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I cannot see the world is fair, 
Nor drink the sunshine, breathe the iy, 
Nor live, and not make life a prayer. 

A prayer of se, a sweet “ All Hail 1 
To wand M y 
Apo ges ga Eh 

Benignly through their other fears 
Far, ar alors earth’s dreary jars, : 
Gaze down the royal God-poised stars. 

1 gaze upon each sphered star, 
1 fies throagh yoRdet oulin afi, 
To where my Father's mansions are. 

No phantasy of daasling deed, | 
No cramping cincture of a creed, 
Can calm with calm my deeper need. 

I bare my forehead to the sky, 
And lifé’s full fountain fills so high, 
Only to breathe is ecstacy. 

The nectar of all vanished springs 
This spring from her brimw ed censer 
Thrills with new life all living things. 

I have a lover's kiss for r you 
Sweet Violitey rimmed with betaiy det, 
From moss-weft covert peering through. ° 

flings, 

I have no tear, no note forlorn, 
For you, sweetsbreezes of the morn— 
I'm glad this morn that I was born. 

Come in, soft sunshine of the day— 5 
Serene soft sunshine, God’s own ray— 
To brighten all my upward way ! 

Down yon hushed heaven stealing through, 
God's. blessing 5 dew, : 
Maken SHLoiy ing b i erg 
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A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE WESTERN 
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QUEST OF THE BODY. _ STE pr 
“I will give you pastors according to my heart, 
hich hall ; knowledge under- 
sanding toni tre, Po. 

subject we propose for bur present contem- 
latin riba dig rtance o 

called and 
ie flock of ing 

the oversight thereof, not by constraint, |X 
but lucre, but of ingly, not for filth 

"ministry" ing to his own heart, who, 
endued with power from on , 
moved with a holy ardour for 

aloud and spare not, and with 

teach every man in all wisdom, they 

Jesus,—a ministry, rl wig who, fired 
with an earnest zeal for the glory of the 
Redeemer, and wholly consecrated to the 
work to which they are called, will devote 
themselves to the perfecting of the saints, 

and by the use of sound doctr fail 
YI 

. 

bs | 

| and dwelt amon 

“tice, licentiousness, and cruelty. Even 
the gods they worshipped were themselves 

"| the examples and patrons of the vilest in- 
iquities, and those who served them were 

| like unto them—sunk to the lowest depths 
of moral infamy and degradation. Nor 
was this state of things confined to the 
poorer and more ignorant classes of the 
people, but the rich, the learned, and the 
great, — amongst whom were priests and 
princes, orators and poets, legislators and 
hilosophers,—all were equally enveloped 

| in the dense gloom of spiritual night. 
Their leaders evinced no desire to instruct 
or elevate the common people, but were 
satisfied to take advantage of their igno- 
rance and superstition. 

But “ when in the wisdom of ‘God the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe.” Hence the ap- 
pointment of an order of men to preach 
the Gospel, to expound ‘the law of God, 
and to make known the mysteries of re- 
deeming grace, is an institution divine in 
its origin, and peculiar to Christianity. It 
is dn expedient devised by the all-wise 
and beneficent Creator, to improve and 
elevate the condition of his fallen ecrea- 
tures, and-to restore the lost to his favour, 
by delivering them from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
soms of God. And nothing could more 
strongly evince the omniscience of its di- 
vine author than its perfect adaptation to 
the purposes for which it was designed; 
for if men, in order to be turned from their 
evil ways, must be wrought upon by rea- 
son and persuasiom,—if to be fitted for ser- 
vice of Christ, they must be fed with 
“ knowledge and understanding,”’— then 
the setting apart of an order of men, duly 
qualified for the work of the ministry, to 
warn every man, and teach every man in 
all wisdom, must be followed by the most 
extensively beneficial results. Its dis- 
“tance from all that is imposing in the eyes 
‘of the world, is a source of its efficiency, 
and one of its highest commendations; 
for while “the preaching of the cross is 
unto them that perish, foolishness, unto us 
‘who are saved % in the power of God.” 
Foy gees he big sighs honour 
on ministry, by ing in. person. 
t has been quaintly remarked by a Scot- 

tish divine, that’ God had one only begot- 
ten Son, and he made a preacher of him. 

orld, he did not lead in the marts of com- 
and | merce, or the halls of science and learn- 

He did not wade through seas of 
‘blood to gain the laurels of the hero, or 
‘ascend a “throne on skulls of men,” to 
.sway the rod of empire. All this was tao 
‘mean to court his regard or command his 
‘notice, for all this was infinitely beneath 
the object for which he ““ was made flesh, 

: us,” He came on a 
mission the most honourable and glorious, | 
‘to accomplish a design the most benevo-, 
lent, and worthy of his exalted nature. 
“Then,” said he, * Lo I come, as in the 
ond Sra mie we. %, 

‘delight to do thy will, O my yea, thy 
r E J? And to this he | law is within my heart 

could add, “I have preached righteous- 
over sneer : ole, when iii ag fe fo Erevan atio) ilo Lone 
from their base wanderings, should | not reframed my lips, d, thou know- 

aa iar sbe their - i est.” And does not this predietion accord 
Per- | with the accounts frie Fy Se inspir- 

| ed evangelists, of his public ministry ? To 
whose lab pile do ey Gi whos 

ed unto them?” Pid he not “preach 

| thrones and empires to the dust 

| IL That its call and qualifications are 

bearing the seal of his Divine authority.” 
‘“ As my Father hath sent me, even so send 
Iyou” “ All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching to observe 
alk things, whatsoever I have commanded 
you ; and lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” Thus, we 
perceive, it was no trifle for which the Sa- 
viour died, and rosd’again. No mean re- 
sults were to follow the triumphs of this 
unexampled conqueror. Having spoiled 
principalities and powers, making a show 
of them openly, triumphing over them in 
his cross, he laid the foundation of a 
kingdom destined to embrace the universe 
of mankind. And now, that he might ex- 
tend this hallowed crusade of merey and 
grace, till the whole world should be sub- 
Jugated to his righteous dominion, he as- 
serts his power as king and Lord of all, 
and by virtue of his supreme authority. 
sends forth his commissioned embassadors 
entrusted with the momentous interests of 
his kingdom, to guide them with wisdom 
and discretion, to proteet them against all 
invasion, and by declaring his righteous- 
ness, and making known his salvation, ex- 
tend them to the ends of the earth. 
But this commission, given primarily to 
the Apostles, was not designed to apply to 
them exclusively, and consequently to 
cease, or become null, when their work 

was done ; but was to continue in full 
force for the especial authority and direc- 
tion of all who should succeed them in the 
work of transmitting the gospel from age 
to age, in all nations, to the end of time. 

If this be incorrect, how are we to under- 
stand the promise with which the commis- 
sion is accompanied,—Lo, I am with you 
alway to the end, or consummation of the 
world 7 If it be limited to the Apostles, 
and have no reference to the future minis- 
try bestowed upon the church by our Ad- 
vocate and Mediator, as a consequence, 
and proof of his exalted state, tien the 
fulfillment of such a promise must be re- 
garded as a moral impossibility. But if it 
be true—as unquestionably it is—further 
evidence to prove the divine origin of the 
Christian ministry is utterly superfluous. 
It stands before us as a thing made out, 
[. ewig on the authority of Wigs 

‘wis not numbered among the original dis- 
ciples, but received his ministry ** as one 
born out of due time," most confidently 
asserts his apostleship as having been 
divinely ‘committed to him. For to the 
Galatians he says : “1 certify you, breth- 
ren, that the. gospel which was preached 
by me is not after man, for 1 neither re. 
ceived it from man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
From all this it appears evident that what- 
ever may be made out as special in the 
first commission, the principle of its divine 
institution, which we now seek to maintain, 
is clearly represented as one of the essen- 
tial qualities of a genuine gospel ministry. 
This is its grand distinguishing feature,— 
the peculiar property which surrounds it 
_with sublimity, and arms it with strength. 
It is this which clothes it with majesy, 
and elevates it far above all human autho- 
rity and resoarces. It is this which has 
preserved it from the rage of its enemies, 
and carried it triumphantly through 
of fierce persecution ; and it is this which 
still renders its position firm and impreg- 
nable amid storms which are op ye 

; and it 
this ensures’ its perpetuity, its constant 

and its ultimate grand and uni- 
versal triumph. Having thus briefly 
noticed the divine origin and establishment 
of the Christian ministry, we will now ob- 

e, Ra - ’ g 2 % 7 

; “the-Gentiles, who | 

teachers,” were precisely the same as those 
which: God bestows upon his migisters now. 
True, to many of them miraculous gifts 
were imparted ; but it does mot appear 
that these constituted any essential part of 
their ministerial qualification. On the 
contrary, the Apostle. Paul in his clossifi- 
cation distinctly marked them as inferior 
to those gifts which were ¢ edification, and 
exhortation and comfort.” ~ ‘Wiiting to the 
Corinthians he says :— And God hath 
set some in the church, firstaApostles, se- 
condarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers,”— 
now mark the expression—** after that 
miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, gov- 
ernments, diversities of tongues.” Here 
the gifts which endowed them with the 
power to work miracles,—to heal the sick, 
and to speak with divers tongues, are not 
only distinguished from, but rdnked as in- 
ferior to those by which they were consti- 
tuted ** Prophets and Teachers” 

This view is confirmed by the same.au- 
thor in his epistle to the Ephesians, where 
he says :—** And he gave some Apostles, 
and some, Prophets, and sowe, Kvange- 
lists, and some, Pastors and Teachers.” — 
In this passage not a word is contained 
respecting miraculous gifts as part of the 
institution established by our exalted Me- 
didtor, ‘“ for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edify- 
ing of the body of Christ.” This was the 
great work for which the Christian Minis- 
try was originally appointed ; and this must 
ever continue to be its principal end and 
aim : and to the agcomplishment of this— 
its grand primary/object and design, the 
gift of miracles could never have been re- 
garded as more than auxiliavy ; for could 
it be made even to appear, that these ex- 
traordinary gifts were invariably possessed, 
and exercised by those whom Paul desig- 
nates, Apostles, Prophets; Fvangelists,- 
Pastors and Teachers, it would afford no 
evidende that it was by these they effected 
the “ perfecting of the saints, the work of 
the ministry, or the edifying of the body 
of Christ.” The essential requisite to the 
performance of such a work is a power sent 
upon the soul by the operation of the Di 
vine Spirit, imparting, with other necessary 
qualifications for the work, a desire to 
spend and to be spent for the salvation of 
souls. And none but they who possessed 
these gifts and power from above, were 
ever Pastors, or Teachers, in the pro 

This is the very life and soul of the gospel 
ministry, its highest ornament and truest 
glory. It is this which invests it with a 
resistless energy, and renders it the “ wis- 
dom and the power of God.” Take away 
from the ministry its spiritual element, and 

you divest it of that which is essential to 
its efficiency and success ; you have the 
form without the power; the body destitute 
of life, and the tree deprived of its sap 
and foliage. 
As qualifications for the sacred office, 

no other endowments, however important 
in themselves, or useful in their place, ean 
ever be received as equivalents for the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit; for without 
a call, a gift, and a power from God, 
though a man possess all knowledge, and 
be able to unfold the deepest mysterios of 
human science, and though: he display a 
martyr's zeal; and speak with an angel's 
tongue, yet with all these he is but sound- 

ing brass and a inkling cymbel. The 
grand point to be determined, therefore, 
respecting every one who is proposed for 
the sacred office of the ministry, is whe- 
ther or not he bears the credentials of a 
true messenger of God. The call and 
qualification of a true minister of Christ 
can never be considered as separate ; they 
stand united by an indissoluble bond; and 
what God has joined together let no man 
ay assunder. The essential qualification 

| for the pastoral office may be regarded as 
‘two-fold—the moral and the mental. A 
call to this sacred sphere always pre-sup- 

: regeneration, or the anointing of the : Byori, as the moral qualification, and in- 
volves the bestowal of suitable gifts, as the 
mental qualification ; for to, eall a man 
a him the necessary 

th an unarmed soldier into the battle ; 
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belongs, that the Lord never designed the 
operations of his love to constrain him to 
the work of the ministry; but to some 
other, and more private sphere of useful- 
ness, Nor is it at all impossible, or even 
unusual, for truly pious men to be deceiv- 
ed in this matter. Their hearts overflow- 
ing with gratitude to him who hus plucked 
them as brands from the burning, and 
moved by a resistless impulse to labor for 
his cause, they may sincerely beliave them- 
selves called to the ministry, while it is 
apparent to all but themselves, that they 
are sadly deficient in the essential qualifi- 
cations for that work. Here, then, the 
responsibility of the church, is at once 
manifest. As the only authorized execu- 
tor of Christ’s will and testament, on earth, 
she has the sole right to control and regu- 
late the appropriation of the ordinances in- 
cluded therein. On her rests the onus of 
judgement respecting those who apply for 
admittance within her sacred borders, and 
to her belongs, no less, the right to decide 

in. reference to the claims of those who 
aspire to minister at her holy alters. True, 
to a man's own heart is known what has 
passed between him and his Maker. He 
only can judge of the inward motives which 
prompt him to undertake this great work. 
And if induced to offer himself to the 
church as a candidate for this sacred office, 
on his own soul it ‘lies to say whether he 
has béen moved to it by the spirit of God, 
or by mere ordinary profession of motives. 
Still, the responsibility of the church, in 
this matter, remains undiminished. She is 
bound to move catiously, yet firmly, in her 
decisions, that no imprudence should mis- 
lead her to recommend, or encourage, an 
unsuitable person to enter this sacred call- 
ing. She should see to it that she bring 
not reproach upon herself, by accrediting 
to she world a man whom God has not 
qualified, to ‘“ warn every man, and teach 
every man in all wisdom, that he may pre- 
sent every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” 
For no circumstance of time, place, rank, 
talent, or education cag justify a church in 
dispensing with these essential qualifica- 
tions. In sealing the credentials of any 
candidate for the gospel ministry, they are 
bound to ascertain whether or not the 
Lord himself has first sealed them by the 
gifts of his Holy Spirit; and can only 
proceed on the ground that he certainly 
bears the marks of * that faithful and wise 

| steward whom the Lord will set- over his 
house, to give every man a portion of meat 
in due season.” Thus they are to be gor 
verned by the apostolic injunction, * The 
same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.” And 
‘nothing can be clearer or more reasonable 
than this, for into the hands of a “steward,” 
who is neither ** faithful” nor * wise,” the 

momentous interests of the cause of Christ 
should never be committed; and a man 
who has neither  aptness to teach,” nor 
faculty to communicate, should never be 
commissioned, and sent forth as a teacher. 
From all this it appears evident, that 

the Christian ministry is not only the same 
institution as at first, but that the essen- 
tial qualifications for, and mode of instruc- 
tion into the sacred office, remain’ entirely 
unchanged. Any departure, therefore, 
from the requirements thus distinetly spe- 
cificd by our great master and Lord, must 

deprive the whole institution of its vitality 

and strength. As Baptists we are bound 
to adhere to them with unwavering fideli- 
ty, for on this depends our very existence 
as a denomination. With these principles 
preserved inviolate, we stand and flourish, 

—1let them be abandoned, and that mo- 

ment we fall. Woe to our churches, when 

as qualifications for the ministry, we shall 
substitute a commission from ecclesiastical 

authorities, for a call from God; a ritual 

for a gift from God, or a refined edacation, 
however highly we may prize it in its 
proper place,~for a power from God.— 
Such a gross inversion of the whole scrip- 
tural order of things, would involve an act 

of high presumption, and introduce cor- 
ruption, and degeneracy, into an institu. 
tion which we are bound to preserve in all 
its purity and strength. Such a course 
would instantly reduce our standard from 
the region of the Divine, to that of the 
shuman, and acknowledge our preference of 
the * Wisdom of Man,” to the + power 

“ | of God.” 

fessions, in every other respect, it should 
not, certainly, be inferior to them all in 
point of education, or trainifig. No ration- 
al being will presume that it requires less 
judgement, or skill to expound the law of 
God, or make kaown the mysteries of the 
gospel, than it does to ‘practice medicine, 
or the law ; and yet, a man must undergo 
a special training for a certain number of 
years, before we will recognize him as a 
physician, or a lawer ; but how many of 
us inconsiderately rush from the plough 
and the workshop into the pulpit, without 
any such special preparation for the highly 
responsible work to which we are to de- 
vote our lives. Such a course has a ten- 
dency to reduce the sacred office below, its 
proper and original standard. And the 
arguments which are often employed in at- 
tempting to justify it are not less absurd 
than the course itself. How often are we 
refered to the Apostles, and ministers of 

the early church, as “ignorantand unlearned 
mer,” and with a sort of boasting triumph, 

they are held up to our notice as evidences 
of the glory and strength of an uneducated 
ministry. These men, we are gravely told, 
were taken fresh from their fishing boats 
and made “ fishers of men,” or from their 
farms to sow the seeds of truth and life, 
and all this without being ‘* spoiled in a 
college,” or cormupted with the dangerous 
principles of science and philosophy, and 
this, in a measure is all true ; not a word 

of it are we disposed to call in question ; 
but who dares to presume, after all, that 
they were * ignorant and unlearned men,” 
or that they were uneducated, in the pro- 
per acception of that term ? Did not he 
who called them to that great work assure 
them that he would make them ** fishers of 
men.” And how did he do this, but by 
instructing them in the duties of their holy 
and honourable vocation? In obedience 
to the sacred injunction, ** learn of me,” 
they placed themselves under his divine 
instruction, and were thus trained for the 
space of three years at the feet of the 
Great *“ Teacher sent from God.” What 
college of the present day can combine the 
facilities for imparting an education for 
the niinistry, which they enjoyed who were 
taught in the school of Christ? So pro- 
found, so masterly, and yet, so clear, and 
appropriate were the instructions he im- 
parted, that they who heard him were “as- 
tonished at his doctrine,” * for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes.” And these, forsooth, are the 
men whom “we are ‘called upon to wrogard 
as ** ignorant and unlearned,’-—men whose 
position and attainments may well be en- 
vied by the wisest and most efficient min- 
isters of the present day. And it would 
be of immense advantage to those who 
blindly attempt to hold them up as ex- 
amples of the success of an uneducated 
ministry if ‘they could attain to the one 
tenth of the knowledge and efficiency dis- 
played by these, so called, unlettered fish- 
ermen of Galilee! But it was by their 
enemies alone, who knew but little or 

nothing about them, that they were charged 
with ignorance ; all who heard them ex- 
pound the doctrines of vhe cross, or wit- 
nessed their defence against the accusa- 
tions of their learmed adversaries, * took 
knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus,” and had. learned of him who 
spake as never man spake, and whatever 
deficiency they may have evinced in refer- 
ence to polite, or general education, they 
were nevertheless, profoundly instructed 
in the deep things of God. 

In fact the whole history of the early 
apostles, is one continuous, unanswerable 
argument in favour of a special training for 
the work of the ministry. Even the great 
apostle to the Gentiles, notwithstanding 
he had been brought up at the feet of 
Gamaliel, and educated in all the arts and 
science of his day, spent three years in 
Arabia and Damascus, subsequent to his 
conversion and call to the ministry, before 
he came up to Jerusalem to engage pub- 
liely in the work. In what precise man- 
ner his time was occupied during this long 
period, we are not particularly informed ; 
but it is more than probable that it was 
devoted to the active study of the holy 
scriptures, and other needful p ation 
for the highly important sphere of useful- 

to the success of all others engaged in that | clsmation of foolish nreachers, 
| work, is “evident from his writings to our fallen in 

and from his fatherly advice to 

these mighty veterans of the cross. They 
were sound in the faith, mighty in the 
scriptures, and valliant for the truth. 

They possessed great natural powers, 
which they strengthened by the improve- 
ments of assiduous cultivation. Their vast 
intellects seemed to expand as they pro- 
ceeded in the declaration of truth, and the 
subljmest mysteries of the gospel were laid 
hold of, and unfolded with the clearness of 
a sunbeam. And so masterly were their 
expositions of the grand principles of bible 
theology, that even learned men, in their 
presence, were often made to feel their in- 
significancy and nothingness. These men 
ureducated? No, verily. So far from 
that being the case, as ministers of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, they possessed 
qualifications and attainments which would 
have done honor to the title of Doctor in 
Divinity. That they valued learning as a 
powerful auxiliary to the cause of truth; 
and as an essential requisite to a success- 
ful ministry, is evident from the records of 
their lives and labors. They were found 
amongst the foremost of the early pioneers 
of the cause of education in these lower 
Provinces. In spite of opposition, taunts 
and ridicule, they cleared the way, and 
laid the foundation of those valued Insti: 
tutions, to which under God we ‘owe so 
much of our progress and strength as a 
denomination. Our beloved Institutions 

with our growth, and strengthened with 
our strength, till they constitute one of the 
great bulwarks of our denominational in- 
terests. And who can say how much of 
their present efficiency, and prospect of 
future success, are due to the toils, the ap- 
peals, and the prayers, put forth in their 
behalf by those departed worthies, to whom 
be it known, even in these days, we are 
refered as examples of an uneducated min- 
istry! Let us acknowledge and deplore 
our cducational deficiencies, or excuse them 
as best we can; but in the name of justice, 
and common sense, let us not more glar- 
ingly expose our littleness by co i 
our attainufents with theirs | ~ I do not in- 
sinuate here that a education is, 

to admit nove but those, who have 
obtained it, are qualified for that office. — 
But I unhesitatingly declare it as my set- 
tled conviction, every candidate for 
the sacred office should, if possible, avail 
ed of the inestimable advantages of 
such a preparatory” training, if un- 
avoidably prime from so Yetirable a 
course, he should apply himself with in- 
creasing earnestness, and assiduity, to the 
more tedious process of self-cultivation.— 
It cannot be denied that many, without 
the aid of a College, have advanced them- 
selves to posts of distinguished eminence 
and usefulness in the church: And an 
ordinary amount of braius, with sufficient 
industry and perseverence may sccomplish 
it again, and all honour to thé men who 
will thus press their way through every 
discouragement in pursuit of so mobile a 
purpose ; for all the more illustrious do 
talent and genius appear, when they gath- 
er strength and beauty from the very dif- 
ficulties which they have to overcome. A 
mind that is not susceptible of extended 
cultivation, or will not apply itself to its 
own improvement, was, evidensly uever 
formed for the work of the mimistry; an 
intellect that will expand, like a mushroom 
to its maturity in a day, was never design- 

mysteries of redeeming grace. True, we 
sometimes hear much about the employ- 
ment of weak and foolish instruments to 
accomplish purposes ; in. support of 
which str handle is made of the words 
of the +— God hath chosen the 
‘foolish things of the world, to confound the 
wise, and weak things of the world, to 
confound the things which are 15 A 
Now this is all very true, and very 
portant ; nobody pretends to doubt a word 
of it; but it is difficult to ine how it 
ever entered the head of a rational being 
that all this, or any part of it, has any ap- 
plication whatever to the christian minis- 
try. It is affirmed in the we papas 
we admit, that the cross of Clirist, in itself 
Ys to the wise of this world, foolishness ; 

at Horton, and Fredericton, have grown . 

or ever was, orton, to success in. 
the ministry, nor am 1 in the least disposed 

ed to be employed in unfolding the deep - 

but where is it recorded that he ever call- ! 
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That od ae and prized such a thor- | 4, Or sent forth a fool to be ity herald. El 
| ough training for the work of the ministry, | True, it has God to save “them 
no one acquainted with his history will 


