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- Not dead, not sleeping, not even gone ; 

Christian 
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ONLY A YEAR. 

BY MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 

One year ringing voice, 
A clear blue eye, 

And clustering curls of sunny hair; 
Too fair to die! 

Only a_year—no voice, no smile, 
o glance of eye, ; 

No clustering curls of golden hair, 
Fair but to die ! 

One year what loves, what schemes 
Far into life ! 

What joyous hopes, what high resolves, 
What generous strife ! 

The silent picture on the wall, 
The burial stone— 

Of all that beauty, life, and joy. 
Remain alone! 

One year—one year—one little year,’ 
And so much gone ! 

And yet the even flow of life 
Moves calmly on. 

The grave grows green, the flowers bloom fair 
Above that head ; 

No sorrowing tint of leaf or spray 
Says heis dead. 

No pause or hush of merry birds 
That sing above, 

Tells us how coldly sleeps below 
The form we love. 

Where hast thou been this year, beloved ? 
‘What hast thou seen ? 

‘What visions fair, what glorious life, 
‘Where thou hast been ? 

The veil ! the veil ! so thin, so strong! 
"Twixt me and thee ; 

The mystic veil ! when shall it fall 
That we may see P 

But present still, 
And waiting for the coming hour 

Of God’s sweet will. 

Lord of the living and the dead, 
Our Saviour dear, 

We lay in silence at thy feet 
This sad, sad year. 

Family Circle. 
UNCLE ABEL AND LITTLE EDWARD. 

BY MRS. H. B. STOWE. 

Were any of you born in New England, in the 
good old catechizing, school going, orderly times? 
If you were, you must remember Uncle Abel, the 

most perpendicular, upright, downright, good 
man, that ever laboured six days and rested on 

the Sabbath. You remember his hard weather- 
beaten countenance, where every line seemed to be 
drawn with a pen of iron and the point ofa dia- 
mond ; his considerate grey eyes that moved 
over the objects as if it were not best to be in a 
a hurry about seeing ; the circumspect opening 
and shutting of his mouth ; his down-sitting and 
up-rising ; all of which appeared to be performed 
with a conviction aforethought, in shert, the 

whole ordering of his life and conversation, which 
was, according to the tenor of the military order, 

“ to the right about face—forward—march !” 
Now, if you have supposed from all this tri- 

angularism of exterior that this good man had 
nothing kindly within, you are much mistaken. 
You often find the greenest grass under a snow 
drift ; and though my uncle’s mind was not ex- 
actly of flower garden kind, still there was an 
abundance of wholesome and kindly vegetation 
there. Itis true he seldom laughed, and never 
joked himself ; but no man had a more serious 
and weighty conviction of what a good joke was 
in another ; and when some excellent witticism 

was dispensed in his presence, you might see 
Uncle Abel’s face slowly relax into an expression 
of solemn satisfaction, and he would look at the 
author with a certain quiet wonder, as if it was 
astonishing how such a thing could ever come 
into a man’s head. Uncle Abel also had some 
relish for the fine arts, in proof whereof 1 might 
adduce the pleasure with which he gazed at the 
plates in his family Bible ; the likeness whereof, 
I presume, you never any of vou saw; and he 
was also such an eminent musician that he could 
go through the singing book at a sitting, without 
the least fatigue, beating time like a windmill all 
the way. He had, too, a liberal hand—though 

his liberality was by the rule of three and practice. 
He did to his neighbour exactly as he would 
be done by—he loved some things in this 
world sincerely—he loved his God much, but he 
honored and feared him more ; he was exact with 

others, he was more exact with himself—and ex- 
pected God to be more exact still. Everything 
in Uncle Abel'shouse was in the same time, place, 
manner and form, from year’s end to year’s end. 
There was old Master Rose, a dog after his own 
heart, who always walked as if he was learning the 
multiplication table. There was the old clock 
forever ticking away in the kitchen corner. 
There were the never-failing supply of red pep- 
pers and onions hanging over the chimney. 

was the “ bestroom,” with its sanded floor, and 
evergreen asparagus bushes, its cupboard with a 
glass door in one corner, and the stand with the 

Bible and almanac on it in the other. There 

er, because she always looked as old as she 

tle blossom never grew on the edge of an ava
- 

Janche. He had been committed to the nursing 

of his grandmamma until he arrived at the age of 

indiscretion, and then my old uncle’s heart yearn- 

ed towards him, and he was sent for at h
ome.— 

His introduction into the family excited a terr
i- 

ble sensation. 

temper of dignities, such a violater of such high 

places and sanctities, as this very Master Edward. 

It was all in vain to try to teach him decorum
.— 

He was the most outrageously merry little elf tha
t 

ever shook a head of curls, and it was all the same 

to him whether it was Sabbath day or any other 

day. He laughed and frolicked with everybody 

and everything that came in his way, not even 

excepts 

saw him with his arms round the old man’s neck,
 

and his blue eyes and blooming cheek pressing 

out by the black face of Uncle Abel, you almost 

fancied that you saw spring caressing winter.— 

Uncle Abel's metaphysics were sorely puzzled how 

to bring this sparkling, dancing compound of 

spirit and matter into any reasonable shape, for 

he did mischief with an energy and perseverance 

that were truly astonishing. Once he scoured 

the floor with Aunt Betsey’s snuff, and once he 

spent half an hoir in trying to make Rose wear 

her spectacles. In short, there was no use but 

the right one to which he did not put everything 

that came in his way. 

of all puzzled to know what to do with him on 

the Sabbath, for on that day Master Edward 

seemed to exert himself particularly to be enter- 

taining. 

would say, and then Edward would shake his 

curls over his eyes and walk out of the room as 

grave as the catechism, but the next moment you 

might see pussy scampering in dismay througa 

the “ best room,” with Edward at her heels, 
to 

the manifest discomfort of Aunt Betsey, and all 

others in authority. 

« it wasn’t in natur’ to teach him better, and that 

he would no more keep Sunday than the brook 

down in the lot.” 

t 

matter with his heart ; but certain it was he had 

lost all faculty of scolding when little Edward 

was in the case, though he would stand rubbing 

his spectacles a quarter of an hour longer than 

common, when Aunt Betsey was detailing his 

witticisms and clever doings. But in progress of 

rived at the dignity of going to school. He went 

illustriously through the spelling book, attacked 

came home inordinarily merry, to tell his father 

he had got to “ Amen.” After this he made a 

regular business of saying over the whole every 

Sunday evening, standing wtth his hands folded 

in front, and his checked apron smoothed down, 

occasionally giving a glance over his shoulder to 

see if papa was attending. Being of a very be- 

nevolent turn of mind, he made several efforts to 

teach Rose the catechism, in which he succeeded 

as well as could be expected. 

further detail, Master Edward bade fair to be- 

come a literary wonder. 

tle Edward, his merry dance was soon over. A 

day came when he sickened. Aunt Betsey tried 

her whole herbarium, but in vain ; he grew ra- 

pidly worse and worse. His father sickened in 

heart, but said nothing ; he staid by his bedside 

day and night, trying all means to save with af- 

fecting pertinacity. 

said he to the physician, when everything had 

been tried in vain. 

face. 

pierced the checked. curtains, and gleamed like 
an angel’s smile across the face of the little suf- 
ferer. He awoke from a disturbed sleep. 

easier and looked up with a grateful smile. 

floor. 

ver shall play with pussy any more. 

Never was there such a con- 

bis solemn old father ; and when you 

But Uncle Abel was most 

« Edward must not play on Sunday,” his father 

Atlast my uncle came to the conclusion that 

My poor uncle ! he did not know what was the 

ime our hero compassed his third year and ar- 

the catechism, went from * man’s chief end” to 

the “ Commandments” in a fortnight, and at last 

In short, without 

But alas ! for poor lit- 

“ Can't you think of anything more, doctor,” 

“Nothing,” answered the physician. 
A slight convulsion passed over my uncle’s 

“Then the Lord's will be done!” said he. 

Just at that moment a ray of the setting sun 

«Q, dear, O, I am so sick!” he gasped feebly. 

His father raised him in his arms ; he breathed 

Just then his playmate, the cat, crossed the 

“There goes pussy” said he. “O dear, I ne- 

At that moment a deadly change passed ever 
his face, he looked up to his father with an im- 
ploring expression and put out his hands. There 
was one moment of agony, and the sweet features 
settled with a smile of peace, and mortality was 
swallowed up in life. My uncle laid him down, 
and looked one moment at his beautiful face—it 
was too much for his pride, and he lifted up his 
voice and wept. 
The next morning was the Sabbath, the fune- 

ral day, and it rose with breath all incense, and 
with cheek all bloom. Uncle Abel was calm and 
collected as ever; but in his face there was a 
sorrow-stricken expression that could not be mis- 
taken. Iremember him at family prayers, bend- 
ing over the great Bible, and beginning the 
psalm, “Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place 

in all generations.” Apparently he was touched 
by the melancholy and splendor of the poetry ; for 
after reading a few verses he stopped. There was 
a deep silence, interrupted only by the tick of the 
clock. He cleared his voice repeatedly, and tried 
to go om, but in vain. He closed the book and 
knelt in prayer. The energy of sorrow broke 
through his formal reverence, and his language 
flowed forth with a deep and sorrowful pathos 

which I have never forgotton. The God so much 
~reverenced, so much feared, seemed to draw near 

E 

With a deep sigh Uncle Abel broke forth, ! 

«How happy that creatureis! well, the Lord's | 

will be done.” 
That day the dust was committed to the dust 

amid the lamentations of all who had known lit- 

tle Edward. Years have passed since then, and 

my uncle has long been gathered to his fathers, 

but his just and upright spirit has entered the li- 

berty of the sons of God. Yes, the good man 

may have opinions which the philosophical scorn, 

weaknesses at which the thoughtless smile, but 

death shall change him into all that is enlight- 

ened, wise and refined. “He shall shine as the 

brightness of the firmement and as the stars for- 

ever and ever,” 

THE LIGHT AT HOME. 

The light at home ! how bright it beams 

When evening shades around us fall : 

And from the lattice far it gleams, 

To love, and rest, and comfort call. 

When wearied with the toils of day, 

And strife for glory, gold, or fame, 

How sweet to seek the quiet way, 
Where loving lips will lisp our name 

. Around the light at home ! 

‘When through the dark and pow | night, 

The wayward wonder homewar hies, 

How cheering is that twinkling light, 

Which through the forest gloom he spies ; 

It is the light at home; he feels 
That loving hearts will greet him there, 

And softly through his bosom steals 
The joy and love that banish care 

Around the light at home. 

The light at home ! when'er at last 
It greets the seaman through th storm ; 

He feels no more than chilling blast 
That beats upon his manly form. 

Long years upon the sea have fled” 
Since Mary gave her parting kiss ; 

But the sad tears which then she shed 

Will now be paid with rapturous bliss 
Around the light of home. 

The light of home ! how still and sweet 

It peeps from yonder cottage door— 

The weary laborer to greet— 
When the rough toils of day are o'er! 

Sad is the soul that does not know 
The blessings that the beams impart, 

The cheerful hopes and joys that flow 
And lighten up the heaviest heart 

Around the light at home! 

NEARER HEAVEN. 

The weary labourer, counting the hours undil 

the sun goes down, rejoices at each sound of the | 

bell that warns him that he can soon return te | 

his home. The little child hurrying from play or 

from school to the kindly welcome of a mother’s 

arm, is glad when the well known roof is insight, 

and he is almost there. The home-sick stranger 

enters joyfully the vessel whose swift wings shall 

waft him over the waters to the land he loves. 

Even so the Christian pilgrim gazes through the 

mists that enshroud his pathway, for the first 

glimpse of the everlasting hills which are crown- 

ed with the city of his God. Heart-sick and des- 

ponding, fainting and weak, there is no surer 

word of hope that can cheer his drooping faith, 

and arouse his sleeping zeal, than the melody of § 

¢ nearer heaven.” : 

If we are toilers in the vineyard at all, every 

n
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left to journey over. Every new morning is ano- | 

ther milestone, silently telling us that we are ap- 

proaching the end of the road. Every hour of | 
labor is an earnest of never-ending rest. The 
path we travel may be tangled and wild, it may 
lead up rough and rugged mountain sides, and 
into dangerous ravines ; storms may break over | 
our heads, and the blinding hail and dripping 
rain render it almost hopeless ; yet, in sunshine 
and in gloom, we are ever going onward, at the 
end of the way is the “ house beautiful,” 
where the Master is gone to prepare a piace for 

us. 
We know not what lies before us, ere we reach 

our home. Joys may be lying in the way, wait- 
ing to clasp us in their fragrant arms. Fairer 
hopes may spring up like flowers where we tread. 
Happy hearts may be around us, and the gentle 
ministries of the fireside make earth an Eden. 
Our darkness may be on the wing and the ereep- 

of the sunshine. Yet in the same sweet spirit of 
submission and gratitude let us take whatever 
our Father sends. Lh 
« If grief await, oh ! let me murmur not, 
He planet thro’ furnace fires tenfold as hot, 
And shall the servant scorn the Master's lot ?” 
When once the happy shores of Paradise are 

reached, and the silvery chorus of the angels fall 
upon the wakening ear, one moment in glory will 
more than recompense forall thetoils and griefs of 
the way thither. Let us cheer each other by the 
way with the songs of Zion, and whisper in the 
ear of every singing one, -* nearer heaven !” 

“ My days are gliding swiftly by, 
And 4 i n dusma had 

Would not detain them as they fly, 
Those hours of care and danger. 

For oh ! we stand on Jordan's strand, 
Qur friends are passing over, 

And just before the shi shore 
We may almost discover. » 

SLEEPING IN CHURCH. 
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