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THE MISPECK YY URDER. 
TRIAL OF YOUNG SLAVIN, 
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7 nid set Me- 
’é hoovse on fire. ~ My father said that. 

recn said nothing. Patrick said nothing, ~My. 
ther ¢ ‘they kill ogg 

Buid ue bit him with the axe, rp killed 
lhe womar e said he killed the child- 

‘then. hear or Pat say any. 

.e wit was “He said he killed then 
the axe, Mother said mothing. He saul 
both after and before the money was couni- 

: mo! - Cc d Breen 
: Apa Ng Ag woods. 

not see. them hide him. They said they 
‘gelig 46 the woods ; father was present, 

took the 8 ~Phey staid ong 
came back. 1 went out to water the 
Fo mney with lb 65 Bacay 

| Moriing ; did not go in the woods myself. Saw] 
© mo with Pat that day. * He’ had ten pieces. 
| Baw thew. He had more in: the pocket book. 
4 uy H square ry one et x. a 

it. He opened the pocket book, hut dl (no! 

know I saw hun. I was in the bushes. That! Lar be wad ob canis back: “ho had gone 
: ond time to th Bushes, Ef lowed, saw 

& iim open pote book, take one piece out. 
Ts sel of book; he did not count the: 

3 he shut the book and put it 1n his pock- 
\e wag not many minutes gone. He then 
back and went down the road. 1 followed. 
Ww me He _went_towards the 

s ; David Hill was with him. d a | 
piece to ridehet ho vooll gp taka fa, David 
lifted it and was giving it to me, but I would no! 
/ take it. He reached it over to Pat, but do no 
mow if he t6ok it. Know Rogers’ gate, Did 
4 ves Bion with any money. Saw 1 go: 

Pe Did not sce Broen 
4 nda. 

Be 

£0 
[JERE Th 
Ig - 

“Bid ore him go inte the, 
: er pat the money i 

‘the chest. Did see it again, Breen went 

on Monday morning. 
on y. He cameback 

e Pattiot «ith aid halo was Dunn. Never saw Patrick «ith gol: re. 
To ei Sl 0 hd oe Pid On 

i Monday: at 8 or ry ee ge went 
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thom dfier father Went ol 
0 Ley of bili i toy 

as he likes. 161 lind been told by m 

(Satu 
+1 weit to bod half an hour after, | was not’ 
after I went to bed. Mad no watch or clock to; 

| a p 

they streek a light. 

J anybody of this. 

with him to town 1 do not know i 
we goné, unless he made me. Bat 

not inake Pat go. Pat did os he liked, Pat 
kn ws more than me. He ought to know. 
ii & o bed soon after dark. Thatn 

8 dark about five o'clock. I 

kituw the tune. [heard them when they e 
ouge. Pat said nothing. {gd 
‘#aid he got some “ehuthiey, 1 endld . He 

| sce'theém in the room where I slept when they 
passed, - It was allan one room, witha bi 

did. “There was no light when they came in,but 
wae no blood on them. 

Saw no bleod cor: clothes on Pat but those he 
went away with, Saw nothing of the pocket. 
book that night. Did not see Pat get the pocket- 
bonk from any one. "He gave it back to father 
and father gave ‘it him aga, Did not inform 

I fold. Gg paties my name was 
ay IRS told me to 

n.). "Phe sovereigns I saw 
Dunn. (By the J 
say my name w 
my father have were not] in the same purse as 

want | Be . was then brought in %) EEE EER r, 

can dresse 

Pi; Abey, wera, doing 

those Pat had, Pat took no part in this. Pat 
| seid there were a good pair of boots in the bag, 
but T did hot see him wear them. 1 'guees the 
carried the bag piece about. My father told Pat 
and Breen to bide the things. No one was out 

"with Pat when he was in the bushes. I was there, 
I was pihing. 1 watched to see if he had 
money. Father told me to see if he had money. 
I was a couple of bushes above him. It was not 
aver dix ‘rods from the house where Pat went in. 
Pat By pose me Rp Ages, per. I seen 
him. (Laughter in which, the prisoner; joined. 
The fo bude I saw. the 
hand. Father asked him 
My fith~r said thére was about fifty d in 
the pockét'book. I heard Pat calling them gold 
sovereigns. ‘He heard father caling thém so 
vereigns the night before. 1lc had seen sover- 
eigns before. He said so. Father: did not tell 
what! the valve of the sovereigns were. Did not 
hear futher tell Pat to go to the hushes when 
they left the house. 1 did ged a . What would 
Igo for? Breen left first and father and Pat 
weut together. 1 was brought hete, but 1 came 
into town myself, I lets ny brother in a neigh- 
bour’s house. 1 stopped in Carcol's in town.—I 
was in my father's house whenT said'my name was 
Dunn. I'saw two policemen mn the” house before 
{ left. Should know one of them, They asked 
me; where they were. 1 told them they bad gone 
to the woods. There were no promises or 
threats held out to me to make the statement 1 
have made here. 1 think it was Captain Scouller 
[ told they had gone.into the bushes. I saw him 
fterwards in town but not again there. 1swear 

BRB” Tid mot ay ho bas Bets root 
By a Juror. Pat did not say where he got the 

es. ; [He did not say where he got them,— 
am sure of that. 
Re-exainined by Mr, Watters. I had been to 

sleep after I went to hed on Saturday evening, 

pshet:back: in Pat's 
if he had any money. 

nd woke ap when they came io. It might haye 
een longer than twobaurs after I went to bed. 
Our house is a small log’house with only one par- 
tition in ‘it. Mother ran when they came in.— 
(By a Jurors: They had an axe with them. My 
ather had it,) They had butter with them in a 
cloth b : 
him. (By a Juror. It was my father's axe. I 
siould knowit. Isaw no blood on it. I did not 
look at it. . The handle is not cracked.) Afier 
my father ya for the book Pat went to the 
bushes for it and gave it him. Phe boots were 
long fine leather boots. Carrol’s are friends. | 
had there once before. Have learned the 
Lord’s er ; my mother taught me ; I have for- 

tten it ; [used to say my prayers al night.— 
at used to say his prayers. Mother called them 

raseals before she got the money ; she said no- 
thang after she got:the money. 
The boy gave bis evidence in the most decisive 

and straight-forward manner, prodacing a general 
impression favorable tots truth, , 

{ Testimony of Hugh Breen. 

-'Huen Burex'was called by the Solicitor Ge- 
ry gon 4 rn egy ong 1 crimi- 

ruled it = he vod that a 1 te Statue Hf fre 
with the nc. § of 'a'withess on the grotin 
of intany, and ‘#8 infamy" arose from crime, he 
cauld not exclude the: witness. | He bad well 

the cage, supposing icy had ben 

"Hes ‘tall anid staat, pro- 
-five “véurs of age. He La a 

i Apt : BS 
‘Slavin, ‘the: rT, and [was atthe: ning 

large ‘house. 
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itself. I think Pat.carried at. I saw | 

e | when I was to get 

d 
to 5 

£ fay’ Was np th frst plo Tw it to. W 
| to Knox's, 1 was a little i i 

bow m hT had atrmstel 
bei M 

put him then down cellar, down a few steps 
through a trap door, Cannot tell who hifted the 
trap door. After he put him down he took 
an id nation end brought him vp again.— 

you help ine says he to take him up again,” 
he on, i to get him to the head of the 
hg gs me tw help vm up, and I 
,. He . a notion to bri imu in an 

Jour and a half after wir eg ful he iy che 
dead; ‘he left him on he floor of the first 
room he had gone into, Then he goes up to-the 
house. During the hour and a half we were 
‘abeut the old (little) house, When we got to 

a | dwelling house Old Slavin wanted to go in; 
behind the parti Alp brad vo 5 th sae of 1 ce 2 AH 

Wey were in. I saw all they | me get a glimpse of her. I did this. He comes ’ 
1 and puts hie head half in at the door, and she 
(Mrs, McKenzie) was sitting on a small seat, 
with her baby in her arms. She says to me, “is 
she neir hand” (alluding to my wife.) Then he 
hid the axe behind his back ; he comes forward 
10 her.and struck her with the back of the axe 

{by the side of the head. The baby fell over 
against the stove, or edge of the fire place, I 
could not say which. ‘He hit her (Mrs. McK.) 
with the axe, a few thumps about the breast ; he 
hit the ehidrea then with the axe ; they were three 
or four of them, all standing crying round the mo- 
ther. He hit all the children with the axe. There 

y | wag po snc for a spell. Mrs. McKenzie did not 
cry ; after she was struck she monned considerable 
of a while. Prisoner was standing in the porch. 
He bad no hand 1 the murder, nor had I inyself, 
the old man did all. That is all I have to say 
about the murder. After it was over we shut the 
door. The dog happened to come in and it got 
some of the blood on him. We.shut up the doors. 
The murder was.over at 94 o'clock. Prisoner 

)| went in and looked at the clock. We could 
hardly teli the clock, and prisoner said he could. 
We went fo the yew trees below the house, sata 
little while, and” came up again; heard some of , 
the childrett moaning or something. - Went back 
again to the woods, stopped a er time, came 
up again; prisoner was fecling hungry, got some 
bread in the house, and went into the pantry and 
got some milk. Then Pat had the key belonging 
to the mowey ; took it out of McKenzie’s p «cket. 
The fataer could not put u hand nearit. He (old 
Slevin), went with the axe in his hand inside, and 
gave me the axe, and said if any one come along 
to slay them, and we will go inside. He and ms 
son went in. I thought I heard the iron chest 
Ties They: found: some noney in t= 
hey got the money, and we went down to 

the edge of the woods and sat a little longer.— 
That was about ‘eleven and a half o'clock. We 
came up py vag em said it og better to 
put. a coal in the lower, house first, as the 
might think the house ’ took gin yey 
burned all alive. His son got some matches in 
ree of the rooms, and gota Sh and lit it, 
"here-was a wm in the. oa 

was away, ry straw re The 
gon suid it was better to put a coal in this (in the 

| straw), and McKenzie was lying along side of 
the straw when it was hit. We put a coal, set 
the candle tothe straw, and that was all that was 
wanted, Ir caught before we left it. I expect 
it burnt. Says Slavin, we'll go to the upper 
house and set it a-fire. We went, and I took 
lock of straw, Pat (prisoner) had the matches and 
candle. ‘We set at a-fire, - We put the straw at 
the edge of the porch, and built some wood 
round and set it a-fire, The house catched and 
burned. I remained five minutes after this. 
We went home all of us, Not much was carried 
from the house. Some socks, some mittens, a 
woman’s dress, some yarn, some aprons, a beaver 
hat, a gold watch; a pairof boots, the prisoner 
took out of -‘McKenzie’s bed room There was 
Bathing. sie I know... There was money took ; 
fifiy odd pounds; I did not see it in anything ; 
Slavin threw it down on the table on Sunday 
morning. We got to.8lavin’s that night ; I could 
n>t say what tune. Had a conversation with the 
old man about three vecksago. A few days 
before it happ~ned old Slavin said to his son “If 

| you take my advice you will do well.” Pat was 
not an obedient boy : he covld not manage him 
at all, up nor down ; his father told him he want. 

‘led him to hold the candle for him, he said he 
did'not: want them to help bim in the murder, for 
if there were as many more there he could slay 
them; the boy sail ‘nothing ; fie was keen to £2 

{ there; I know. nothing ORR. ut -it. On the 
way ou} old Slavin said to the son and we, 
{*“back me the best way you can,” and for my 
own part I could not back him anything; [I said 
nothing ; I don’t mind if the boyisaid anything 3. 

11,saw the boy with money; I saw him wih a 
soverej n in his hand; that was on Sunda 
morning; T'saw u pocket book with him} do re. 8 
know what he did: with itjdare ‘say’ I might’ 
know. it again j could not actually say that is it, harp nose, & 4 He is | (the aie); it. night b is father tol 

lose shaved, and + rp ate Sa He was {th 0 oo bad iL oo. rte} his organ 

: 80, plug, ae lue, ¥ and | monaie) was in my isslon ; prisoner gave it 
tt. He glood facing the audience. | vo ma’; the policeman took it from me; the 61d 

| man gave me three sovereigns in my hand about 
ri an hour before we were took, and a quarter, 

| Cross examined, by. Mr, Wetmore, Mss. 
Slavin first gave me m oo ay after 
Obn TE whi (bo i orbits, "t 'vook 
‘thése to Knox's. Thad a quarter dollar and" 
a fewoe a Boy Fifi er that purse, 

one with 8 pub new. s 
said " dr A yg rer Be i Th aha 

He went in| nee Sunday morning. There wia'no/ 

a V u : 

on AT ot 
see my wife. Aw a married man. 

Can’ ue 
K thedral ; 
Kio he Git 

d not if ['was 
of at 

et at Gaynor’s Corner near 
ou heard of this matter of 
(No answer.) Had never 
ering Leat. Slavin and 

rday to kill McKenzie.and 
ad no chance, Slavimrwent 

all mght : I saw McKenzie 
ed with him aod told him I 

‘wife with me on Saturday 
there tozether in the house 
mory is perfectly good as 

to that ; can't ragallget the lust place [ was at 
a to aq Rimsay’s.” Do'not know 

Mrs Blackwell of Waterloo Strect ; She is no 
relation of mine. Do not know who she is at 
all; Do not klow where she lives, (Counsel per- 
sisted “nd prisoner said hc might ask for a 
month and hé would not answer.) [did give 
Mrs. Blackwell money about a month age. I 
have told you allabout. the murder and that 
isall [ am going to tell. 

Testimony of Old Slavin. 

Patrick Staviy, Sen. (Great curiosity was 
evinced to see this person.) He is a short, round 
shouldered ‘mud, aged about 60, with low fore- 
head, overhanging eyebrows, and peculiarly 
ghap d ears. 

night; We 
at the time; 

By Mr, gee. Am willing to tell the 
whole truth, Am father of this boy. He’s be- 
tween 15 and 16, as near as T can guess. Can- 
not read.or write, Was not in the habit of at- 
tend'ng public, worship. It is not more than a 
few weeks singe I have been ina place of wor- 
ship. Don’t Know as [ have been half-a-dozen 
times in a place of worship in the last halfidézeén 
re i Don? risoner can say his prayers. 
y is not of & bad disposition. He is of tender 

feeli Wi wag as tender, and I would be 
all right now. Knew Breen first when we worked 
on the railway,” Whe at Fredéricton. Saw Sally 
Golly. Wen at Breen's suggestion. Went to 
rob Sally Golly That was all the business I 
had. Mriie Sally Golly was talked of. If 
I had determined it, I-would have put it through. 
Failing, we roed. Breen pat me on to it. 1 
did not fail ‘him. She would have had a bad 
chance, Wentto McKenzie's with Breen; I 
suggested it. He was no backout. Said to him 
I thought we could make it do. I told him 
McKenzie was reported to have a good deal of 
money. He was willing to go. We returned 
from Fredericton. about a month or five weeks 
age. We travelled by land: We talked about 
robbing McKenzie pretty much all along. Squire 
Sharkey’s name was mentioned, but never thought 
of robbing bun. Mr. Corkery’s name was men- 
tioned as a'man carrying n good deal of money. 
on’t know, as I wouid have robbed him. When 
e, returncd, Ripon pped at my place.— 
atched it several 1imes over. Polley was liv. 

ing in McKenzies house. ‘We did not want to 
injure Polley: Dont kmow as 1 would n- 
terfered with Polley. A brother.in-law of Pol. 
ley’s. owed me five pounds. | heard he was 
going to leave the country ; got a capias for him 

Sharkey, and my "wile went up to Polley’s 
to hear about it. [and Breen went to McKen- 
zie’s and found Leat there. 1 enquired of Leat 
to find out whether he was going to leave, I 
ade this enquiry so that there might be less 
trouble ; Breen knew all thi e stopped a 
night with Leat, as much to find®ut wien he was 
foing to leave as any thing else. Breen said 

at's futher and mother were coming on Thurs- 
day. T guess that kept the murder back at that 
time. He would have had a bad chance, because 
he was in the way. It would have been 
against my own will, but 1 would have done 11. 
Saturday night we then went to McKenzies. Did 
pot tell my son that we were going to commit 
murder. He could not know my mind. Don’t 
remember asking them to stand at my back, be. 
cause I could put it through myself. 1 went to 
the house. Breen made the fire. 1 went in after 
it was made. The fire was not put out. We 
wanted to keep it going; my son might have 
been in and out. - Breen felched McKenzie at 
my bidding. I intended to take his life, and 
pothing else. I had the axe. I heard them com- 
ing down. My son was out and in. When 
McKenzic came in the honse I was in the upper 
réom. My son might have been in the house, in 
the kitchen; I was in the bed room; 1t was. dark. 
I did not tell my son at that time I was going to 
murder McKenzie ; McKenzie and Breen came 
down, and he stood in the ki‘chen, and I said 
nothing but struck him on the breast. He fell, 
That blow.did net kill him; I struck him five 
or six times, every where it was handy. 
Breen was standing right on the* flour; we 
stopped no great time, not half anhour. Do not 
remember seeing my son when I struck the blow. 
[expect he caipe.m os I killed McKenzie, hear- 
ing the bustle; search. d McKenzies body ; I 
did it ; [ searched all about him; we threw him 
into the cellar’ not a quarter of an hour after 
we killed him ; think the key dropped out of his 
pocket when we threw him in the cellar; the 
og da hold of the key. Breen and I went to 
the dwelling. I went in firs:. Breen showed 
me the way in; did nt take thé axe with me; 
Breén handed me an axe that wag standing at the 
door. [saw Mrs. McKenz e, there was a bright 
light ; she was, sittin on the chair with a child 
in her arms ; there were four children altogether ; 
1 did not spor bem struck her alongside the ear 
with the'axe ; she'struggled a good deals Istruck 
her. 16 or 15 times ; she died very hard ; the chil- 
Siren. armen 3 Breen came in and went out ; the 
children kept about the mother. I killed them 
with my own hand. We examined the house. 
We get about a hundred pounds in money, all in 

I ransacked the chest. We found no notes. 
i gold was in a purse. There was no money 
a beaded purse. It was ina cloth purset, 

idin (the yellow bag.) The portemonie was 
got there. My boy was just khocking abot to 
keep watch. ' ‘That was all [ took him for. -After 

| the murder we yent out and liad something to eat. ay 
I guess 

ho took it out, Breen and I talked over 
1g fire. "The lower one wasset fire 

56 wo did it in partnership. T guess we both 
set tha other on fife. ‘Me and him did it inpart-1 

frat. | EY 

vereigns, He had no paper money. He got the 
purse a day or two after. Ile came totown Mon. 
day night. Hehiad the bead purse away to town 
with him. Have three little beys. Second is 
about ten. Third about seven or eight. The 
fr has as much sense as Pat. This boy 
ss not sense or reason for or] _— It 1s 

as much as a bargin if he k right from wrong. 
I have beat bora someue TYevere enough. 5 
am very sever:, cruelly severe. The boy had 
not the idea of perpetrating a murder, It he had 
refused to go I would have made him go slick. 
He knaw what I wanted I would have carried 
out. He is tender-hearted. “He “wont to” the 
woods with us. From the murder he did not 
look the same .in my eye as he looked - before. 
Think the old woman took the things to the 
camp. When we went, do not know if the bo 
accompanied or followed us, I am satisfied 
shall be executed for this crime. I am satisfied 
with that. Knowing my doom, I declare I have 
told the truth. I never intended to escape. We 
did not “represent” to go properly. 

Cross-examined by the Solicitor-General.--- 
Never saw prisoner at a place of worship. fave 
known his mother to teach him his prayers. 
Have heard him saying them. - She was inclined 
to teach him. Patrick might have heard me-and 
Breen talking about the murder. Never told 
him to go particularly. He went with us on the 
Thursday we had planned to commit the rob- 
bery. He might have had his own opinion what 
we were going for. He might have heard our 
conversation, He had an idea of what we were 
about. We were going to murder the concern 
and rob them. We did not let him hear the 
worst of the things. I think I had an axe 
with ‘me and brought it home again. 1 only 
fetched an ax» there once and brought it home 
again. My son might know that Leat was lum- 
bering the way there. I guess he might suspect 
that. Can’tsay [ sta'ed that to him ; I might have 
done. Next saw Breen on Friday at Knox's. 
It was understood we should go on Satur- 
day night. My son had gone home ; it was on 
Saturday we arranged to go. Don’t recollect 
my son being with as when wo were planning. 
I dil not think it answered to to let any one but 
ourselves know what was going on; remained at 
Knox's till 8 or J o'clock on Saturday, and did 
not go back that day. I, my son, and Breen 
started together at mght to McKenzies, . On the 
road of course Breen and | talked of the object 
of our going. metimes he was walking with 
us, and someti hehind vs; could not say if 
my sun knew our objeety think he won!d as soon 
not have gone; he did not refuse, it was no use. 
Breen was expected at McKenzie’s that night 
with his wife, He had trysted (promised) to be 
there. McKenzie did not expect me. 1 and my 
son kept out of sight. My son might have been 
in the house before McKenzie came over, but 
could not say. I said Breen’s wife was on hand 
‘when I struck McKenzie. Breen stood.en one 
side to allow me liberty to strike the blow, 
There was too La bustle to notice passing 
words. The boy did not know what key it was. 
[ put my hands in McKenzie’s pockets, because 
1t was said that he was in: the habit of carryin 
a hundred pounds. The boy might have put his 
hands in his pockets. Can't say whether he did 
orno. I gave no directions to my son to go with 
us to the other house. Breen showed me where 
to go, and Breen stood back when I went in. 
Mrs. McKenzie and Breen spoke a few words 
before | went in. * I, made some remark, but do 
not recollect what it was. I searched the house. 
Breen and my son could do nothing, they were 
that frightened. There was not much blood on 
the floor. My son looked at the clock and told 
me the time. Between the two houses we talk- 
ed of killing the woman. [I did not tell my son 
to da Suything. I told them neverto doanything 
of the kind while they were alive. I said I have 
got all to answer for. [told them so because 
they were not fit for it. ~My son I suspect came 
in when we were searching the house. I took 
charge of the money. J thought I was best en- 
titled to it. The chest was full of books and pa- 
pers which I strew-on the floor of the house. I 
suspect they were all burned. We were disap- 
isons mn not finding more money. I put the 
re to the bed. My son might have done so too. 

I set fire to the upper house. The children were 
all dead at that time. Before the fire we heard 
some lamwnents, They were all dead before 
the hcuse was set fire. Dreen assisted me 
to pnt fire to the upper house. 1 put the 
candle in the straw and left it there. We 
helped each other to carry the things home. 
Paid no attention to my son Johnny, he might be 
sitiing or lying, Before we weut, did not tell 
my wife where we were going, or what we were 
going about, She never would have been con- 
cerned in such a thing ; she always set her face 
‘against the likes ; she did not ask me where I 
got the money ; 1 gave Patrick the packet book, 
there was nothing in it; I asked him for it again, 
he gave it to me; there was nothing in it, and I 
gave it back to him. Prisoner would disobey 

1e if he got liberty ; he was at school a year; 
lately he has been hired out short spells.” He 
worked on the railway, and Hanlon did net pay 
him. James has as much wisdom and knowledge 
sa.Pati dobnns. is as wise as any of them. I 
suppose Patrick did not know the error of what 
we were doing that night; he ‘Lad ‘that uch 
knowledge that we were doing wrong ; I thought 
it foolish of hm to throw money along the 
road, yet I threw it on the table, and ho took 
some. Helas been a kind of  plothering” since 
the murder. He has an idéa of what is wrong. 

bet had no idea. of clearing. 
cleared if U'd like, there is no, mis 
On the Thursday we saw Leat. 
there. I spoke to hhmand he 

yr son; ’t thi pW anythi 
‘Re-examined by Bir We 2 7 

boy to _work 

ke to me. 

the lot. 

in. Did not see him examining the pockets, I 

He is ‘not as wise as some boys I see of his age, 
nothing like it. We had time enough to escape, 

I could have 
> in that. 
én was 

The 

about hin. 
risouer was 

0" ut a kind of light and fool- 
think Johnny will be the smartest boy of 
Saw my son fumbling about McKenzies | 

body, ‘should not wonder if he did pur his hands 

Te 

\ sion to remark on the strong necessity of education, 
secular and religious, to prevent the growth of erime. 

With the exception of some doubt which they might have 

about the boy's taking the key from the body of Me- 

, Kenzic, there was not a single circumstance to convict 

| the boy with these murders, and even this circumstance 
! did not tend to prove the charge in the indictment, for 
| the key, if taken, was taken after the murder. ' True he 
| helped to ogery¥away the things stolen, but that, 
i ) robbery, was not murder, and it was competent 
bes tthe jury to direct that the prisoner, if nitted of 

| the murder, should be §¢i. d for t .e robbery. would 
{ eall their atfention to the man this boy bas had for » 

" tutor through life, a man who said he had never ¢)m- 

" m tted murder before, but who certainly must have been 
wo gg 7g guide before these murders were oom 

"mitted. He then proceeded to comment on Infamy, In- 
sanity, and Coercion, as exhonerating from erime, ap- 

| plying each division 'to the peculiar condition and 

| gircumstances of the prisoner. He commented om the 

! evidence of Mr. Rowan, who had been in the prison, and 
{ listened to the conversation of the boy. r. Rowan 
| had judged him ae if the boy were brought up in the 
{ sountiry from which he (Mr. Kerr) and Mr. Rowan’s 
father came. He had judged him as though he were 

{ educated in Scotland, where education was given with- 
{out charge, where children were taught the Lords 
| prayer, and more than learned it, knew the mean- 
ing of it. This was obviously unfair to the boy. 
A boy so brought up, distinguigiiing between right and 
wrong, might have said, * Noj father! I will not go 
with you. I will even prevent you from going; for I 
will go 10 Justice Hawks. I will go to the ne ‘rest Jus- 
tice of the Peace to tell him you are about to commis 
murder, and I will prevent you from the crime.” Was 
this boy of sufficient capacity to do this? Thereis not 
one of you, gentlemen of the jury, who will pretend to 
say this prisoner had that knowledge of right and 

learned counsel then commented on the evidence of the 
th rty-three witnesses produe d on the trial. With regard 
to those who simply related the murder, he need say 
nothing of them, for no one disputed thai, he would 
piss it by. Ho remarked on theevidence of Breen and 
Slavia, and drew particular attention to the evidence, of 
Mr. Thomas, in which he said the boy had.‘ an igno- 
rant vacancy of mind.” Having gone through the 
whole of the testimony, heasked them what they were 
going todo? Was there anything before them (0 show 
that this boy went 10 the house of the murdered man, 
with malice aforethoucht? He contended that there 
was nothing at all. But if their consciences brought 
them to the conclusion that, without a doubt the pri- 
roner was guilty, let them convict him. Let them not 
send up a recommendation to mérey, let them not suf- 
fer a recurrence of that two (regnent course, the remis- 
sion of the sentence after it had been passed, but let 
them carry out their dusty manfully. He then drew a 
vivid pieture of the condition of the family of the pri- 
soner, and of the blasted prospects of the prisoner 
himeelf, even if acqnivied, and concluded by calling on 
them to render a merciful verdiet, guoting from the 
Merchant of Venice, the address of Portia (— 

The quality of mercy is not strained ; 
It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath : itis twice hlessed ; 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes : 
Tis mightiest in the mightiest ; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than hiscrown ; 
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 
The attribute to awe and majesty, 
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear «f kings ; 
But mercy is above this sceptred sway, 
Itisenthroned in the hearts of kings, 
It is an attribute to God himself ; 
And earthly power doth then show likest God’s, 
When mercy seasons justice. 

Attorney General’s Address. 

He said it had been his lot to address different au- 
diences, and to prosecute for all sorts of crimes. Two 
years ago he came to. the City and County of St. 
John, and it became his duty to prosecute offen- 
ders’ for rape, for arsom, an 
the extent of crime involved in the charge under 
their consideration presented a scene entirely un- 
paralleled in the history of criminal justice. Great 
responsibility rested upon him and bis colleague 
in this mat er, and both were impressed with anxiety 
before God, and before the country firmly and faiihfully 
to discharge theirduty. From information placed be- 
fore him at the very outset of this affair, informa- 
tion ennrely independent of that conveyed in the pub- 
lic papers, he had been appalled at the horror of this 
event; and he must say, that, with his learned friend 
the B.licitor General, he had determined from the first 
10 ferret out every fact which bore upon this most ex- 
irnordinary case. The prisoner at the bar had had all 
those advantages which the institutions of our counmry 
gave to a person in his situation ; he ha! the advantage, 
of being defended by able and indefatigable counsel; 
such a defence he was rejoiced to say was always thrown 
around the poorest in the land, who came into 

“| that Court, and if the prisoner had been the great- 
est Nabob from the farthest East, he could have 
been no better defended, however great... The pri- 
soner then being well and mercifully cared for 
they had to addiess themselves to the case as it 
stood before them, and here he would ask them; to 
throw out of eonsiderat’on all outside concerns, to 

and with a single eye to justice to deliver their ver- 
ict o (1 that testimony, tried by 

tiny. If in this vast desert of crime the jury could find 
one oasis of doubt he prayed them to give the prisoner 
the benefit of it; if in all the sea of guilt they could 
find a single spot whereon uncertainty could be enter- 
tained, let them give the prisoner the benefit of it. 
The learned counsel for the defeuce had made some 
remarks which were not altogether n cessary with res- 
pect to their calling the prisrner Breen as a witness 
against the youth at the bar. It was'not w.thout gress 
condideration on the part of himself and his learned 
friend, in view of th. awful oendition of Hugh Breen, 
prepared as he was sosoon to go before the most 
righteous Judge, that he had called that criminal before 
them. But they felt that the scenes of murder were 
unheard of, were most barbaric, scenes that he believed 
were unparalleled abroad, and he knew were unequalled 
in this ul land, and he felt that he must 
divest h of all feeling and. adhere strictly 
to the ends of justice. He. did not know what t 
have passed over the minds of the jury, but he felt 
every particle of evidence shoidld be brought before 

| them, 80 that every fact apd eo pope within the 
power of the crown to adduce shoa be testified to for 
their benefit, | It had. been said also that they had 
brought Breen tut had not brought Slavin. Thst 
was true, but Slavin had not been c by the crown 
out of tenderness to the prisoner, whose counsel he 
was aware would call him if the Crown did not, and 
by that means the; father w not in his last mo- 
ments appear pitted against his child = The case be- 
fore them was ene of extrao crime. In reality 
it was not one crime only, but-a multitude 3 Ames, 

"| though he had thought it best to include in t 
ighest eharge of MurpER. Upon the A and 

icitor General devolved a responsibility of the 
est kind, and they hall 
thoroughly. ‘They had therefore brought bef 
a great array of witnesses, though in 5 the 
guilt or innocence of the prisoner at the bar, to 
of their testimony was it necssary for tim to allude. 
They had brought witnesses to show the last time 
MeKenzie was scen alive, the time the prisoners left 
their house, the time it was fired, in short every fact 
which should illustrate this transaction in every ; 
sible Sy The murders, the robbery 
ing thrown almost every 
state of alarm, and men began 
were such creatures ge 5 

oured'to do their duty 

g 

z,
 

: t Mrs. | nership. Tlie boy did pothing. unless 1 allows 
dedoe. | Blackwell's in Waterloo Street. t say | him. “Th wg rd Jpg 5 It is | did not tell. my boy what we were going to do. 
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wrong which wou'd have led him to do this. The, 

for larceny, but now # 

give car only to the testimony before them, andintént-"" 

the most riged scru- - 

them 


