob- 
servable six moaths hence, that any extraor- 
dinary occurrence had taken place! The 
blanks that have been made in sur social and 
domestic circles, will be filled up with other 
objects, and conversaiion about death, judg- 
ment, eternity and the uncertainty of life 
will be exchanged for discussions upon mat. 
ters of business, politics, fashion und non- 
sense. This event is not without its moral 

| 10 Railroad men, as well as to the public at 
large. The School of experience is most 
valuable, if its lessons are properly attended 
to. We are glad to observe such an evident 
determination on the part of the public; and 
also on that of the officials of the Great 
Westarn, to institute the most rigid examina- 
tion into the causes which led 10 "the late 
fearful disaster. The evidence adduce: yes. 
terday, except in few particulars, coincides 
with that taken on Saturday. There seems 
to be no doubt but the driver whistled * on 
brakes” before entering upon the bridge, 
which fact corroborates the theory that some 

the bridge will not be pe insecure, it will 
not be fault of Me. Richards and his 

Grand Trunk engincers. 

he Gospel.  Rév. A. Booker, a Baptist Mio: | Sleeping 8s though destitute of 
lo of Halon, wis na of (hes, His Son: Sher dicumin lpics undt roview 

| death is thus noticed == ~~ © |G ihers conning over the public prints of the 
+ MEETING ON MONDAY NIGHT.——MONUMENT |province; others in cheerful glee and with. 
+o. TO THEREV A, BOOKER, [buoyant spirits, exchanging jests, and others | 

g the whole service. 
‘while the Bible remained, like the rock inthe the 90h psalm, and a portion of 1st Thessa- 

h against §& I mentioned the works. of 

swered Mr. Booker, * when we have nothing 

tacle of mangled and bloated humanity, stiff 

thing ‘was wrong with the ‘locomotive. - If 

Amongst the slain were two Ministers of 

+in Knox's Church at 7 o’clock in the evening 
ev. Mr. ic rg —every pew. was densely packed—and a 

t. | deep solemvity seemed to mantle every coun- 
about | tenance, whilst many faces were bathed in 

{tears. The services were commenced by the 
Rev. Dr. Irvine, who conducted the psalmody 
which was appropriately selected throughout 

The Rev. Dr. then read 

lonians, 4th chapter, from the 13th verse, af- 
ter which he gave a brief statement in the 
name of the other ministers present, of the 
excellancies of character which the late la- 
mented Mr. Booker possessed, and the strong 
brotherly affection which existed between 
him and the brethren then on the platform, 
who were assemhled to improve the afflicting 
event of his death. 
The Rev. gentlemen present at this meet- 

ing were ;—Rev. Wm. McClure, New Con- 
| nexion Methodist ; Rev. E. Ebbs, Congrega- 
tionalist; Rev. Wm. Ormiston, U. P. Minis. 
ter, and Rev. R. Irvine, D.D. Before dis- 
missing the meeting the Rev. Dr. Irvine, at 
the suggestion of one of the Deacons,announc- 
ed a collection for the purpose of erecting a 
moaument to the Rev. A. Booker, when the 
plates passed round, ana nearly one hundred 
dollars was collected. It was announced that 
any parties who wish to contribute to this be- 
coming and truly grateful object may have 
an opportunity of doing se by handing their 
donations to any of the following ministers, 
viz :— Rev. E. Ebbs, Rev. W. Ormiston Rev. 
W. Stephenson, Rev, Dr. Irvine, Rev. D. 
Ingles, or Rev. E. B. Harper. 
A day of fasting and prayer was observed 

to improve the melancholy occasion. Crowds 
of people throhged the several places of wor- 
ship, and appropriate addresses were deliver- 
ed by preachers of the different denomina- 
tions. At Knox’s Church, the Pastor, Rev. 
Mc. Irvine, formerly of this City, delivered 
the following impressive discourse. 

Knox's Caurca.—The Rev. Doctor Irvine, 
after appropriate and impressive devotional 
exercises, read Daniel's confession to God 
because of the sins of Jerusalem, from Daniel 
1X, from 1st to 20th verse, and selected as 
his text, Matthew 24th, and 44th verse.— 
“Therefore be ye all ready, for in such an 
hour as ye taink not the Son of man cometh.” 

After an introduction fixing the original 
purport of the text, the Rev. gentleman pro- 
ceeded mn accommodating it to the circum- 
stances to illustrate— 

I. The injunction which the text contains, 
and, 

Il.. The reason assigned for it. 
In discussing his first position he showed 

that it implied— 
1st. That duty is neglected—being 

continually e d in the things of sense 
and of time, men defer the things which make 
for their peace, &ec. 

2d. The duty is imperative—be ready, you 
need it: God needs it—as you could not en- 
joy heaven unless you are holy, se God could 
not admit you into heaven unless you are 
hely. In the very nature of things you require 
to be fit for heaven before death, or heaven 
would not be open to you ; heaven would be 
a hell to a fiend from 1he bottomless pit, 
could he get into it : so would it be toa wick- 
ed man. [If you would enter heaven, there- 
fore, you must be ready for heaven, and this 
readiness is solely and entirely the work of 
divine grace within you. 

3rd. The duty is personal, be ye ready. 
God has no respect of persons, and death has 
none. Were you allowed to accompany the 
Coroner in his painful duty, and survey the 
piles of dead bodies, mangled and mutilated, 
thet have been recovered from that wreck, 
which hath thrown a pall over our goedly 
city : there you would meet a powerful illus- 
tration of the fact that, death is no respecter 
of persons. Go! look at that frightful scene 
of carnage, and there you see a fractured 
skull, and there a broken limb; here a black- 
ened countenance, there a mutilated body ; 
here a male, ther¢ a female ; here a parent, 
there a child ; and yonder, the ghastly mother 
clasping m death’s cold embrace the infant to 
her bosom.—Here you see all ranks and clas- 
ses of society. ‘I'he barristerand the banker, 
the merchant and the mechanic, the clergy- 
man and the contractor, the husbandman and 
the daily laborer, the virtuous young woman, 
and, it 1s to be feared, the abandoned victim 
of the seducer’s passion, all jumbled together 
in one fearful mass, and all cited in one 
dread moment to stand before God in judg: 
ment.—Though all fell by the same disaster, 
yet the summon of each was personal. 

4. The ge implies a great profit or a 
great loss. Much depends—everything de- 
pends on being ready, heaven depends upon 
it—hell depends on not being ready. Every 
one whom we address is ready for eternity, 
did the angel of death appear among us to- 
day, the man not ready for heaven, would 
certainly be ready for hell. In the terrible 
event which hath brought us together—we 
know some who fell were ready-—would to 
God we could think so of all. None were 
expecting it, yet some were ready. In that 
group of fellow-mortals we imagine we see 
some sitting in silence musing upon their be- 
loved families left behind them ; some half 

apprehen- 

| 
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ing them to repent ; and others bedewed with 
tears of filial regret for the loss of a patriar- 
chal and sainted father. All these in a mo- 
ment were plunged into the yawning gulph 
and amid one wild shriek, the immortal 
spirits, sdved or lost, appear before the tri- 
bunal of the living God; they that died in 
Christ welcomed into life everlasting, they 
that died out of Christ, driven from the pre- 
sence of God and of the Lamb. 

II. The reason assigned for the injunction 
* In such an hour as ye know not,” as God 
has concealed the time and the manner of 
our dissolution, but he has revealed the fact, 
and it may be easy to account for his con- 
cealing the approach of death from us. 
"1. Itis that we may be always in readiness 
for the adproach of death. 

2. Because there 1s no reason to believe 
thal our being apprized of the fact, would in- 
fluence us any more than the word of the 
gospel, and the warnings of providence, with 
which God is daily plying us. 
The Rev. Gentleman wound up his dis- 

course by an appeal, lst. to Christians, 
20d to unbelievers—so here *‘ the rod and 
the hand that wields it.” In his closing re- 
marks he urged upon all those in occupations, 
which necessarily exposed them to danger, 
to be continually searching for that grace, 
which alone enables a man to live to Christ, 
and to die in Christ, and in possession of 
which he cares ron what harbingers the 
last enemy may herald his coming—he can 
say ‘ Come quickly, Lord Jesus.” 

In the evening of the day, a united con- 
cert for prayer was held in Knox's Church, 
specially with a view to —— the death 
of the Rev. Mr. Booker. At this meeting 
there were present; Rev. E. Ebbs, Coupee: 
gational Minister, Rev. W. Ormiston, U. P. 
Minister, Rev. W. Stevenson, Primitive Me- 
thodist Minister, and Rev. Dr. Irvine, with 
their respective congregations. The whole 
of the above named gentlemen took part in 
the deeply solemn and affecting services of 
the evening, which consisted of psalmody, 
reading the scriptures, and confessory prayer. 

From the Colonia! Presbyterian. 

A REHEARSAL. 
It was certainly not nec for the “ Visi-- 

tor” to call to our recollection the passage re- 
garding profane and oid wives fables. Ours is 
nothing of that kind. Since the “ Visitor” does 
not or will not understand reason, we spoke to 
him in a parable. Nor was it at all necessary to 
give the preceding homily ef the * Visitor” on 
the difference between baptism and circumcision. 
We beg to assure the “ Visitor” that we under: 
stood the various points of difference before, and 
80 did alour Presbyterian ; readers but that the 
dissimilarity between the two ordinances is any 
ar, nt against the unity of God's church in 
Old and New Testament times, we have yet to 
learn, or that it is any reply to our position that 
since infants were in the church of old and have 
not since been expelled for jany offences that we 
wot of, they are there still. 

Before concluding what we have got to say on 
the point at present in dispute between the Visi- 
tar and ourselves, and ing on to the next 
point, viz., the mode of Baptism, we will present 
to our readers what we believe to be the scheme 
of the whole. By this,all will be ahle to discover 
wherein we agree, and wherein we differ. 

Both parties are ed that the baptism of 
adults who believe,is right, and in their case the 
same course is pursued by both-—not to administer 
the sacrament of baptism until a public profession 
of faith is made. Portions of Scripture, there- 
fore, proving the baptism of adults, cannot be 
advanced with any { by either party against 
the other, as they prove equally on both sides. 
This being common ground must in consequence 
be abandoned since we are at one on the paint. 

But through the whole of this controversy the 
Visitor has made an exceeding show of quota- 
tions from Scripture, proving what we do not 
don; that adults are required to make a 
pub ic profession of faith previous to baptism. 
The baa ag of the Jailor, the Eunuch, &c., 

ve clearly that adults are to profess faith be- 
ore baptismm—but they prove nothing against 
infants, The com is not given that infants 
are to believe and repent, and then, as was well 
observed by the “ Visitor,” in relation to infants 
not bein grog to starve since they are not 
pps, to work, neither are they debarred 
from baptism because they are not commanded 
to believe; and for a similar reason as was also 
admirably affirmed by the “Visitor,” they are not 
excluded from Heaven for want of faith, because 
they are not commanded or required to believe. 
But it is asserted by the Baptist that there is 

no express precept or example for the baptism of 
infants, and that they cannot beliéve and repent, 
and it is admitted by us that there is no express 
command or example that is by i indisputable 
of their ism. But neither is there an thing 

baptism. We defy the “ Visitor against th 
to show a single precept, or to quote a single 
exal that has a hightast ing against 

c nced with the offer of a reward, we will 
conclude with a similar offer, We engage 
pay him a hundred pounds if he will furnish one 
text which clearly or directly proves that infants 
are not to be baptized. Nay more, we will al- 
low him to b together, in the largest capi- 

g
 

tals, for which he seems to havea great fancy 
all the passages which he thinks has any bear 
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