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h, he thought much of religion, and especi-
of the condition of his own immortal soul.
hat period, it was a day of spiritual darkness
ie locality where he resided ; and as he some-
>s listened to the pious conversation of the
iy, who were led to “sigh and cry for the abo-
ations” that deplorably prevailed in the land,
also sighed and even prayed for a day of Re-
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LETTFR ON REV IVALS

\From Rev. Asahel Nettleton to Dr. Lyman
Beecher.

In the year 1829, Rev. I;yman Beecher, D. D.,
wrote of Dr. Nettleton,-as follows :—¢ Mr. Net-
tleton has served God, and his generation, with
more self-denial, and constancy, and wisdom, ;nd
success, than almost any man living, ‘T witn

ed his commencement, and knew his provreu 1

and the relative state of things. Considering

Christ in this time, in general, appear to have
run well. Hitherto, I think’ they have exhibited
more of the Christian temper, and a better ex-
ample, than the same number who have profes-
sed religion when there was no revival.  With
hundreds of these I conversed, when anxious for
their souls, and afterwards when rejoicing in
hope. Some of them I have followed through
life, and down to the grave. If genuinereligion

others. He appeared well, with the exception of

he had been a little inelined to intemperance. In
the judgment of charity he had reformed, and
become a new man.
panions, prayed in his family, and appeared to be

much engaged in religion, and continued for a
number of months to adorn his profenxon

#&, only for his health.

until he dishonored the cause of religion. He

outshone the latter. I have not made a particu-
lar estimate, but from what I have seen, I do be-
lieve that the number of excommunications from
the latter, is more than double, in proportion to
the former. And I find, all along, that more ex- t
communications have taken place in consequence t
of intemperance, than for any other sin.
A Mr. H

He forsook his wicked com- | T

But | presumptuous sins.’

ded that he ought not to profess religion.

ficient evidence of his own repentance or conver-
sion, and his hope is a spider's web. Brother
preached an excellent sermon, not long
since, from these words: *Cleanse thou me from
secret faults ; kccp buck thy scrvant also from |

“The person who has drunk to exs

ARY SOCIETY OF BRUSSELL ST. BAP-

TIST CHURCH.
The Officers and Board of the Brussell Street

his their third Annual Report, desire to record
heir humble gratitude to Almighty God for his

protect.mg care over them, and his blessings be-

towed upon their feeble efforts to advance his

If he |

this circumstance, that previous to his conviction, | tannot be willing to do this, he can have no suf-

In the class of presump- |
began by slow and cautious steps to sip ¢ lit- | tuous sinners, he placed the persons of intempe-
Though not drunk, he | rate habits,
becanie foolish, and this led on to other things, | cess, and has becen warned, cannot venture to
drink again, at all, without sinning presumptu-

There have been 14 persons joined the Society
within the past year, making the number of the
Socmty at present, 89 members. Your Board on
the 31st of July last, organized a Sewing Circle,
for the purpose of adding to the funds. They
“have held 44 Meetings ; have been liberally pa-
tronized, andhave completed work to the amount
of £5 0s. 4d.—£4 14s. 1d. of which have been
collected and paid into the funds of your Sc-
ciety.

(“Iltme}yé c%ecwved ({an the %at

£1 1 5
Amount recvived from Mrs. Masters.
Missionary Box,
Interest on Cashin Savings Bank,

13 38
110 6

Baptist Juvenile Missionary Society in offering | Amount collected by Mxmoncry at§ 18 56

Bridge,

™

£101 10 3

Moneys Expended last Year.
July 7 Pd G.W. Day, Printing, 0 6 0

Wi rREL p e 8 church, was thought to have experienced religion

al—:hellevmg $hat. 1. Hpd Shows visls St ro is not found in revivals, I have no evidenee that it |in L in the days of your predecessor. He e A . your last Aunual Meeting .there was Aug 4 “ Bethel Sab, School. 2 18 3

n with a work of grace, he would be evange- |’ ’ ’ 4 y p no Missionary in your employ, but since then

' . Erash ists in our world. Some few, indeed, have dis- | was a promising active young man: much beloy- . ’ [ Oct 4 “ Rec. Sec’y for Books, 4 0

convicted and savingly converted. Though | *** ' ’ P ) young j the Rev. E. B. Demill has been employed, and s
¥, PNy G Mok honored their profession, hive opened afresh the | ed and highly csteemed by Christians, and never . ’ ‘“ ¢ Missionary Salary, 82 10 0

'se religious tendencies of his mind were ha- proie ’ P ghly « Y : ’ commenced his labors on the 13th of September, .

ual, and sources, at times, of deep seriousness | Younds of the Saviour, and caused the hearts of suspected of intemperance, until about a ¥®4r | and has remained in the employ of your Board Marsh Bridge Church, 2 8 o£88 5 s
ld intense, anxiety ; yet they were not suffici- !ns friends to bleed. . Bunyan says, “If at any | since. The disclosure of this fact not only griev= |, o present time, with the exception of the o
' tly subduing and porent to lead him to the | Hime Theard of such instances of apostacy among|ed Christians, but surprised and astonished [ = .. of Febuary iast. A church has been orga- | Balance on ‘hand, £13 4 11

koss ; for while he thought of death, judgement
hd eternlt), in secret places, he still mingled in
hose vain and worldly amusements, which too
lnuch predominated among his youthful associ-
ates. He had often listened, while pious persons
were speaking of their christian experience ; and
in this way he had imbibed an idea of the spi- |
ritual process of genuine convietion and conver-
sion. This idea, in fact, became amental theory, |:
which, at some future time he expected to expe-
rimentally realize.

those who have hopefully been benefitted by my
ministry, I feel worse than if T had followed one
of my own natural children to the grave.” 1

have.lost near and dear relatives, but the tidings private.

of which Bunyan speaks had sometimes struck
me with a deeper sadness. Of the few who have
finally apostatized, you may wish to know the
icause. 1 have made particular inquiry, ‘and find
that the declension of some has-commenced with
an undue conformity to the world ; but the sin of
intemperance has caused more trouble, and done
more dishonour to the cause of Christ, than any

everybody. Though he was not suspected of"in-
temperance, it was afterwards ascertained that 15
he had been in the habit of drinkiag a little, in
This is one method of covering sin. t
Whoever does it, is” privately working out the "
ruin of his soul. But Mr. H—=made a public
his reformation. This, I said, was about a year
ago. When 1 was last in N , he called at
Srother T—"s on, an evening visit. It was
evident he had been drinking. The next day e
Brother T-—— warned him in the most solemn

nized at the Marsh Bridge Station composed of
The prospect is very encouraging, |
though it required much bard labor to build up

5 Members,

he cause in that locality, as owing to the depres-
ed state of business, wany families have moved

away, and many of those remaining are connect-
confession, appeared penitent, and all rejoiced in od with

which

other denominations, leave

but little material to work with in building
up a Church. Notwithstanding all those difficul-
ties the church is incicasing and the congrega-

ion, gradually filling up; there is a flourishing

The officers for the ensuing year are as follows :
Frederick Lugrin, President.
Daniel A. Vaughan,

Francis A. Everett, > Vice Presidents.
Joseph Read, Jr.,

Freeman M. Wiscom, Recording Secretary.
Guildford S. Read, Corresponding Secretary.
Geo. Keans, Assistant Corresponding Sec'y.
Henry L. Everett, Treasurer.
The Board of Managers are as follows :

Rev. Samuel Robinson,

Mr. Zebulon Estey,

Al Yokt B Tl bt ‘of 1898, et ol Sabbath School in connection with this station,
gth,in t ’ and is increasing rapidly, at present there are on

other vice that can be named. Though some | manner, but all to no purpose. He was past/ “ A. W. Masters,

‘menced in Aylesford one of the most remarkable
and powe~ful works of grace, with which Nova ||
Scotia was ever visited—a work that continued
for years, extending in all directions, and impart- |,
ing the blessings of salvation to multitudes.

Brethren R. W. Cnninghdm, I. E. Bill, Ezekiel
| Masters, and R. B. Dickey were then young in_
the ministry ; and they were prominently active

in the promotion and extension of this wonder-

have confessed, and doubtless repented of their
isins, yet few if any excommunications have hi-
‘therto taken place, for any crime except intem-
Iperance. I have heard from S - county,
ithat of the hundreds who professed religion there

jtwo years ago, a few only have been called to a

public confession, and these have been restored. .

I have heard of but one excommunication. He
(was an acqaintance of mine, a man ebout thirty-

fear, and past shame, and all have given him up
as lost. e had accomphshed his ruin by drink-
ing in private, before his friends had any chance
to prevent it. I could name a number of indivi-
duals, in different towns in this btate whose |,
case is similar to his.

Now, my brother, what shall be done? I do
not ask what shall be done to reclaim those who
have so grievously offended. For these, I fear,

1

good Library, but requires replenishing.
afternoon Meetings at the Bethel have been kept !,
regularly every Sabbath, the congregation being

he books the names of 105 Schollars, and 13

Teachers, and show an average attendance of 97
Schollars and 12 Teachers.
numbers of the “ Family Casket,” and 50 of the

They distribute 50

‘Youth's Penny Gazette,” monthly. Tkey have a
The

“ Jas. E. Masters,

“ William J. Wright,

“ Frederick A. Esty,

* Thos. P. Davies.
There has been consideiable more labour per-
formed than the foregoing report shows, as your
Missionary has frequently secured an Assistant,
in order to keep up the services each Sabbath
which has not been embodied in his reports.

composed of members of the surrounding church-

| ful Revival. Gospel truth was like a fire in their . . ;
es and congregations, the increase (if any) has

ve years of age, in the town of M
souls ; and the message of God to the perishing,

This case is al-

He | nothing ordinarily can be done.

CHOICE PEBBLES.

|
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which they uttered with fervency of spirit and ¢ x-_
temporaneous fluency of speech, produced mighty
results. Brother Randall was among the con-
verts ; and although his experience of religion at
the time did not altegether harmonize with his
:owp pre-conceived theory, he.was, baptized by
Father Ansley at Aylesford on the 2nd of Febru-
ary 1829. Soon after, he removed to Nictaux,
and united with the Church there, which was then
under the joint Pastorate of the late Rev. T. H.

Chipman snd L E. Bill, - Brosher Randallimme-
diately took quite an active part in the public re-
ligious services, which were then frequent and
deeply interesting. ~His gifts for prayer and ex-
hortation were highly acceptable ; and his more
discerning brethren were not slow in perceiving
that he was destined *for .more enlarged useful-
ness in the Church. In August 1831, he mo-

ed with the belief that it was his duty to preach
the Gospel.. ‘their approval, he then com-

as anxious with others ; his conversion was con-
sidered intercsting ; and at the time he professed
igion, it was thought that his habit was broken.:

But before I left that place, he ventured to drink
a little. - On a public occasion, he became bois-
terous, and charged one man with lying, and that
led on to an angry dispute, in which all present
conddered him the aggressor.  This was soon
uoiled through the place. It gave a general
shock to all the young ¢converts. I well remiem-
ber the effect. Each one began to tremble, lest
he too should be left to wdund the cause which
was to him dearer than life. T shall not forget
what tenderness of conscience the young con-
verts manifested.  Each one seemed to tremble
wost of all for himself.  The next morning Mr.
H~——— became sober, ang now he became ex-

ad been a little inclined to intemperance.  He | most hopeless.

My inquiry is, what shall be
done to prevent the future disgrace of the cause
of Christ?. The only evidence of repentance in
such a case is, A CONTINUED COURSE OF ENTIRE
ABSTINENCE FROM INTOXICATING DRINK OF EVE-
RY KIND.

As for those who think they have experienced
a change, if their habits are bordering on intem-
perance, we ought to be cautious how we admit
them to a public profession. 1f they have been

i

toxication, however clear in other respeets, this
circumstance alone renders the,evidence of their
conversion very doubtful. From what I have
seen, I do believe that no class of persons are
more likely to be decrived with false hopes, than
are such. If, while under conviction, a person
allows himself to sip a little to raise his sinking

bers 150 Volumes.
in the habit of drinking freely, though not to in-| TRere have been collected by the School,£5 9 11

And exFended for Books, Paper, E

said and done.
in the morning  was, that he had' “bhorod re-

ceedingly chagrined on remembering what he hed spirits, he is sure to grieve away the Spmt of
He told me that his first thought | God.

I could fill sheets with the relation of facts, all

hgion, and he could not bear to be seen. He | which lecd to the conclusion, that persons of in-
menced ﬁnMd‘ the Christian Ministry. His | was almost tempted w leave his family and temponte habits, though deeply convicted, are
first efforts, if not wholly failures,” were not con- | friends, and abscond. = He, ‘however, confessed | far more likely to rest in a false hope than others,

splqum.uly encouraging. - He persevered, how- his fault, and appeared penitent. ‘But, sad to re- | However distressed a person of this character
ever, and succeeded, ui‘.ﬁ.h giving general | late, he drank again : and as I bnhn inform- | may have been, or however joyful in hope, I think
satisfaction ; and was by the | ed, is now cut off. we may get it down as a probable sign of a false
Nictaux Church in A“'JQ& !t'u four | - All. !‘-s-——-,in tb“tovnoll«-—-—— was conv-don,i!he allows himulnolah a single

hois g A.'*?I“ B!
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not been apparent.

Your Board have organized a Sebbath School
n connection with this station during the past

year which at present numibers, 59 Schollars and
11 Teachers, with an average attendance of 38
Schollars and 8 Teachers.
numbers of the “ Family Casket,” and 50 of the

They circulate 75

¢ Young-Reaper,” Monthly. The lerary num-

At the Afternoon Meetings, 511 6

Total £11 1 5

‘uel, Light, &c., 11411
£ 6 6

The labour performed by your Missionary is
as follows :—

522 Families visited; 87 Sermons preached
and 55 Meetings for prayer and exhortation.—
22 Baptised and added to the Church at the
Bridge, and several others convicted ; but being
connected with other denominations, did not see
it their duty to be Baptised. The Correapondmg
Secretary and the Tract Committee have cireu-
lated 3,169 pages of Religious Tracts, and 2,411
numbers of Sabbath School papers, lunng a

Leaving a halance of

You are to accept as a christian every one whose
life and disposition are Christ-like, no matter
how heretical the denomination may be to which
he belongs. Wherever you find faith,

righteousness, and love, and joy in the Holy
Ghost, you are to look upon them as the stamped-

coin of Christ’s kingdom, and as legal tonda
from God to you.

I have heard men teach that God has a right
to glorify himself, and to appropriate everything
to his own delight—a doctrine which is shocking,
and which represents him as living in almighty
selfishness. "Can we believe that he sits, self-
poised, in eternity, admiring his own perfections
and singing his own joys, when, agaifist this,
with regard to man, the whole Bible fulminates ?

It is neither the vote nor the laying on of hands
that gives men the right to preach. One’s own
heart is authority. If one wishes to, and can, let
him, though all church courts forbid. If he can-
not preach to edification, he is not authorized,
though all the ministers in Christendom ordain
him. Any one who has a bell in him, that, ring-
ing, will ring with “ Holiness to the Lord,” is a
preacher. e o«

Evil communications
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