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Little Minnie's Address to Winter.

BY REV, B, FRANKLIN RATTRAY.

EERS

But thou art no longer king.

way::;on,

amples in the New Testament relative to it
(infant Baptism) T do not find.”

When, then, did it originate ? and at
what time did it begin to prevail ? Bunsen
fixes the origin of thegite about the middle
of the third century, in the time of Cyprian
of Carthage, and says he was the * first
father, who, impelled by a fanatical enthu-
siasm, and assisted by a bad interpretation
of the Old Testament, established it. as a
principle.” ' Justin Martyr (A. D. 142)
seems mnot to have known of it ; for there
is not a single intimation of it in any of
his writings. Irensus, who is supposed
to have taught the doctrine as early as A.
D. 178, does not mention it. “Tertullian,
who wrote A. D. 204, argues against the
baptism of young children under any cir-
cumstances, even though they were old
enough to believe on Christ, and does not
refer to infant baptism. Origen (A. D.
230) seems to be familiar with the question,
but does not express his opinion. Cyprian
first defends the rite, about A. D. 254, say-
ing, *“ Asfar as lies in us, no soul, if pos-
gible, is ta be lost. It is not for us to hin-
der any person from baptism and the grace
of God.” Ambrose (A. D. 890) takes the
same view,and gays, ‘“ For no person comes
to the kingdom of heaven but by the sacra-
ment of baptism.” Chrysostom (A. D. 398)
goes as far; declaring, ‘“ If sudden death
seize us before we are baptized, though we
have a thousand good qualities, there is
nothing to be expected but hell.” Thus
this rite grew up some time in the third
century, out of a doctrine from which human
| nature shrinks with instinctive horror, and
which we repudiate as a monstrous libel on
the character of God—infant damnation.
Claudius Salmasius, who filled a professor-
ship at the University of Leyden, says,
“ An opinion prevailed that no one could
be saved without being baptized ; and for
that reason the custom arose of baptizing
infants.”’  This is the historie origin of the
rite, and on this it must stand or fall.

And when infant baptism did appear,
there was a sect maintaining the doctrines
of the apostles that stood forth to oppose it.
Passing over the Montanists and tﬁ:ml"b-
vatians, many of whom were Baptists, we
come to the Donatists, consisting of scat-
tered sects and ‘parties; who opposéd the
corruptions that came sweeping in upon the

4 . in the third centy 4. who
consolidated under thmmoﬁgg‘

natus, called the Great, and became a pow-
erful denomination. Among their leading-
principles was an opposition to the union
of church and state, the coereion of con-
science, and infant baptism and member-
ship. They also held the word of God as
their supreme law, and rejected all tra-
ditions of men. ‘Augustine and the
Catholics held that men should be coerced
into religion. The declaration of Petilian,
the Donatist bishop was, ‘ Christ perse-
cutes no one ; he was for inviting, not
forcing, men-to the faith. . . .. Christ,
in dying for men, has given Christians the
example to die, but not to kill.”" Bo nu-
merous was this sect, and so powerful did
it become in Africa, ‘that the Emperor
Congtans (A. D. 348) sent two ambassadors,
men of high rank, Paul and Marcarius, to
treat with them, and induce them to give
up what were called their heresies—to be
“ reconciled to andmpure communion.”—
But the Donatists replied, *“ Quid est im-

i cum ecclesia ?”  They . refused
even to treat with potentates and powers in
spiritual matters, adopting as their motto,
according to Optatus, “ Quad Christianis
cum reqibus, aut quid episcopis cum pala-

. 99

tio,’

And the principles avowed by this sect.

were held by multitudes of others ; indeed,
they were the principles of the early church.

" | Christianity .was probably introduced into

| Wales about sixty years after the ascension
of Christ, and the views of the Welsh Chris-
tians from that time to- A, D. 600 were the
fundamental inéd of the Baptists.—
The first monarch ever ba was Lucius,
ﬁoﬂb Welsh, and he was immersed,

the whole country was per b
theso l.onﬁmenu.,l)uxing e reign of

apd the v

Riscellancous.

PAUL'S PASSAGE PAID.
This bold assailant of Pagan and Jew-
ish superstitions was doing a large busi-
ness in their overthrow. Satan comes to
the rescue. Paul must be driven from the
province of Judea, and Satan laid a snare
for the purpose, and was successful. The
result of persecution, instigated by his
arch-cnemy, was his being compelled to
appeal to Casar. And, accordingly, he
was" sent, as a prisoner from Judea to the
Roman capital in Italy.

That Satan did not gain much by his
successful artifice, will be seen by the fol-
lowing ‘results which followed it :

1. The banished preacher, during the
whole voyage, had a very interesting field
of usefulness, viz. : some two hundred and
fifty people for his congregation—officers,
soldiers, and sailors. And, being on ship-
board, they eould not well get out of his
way. And, we cannot doubt, he showed
his pagan sea-companions the glory of the
gospel, as well by his powerful preaching
as by his holy example. ’

2. And Satan’s friends paid his passage,
as well as furnished him with a congrega-
tion. If Paul had minded to go to Rome
on a migsionary excursion, he would have
been hard pressed for funds to carry him,
for it was nearly a thousand miles from
Jerusalem. But, as a prisoner, he went in
the Emperor's ship, and Paganism paid
the bill.

Our knowledge of Satan’s hatred of
Paul and Christianity, assures us that he
did not design, in persecuting Paul, to do
either of the above things; .

3. Nor did he design to furnish this
great preacher with a new, larger, and far
more interesting field of labour, as was in
fact the case. For he was brought from a
distant frontier to the very heart of the
Empire, and made "converts in the very
court of the Emperor ; for we read of them
in “Cewsar’s household.” He was trans-
ported from a far-off out-post into the very
citadel, and so improved his tage, in
this new and fresh field, that of the
most powerful and prosperous oOf all the
‘primitive Churches was foundediby the
apostle’s labours in Rome. ‘

Such a kingdom as Paul would

up,

so experienced and skilful a contriver, so
cunning and capable, finds his best-laid
plans prove the most efficient agency for
his own overthrow, then that kingdom has
a destiny. We would like to sail in that
ship. She will make a good voyage. Satan
wmay get up squalls and tempests, but ONe
mightier than he will turn them into favor-
ing breezes, and in His own good time

Recorder.

. " LQD- ’“
About forty years ago, an Eunglish mis-

Africa, where a quiet christian village, with
its church and school, now stands as/a me-
morial of suceessful labors ; and surroutided
by the pagan chief and his councillors, he
opened to them the news of salvation by

hrist, and inquired whether they would
receive hig message, and submit to the
teaching of the gospel: After consultation
it was said in reply :—

aboutithe soul. 'We have doubts and fears ;
we did not know where to find rest. Be-
egg-shell ; it was dark; we could see no-

thing ; we could understand nothing. There
was the -sky, here were the mountains,

Stay and teach us, and we will hearken.”
About 1,233 years

o' toom | tom Becorder
g | Yow Basorder,
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"and Satan Would destroy, will prosper— If | that shall he orga

bring the vessel straight to land.—Boston

: e v -y
OHRISTIANITY IN AFRICA AMNGq

sionary stood in one of the wild valleys of

“We never before heard. these things
uneasy feelings and sorrow have come, bus

fore you spoke, we were like people in an

there were the lilies, but we did not know
who made them, nor could we tell where
we came from, or where wé were going.

, & lone mission-
ary stood on the banks of the Derwent, in
Y | Bast Yorkshire, not far from the little

shire converts, and the christian offspring
of the old Namaquas.— London Review.

THE BEST TEMPERANOE BOOIETIES.
"A writerin the Sunday School Times

makes an excellent suggéstidn, which we

commend to all teachers :— ‘

And T apprehend that our chief hope of
success is not among those who have, for a
long time, been more or less addicted to

hope many have been, and will be reclaim-
ed who are considerably advéneed in the
descending scale. i
proves that our thief hope is<among those
who have never yet diverged far flom the
paths of temperance ; prin among
the children and youth of out land. ' These
are as yet uncontaminated. Thgy have
not been poisoned by the worm of the still.

And how shall we most effectually reach
them ?
to total abstinence ?

An organization is
desirable. f

But organizationse among chil-

adults, are not apt to bé permanent or ef-
fective. They want the aids of e&perience.
Are not, therefore, our Sunday Schools the
very organizations we want for introducing
the great reform and securing the pledges
of the young # How couM anything be
mgre perfectly adapted to the end? Who
cal, so appropriately and effectually, bring
the subject to bear upon their minds as
their teachérs ? Are they mot the very
ones to portray before the susceptible minds
of their pupils, the horrors and wickedness
of the vice, and its dreadful consequence to
the body and soul, for timéand eternity ?
Who would be so likely fo guard’ them
against the insidious but dapgerous influen-
ces by which they may be fgtally ensnared ?

I believe that in the Sunday-school a
stand may be made againgt the foe: and
that there the conquest may§ be made, and
the reformation establishe
simultaneous ‘movement, 1ét the pledge be
introduced into twenty thqusand Sunday-

teachers in the schools undgrstandingly

take the vow upon themselves never to use,
or countenance the use of #lecoholic drinks.
Let the pledge begiven togvery new teachs
er and scholar that e
let it be introduced

new schools

follow ?- The present generati® ine
briates may, indeed, pass away unreclaimed
and unsaved. But as there will be no new
recruits from the rising generation, no ac-
cession to their numbers, the whole army
will rapidly melt away  before the ravages
of time, and of their more potent destroyer,

the army of the American Revolution, there
will be only here and there a solitary re-
presentative of the old legion. Presently
we shall be pointed to the last drunkard in

jubilee.

I MUST ATTEND THE PRAYER MEET-
mGI
« 1. Because I wish to go where I am «cer-
tain to find the greatest and best of all my
friends, my heavenly Father.
2. Because that infinite Friend has express-

“ Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves
together.”

3. Because Lean thus add another worship-
per to the.vast numbers who assemble for
prayer, and another endorsement of the plea
that Zion makes with God.

4. Because, #s I co-operate with others in
various employments of life, it is reasonable
I should do soin so important a work as
prayer. ' :

5. Because, by my presence and influence
in that meeting, I can greatly cheer and com-
fort my pastor in hisanxious and laborious
work. :

6. Because, by my example in this respect,
I can animate and encourage my fellow Chris-
tians to do their duty.

7. Because I can thus furnish sinners with
one of the evidences of the sincerity of nfy de-
sires for their conversior.

8. Because my own soul has been, at such
meetings, enlightened by the word of God,

town of Wighton, or “ the Town of the ;:g pl:b' prayers and exhortations of his
Altar,” aad waited the result of a doli::- 9. Booam:ac{‘ soul has often been greatly
» 8. pagan An- | o;amforted at such meetings, by communion and

his court. - The | fellowship with the peope of God.
“10. Because my spiritual strength has of-
est said, “O . | ten been regewed at the social worship of the
oh is now preached | sainte. ' ,
i to M“ 11. Because I can thus honor that holy pro-
et Wich fe:-dx:n of obedience to Christ which I have

n . .

has 1o power | 1. Because grost numbers of the disciples

s e % * | neglect hm%-‘ s, and 1 influence
~tgonox_nz!udon -gnin-t::ﬁghn‘ Aklgmb;‘:nmng‘;heir
o, Sl oo R LK

v ; dlthlumnommt'nno in

-on the ser e and

| to atteni—and (o throw-my whole soal into

| such © as to make them as pro
to myself and others.—Bos-

1

drinking ; although some, and we would J

Yet, all experience

How. shall we get them committed”

dren, without the aid and supervision of

schools. Let the million of children “and

ergf the school, and
would |

till, ere long, like the present remnants of

the land, and temperanee will hold a

ed his will that I should attend stich sgrvices.«}

THE BRIDE,

“ Henry, my son,” said Mrs. Manly,
¢ will you allow me a few moments con-
versation this evening ?” ¢ Certainly, mo-
ther,” ¢ You tell me yous are to be mar-
ried in a few months to Helen 8. , of
B——?" ¢ Yesmother, wegre engaged ;
but you certainly can have no objections to
50 elegant a lady. No family in the city
stands higher in wealth or influence.” ¢ All
that is true, very likely, and I have no ob-
jections on that ground ; but have you

weighed the matter thoroughly *—Have
you made up your mind to live religion let
what will come ?’ “ Why, mother, I am
a member of the church, and humbly hope
I always may be. 1 have never seen a
moment that I wished to leave God's peo-
ple. T have failings, it is true, but by the
grace of God 1 hope to conquer.” * All
this is very well, my boy, and your pro-
mised bride is without doubt an amiable
lady. But she is a daughter of fashion
brought up in all the luxuries of wealth—
accustomed to attending church, it is true,
but I fear destitute of vital piety. You
have my best wishes for your happiness
through life ; but promise me you will be-
gin right. Promise me that you will begin
your wedded life with reading the Scrip-
tures and prayer.  Tell me, Henry, that
you will rear and sustain a family altar.”
The young man’s face crimsoned. He hesi-
tated a little.; and finally replied, ¢ Yes,
mother, Gop HELPING ME, I wiLL.”
Three months elapsed, and a lady array-
ed in her bridal robes, sat in her own dress-
ing-room. Besides her was a youthful but
gentlemanly man, aJ)parent.ly a little
thoughtful. ¢ Pardon” me, Henry,” said
the lady ; ¢ what is the matter 7 You look
almost sud. I trust you are not unhappy..
M« Oh nothing, love, nothing is the matter.
Shall we have worship this evening ' at
the same moment drawing the Bible near
him. “ Just as you choose; of course ; but

By one grand, M for myself I feel that 1 am doing very

well ;” aslight flush passing over her coun-
tenance. JHenry made no further remarks,
The ice was broken ; and opening the Bi-
ble, he read a portion of Scripturg; then
falling upon his knkes, he prayed earnestly.
He aros ened, with a full deter-
imination to discharge every known duty.
" The family altar was reared, and he had
mly to sustain it ; an item he was careful
not to neglect. Henry persevered. There
'was a secret-hope that by and by his youth-
ful partner would join him. Months pas-
sed by ; but when the hour for prayer came
round, the wife sat in her chair unmoved,
not even bowing her head while the hus-
band prayed. No words passed between
them upon the subject. He did not re-
quest her to kneel, but every day he retir-
ed alone, and offered up a prayer for her.
One day the young wife was out, and Henry
was kneeling in their own room. Her re-
turn was sooner than he anticipated ; and
as she stepped on-the hall stair, she heard
the voice of prayer. Helen listened ; and
with all the fervency of an agonizing spirit,
her faithful husband was pleading for her
conversion. For her sake, Father, have
mercy ; not for me, but for her, O God.”
This was all she heard. She felt in a
moment that she had done wrong in refus-
ing to kneel with him. A conviction came
over her that it was cold and ungrateful to
one who always treated her with so much
kindness. She made up her mind at once
to countenance his reading the Scriptures,
and to kneel with him at prayer time.
This resolution was carried out ; and occa-
sionally, as Henry stepped into their room
unawares, he found his wife reading the
Bible. Nothing was said to annoy her;
but often and earnestly his prayers went up
for her in secret.

One evening Henry was going out to at-
tend the prayer-meeting, when, turging to
Helen, he said in a kind voice, ould
you like to go, dear ?” Throwing on her
bonnet and shawl, they were soon on the
way. Finding nothing unpleasant at the
prayer-meecting, she went again and again ;
and in a few months, was as close an at-
tendant as her husband. Henry saw a
change, slow but sure.

As they entered the room oue Sabbath,
after listening to an awakening sermon,
Henry ventured to ask one or two ques-
tions. To his surprise, he was only ans-
wered by a flood of tears. ** I am a sinner,
Henry. Tam lost for ever,” was all the

outhful wife could regly. * But there is
for you I humbly trust, my dear

Helen. Do you wish to be a Christian "
I would give the world, were it mine to
give, to feel that peace . you have always
seemed to possess.”  Could you bear the
reproaches of the world, of your own:fami-
ly in particular ? for you have no reason to
expect them to favor your opinions,” 1
have felt for the last three weeks willing to
bear anything that could come upon me, if
I could only feel that my name was written
in heayen.”  “ You really feel then that to
g;‘} heart Icgroilﬁhn is the ;;aenﬁd item of
+ g 4 indeed.” Both fell upon
their knees ; and long and earnest was the
up. Then b

) 4|
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He had become a wretched waif on the
current of sin. His days were spent in
the waking remorse of the drunkard ; his
nigkts were passed in the buffooneries of
the ale-house. 1

As he sauntered along—out of humour
with himself and with all mankind—a
kind voice saluted him. A stranger laid
his hand upon his shoulder, and said in
cordial tones, * Mr. G—, come down to
our meeting at the Town Hall to-night.”
‘A brief conversation followed, so winning
in its character, that the reckless youth
consented to come. He went ; he heard
the appeals there made. With tremulous
hand he signed the pledge of total absti-
nence. By God's help he kept it, and
keeps it yet. The poor Boot-crimper who
tapped him on the shoulder—good Joel
Stratton—has‘lately gone home to heaven;
but the youth he saved is to-day the fore-
most orator of reform on the face of the
globe. Methinks, when I listen to the
thunders of applause that great Jou~ B.
Gouen, on the platform, of Exeter Hall,
or of the Academy of Music, T am only
hearing the echo of that tap on the
shoulder, and of that kind invitation under

the ancient elms of Worcester! He that
winneth souls 1s wise. - [schn
“ I stood to-night for an hour at the

corner of the street,” said Harlan Iage, on
a cold wintry night, ‘labouring with Mr.
H-—, to persuade him to submit to God.”
So earnestly did he plead, so faithfully did
he point to Christ, that within a few hours
the young man found peace. He afterwards
became a devoted pastor, and in his turn
was wise to win souls to Jesus. Who does
not envy Harlan Page his heavenly crown ?
I had rather wesir the diadem that decks
his brow, than to stand in Milton’s or’ in
Bacon's place at the day of Judgment.
He that winneth soulds is wise.

The veteran Dr. Wisner, when travelling
through Western Massachusetts, once call-
ed at a farm-house to procure a glass of
water. - A young lady very courtéously
brought one to him, and, as he turned to
leave, he kindly said, ¢ My friend, permit
me to ask you before I go, whether you
have yet given your heart to the precious
Saviour?” She told him frankly that she
had not. He conversed with her tenderly
for a few moments, and bade her adieu,
expecting never to meet her again until the
morn of resurrection. Several years after-
wards, whenwn board of a steamboat going
from New York to Philadelphia, he was
accosted by a gentleman, and aske8 if he
was the Dr. Wisner who once visited the
town of , in Massachusetts. The
stranger then informed him that a lady
had requested him, that if he ever met Dr.
Wisner, he should remind him of a young
girl who once gave him a glass of water at
a farm-house door. The brief conversa-
tion he had with her that summer day,
had won her soul to Christ. She sent her
heartfelt thanks for a kind word spoken in
season. He that winneth souls is wise.

Fellow-Christian! have you never yet
won a sihgle soul from sin to. holiness ?
Have you never yet opened your lips to
speak of Christ to a single dying sinner ?
Then I iity you, when you reach your
Father's house in heaven. For, amid the

‘innumerable hosts of the glorified, you will

not find a solitary soul whom you were the
means of bringing in thither. Among the
glittering diadems of those who were wise
to win, you, alas! will wear a starless
crown ! Perhaps God will have no crown
for thee at all'—7". L. Cuyler. -

SOME ANECDOTES OF MINISTERS.

A clergyman in Scetland desired his
hearers nevér to call one another liars, but
when any one said a thing that was not
true, they ought to whistle. One Sunday
he preached a sermon on the parable of
the loaves and fishes ; and, being at a loss
how to explain it, he said the loaves were
not like those now-a-days, they were as
big as the hills in Scotland! He had
scarcely pronounced the words when he
heard a loud whistle. ¢ What's that,”
said he, ‘“ who calls me aliar?” “Itisl,
Willy , McDonald, the baker.” Weel,
Willy what objection ha’ ye to what I told
ye!” ¢ None, Master John ; only I want.
ed to know what sort of oven they had to
bake those loaves in "

A minister who preached in the forenoon
to a sleepy congregation, in the afternoon,
in his prayer before the sermon, very fer-

vently besqught the Lord that He would4

give, not only an understanding heart to
the people,but also a hearing ear and a seeing
eye. An improved condition of*things in
the afternoon indicated that the prayer
was heard. - .
" In his lecturé on ** Common Sense,” Dr,
Bethtne mientions the following incident :
_Just after a great financial crisis and
crash, a Wall Street broker one day afked
him if a certain D, D, in New York wasa
man of any brains,
“Certainly,” says Dr. Bethune, “he is
man of very fine intellect and informa-

a
‘tion.” ,

«T gr astonished to hear it,” replied

| the broker ; T thought he wis' very de-

character of a man who is the Lord of an inan«
imate world.  Of this great and wonderful
sphere, which, fashioned by the hand of God,
and upheld by his power, is rolling through the
heavens, a of his—his from the centre to
the sky, It is the space on which the genera-
tion before him moved in its round of duties,
and he feels himself connected by a visible
lim® with those who follow him, and to whom
he is to transmit a home. Perhaps his farm
has come down to him from his fa They

have gone to their last home ; but he can trace
their last footsteps over the scenes of his daily
labors. The roof ghelters him was rear-

ed by those to whom he owes his being. Some
interesting domestic tradition is conm
with every inclosure.’ The favorite fruit tree
was planted by his father’s.hand. He sported
in beside the brook which still winds
through the meadows. Through the field lies
the path to the village school of earlier da
He still hears from his window the voice of
Sabbath bell which called his fathers' to.
house of God ; near at hand is the! \
his parents laid down tn rest, re, W
his time has come, he shall be
children. These are the feelings-of !
of the soil. Words cannot paint t
cannot buy them ; they flow outof 1l
est fountains of the heart ; they ‘are
springs of a fresh, healthy, a
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YHE PASTOR'S WIFE,

tive places. The village clock has' a long
time been silent. The Ilights from the
workshops faded away some hours since,

The last garment has been repaired

happy childhood.

0!
only ten years since she mingled in those
home scer.es——only ten yéars since she gave
her life to that loved one’s keeping ! What
a circle of bri shone around her
pathway then,‘and what a sea of .sorrow

lay between then and riow ! ; |
Was it not enough for her young heart

to leave parents, brothers, -sisters and all
of # AC

kindred, on the other side

with no expectation of mee
in this life,  without finding
and neglect ?—Cannot parishi
she needeth heartfelt sympa
they not see that the pas
bear life’s burde nndl‘,k
ot even ask sympathy of her huSbahd
other wives can. He, in addition o of

e Atlantic,

ald

home it is to rest, that he may-
with heart and soul prepared to labor. The
wife knows that on such rest depends the
salvation of souls ; then, though the heart
may break for want of some one to whom
it can pour out its hidden sorrows, each
trial sinks deeper, deeper, and the old
smile, only somewhat fainter, lightens the
wan features of the sorrow-stricken wife,
and the husband even, sees not that the
smile was like sunshine resting upon dark
and troubled waters.

her eye brightens, her heart leaps up with
a mother’s pride and gladness, and then
the old weight presses heavily down upon
it and the door of joy closes with a heavy,
clanging sound to her, but we heard only a
faint sigh, which might easily have been
mistaken for a passing zephyr.

Ah, there are times when it would, al-
most, be relief to lay her five little ones in

then Christ would send his angels to bear
the dear ones up to him, Now there is an
uncertainty. She knows that temptations
gather thick and fast arounl the minister’s
child. There are so many who love to say,
“ What better are they than we ; look at
their children,” when perhaps those same
children were first taught evil by them.
Then there is a feeling of dependence

member of that family.

Aye, but say you, ‘“every minister’s wife
should count the cost before she takes upom
hersélf such a life.” A minister's daugh-
ter might, perhaps, with some success ac-
complish this, but other men’s daughters,
never. '

It is a well-known fact that ministers’
children, generally, do not follow in the
footsteps of their parents. . 'They see so
much sorrow, so many trials connected with

into other channels, long before they are
b old enough to decide upon any course of
action. . :

Wife and children are each and all pub-
lic property. Why, has not every one s
right to say how they shall dress when he
provides it ? Has not every one a right o
look into all the affairs of the pastar’s fa-
mily ? And if, perchance, some older
head sees aught amiss in calculation, go-

generous na-
tional character.—. Everett. F i

Alone she sits by the dying taper. - Five *
little ones are tucked away in their respec~ -

and the busy world has all seemed quiet. gt
and |

Y

thought carries the mother back to her owiy

{:a' strange a con&ast. and yet ’tis

men’s burdens, has that of the church, as.a .
“whole and individually. When he it

Her little ones, in their prattling inno-
cence, come around her, and for a moment:

the damp, cold earth, for she knows that.

that must fall upon the heart of every .

such a life,~it is no wonder that their young ¢
hearts shrink from it and their minds turn
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