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THE REFORMED. 

Tee felt its awl i ? 
I've sank beneath its writhing grasp, : ro 

rar 

w
o
 

in deepest sin; 
WS 

‘all— 

Tve robbed my wife of food, 
Ve curs'd the very life I hel Aig 
And every thing’ ’s goud. 

But now I've under foot, 
¥ ‘ chting ¢ H 

I've 1 

-| Street. 

api jo. swallow w. them up, quick in a 
{ moment the gas explodes Ay thoy stand 

"| and died.’ And these things are usual, and 

| suddenly" called in such an hour as we 
think not to face the realities of eternity. 

| Well, if it be ‘so, ‘if there be a thousand 

ary, Miscellanies, &e., close the rich feat of 
intellect and taste presented by the ErLecTic. 

For sale by Henry 8. Beek, No. 14, King 

The Pulpit 

“THE WAILING OF RISCA. 

A SERMON 
Delivered on Sabbath Morning, Dec. 9th, 1860, 

BY THE 

"Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, 
AT EXETER HALL, STRAND. 

“Suddenly are my tents spoiled, and my curtains 
ina nt AT ewniah iv. 20. 

II. The second head of ‘my discourse 
this morning wae tobe, Svopex DeATi, AS 
WE VIEW IT MORE PARTICULARLY IN RELA- 

TION TO OURSELVES. 

The miners of Risca had no more idea 
of dying that Saturday morning than yeu 
or I have, nor did pers seem much likeli- 
hood that they would. They had gone up 
and down the pit, some of them, many 
thousands «of times in their lives. It is 
true that some had perished there, but then, 

‘how very many had gone up and down and 
bad net perished. Nay, they had grown 
so fearless of danger, that some of them 
even thrust themselves into it, and in defi- 
ance of every regulation for the preserva- 
tion of human “life, they ‘were bold and 
careless, and would gratify a selfish indul- 
ence when a spark might have caused the 
ui Bri of them all. We will not 
say that it was any negligence that ‘caused 
this accident—God forbid that we-should 
lay anything to the charge of those who 
have now ‘depatted, and have to answer be- 
fore their God—but, at any rate, sure it is 
that men who have most to do with danger 
are generally the most callous, and those 
who are most exposed are usually utterly 
careless about the very danger which others 
see but which they will not see themselves: 
Any ‘warning ‘you or I might have given 
them would have been thought unnécessa- 
ry, if not impertinent, “Why need. I be 
so careful 2 I have done this fifty times 
before. Why may I not do it again ?"'— 
But as in a moment, although there was 
no - Fe flash, no earthquake, no open- 

before-the Eternal God. It was but the 
twinkling of an eye, even as though the 
last trump had sounded (and indeed it 
did sound as far as they were concerned), 
and down fell the lifeless corpse, and the 
spirit returned to God who made it. And 
you and I dre in danger too. We are not 
in the pit in the midst of explosive air, but 
there are a thousand gates to death. How 
many there be.who have fallen dead inthe 
streets ? How many’ sitting in their own 
homies ? I stayed but a week or two ago 
with ‘an excellent Christian man, who was 
then in the halest and" m arty health. 
I was startled indeed when G- inime- 
diately after that he had come home, and 
sitting down in his chair had shut his eyes 

in such a city as ours we cannot go down a 
street without hearing of some such visita- 
tion. Well, our tarn must come. Perhaps 
we shall die falling asleep in our beds after 
long sickness, but peer dv: we shall be 

gates to death, if all means and any means 
may be sufficient to stop the current of our 
life, if really, after all, spiders’ webs and 
bubbles are more substantial things than 
human life; if we are but a vapour, or a 
dying taper that soon expires in darkness, 
what then ? Why, first, 'T say, let us all 
look upon ourselves as dying men, let us 
not reckon on to-merrew. Oh ! let us not 

procrastinate, for taken in Satan's grea! 
net, of procrastination we may wait, and 
wait, and wait, till timé is gone and the 
great knell of eternity shall toll our disso- 
lution. To-day is your only time. O 
mortal men, the present moment is the only 

f mor call your'own, and oh ! | 
| how swift its wings | This hour is yours ; 

be turned again ; it shall never run a se- 
cond time for you. Let it once run out 
and you will die. Oh! live as though you 
meant to die. Live as though you knew 
you might die to-morrow. Think as though 
you might die now, and aet this very hour 
as though I could utter the mandate of 
death, and summon you to pass through 
the portals of the tomb. 
And then take care, I pray you, that 

you who do know Christ net only live as 
though you meant to die, but live while you 
live. Oh what a work we have to do, and 
how short the time to doit in! Millions 
of men unconverted yet, and nothing but 
our feeble voice with which to preach the 
Word ! My soul, shalt thou ever condemn 
thyself in thy dving moments for having 
preached too often or too earnestly ? ~~ No, 
never. Thou mayest rebuke thy sloth, but 
thou eanst never bemoan thy excessive in- 
dustry. Minister of Christ ! in thy dying 
hour it will never be a theme- of reproach 
to you that you preached ten times in the 
week, that yen stood up every day to preach 
Christ, and that you so preached that you 
spent yourself, and wasted your body with 
weakness. No, it will be our dull sermons 
that will haunt us on our dying beds, our 
tearless preaching, our long studyings, 
when we might have preached better had 
we come away and preached without them ; 
our huntings after popularity, by gathering 
together fine words, instead of coming right 
up, and saying to the people, “ Men and 
women, you are dying, escape for your life 
and fly-to Christ ;” preaching to them in 
red-hot simple words of the wrath to come 
and of the love of Christ. Oh! there are 
some of you members of our churches, who 
are living, but what are you living for ?— 
Surely you are not living to get money— 
that is the worlding’s, objeet. Are yoy liv- 
ing merely to please yourselves? Why 
that is but the beast’'s delight. Oh! how 
few there are of the members of our churches 
who really live for God with all their might. 
Deo we give to God as mich as we give to 
our own pleasures? Do we give Christ's 
service as much time as we give to many of 
our trifling amusements ? Why, we have 
professional men of ¢dueation, men of ex- 
cellent training and ability, who when they 
once get into a church, feel that they could 
be very active anywhere else, but as Chris- 
tians they have pothing to do, They can 
be energetic mm parish vestries or in the 
rifle corps, but in the church they give their 
name, but their energies are dormant. Ah! 
my dear hearers, you who love the Saviour, 
when we shall come before Christ in hea- 
ven, if there can be a regret, it will be that 
we did not do more for Christ while we 
were here. 'T think as we fall down before 
his feet and worship him, if we could know 
a sorrow, it would be because we did not 
bring him in more jewels for his own erown 
—did not seek more to feed the hungry, or 
to clothe the naked—did not give more to 
his cause, and did not labour more that the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel might be 
restored. Live while you live : while it is 
called to-day, work, for the night cometh 
wherein no-man can work. 
And let us learn never to do anything 

which we would not wish to be found doing 
if we were to die. We are sometimes 
asked by Joung people whether they may 
go to the theatre whether they may dance, 
or whether they may do this or that. Yon 
may ‘do anything which you would not be 
ashamed to be doing when Christ shall 
come. You may do anything which you 
would not blush to be found doing if the 
hand of death should smite you; but if 
you would dread to die in any spot, go not 
there ; if you would net wish to enter the 
presence of your God with such-gnd-such 
“a ‘word upon your lip, utter not that word ; 
or if there would bea thought that would be 
hoo to the judgment-day, seck not 
to think that thought. So act that you 
may feel you can take your shroud with you 
wheréver you went. Happy is he that 
dies in his pulpit. Blessed is the man thir 
dies in his daily business, for he is found 
with his loins grt about him serving his 
Master ; but, oh, unhappy must he be to 
vhom death comes as an intruder, and 

ids him engaged in that which he will 

DE —— 

would be different. 

than its usual fog. But here is a moustor, | 
Death, which devours its hundreds at its | 
meal ; and with its iron tongue the funeral | 
knell koeps crying out for more; its greedy 
and insatiable maw never being filled ; its 
teeth never being blunted ; its ravenous 
hunger never being stayed. And here we 
are, and though it will be our tgrn bye- 
and-bve to be devoured of this great mon- 
ster, yet how little do We think about it! 
One reason I think is, becanse we seldom 
visit the dying. TI stood once by the side 
of a poor boy whom I had taught asa 
Sunday-school teacher: he Mad received 
very little good training at home, and 
though he was but a lad of seventeen, he 
became a drunkard and drank himself to 
death at one debauch. I saw him, and 
talked to him, and tried to point to him 
the Saviour, and heard at last the death- 
throttle in his throat, and as I went down 
stairs I thought everybody a fool for doing 
anything except preparing to die. T be- 
gan to look upon the men who drove the 
carts in the street, the men who were busy 
at their shops, and those who were selling 
their wares, as being all foolish.for doing 
anything except their eternal business, and 
myself most of all foolish for net pointing 
dying sinners to a living Christ, and in- 
viting them to trast in his precious blood. 
And yet in an hour or so all things took 
their usual shape, and T began to think 
that I was not dying after all, and I could 
go away and be I fear as heartless as be- 
fore. I could begin to think that men 
were after all wise in thinking of this 
world,and not the next ; I mean not that I 

really thought so, but 1 fear T acted as if | 
thought so; the impression of the dying- 
bed was so soon obliterated. If you could 
see all who die, perhaps the impression 

I~eould likensthe sons 
of men ‘to a company of South Sea Is- 
landers, whose eanoe being disabled, floated 
upon a raft, and they ‘were attacked by 
sharks ; they disappeared one by one, till 
but three or four were left. Can you con- 
ceive the despair which would settle upon 
the countenances of these few? If they 
knew a God, do you not-think ‘they would 
then indeed call on Him? ‘And in what 
respect, except that death was more appa- 
rent to them, were they different from us? 
Man after man is being taken away from 
us by the devouri . Friends 
and “kinsfolk have been snatehed into the 
deep, and some of us remain upon the 
edge of the raft. Yon gray-haired man 
may be the next that is carried away. The 
hosts of Gred are crossing the flood ; some 
have already passed it and are singing the 
eternal song, and 

“ We are to the margin come, 
And soon expect to die.” 

God help us so to live in the expectation 
of death, that Christ may be glorified in us 
whether we sleep or wake, and that we 
may be able to say, For me to live is 
Christ, to die is gain.” 

’ To be Continued. 

 Bisallmens 
From the Reformer and Telegraph. 

PROTESTANTISM IN ITALY. 
A summary statement of the present state 

of Protestant activities in Italy, embracing 
every part of the field, will, be of interest to 
our readers. The following account is chiefly 
derived from a writer in the Kvangelisehes 
Gemeindeblatt, and from the corresponding 
Editor of the New York Methodist. 
The Protestant agencies row at work in 

Italy may be divided into four classes—The 
ancient Vaudois churches, the new Italian 

Vaudois churches, the purely Italian churches, 
and the churches for foreign Protestants. 1. 
The Ancient Vaudois churches are found among 
the hills and valleys of their ancient home. 
The chief centre is La Tour, where they have 
a fine new church, built chiefly by General 
BecKwITH, whose devoted love for the Wal- 

denses, and many acts-of kindness to them, 
are well known to your readers. They have 
also at the same place a hospital, orphan- 
house, and school.. The theological seminary 

Genoa has a hospital, finely situated, witQ a 

depot for Bibles and rcligious books, and | 

schools. At Nice, there is a Vaudois con- 

gregation of about three hundred persons. 

French and Italian ; but Nice is no longer in 

Italy. The above points are all in Piedmont. 

Within the last two years. Vaudois Protestants 

have availed themselves of the new Italian 

freedom, and planted evangelists in various 

places in Central, and even Southern Italy. 

Their theological school at Florence-will soon 

begin to tell upon Tuscany. Itis a drawback 

to their usefulness that the Tuscans are so 

fastidious as to style and accent, that they can 

hardly listen patiently to any other than Tus- 

can speech,but this difficulty will disappear as 

Tuscan Converts rise up and as the seminary 

gradually sends forth its graduates from Flo 

ence. The schools for children at }lorence 

are well attended. Milan has recently been 

the scene of the evangelical labors of M. 

Sr1IENNE MALAN 5 but RavioLl, has heen very 

active and useful in distributing Bibles and 

religious books. Everywhere the Vaudois 

evangelists commend themselves to the people 
by their ardent piety, and their zealous, self- 

sacrificing labors. 

3. The Italian Churches (purely such) are not 

in any organized condition, in the proper semse 

of the word; but there is a vast deal of faith. 

zeal, and activity among them, and it cannot be 

doubted that a fitting organization will follow in 

due” time. The Evangelical Italian Church at 

Turin is under the charge of De Sanctis, who 

was converted some ten years ago, and whose 

writings have spread a great deal of evangelical 

light and truth among his countrymen. This 

society has about sixty members, and has a school 

attended by perhaps one hundred and fifty chil- 
dren. The Evangelical Society at Genoa was 

directed, up to a recent period, by Mazzarella. 

Since his departure to enter upon the duties of 

his professorship ‘at Bologna, his place in the 

society at Genoa has been supplied, to a certain 

extent, by Larzomarsino, formerly a merchant, 

who was jmprisoned with Mazzarella at Alessan- 

dria for his evangelical labors. This society has 

about one hundred and fifty members, all con- 

verts from Rome. There is a Bible depository, 

near the grand cathedral, which has put in cir- 

culation between thirty and forty thousand 

Italian Bibles. 
At Florence there are several evangelical so- 

cieties, of which the most important is the Prec 
Italian Church, under the charge of Prof. Borioni, 

a very active and industrious man, though lame 

in both legs. At Bologna, Vastavini, a Neapoli- 

tan, has a congregation which now worships in a 

former palace of Sixtus V. He extends his labors 

also to Reggio and Modena; he is an educated 

theologian. At Milan, Asti, Novi, Alessandria, 

Novara, Brescia, and other towns, evangelical 

societies have sprung up, in which prayers and 

exhortations are offered by converted laymen. 

Most of these evangelical societies are more or 
less under the influence of the so-callea Plymouth 

brethren, or Darbyites. The English brethren 

send a great deal of money to Ifaly. Their so- 

cieties are * gatherings,” without a pastor, and 

without laws or discipline in the ordinary sense 

of the word. "Fheir worship is very simple; 

reading the Scriptures, singing, prayer, and ex- 

hortations. “Any brother is competent to ‘ break 

bread," that is, to administer the Lord's supper.” 

The writer in the Gemeindeblatt, states that he 

has often attended their services, and testifies to 

their earnest faith, Christian simplicity of man- 

ner, and warmth of religious life. * Most of 

their exhortations are founded on their personal 

religious experience ; they preach Chnst and him 

crucified, as the only Saviour of sinners.” 

4. The Churches for forewgn Protestants, embrace 

the ambassador's chapels, in the large cities, and 

also German and French churches in Milan, 

Naples, and other places. These services, being 

conducted in foreign languages, have little direct 

influence pon the Italian people ; but, indirectly, 

they are of great service as moral supports, so to 
speak, for the converts, and as means of commu 

nication with the Protestant churches of Northern 

Burope and the United States. 

tion of men of various ecclesiastical opinions, yet 

all subject te the will and wish of the great Cap- 

tain of Salvation ? 

One of the most beautiful evidences and exhi- 
bitions of this Union Sentiment has delighted the 

1861. 
or cities, or nations, but the Christian World 

bended reverentially before ONE Gop supplicat- 

ing, in concerted prayer, the effusion of the good 

Spirit. If the words were full of meaning of the 

most precious kind, Behold /4e prayeth |” What 

should Be said when the adorations of grateful 
praise ascend from thousands of hearts illumi- 

nated by the grac€ and baptized with the power 
of a United Christianity—** Behold the Nations of 

the Earth pray.” Ten thousand Altars at the 
same time exhale the incense, and millions of 
Chorists chant the glorious hallelujahs. 

“Surely over such a fair field the Christians 
heart might in rapturous songs burst forth— 

How good and how pleasant it is for Brethren 

to dwell together in Unity !” 
Let the Christian heart take courage ; and the 

windows of heaven will swing open on their holy 

hinges as the blessings of the Gop or UNITY de- 
scend upon the Earth. Let the prayer which 

comes to us from beyond the centuries be reiter- 

ated “in every land by every tongue —that 

prayer upon which the hopes and happiness of 

universal mankind depend : “ THAT THEY ALL 

MAY BE ONE!" 

FALLEN WOMEN. 
TueRE is no subject of more delicacy submit- 

ting itself to the consideration of our people and 
press, than that of the reclamation of Fallen 

Women to a comparative respectability. There 
is such feeling of intense indignation against 

them, that many seldom pause to consider their 

claims, or to remember that they are not the 

only sinners against Divine Law—though their 

sins are undoubtedly scarlet-hued. 

The following timely article, in the: New Cove- 
nant newspaper, from the pen of Mrs. M. A. A. 

LIVERMORE, is so much in point at the present 

time, that we can allow no false notions of deli- 

cacy to prevent us from publishing these remarks 

of'a Woman. Let them be read; and let us all 

feel how dependant we all are upon the mercy 
of that incarnate Gop who wrote upon the 

ground the forgiveness of the woman taken in 

sin, and bequeathed to the dying malefaetor upon 

the twin Cross, that memorable parden, so full 

of hope, and such an earnest of mercy to us all. 

Mrs. LIVERMORE writes : 
“ In no one particular do good and ‘pure women 

err more grievously than in their estimate and 
treatment of their fallen sisters. No repentance 
can ever atone for their lapse from virtue; no 

after-striving for purity of life, can reinstate 
them in the good opinion of society, or absolve 
them from the pitiless scorn of those more for- 
tunate, and, it may be, less severely tempted. 

They are dealt with as though no lesson of for- 

giveness had ever been breathed from the cross, 
as though no theory of reformation had ever 

been broached to a sinning world. We are told 

that for a long time the passage in the New Tes- 

tament which records Christ's treatment of the 
woman - taken in sin, “was enclosed in blac 

lines, indicating that it had best be omitted in 
public readings, so that in many corrupt ver- 

sions as of the Evangelisteria, it came to be 

omitted altogether. It was considered dangerous 
that such leniency should be commended!” 

Allthe more noteworthy is our treatment of fe- 

male sinners from our leuience to the same sin, when 

man is the offending party. While we tread 
down in the deepest depths of degradation the 
woman who has departed from virtue, whether 

lured by what she deemed love, or driven by the 

gaunt wolf of-hunger, we extend the hand of wel- 

come to the man equally, if not more guilty, lead 

companionship our pure sisters and daughters, 
and clap our applauding ‘hands When he is ele- 

vated to high places. Is that then so deadly a 
sin in woman, which is but a slight peceadille in 

wen, to be winked out of sight, and spoken of, is 

at all, with bated breath, and words of apology ? 
The black lines no longer surround the praecti- 

cal lesson of forgivenness and charity, but all the 
same do we ignore it, as though it had never 
been bequeathed us. Wrapping ourselves in dr 
own righteousness, we gather up our garments 
{rom contact with these poor creatures, as if 

their touch were pollution, and bar more secure- 
ly the doors of society against them,calling them 
“outcast and abandoned.” But by whom are 
they outeast—by whom abandoned ? Not by the 
Great Father. for His arms are ever wide open 
to receive the sinful, and he not only permits, 
but invites the return of the vilest. No, it is we, 
His children. needing hourly forgiveness, who 
presume fo “deal damnation” to a class of offen- 
ders ‘pardoned by His Christ, and dismissed with 
the gentle reprimand, “Go and sin no more.” 
"Is yirtue only a matter of sex, and is morality 

CHRISTIAN UNION. 
“ THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE,” was the fer- 

vent petition of the greit Founder of the Chris- 

tian faith ; a prayer, not merely of the lips, but 

the passionate utterance of the sacred heart ; and 
for which unity and the divine benedictions 

world during the opening months of 1860 and 

We saw, as it were, not merely localities, | 

him to our pleasant parlors, surrender to his 

and badges, acknowleding the temporal Instruc- 

| 

such effort there is much that may be done indi- 
vidually in the creation of a right public sentiment 
upon this subject. Letus recognize the lineaments 
of womanhood even in the fallen of our sex, and 
in our own hearts, at least, extinguish the inexpli- 
cable hostility tqgthem which is the greatest hin- 
pxnce to their reformation. ‘It is the first step 
that costs,” and this being done, other an 
judicious action will follow easily.—New Covenant. 

RAILWAY ENTERPRISE IN INDIA. 
When for the first time Indian legislation 

is retrogressive, and when the absence of 
governmént threatens the extinction of half 
the European capital in Bengal, we derive 
new confidence from the two facts that it is 
non-official energy which has doubled the 
trade of the country, and created a vast 
railway system in ten years. Since 1850, 
eight companies have been formed in Eng- 
land to carry out ten separate railway pro- 
jects in a country in which no finished 
material and no skilled labor exist, to which 
800,000 tons of ‘iron and 700 European 
engineers and workmen have been sent. 
These projeets involye a capital of nearly 
fifty-three millions sterling, of which not 
one million has been raised in the country 
to be benefitfed by the execution. These 
companies have undertaken the gigantic 
task of opening 4,917 miles of communi- 
cation, at a cost comparatively as low as 
that of the cheap American lines, through 
distrigts rich with the virgin wealth of cen- 
turies, but hitherto separated by. the im- 
passable barriers of distance. In ten years 
they have completed a fifth of the work 
undertaken, apd have so forwarded the rest 
that it will be finished in four years more. 
Engineering difficulties have been encount- 
ered unknown in Europe, miles of quick- 
sand and river have been bridged, and the 
steep ascents of mountain ranges have been 
climbed by the iron way. Science has 
triumphed over nature; and hat in a land 
to which she was a foreigner, under a sky 
which to her votaries has too often been 
disease and death. . 

Living as we do on the spot, looking 
only at local delays and official obstructions, 
remembering rash promises that were 
made in the infancy of Indian railways and 
sad “disasters, which would have been 
averted in 1857, had these promises been 
fulfilled, we have a tendency to undervalue 
the extent of railway enterprise in the - 
East. But if we look at the picture of it 
as a whole drawn by Mr. Danvers, the 
Secretary to the Railway Department of 
the India Office, we shall be astonished at 
its magnitude and congratulate ourselves 
on its present results. As we read his 
pages of figures and accurate statements 
of facts; imagination fails to grasp the fall 
extent of the benefit which these 53 millions 
of English capital will confer on India. 
And when we remember that this capital 
is to be applied almost exclusively to trunk 
lines, that when they are completed, 
branches will run out from them into every 
district, that there is no spot in the plains 

of India where a line will not pay, we may 
well pray for peace, that knowledge. may 
be allowed thus to run to and fro and cover 
the whole land, The basis of trade, as of 
the military security of India, is a complete 
railway system. : 
We have so often described the progress 

of each railway, that we shall draw on Mr. 

Danvers only for a few of the most striking 
facts. His report is a complete history of 
railways in India, up to the close of last 

year. Notwithstanding the delays and 
destruction of material caused by the 
Sonthal raids and the mutinies ; in spite 
of the distance of India from England, the 
loss of materials on the way, the mortality 
among the Kuropean servants of the com- 
panies, and the difficulty, in many cases, 
of securing labor ; and in the face of the 
obstruction caused by the supervision and 
wierference of Government, a committee of 
the house of Commons declared in 1858 
that the construction of the Indian will 
bear favorable comparison with that of the 
English lines. The same remark is true 
of tne cost of construction, and the expense 
of working. The Indian companies have 
had no legal and Parliamentary expenses, 
while they have paid nothing for the land. 
The cheapness and vastness of Indian 

railways will be seen from a ‘compari 
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