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A book for the little ones which we can safe- 

ly recommed to all mothers. It is written by an 
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lady in a stylé which canto fail to in- 

It would be a great advantage to us as Bap- 
tists to become hetter acquainted with the char- 
acter and labours of those noble men who in 

He was however soon subjected to a severe 
trial. At a church meeting, Aug. 7, 1749, (the 
year after his ordnstion,) two of the members of 
his church declared that they had embraced the 
Baptist principle. “ This led to much discourse 
on the subject, and sundry of the brethren were 
willing to follow their example. They adveca- 
ted the opinion that plunging is the right way 
of baptism, and that infants are not qualified for 
this ordinance. The question thus introduced 
became a prominent topic of thought and of de- 
bate. Bitter clashing and contention followed, 
by which the remaining life of religion was de- 
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of the Church met for conference, they were 
afraid to speak their minds freely lest offence 
might te given ; and this fear led to an unbrother- 
ly shyness. Hence for filteen months before 
they desolved, they could not agree to. meet at 
the Lird’s table, and some of the members went 
back lo the churches with which they were pre. 
v connected.” 
Ina letter written by Mr. Backus to his mother 

dated Jan. 26th, 1756, he says :--“By long experi- 
enc and a more thorough search of God’s word, 
I mn convinced that it is peither agreeable 
no; expedient for those who differ so wide- 

Bill of Rights so amemled, that Church and 
State were separated in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, and soul.-liberty, as maintained 

by Roger Williams and the Baptists of every 
age, finally and perfectly secured.” 
Mr. Backus gained considerable distinction as 

a writer, Besides a number of printed sermons, 
memorials, petitions and addressses, he was the 
suthor of a valuable church history in three vo- 
lomes. which is soqn to be repgblished by the 
Backus Historical Society. “His volumes are a 
full store house of events, indispensable to every 
one who would und-rstand the true history of 
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and agreed on in London, and introduced into 
this House ; but so determined were the local 
Government to defeat the measure, that they at 
once sent off the late Judge Ftreet to try fo get 
Lord Glenelg to break the bargain agam. Se 
Messrs. Crane and Wilmot had to leave at mid 
winter, cross the ocean, and fight the battle a 
second time. But Mr. Street was defeated, and 
the Governor was directed to assent tothe Bill. 
This he refused to do ; so the House passed a 
resolution against him, and he resigned, and the 
Bill was sanctioned by Sir John Hervey. No 
man regretted more than I did, the unfortunate 
course pursued by the brave Sir 
Campbell,—a man of many virtues and Ile nt 
qualities, but unacquainted with civil and pohti- 

former times sdccessfully advocated our distin- 
guishing views of Bible truth. We might there- 

'| by be incited to the attainment of the same ardent 
piety, the same spirit of self-sacrifice, and the 

same consistent zeal that gave them their moral 
power. We have no occasfon for being ashamed 
of our history. We have had men whose stern 
integrity, indomitable perseverance, and heroic 
courage made them prominent in their owh deno- 
mination and gave them commanding influence in 
exposing the errors and removing the evils of 

"the age in which they lived. Such a man was 
the Rev. Isaac Backus. A good service tothe 
cause of truth has been done by Gould & Lia- 
coln of Boston in publishing recently “ The Life 
and Times of the Rev. Isaac Backus,” by Aloah 
Howey, D.D. The author was requested by the 

| councillors of the Backus Historical Society to 
od prepare this volume, and he has done it well. It 

exhibits great candor in the statement of facts, 

stroyed. All the evil was traced by one party 
to the Baptist principle, and by the other, to fear 
and resistance of the troth.” 

For a time Mr. Backus strove not to meddle 
with the new doctrine. But he could not exclude 
the subject utterly from his thoughts. He soon 
began to give it close attention. * At length 
this conclusion suddenly came into his mind, 
namely : the Baptist principles are certainly right, 
because nature fights so against them. The next 
day he felt a secret | urrying on to preach on the 
subject ; which he did in the afternoon, taking 
for hus text Romans 6 : 4, and maintaining that 
none have any right to baptism except believers, 
and that immersion seems to be the only correct 
mode,” 
Soon after this premature discourse, occasion- 

ed by a hasty decision, he concluded that the 
doctrine maintained in his sermon must be wrong 
because he found that sudden darkness filled his 

a charitable spirit in recounting the wrongs done mind, and he went back to his former opinion. — 
a and perf in pre-| 11s strove to dismiss all anxiety and inquiry on 
ws into Tone Beinn was the subject, nd to treat infant baptism as an or- 

| og investigation. Was! dinance of the gospel. He found this, however, 
JN THE! born in Norwich, Connectiout, Jan. Oth, 1724. impossible. Baptist sentiments spread among 

1} He wasbrought 6 » shving knowledge. of the, svbers of his church, some of whom were: 
wet| tTth* Aug. 24th, 1711, doting the memorsble |\ ised'at one time during his absence of a fei 

of Hia| Period of the great awakening” which com-| yoqyy from Tiheut, 
| menced in.1740 and spread through Now Eng-| 4; , 1 oeting oi the church he made a full con- 

ly about ' the first ordinance of the gospel 
(ve baptism) as we do, to build toge'her, or, in 
orfinary cases, to try to go on together in the 
spreial ordinances of the church ; yet at the 
sane time, I would esrnestly labor to maintan 

al chistian love and freedom in things wherein 
wiare agreed.” 
Having arrived at this conclusion as the re- 
sdt of a trying experience, he with five other 
pesons entered into covenant as a Baptist 
Ciurch on the 16th of January, 1756. Four more 
wire soon joined to this little body, and Mr. 
Bickus was unanimously invited to become their 
Pistor and he accepted the invitation. Before 
ths time there were only about eighteen Baptist 
clurches in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 

Vermont, but they soon began to increase rapidly. 
When Mr. Backus was installed as pastor of a 
Bwptist church, he found himself in a position as 

cal affairs} and surrounded by unwise and injudi- 
ous advisers. * All this time tronbles were aris- 
ing in Canada. They too reselved, and grum- 
bled, and complained, and sent delegates ; but 
‘all was in vain : they were unfortunate and un- 
si.ccessful, and at last rose in open rebellion. 
Tnis was quelled ata great expense to the nation 
and a searching enquiry made into the cause. 
Lord Durham, after a full investigation, recome 
mended the establishment of the British Consti- 
tution inall these colomes, which was accord. 
ingly done: so that the impenal and. Colonial 
systems are now nearly similar. When this was 
first proposcd, it was affirmed b many that tae 
thing was impracticable in a Colony. and that 
Resprmsible Government could onl carried 
out in an independent nation. It bas however 
been adopted, not only in Canada, but in all the 
other Celonies, and it has so far worked well, 
Canada, which before was a by-word and a re- 
proach when compard with the adjoining coun- 
try over the American boundary, has made un- 
pecedented progress, .both mn wealth apd popu- 
lation; and this province has suceeded well $: 
the Governor is advised by his Councillers, 
wha are responsible to this House for all those 
acts in which they have a right to be consulted, 
and are removable by the vote of the majonty. 
The principal officers are no longer appointed by 
‘the Crown for life, with large salaries, Put elect- 
ed by - pocple, = a term a four 
ears. In short, self government y esta 

fn the country, and is working well. Thé 
voice of the people is heard, and their influence 
felt in every branch and department of the Gov- 
ernment ; the whole power isin their hands, and 

New England.” His labors as a historian were 
commenced before 1770 and were continued tll 
near the close of his life, He died Nov. 20th, 

1806, aged 82 years and ten months. He had 
been pastor of a chureh in Tithcut 58 years, and 

was as a Pastor eminently useful and beloved. 
It would be well for ue as Baptists tv become 

well acquainted with the trials and struggles of 
vur forefathers, that we may be sensible of our 

obligations to them. We may also prepare our- 
selves for greater asefulness by learning how 
they defended and promulgated their religious 
belief. 

Baptists ought to provide their children with 
the means of becoming acquaioted with our his- 
tory, so that they may know early, that Baptists 
in all times have been the earnest and persever- 
ing advocates of civil and religious libery. No 
work can be better suited to give them correct 

tohis religious views, from which he never saw | views on th's subject than “The Life and Times 

reieon to depart. of the Rev. Isaac Backus.” B. 
Alter tais time be often went on long preach- * 

ing excursions, and had the satisfaction of see- iid ON ee Eo BILL. 
ing sinners seized with conviction, and saints re- n. SuRvEvorR GENERAL—Mr. Chairman : 

. The present Session, as com with some 
frghed. He snows to have greatly enjoved such | * Zc, "rT See Fommarhabin fe i 
Inlours, “Whether right or wrong in his be- harmony ; and, although the reign of harmony 1s 
lie}, he was henceforth a Baptist, firm, consis-|in some degree interrupted just mow, this dis- 
tes, earnest, charitable. He was identified with | cutsion will be useful, connected ad it is with the 

allthe movements of the denomination, In Fe- rise and progress of Self Government, snd all 

creditable 

“| ‘den, and to hope for a reformation.” 
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Mr. Backus early thought of uniting with the 

Congregational Church ini Norwich, July 11, 
1742 ; concluding to bear these things as a bur- 

“ But hs 
connection with this Church did not long con- 

us | tinue. If there wus at first any prospect of the 
~~ | reformation for which be hoped, it grew fainter 

‘they ought “and fainter. The burden which he undertook to 
bear was gradually increased ; and therefore, in 
the beginning of 1745, Mr. Backus and many 
‘other persons withdrew from the church, and 

on the Sabbath for their 
mutual edification.” “ Mr, Backus and his as- 

fession, and retracted the sentiments expressed 
i+ bis sermon on baptism, and afterwards in a 
sermon spoke of his sorrow for preaching against 
infant baptism, proceeding thereafter * to bap- 
tize a child of sister Richmond.” Before many 
weeks however were passed, he was brought to 
|» stand in hus course by the troublesome and dif- 
ficult question : Where and in what relation tn 
the Chureh of God do those stand who have been 
baplized, and yet are not believers? * The ques- 
tion was proposed to him by no one,~unless by 
the Spirit of God,~—and he could not exclude it 
from his mind. Bat he now moved slowly, and 
only after two years of painful suspense and 

' | study did he reach a satifactory conclusion.” — 
Exiracts from his journal show the tortures of 
doubt respecting the subjects and mode of bap. 
tism which he e_dured during this period. It 
was after a day set apart for secret fasting and 
prayer, and a careful examination of the Serip- 
tures, he came to the conclusion “ that none 
ought 10 be baptized, and thus have the outward: 
wark of Christ's disciples put upon them, except 
those who give evidence of having believed on 
Him.” At a meeting of the Church, July 25th,. 
1751, he mace known to his brethren the cha- 
racter and result of his enquiries, and on the 22d 
of August following be was baptized with six 
members of lus church, on profession of faith in 
Christ, 

* At this time he did not look upon himself as 
A Baptios ans vies to become connected with 

t 

with the flock —r 

opus. on gin gre aguas IY . 
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briary, 1764, a charter was obtained for the 

Riode Island Coliege (now Brown University.) 
Mr. Backus felt a lively interest in this college 
frem the beginning. In 1765 he was chosen a 
ammber of the Board of Trustees and continued 
toserve the institution in this capacity thirty. 

The Warren Association, the earliest frater- 
| essociation which united the Baptist churches 
New England, formed in 1767 and Mr. Backus 

vas chosen clerk of the first meeting. This 
iaton rendered very impdant service to 

oir denomination. Among other things, it en- 
cwmraged those who were called to bear the 
spoiling of their goods on account of their Bap- 
tiit principles, and “it sent forth sppeals in be- 
haf of religious liberty which hastened the sepa- 

of church and state.” - 
* Inthe work before us, we find a very thrilling 
acountof the sufferings of Baptists of: that pe- 
#i¢d on account of their religious opinions. The 
author says =~“With a great sum” did the fathers 

of our denomination in New Englané obtain that 
religious equality which is aur acknowledged 
biithright. They were driven into the wilderness, 
wee scourged by order of the civil power, were 
spiiled of their goods, were cast into prison,were 

ed by the violence of mobs, ware falsely ac- 
, were reviled and defamed, snd treated as 

thafilth and offscouring of mankind ; their prin- 
cipes were earicalured, their purposes maligned, 
ther mtegrity questioned, their petitions slighted, 
and their hopes deferred ; yet trusting in God 
they Were in general true to their Master and 

| mentof the times. Forthe samo reasons, inthe | the Holy Ghost ; and as several of the meinbers | wlile not a few of them, like the subject of this 
| main, which led them 10 establish a separate meet | > } practice of infant baptism to be |namative were distinguishea for their moral cou- oi Tod WRI € Tow yativhs the Sabmmation of d proposed te have the rite adminis- | ragnand their assurnce ot ultimate deliverance. 

or New. Light churches,” | tered. when desired, by neigboring clergymen. ‘| It would therefore be most ungrateful in us to 
In this way it seemed to him possible for the Jght a record of their ex- from thie 

io to establish liberty.” 

“n 1605, a few brethren established a Bap- 
7 tist vecting in Boston. ‘They were fined and im- 

prisched for so doing by the General Court, but 

years of great suffering they began 
' ized as a Christian Church.” “From 

the 1602 to the year 1728, the Baptists were 
| every where, except in Boston and some few 
other tons, taxed for the support of Congrega- 
tional niaisters.” When they refused to pay 

ists | the tak hus unjustly their property 
J was BR or whipped. 

tion d between 1728 and 1757 ; but 
, the assessors so evaded these 

th Baptists experienced little relief. 

Jour 1769 ho Warren Association up- 
ite 1 C mil to recerve accounts of “well 

those (Constitutional rights which we now enjoy, 
Reference hus been made to many important 
even's recorded in history, such as the rising un- 
der Charles l., the two rebellions in America, 
and mere recent transactions in this Province ; 
but, as these occurrences were noticed incident 
ally itis my intention to take a brief notice of 
them’ in. the order in which they transpired. 1 
might go back to the time when uil the power 
was 10 the Crown, and when the barons united and 
compelled the king 10 concede certain rights, in 
a deed which was called Magna Charts ; and 
when the king afterwards summoned to his as- 
sistance delegates from the people, as u counter- 
poise to the power of the barons, and thus termed 
the three estates of Crown, Loids and Commons. 
But I shall begin by observing that, after that 
time, the power of Crown was so oppressive, 
and the conduc of the barons so overbearing, 
that the people rebelled against both. In this 
great cutbreak. John Milton the poet did the 
writing and Olver Cromweil did the fighting ; 
and between them they beheaded the king and 
abolished the House of Lords. The country, 
however, got tired of that kind of Government, 
and after Cromwell's death re-assembled the 
House of Lords, and restored the scn of the he- 
headed king. Still the power of the Crown was 
tyrannically exercised, and during the succeed- 
ing reign, the people again revolted, drove the 
Royal family fiom the Kingdom, and placed the 
Crown on the head of a stranger. This was the 
Revolution of 1688, by which the power «f the 
Crown was diminished, and the rights of the pea- 
ple extended. The King then began to act un- 
der the advice of Councillors, who became re- 
sponsible to tle people for all his public doings, 
and this was the origin of Responsible *Guvery- 
ment in the mother country. ‘I'he system how- 
ever was not extended to- the Colontes ; there 
was power without responsibility, and that power 
was abused ; and so a number of the Colonists 
revolted ;and formed an independent mation.— 
canada and Nova Scotia held on to their alle- 
g.ance under the old system, and Nova Scetis 
was divided into two Provinces, New Brunswick 
beicg one of them. When I got a seat here 
any oi ears ago, the power of the House 
was small. No law could be passed without the 
consent of the Assembly, and that was all the 
power they bad ; all the public officers were ap- 
pointed by the Crown. mogt of them for life, and 
many of them with salaries more than double 
what they now are. All the public lands, tim- 
ber, minerals, &c., were in the hands of Gevem- 
ment, and more than £20,000 a year collected 
therefrom, and expended without the control of 
the Assembly in any way, The i 
od, and grumbled, and peuiti and raised 
renee committees, and - at last sent Messrs, 

and Chandler as delegates to London, 
and they made’a fair bargain with Mr. Stanley, 
Sen Colonia Secretary Ag the surrender of all 
the u nted property. delegates 1eturn- 
ed, hon iy oe report to the House, and after due 
cons\deration it was 

‘were thought unfavour- 
adopted by a very small na~ 

no political force ean hurt them, unless they are 
in some way deceived or misled, by designing 
men.~—This is a state of things for which I have 
for many yesrs been a steady advocate, putting 
the power gradually into the hands of t vot 
ple as they become eapable of conducting 
own affairs. I come now to the resolution, which 
declares that “ his Excellency the Lieutenant | 
Governer, in his despatch, urges objections to 
the act relating to King’s College, which are at 
variance with the clear and undoubted rights of 
the Legislature, and the best interests of the peo- 
ple of this Provinee.” Svrely, if words have 
any weaniog at all, these apply entirely to the 
Governor, and not to the Council. Then the re- 
solution declares that * the d was 
calculated to create an nnfavorable impression 
upon. the minds of ller Majesty’s Mmisters” ; 
and it is further affirmed, that “itis a reflection 
on the Legislature, and contrary to the just ex- 

ations of the people of this Province.” In 
sll this, the Governor, and he alone, is severely 
blamed and eensured ; and he alone must be to 
blame, if there be any blame at all, as it has 
been proved beyond a doubt that the despatch 
was written by him, as the Queen’s officer, un- 
der the royal instructions, ard that his Council 
never saw it. lam gp to resign when I lose 
the confidence of my colleagues ; I am willing 
to resign when the Executive lose the confidence 
of a mwjority of the House ; but I am not willi 
to hold myself responsible for any despatch 
never saw. I wight criticise this long despatch, 
and give my opinions on it; but this is not ne- 
cessary, as, right or wrong, | all along imagined 
I was in no degree responsible. ‘ 

In regard to this debate, I shall leave the 
mover in the hands of the Attorney General, and 
m express my regiet that he ever moved 
8 jaseless resolution. [I leave the learned 
m for St: John to abler hands, merely re 
marking that he almost persuaded me that I was 
responsible for the despatch, even if I did net 
see it,—just like the man hat stole the horse, 
who, after being tried and acquit*ed, was asked 
by an acquaintance whether after all, hs did steal 
the horse, and replied that he always thought he 
did, but ever since he heard the remarks of the 
lawyer who defended him, he doubted very much 
whether he did steal the horse. 
But I mest now, in conclusion, make a few 

passing remarks on the loud and long speech of 
the learned member for Westmorland. We of 
the Executive are largely $0 him ; and 1 
wish I were able Rob; ching with in- 
terest. He was severe on us : he blamed 
us for dereliction of duty, for obsequiousness, for 
imbecility, for going cap in hand to his Excel. 
lency to beg for tat as a favour which beloag- 
ed to us as right. He maintaiaed that this reso- 
lation did wot reflect on His Excellency in any 
way, and, in Fct, that His Excelloney was not 
in it . Chairman, did you ever read the tale 
of a tub, where Peter, Martin, and Jack were 
seated at-the table, with a loaf of brown “bresd 
before them ? after a discussion as to what it 
really was, Jack, a plain blunt man like me, als 
firmed, after all, that it was just a loaf of browa 
bread else. And so cl this resoln- 

so my learned friend. He af 
fir Reh Same N Se 
tu on 3 urns 
to : wr peg dy fs ond 

to extent, 
do onl mead a ey who is, like 

himself, a lawyer; and the bon. member from 
Kent, who, if not a lawyer, is at least a /! 
en so he goes on, repeating and affim 

“ And | 
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