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REIGNING GRACE.
A SERMON,
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, ATGUST 26TH

1860, BY THE
REV.C. H. SPURGEON,
AT EXETER MALL, STRAND.

| thy chin, so that thou shalt not lose t
| if thon shouldest go to the very

‘ steer the shin Lhe better for tempestdous waves,

Trust in the Loxgd, and d6 geod ; rest thou on his
grace, and hope thou ' in his mercy. When the
water is very deep he will put his hand beneath
or if thou shalt sink, he will sirik with thee ; and
bottom, he will

(Cencluded.) gk | f}b‘ou ;hcycr{ bottom with thee. Where’or thou
. But we must pass on.’ The man hav now be- | goest, he will be thy eompanion, saying to thee
come a forgiven ene— & saint ; but gracehes not ar not, T thea ; T will be with rhies ;
esased to ynor has he ceased 10 need ite | when thou ‘throwgh the waters thou sheit
réign. - "Tis after sin is forgiven that the battle | mot be drowned, and ‘when thou goest through
begins. - If we had only grace enough to trans- |the fire thcn shalt not be hurned“, neither ghall

form us from sinners into saints, it were not
worth having, because, saints would soen return
to their sins, unless ‘were | bes-
towea. Andnow let me show you & saint after
he has been renewed by grace. ere he stands,
sir , and did you ever see a man in such a posi-
tion a« that! You have heard of battles, ard
you have sometimes read the story of some val-
iant Lero around whem the battle made a feartul
centre ; who had to fight, with horses slain he-
neath him, standing on heaps of bodies which he
bad slain. Bebold his ardour, his courage, his
burning valour, as he finds that he is thé target .
for all arr(:l\;s,htel:lat (alll the battle-axes and the
enrs are dashed and thrast against his person ; .
:Kat every son of wrath is thirsting for his blood.
See now e hurls about him & hail of iron blows.
Right, left, and all around, his sword sweeps in .
awful circle. Now such is the true Christian—
such and yet more solemn is his position. There
has never such a fight been seen on earth as that
man must wage who hopes to enter into the king-
aom of heaven, for no sooner are we converted
than at once hell is alive against us, and earth is,
on fire with anger, and we have both earth and

the flame kindle thee.”
I bave thus'shown you reigning in the
midet of wpiritual d spiritual bondage;
spiritual despair ; grace roifning in the court of
judgment, grace in the battle of temptation, grace
in the quagmires of infirmity,and grace triumph-
ant aleo in the midst of our direst afflictions.
I shall need to give youbut one other picture,
grace reigningin the hour of death, and trium-
hing in the mnoment of our entrance into heaven.
st Friday evening, as I lay upon.my bed,
hgvmg been much tossed aboat, and tempted, and
tried, it pleased Gm{l to visit his s+rvant and give
him somewhat to cheer him. And among man
sweet thoughts which ghddened my mind, I feil
into a doze, balf sleeping and half waking, and 1
thought [saw an angel who came from the up-
per skies, and who had in his hand a crown. He
said to me “ Thou hast fought the good fight,
behold thy reward.” And [ waved my hand
and said, “ No, no, I cannot receive it, I am not
worthy of it ; I cannot take it.” He said *“Heaven
lies beforc thee—enter.” And [ said ¢ No,I
cannot ; I deserve it not. I have no claim to
any reward, no right to any rest, though it will

hell to dispute our salvation. Young Christian,
dost thou tremble ? Let me do with theeas

Elias did with his servant of old. Young man, | merit.”

thou seest horses and chariots that are innumer-
able ; come with me, and I will pray for thee,
and touch thine eyes. What seest thou now ?
“ Q!” gaith he, *“| see the ‘mountain, full of
horses of fire and chariots of fire that are round

about Eljjah|” Biessed be his name ; 'tis no . surc tl -
vision—'tis the very truth, * More are they !|haven: c.

that are for us than all they that be against us,’”’
and if the fray thickens, angels shall rush to the
valley with their good swords to drive back the
foe, and the standard-hearer shall not fall, though
full well _he may. The soldier of Christ shal|
stand, for underneath him are the everlasting
arms ; he shall tread upon his enemies and shall
destroy them, in the words of Deborah of old,
“ ®h my soul, thou hast trodden down strength.”
So then, grace reigns in the ghick battle of
t:;tnpt:?om m:l:;::: those wl;:“ are the sub-
Jects its ki “more conqueérois
him that hath loved them. )
To push further still. The man, being kejit
in temptation, has a work to do fer his Lord, au.d
I bave often felt that there 18 no case where gracy
reigns more powerfully than inthe use wiuch
God makes of such poer, inlirm, feeble, decrepic
creatures ? his secvants are, Let merhow v.o
& picture of grace reigning. Do you see Peter
there in the hall afraid of a little maid? lie
denies his Master, and with osths.and curses he
says, “ I know not the msn.”” Wait awhile,
Some six ur seven weeks have passed, and there
is a great crowd in the streets: there is a mul-
titude red from all countries—Parthians,
Medes, Eismites, and the dwellors in
tamia. Who is to preach to thems—wbo shall be
the minister? Grace,~—to thine honor let it be
teld—thou didist not sélect Johm who steod at
the foot of the crass, nor he whe was surnamed
Zelotes, because of his zeslousness—no, Peter
who denied his Mastar, must come forth to own
bim afresh. And here he comes. Methinks |
see him. Perhaps as he asceads thoiphc:s where-
_ heart whispers t« him, “ Simon,
son of Jonas, what doest thou here 7" The
erows, Bimon,
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{reigns. I want

be given to the ehildren of God.” And he looked
at me, and he said “It is of grace, and not of
TL o T tought I would take the crown,
butlo ! Tav ! the dream was over, Ay,
a.v.:". I ru . a long, long while, andI
Jthounbr i ¢ by merit, it would never
Lo heav: 71 were even in it I should
here by mistake ; I am
v plice ;’tis not my heaven; I
=" [ should walk among the
golden harps, and say, “No,
no, you Liwe wial vou Luve fought for, and have
won, but [ am an intruder here,” I should be
afraid of losing aninhiciitance to which I had no
title, and of being cast out at last frem a portion
which I had no sight to have obtaiped. But if
it-be of grace anid not of works—why then we
may walk into heaven with boldness. = We may
receive the crown with gladness, and sit down
with the redeemed with joy and confidenee. I pro-
test Inever conld enter heaven, even if I might
if it were not of grace. I dare not in commofi
honesty enter. Neither you nor I could claun
a reward, or could ever dare to take it as a
werited recompense, It must be given simply
of God’s free love ard covenant faittfulness, o-
else indeed when given we should seem like
robbers who had taTen to ourselves what was not
ours, and should always feel the possession was
mnot safe, besause the title was not sound. Itis
of grace, then. And so, beloved, when you come
10 die, grace shall bear you up in the midst of
and you shall say, I feel the bottom,
and it is good.” When' the cold waters shall
chill your Licod, grace shall warm your heart.
When the eye gathers the death-glaze, and the
light of earth is being shut out from you for ever
grace shall lift the curtains of heaven, and give
you visiops of eternity; and when at last the spi-
rit leaps from time into eternal space then grace
shall be with you to conduct you to your Fa-
ther's house.  And when the judgement throne
is ‘set, grace shall put you on the right hand ;
grace shall robe vOu about with Jésu'sirighteous-
ness ; grace shall make youhold to stand where
sinners tremble, and grace shall say to you,
;.Co‘inc. .y* blessed - ots my&ﬁathcg, i?her‘ilt. the
ingdom W or yo % the foundation
onhe’v‘ogld.' ! St 2 '
“ It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise.”

‘And now | have conducted ’qn into the many
scenes, or rather into a few of them, where grace
you aow if you can before we
close, to 1ake by faith a view of GRACE sITTING
ON ITS THRONE. g

e vain thoughts ;. far removed be every

say, !

redeemcd with thuy

|w i ‘mow. We are about to
| come into an awful presence, and well may we
ery, “ Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
whereon thou standest is ground.”
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Now look upward if your eyes can bear the
lifbt. You capnot see the full form and visage
of the Liord of Grace—the King; butif ye can
dimly discern it—I see upon that throne one whe

“ Looks like a lamb that has been slain,
And wears his priesthood still.” ‘

Ay, though ye canniot see him, yet he sees us,
and that Divine imagéis scattering mercies on
us now. The ‘eyes of grace are the auns of the
spiritual universe ; the hande of grace scatter la-
vish bounties throughout all the church of the
firstborn, and those lips of grace are uttering
continuslly those once unspoken decrees which
speak when they are fulfilled and carried out in
gracious providences. But come hither and look
upward. Bow thyself in that presence before
which the angels cry, ¢ Holy, holy, holy,” and
veil their faces with their wings. Seeabove the
throne, and above the image aud likeness of him
that sits thereon,—above that throne of graee,
behold, the cRowN. Was ever snch a ecrown?
Nay, ’tis net one, ’tis many: there are many
erowns and many jewelsin each of the many
crowns. And wbnce came these crowns of
? Oh ! they“are crowns that have been won

in fields of fight ; th=y are crowns, too, that have
been given by gratefu! hearts. And there, as i
gaze, methinks [ seemany a soul that was once
black with sin, made bright and sparkling, and
there it i< 1n the crown of grace, ghttering like a
diamond. And, my soul, shalt &ou be there ?
Shalt thou be one of those ever-glittering, un-
dimmed jewels ? Shalt thou be in that crown?
Oh | glorious day, when shalt thon come, when
I shall be a real jewel in the crown of Jesus ?
But are ye not there now, men and brethren?
Have you net crowned Jesws Christ already,
some of you? Have not you in your songs, and
in your lives, feltthat you must erown him ?
And as of.en, as we have sung that hymn, could
you not sing 1t again ?—-

“ All hail the power of Jesu’s name,

Let angels prostrate fall ;

Bring forth the royal diadem.

And crown him Lord of all.”

Jesus, we crown thee, we crown thee. All hail !
all hail ! thou King of Kings—thou God of love.
Behold thy church bows herselt before thee.

“ With vials full of odour sweet,
And harps of sweeter sound.

The elders chant before thy presence, and we,
even we adore thee. Through silver of angelic
praise, and gold of. perfect melody we" cannot
boast,—yet such as we have we give thee. Unto
him that sitteth upon the throne—unto him that
liveth and was dead—unto grace in the person
of the Lord Jesus be glory, and honour, and
majesty and power, and domimion, and might,
for ever and ever. Amen.

EXTRACTS A FROM THE MINUTES OF
CONV~NTION.

STATE OF THE DENOMINATION.
The Commiitee have to report that the state of
the denominatien, numerically considered, is pre-
sented 1n the following abstract of the Statistics
furnished by the Associayion :—
NOVA 8COTIA.

settled | Jpore of Jast
o Why is thiis?  Has there been an ex

earnest and prayerful attention.

Churches, Bap. Mem,
West. Association, 50 317 6845
Central £ 37 381 4477
Eastern ¢ 52 297 3067
139 995 14389

NEW BRUNSWICK :
East. Arsociatien, 66 160 3840
*Western 50 460 3632
Total, 116 620 7472

The following brethren have been ordained : —

July 15, 1859. Williamn Dobson, Littie River
Cumberland County, N. S.

Sept. 113' “ M. A. Bigelow, Guysborongh,

. 8.

Oecte 5, John E. Goucher, Upper Gage-
town,N. B

Oct ¢ John McKenne, Greenfield, N, 8.

Dec. 4, “ Edwin C. Cady, Portland, SBaint
John, N. B.

Jan. 24, 1860. David Shaw, Falmouth, N. S.

Five new Churches have been constituted :—
Anld Crovnnlrbouri"and Cnoddle’n lebon;,}ll) 8.;
and at ' Hampton Ferry, Restigouchejand Dun-
das, Keunt County, N. é o‘

Six new Meeting Houses have been opened, viz:
Jo Nova ﬂobiiu.;:‘Buvor River, Wolfville, and
Jotdan Raver ; in New Brunswick, at Spring-
field, Studbolm, K. C., and Blissville Miramichi.

The number of baptisms falls considerabl
year's report. The echurches sel-

Feaetioa o

itual pqp_rﬁz:.dhit impossible to maintain
ﬁ period the efforts by whicha
‘sedson is distinguished P Is declension

unaveidable part of our experience ? These
uiries, your Commiitee suggest, demand

Tave cenaideration.

om ' two successive years of
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aoy present prospect of dbtaini
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n “Besides this, many more laborers are

S— isslonary enterprise
i fields now open to Bapust
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paucity of Ministexs is again to be refer- |,

harge of funds contribated for ministerial edu=| °
| Long Reach.

Some 18 months ago he was licensed by the
Church in Cambridge, of which he was a wor-
thy member, to preach the Gospel. Subsequent-

anjoyment of its blessings and oﬂoa‘u ; and, as
‘Robert Robinson eaid, ‘ Every one whe under-
stands Christianity ghovld teach it.”

Respeetf uk{ submitted. ly his services were engaged by the Church at
J. M. Cramp, Chairman, | Chipman, and were highly valued by these to
whem he broke the bread of life. attempt-

i DEPARTED BRETHREN.
.. Samurr H. BENTLEY died November 26,9
qM30. Mo waa ordeined at Liverpool, Navem-
ber 23, 1851. After labouring there several
years with much acceptance he removed to Hal-
ifax, and became Pastor of the North Chureh.
Hu resigned that office in order to take charge
,of the interests of the Nova Scotia Baptist
Home Missionary Seciety, us 1ts Becrctaryjand
General Agent.' In view of the spinitual neces-
sities of the Province he determined to devote
_his ecuergies to an endeavour to rouse the
churches so adequate and united action. He
had entered on the work with moeh zeal, and
prosecated it with encouraging success, when it
pleased God Jto remove hun to the better world,
and thus to disaj;point the hopes of his brethren.
Snatched from us at the esrly age of thirty-seven,
ke has left a vacancy which jcannot be easily
filled. ‘

MavyNARD PaRKER was ordained at Lunen-
burg, August 29, 1831. He preached in differ-
ent parts of Nova Scotia, and presided over seve-
ral churches. He resided last at Londonderry,
where be died,on the 15th of January, at the age
of sixtv-four. He was a plain, solid preacher
of the Gospel.

ISRAEL PoTTER, son of one of theold fathers
of the same name, and his colleague for some
time in the pastorate of the Church a‘ Clements,
died there on the 26th of June. He was three
score and ten yesrs old. - His erdination took
place Sept. 7, 1837. For same years before his
death ke had been compelled by infirmity to de-
sist from public labours. He * dwelt simong
hix own people.”’ and lived in their affections.

RicHaRD McLEARN was pre-emineatly “a
brother beloved.”” Our fathe's held kim in high
«steem, wnd his praise was in all the churches.
His views of truth were clear and comprehen-
sive.—He was * fervent in spirit,”’ and wise
in counsel. Gifted above many for the work
of the Lord, he cnsecrated himself wholly
'to it, and would bave spent his lifein the dis-
charge of ministerial duties had he been permt-
ted.

Brother Mc! was orJained at Rawdon,
March 10, 1.... He became Pastor of the
Church intha isce, and suhsequently of the
Church at Wind:or. His labours were highly
apprectated by both churches.  As Agent for the
Educational Institutions at Horton he tiavelled
extensively ip these Previnces and in the
United States,and was very succeseful in his ap-
plications to the people fur aid. About the year
1842 tke failure ot his voice rendered it neces-
sary for hum to resign his pastorate and withdraw
to a great exteat from public exercises. He
watched over the interests of the Church at
Durtmouth, where he resided, preaching as often
as ke was able,and he rendered important ser-
vices In a variety of respects to the canse of reli-
gion. Latterly he identified himself more par-
ticularly with the Home Missionary Society, and
it was hoped that he would assume the general
direction of that enterprise. But the Master has
called bim home.

He died on the 17th inst., aged fifty-8ix. “De-
vout men” of all evangelical denominations fol-
lowed his remnains to the grave, testifying there-
by their respect and esteem. It was troly a

king to cross the Salmon River in a canoe, on
Sctnrdaz. the 18th of August,at 11 o’dleck, A.
M., as the canoe struck the bank he was thrown
out, and before assistance could be vendered life
had departed. Thie young man* was enly 22
vears of age when he was thus suddenly and uan-
expectedly summoned to his reward. He pos-
sessed elements of mental and religious vigor
of no ordinary kind, and his pamerous friends
had marked out for him a career of brilliant
usefulness, but a sterm Providence had other-
wise ordained. ¢ Like Enoch he walked with }
God, and he was not, for God teok him.”

Thus we see that no less than seven of our
beloved Ministers, “ good men and true,” have
exchanged, during our Conventional year, the
toils of the militant state for the more exalted
service of the upper sanctuary. How wide the
breach! Who will fill their places? Lord thou
knowest. Letus all work whilo the day las:s.

I. E. BiLr, Chairman.

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF
WESTERN N. B. BAPTIST ASSOCIA-
TiON.

CIRCULAR I¥

———

TO THE CHURCHES CO}
WESTERN N. B. BAPTIST
TION.

DEAR BRETHREN :—

The grounds of our separation from all other
denominations are not of trivial importance. We
exist as a people beecause we cherish certain prin-
ciples which we regard as scriptural, and essen-
tial to the highest efficiency and ultimate triumph
of the church of Christ.

We believe that the Scriptures are the only
authority in matters of faith and practice; that
the Churches of Christ should be composed of
none but believers, and that the Church should
be subardinate to Christ alone. Hence our
peculiar views of baptism and Church govern-
ment.

When we consider the position which, as a de-
nomination, we now oeccupy, we have reason to
thank God and take courage. For centuries
during the dreariest ages of modern times,
priestly denunciation ef a fanatical sect who be-
lieved that the Church of Christ was a commu-
nity of saints, were almost the only evidences of
our existence. After the Reformation, sects who
differed in all other respects united to defame and
persecute Baptists. Now, however, not only are
we a mighty people, but the influence of our
principles is felt far beyond the limits of our de-
nomination. It is no longer heresy to assert the
freedom of conscience, the iniquity of connection
between Church and State, the essential equality
of the clergy with the brothsrhood, nor even the
necessity of faith as a condition of church mem-
bership. Infant baptism is practiced less than

OSING THE
ASSOCIA-

irn

the spirit of our®®wn principles, and to carry
them out to their natural results.

It would be pleasant to review the history of
our denomination and dwell upon its marvellous
progress, or indulge in complacent views of our
condition and prospects ; but just now we may as
well consider some partisulars in which improve-
ment is desirable. i ’

We need more individual independence. Ven-
erable ministers sometimes bewasil the extent to
which the democratic element pervades our
churches, and a check to the imaginary evil is
sometimes sought for, in attributing to the minis-
try a mysterious and undefined authoyity, or in
the elevation of denominational sooie,tz\zfs far as
possible above the control of the Churches. But
the difficulty is that¢ we are not sufficiently demo-
cratic. We meet with little monarchies in which
the ntinister reigns supreme, or we meet with lit-
tle olegarchies under the control of some lead-
ing members, but we seldom meet with a demo-
cracy—a church in which the members think and
act for themselves. A Baptist should feel that
whatever his believe or do, his business is to
know the truth and obey it. He isto be subser-
vient to no one but the Master. Such an one,
independent of men, yet meekly and tremblingly
submissive to Christ, yielding’ all things when
truth and doty are not in question, yet enduring
all things rather than sacrifice either, would ex-
hibit the natural result of the reception of Bap-
tist principles. Were our churches composed
of members thus independent, those dissensions
which we often deplore, would net arise, a holy
activity would appear in every Chyrch, and
amidstdiversity of opinion and action there would
exist true christian wnion.

A man thus imbued with the spirit of Baptist
principles would mot be very popular in a world-
ly community. He would be considered wilful
and unmanageable by those who love to have the
pre-eminence, whether ministers or leading mem-
bers. He would probably be branded as a dis-
affected member by those who are at ease in
Zion, yet his power for good will be felt. With-
out such men in our churches discipline would
become a form, and our simple system of Church
government would soon disappear,

We also need in our Churches a higher degree
of purity. Without piety a Baptist Church could
not long exist. Indeed, its existence would not
be desirable. The exhibition of an earnest and
self-denying spirit gives an influence to any
cause, and has given permanent power to many
an error, while truth, if held in carelessness or
ungodliness is divested of its native power, and
receives from the multitude the contempt due
only to its inconsistent adherents. Truthis
mighty and will prevail, yet apostolic Churches:
rapidly declined in numbers and power when their
members los¢ their first love, and ceased to do
their first works.

But our object is not 8o much to incicate the

| Catholic funeral.

“The labourers are too few for the harvest, May
the Lord have mercy upon us, und prepare men
for his work !

JosEpa C. SkiNNER was born in Parsbor-
ough, N, 8., in the year 1800, and was early in-
structed by his Godly mother, the late Mrs. Sa-
rah Skinner, in the principles and obligations
ol the christian faith. Whenabout 20 years of
uge he professed religion, and was baptized by
the late Edward Manning. He was then re-
garded as a young man of more than ordinary
promise. He removed to New Brunswick in
1825, and feeling a deep interest in the progress
of education, he devoted several yeare of his
lile to the instruction of the young. In 1836
he was ordsined o the pastorate of what was
then designated the Ist Wickbam Church. He
" faithfully fulfilled tuhe duties of his office for
ineny years, and although his pastoral conneetion
nominslly ceased sometime prior to his deain,
yet virtually he continued to preside over these
oeople and to wateh for their souls as one
that must give an account until remeved to join
the Churca triumphant n the heavens. He

this life in the Glst year of his age,
March the 23rd, 1860, in full assurance of the
faith he hed so long prociaimed as the enl
ground of the sinner's hope. He wasinte
in the Church-yard surrounding the House in
which be was ordained, in the presence of a
lacge concourse of perople.—Rev, David Cran-
d.:lf preached his Funeral Sermon from 2 Tim.
4,7,8. “Jhave fought the fight,”’ &e.

Our- departed brother Skinner stood pre-em-

inent smong his brethren as wise im counsel,
evangelical 1n doctrine, and spotless i life. It
was his happiness to witness several interestin
revivals of religion during his pastorate, an
to conduet many valuable members into the fel-
lowship of the church ; and though his labors on
earth have terminated,yet the instructions which
he gave, bis meek and pure example, and the
composure and confidencefwith which he passed
through the valley of death, will eontinue to give
forth wutterances distinct and soiemn, calling
upon the people of Cambridge to “ Mark the
perfect man, and bebold the upright ; for the
end of that man is peace.”
Mesrery Kerra was born in 1806, on the
He professed religion when 18
years of age, and was baptized by Elder Charles
Liewia, at that time Pastor of the Churchat New
C--ua‘l{e ~as ordained to the ministry in
1845,

formerly, and Protestant Churches seem to
be returning to the primitive mode of Bap- '
tism.

We believe that we have a mission to perform
in this Province. We wish to exert our due in-
flueace over this present generation, and also to
do our part towards training u country destined
to be populous, wealthy and powerful in the way
in which it should go.

We sometimes seem to think that our mission
shall be accomplished by the naked force of the
truths which we profess, and certainly for our -
past progress we are indebted not to our wealth
education, zeal, or organization, but to the powei
of our prineiples. These who represent our min-
isters or brethren as skilful and swccessful prose-
lytes, unconsciously pay them a compliment |
which they scarcely deserve, and render acknow- !
ledgement to the foree and truthfulness of our
principles.

We shali, however, be mistaken if we imagine '
as & denomination we can dispense with zealous,
prudent and systematic effort. Certainly we pos-
sesss many facilities for advancement. We con-
fidently believe that we hold the truth, We ap-
peal for evidence not to the decisions of ancient
councils, nor to the volumes of ancient Fathers,
nor venerable liturgies or voluminous ereeds, but ?i
to the Holy Scriptures. With a church without
a heirarchy or state connections, we offer liberty,
privileges and powers to all believers. Our sys-
tem also, if properly worked, would readily pro- |
vide us with a vast number of efficient labourers, |
Each Baptist has i his baptism, by his covenant
vow, and repeatedly in the solemn meetings of
the Church, pledged limself to devote time, tal-
ents and means to the service of his Master. Yet
on the other hand we labour under serious disad-i
vantages. No ecclesiastical bond connects our
churches together,—the connection between
church-members and their pastors may be easily
destroyed. Dissensions may easily arise, and
may not without difficulty be quelled ; the faults
of individuals exert a peculiarly pernicious effect;
our ions are apt to be conducted in a fitful
and i te manner, and it is difficult to fasten’
the of the denomination on any giua';
subject. In short we aye free, and are liable to
the dificulties ngers which ever in Church/
] sw at n freedom. ?

+ In contemplating the future, and planning oud
our course, we will find enough to encourage ud,
and also enough to make us wary and active. We
need notimitate other denominatioas because they*
possess attractions of which we cannot boast, oy
because they are relieved from inconveniences
which we experience. The wise and consistent
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advantage of piety in the individual as itis to
direct attention to the necessity of the judicious
exercise by the church of those powers, conferred
upon it by the Lord to ensure its purity.

We profess to all other denominations, and te
the world at large, that we receive into our com-
munities none but such as give credible evidence
that they have been converted. We furthermore
insist that the churches should exercise discipline,
by admonishing or excommunicating these who
give evidence that they are backsliding, or belong
to the kingdom of Satan. Denominations who
regard the church asa field in which the wheat
and the tares must grow together undisturbed

i until the time of harvest, have no redress when

the unconverted world enters the pale of the visi-
ble Church, but we have in our hands the preven-
tative or the remedy.

We are under solemn obligations to eaercise
great cautipn in receiving mrembers, especially
during seasons of revival, should the church' in-
sist on credible evidences of conversion. If the
times renders difficult or unpleasant that cool ex-
ercise of judgment requisit for the satisfactory
examination of candidates then consistency and
prudence alike demand delay."

It is very delightful to receive without suspi-
cion, or question the throngs who sometimes
seek access to our church ordinances and privi-
leges, but alas the.converts received so gladly
and unsuspiciously, may in time form the mater-
ial for a party, or even a majority in the church,
and so become its rulers, or their presence may
for years counteract the efforts of the pious, or
deaden their energies, or the time and attention
of the church may for long periods be engrossed
n excluding tediously and painfully those who
were so gladly received. Perhaps even good
men in reviewing such consequences may lose
faith in revivald We'must never forget that as
a denomination we hold to believers’ baptism,and
a converted ckurch membership, hence we must
insist on credible evidences of conversion from
candidates.

We are also to preserve purity in ou,
churches by the exercise of these grest powers
committed to us. The neglect of discipline would
render ridiculous ia the eyes of the world our
peculiar principles, destroy the unity of the church
and deaden its energies. At the same time we
must put forth with caution and prudence a sen-
tence which destroys the earthly peage of the ofe
tender, and, casts a cloud over his for
eternity. The exhibition of impure
minister or church “destroys the moral effect of
church discipline. should the church
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| course for us to adopt is to become imbued with

&

avoid imitating the conduct of the church of
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