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-dot the whole tide of time—from the days 

| of persecution, all have the lists of mar- 

| how fierce and deadly the rage against that 
unoffending people. Such as escaped put | pa 

| with p:nknives; others they took up by 

. | up and down the rooms till they promised 
‘to turn Catholics.” 

| creed, this persecuted sect; that in this 
country, peopled by refugees from oppres- 

| written on. the very fitst page to which we 

having refused to do it for them. Joan of 
Kent, persecuted by Cranmer and Latimer, 
and John Rogers, too, (all of whom suffer- 
ed afterwards,) who urged the young king 
to sign the warrant for her death, saying 
that ** burning alive was no ~ruel death, 
but easy enough,” was burned upon the 
very spot where Amne Askew suffered. 
Elizabeth Gault, 4 poor Baptist wowmun, 
was executed at Tyburn in 1685, less than 
two hundred years ago, for harboring those 
of her hated and proseribed persuasion. 
She is represented by Bishop Burnet as one 
who spent a great part of her life in acts of 
charity. § 

But why multiply cases like these ? They 

of Christ the crucified until now. Ger- 
man¥, France, England, Catholic countries, 
and Protestant countries, . Asia, Africa, 
Europe, and America, all have the records 

tyrdom. 

It would be impossible to tell how dread- 
ful was the persecution of the Waldenses, 

forth a pittul plea to the world, in wich 
they. aflirm, ‘* In one place they merciless- 
ly tortured not less than a hundred and fifty 
women and their children, chopping off the 
heads of some, and dashing the brains” of 
others against the rocks. And in regis 
to those whom they took prisoners. irom 
fifteen years old and upwards, who refused 
to go to mass, they hanged some, and nail- 
ed others to the trees by the feet, with 
their heads downwards.” This is but a 
single picture. ** They cust some,” says 
Claude, * into large fires, and took them 
ont when they were half roasted. They 
hanged others with ropes under their arms, 
and plunged them several times into wells, 
till they promised to renounce their rel 
gion. ‘Tney tied them like -eriminals on 
the rack, and by meaus of a funnel, poured 
wine intg their mouths, till, being intoxica- 
ted, they declared that they consented to 
turn Catholics. Some they cut and slashed 

the nose with red-hot tongs, and led them 

We migat expect that the New World 
‘would be an as,lum for this proscribed 

sion, freedom of conscience and liberty ot 
soul would be advocated and protected ; 
that here, at least, a people woose track. 
was red with the blood of their own mar- 
tyrs for centuries would find rest. But 
wasitso? No! We tind ** Bloody Tenef 

turn ; peoseription, intolerance,. banish- 
ment, the whipping post, and the prison 

:. siofed privilege of Roger | Bap 
| Williams to Lift up 

| tion whose leading views he . espoused, in 
the name. 

ed the throne of the Cesars, the declara- 

tion * that conscience should be free, and 
men should not be pumished for worship- 
ping God in the way they were persuaded 
he requifed.”” In Massachusetts colony 
there was no soul liberty. The Puritans 
bitterly persecuted those who did not agree 
with them, and intolerance reigned every 
where. “The arm of the eivil govern- 
ment,” says Story, *‘ was constantly em- 
ployed in sypport of the denunciations of 
tite church ; ‘and, without its form, the In- 
quisition existed in substance, with a full 

show of its terrors and violence.” By sta- 
tute Jaw'it was ordered, in 1636, that ** no 
person, being & member of any church 
which shall hereafter be gathered without 
the approbation of the magistrates and the 
greater part of said churches, shall be ad- 
mitted to the freedom of this common- 
wealth ;” thus disfranchising all who were 
not of the standing order. And to meet 
the case of the Baptists still more directly, 
it was the very same year enacted that ** if 
any Christian shall openly condemn the 
baptizing of infants, or shall purposely de- 

rt the congregation at the administration 
of that ordmance, and continuing obstinate 
therein, he shall be sentenced to be ban- 

~ The clergy were violent in their denun- 
ciation of toleration ; “to them it ‘was the 

licy,” says Sh , in his famous Eye- 
pes 44 Sermon, preached in 1672, ** to plead 
for an idefinite and bousidless toleration.” 
President Oakes, of Harvard College, ‘said, 
in the Elgetion Sermon of 1673, * I look 
upon toleration as the first born of all abo- 
minations.” Increase Mather said, in the 
Election Sermon of 1677, **1 believe thdt 
Antichrist hath not, at this day, a more 
probable wuy to advance his kingdom of 
darkness than by toleration of all religions 
and persuasions.’ John Cotton; that princs 
of great men, told the people that **it was 
toleration that made ‘the world ‘antichris- 

tian, and the church never took hurt by the 
punishment of hereties”—a doctrine as in- 
famous as was ever broached by a Huilde- 
brand or a Borgia, And this was the tide 
of sentiment expressed by ministers in the 
pulpit, and by legislators in the halls of 
law, that Roger Williams and the Baptists 
of this cdfony ‘met and resisted, ay, and 
conquered. Williams fled only to avoid 
being sent to England for trial. Bat he 
left a seed that soon began to develop it- 
selfs—a Jeaven that at once bagan to work. 
He was gone, but the principles remained. 
The rulers had driven him beyond their own 
limits, but they had not rid the colony ot 
Iris sentiments. The Baptists here before 
his appearance weve timid, bat he left them 
bold for Christ. Dr. Ma her, in his **Mag- 
nalia Christi Americana,” says that some 
of the first planters of New Eaglasd were 
Baptists ; and the fear that Willams would 
arouse them, and organize them, probably 
led to the severity, with which ‘he was 
treated © But the severity only brought out 
the Baptist spirit, and soon the principles 
for. which the minister-of the First Church 

.| in Salem was banished were flourishing 
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ed containing two hundred 
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years labor alone. ¢ 
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is highly encouraging. 
persons in the fello of the 
churches ap the Island. Duringathe las 
year there has hema gn ine of 
members. Comparativelgs 8 be 
added yet as the result of 
val, but there are now 
inquires connected with # 
the supervision of the million 
The Chairman, Sir Mdrton 

course of his address said 
“ We have in our dengil 

of 2,500 places of worship) 

Out of this number, seveRty- 
half of the income of § 
other half is given by 9 
upwards of a sand 
present time in our ded 
nothing. Now, I cannot¥ls 
arises from a many of the 
t really understanding® 

opérations of the socie y 
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that our missionaries wont forth unfettered 

we say to no missionaries going out there, 
*‘ This is the creed from which you are to 
‘ake your teaching," but that we give them 
simply the Word.of God, leaving it to the 

1 guidance of the Spirit of God, and their 
wa views of Scripture, to teach what they 
aulieve to be the entire Word of God: 1 
say, if all our churches understood this, 1 
lo not think there is one Baptist church— 
1% least I never met with one—which migh: 
wt be a cheerful contributor, to the fands 
of the society. The committee have ap- 
pointed an agent to visit these churches. 
With regard to London, we have sixty-five 
churehes who do subscribe, but we have 
108 who do not; and I have thdught it 
right, as the treasurer of the society, to 
write a letter to the pastor of each of tuose 
churches, and they will also be waited upou 
by the agent of the society specially ap 
sointed. My object in calling attention to 
shis is, to urge our brethren to say to the 
pastors aud members of those churches thai 
oar hearts and arms are open to them all, 
wd that whether they sce with us or not 
on all matters, is of no consequence. 
We want them to cone and join us. Qu 
warts are large enough to receive thew 
vitheut reference to thuse differences, anu 
.0 love them as mueh as if those differences 
lid not exist. The next thing I want to 
all your attention to is, the expulsion, as 
sou will remember, some time sinee, of ou 
nissionaries from the island of Fernaudo 
Po. It fell to my provinee, as your treasu~ 
rer, to take up the case of the Missions iu 
this respect. I waited ou the Goverument 
—at that time the Governmant of Lord 
Derby—and I must say that my statements 
were received and eutertamed by him with 

Lord John Russell became the Seere- 

1gain to wait on him and on Lord Wode- 

"ase, to explain the position of tae sogicty, 
0 show what the less had becu, and to de- 

ely of their waking us 
wer, 
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last | 40d inflame them with the geal which 
trust, manifest in your own Micha of the Masir. Wo wi 

to declare the whole counsel of God—that | 

ligiously apply to the furtherance of the 
Gospel in Africa. And now, my dear 
Christian friends, we will leave what onc 
i} term the secular part of the subject— 
and it is now ny duty, as your treasurer, 
to leave the whole matter with you, simply 
‘and earnestly praying that you will tell to 
your nin wembership with the 
Baptist ehurches of London and the coun- 
try, that there is a great work to be done, 

’ 

1 cannot conceive of 
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friends, Wo are the Tam y of ou 
Jesus Christ—His brethren and sisters— 
and we are met here to-day to consider 
our obligations and duties with regard to 
His last will and testament. The last 
thing He commanded was, that the disci- 
ples should go forth and preach the Gospel 
wm every part of the world, and He added 
that which you never yet could experience 
in your own persons when reflecting on the 
will and -testainent of any earthly triend, 
“Lo, IT am with you always.” Now, my 
friends, we have the Lord Jesus Curist 
present with us to-day, and the spirit iu 
which we would desire this meeting to be 
conducted is, the consciousness of His pre- 
sonoe and Hus blessing resting on éach one 
of us, It is .in this fecling that the ad- 
dresses” should proceed, and if every 
speaker who follows me is deeply conscious 
oi this fact, and speaks as in the presence 
of his present Lord, the meeting will be 
conducted in a manner which will interest 
your inmost hearts, aud it will be a day 
mdeed much to be remembered, and for 
which we shall not cease to bless God. 1 
will now call on the Rev. R. Koberts, of 
Loudon, and I am quite sure that the =p.rit 
m which he will speak, and you listen, will 
be that whigh I Lave so fechly attempted 

» to encourage. 

BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 
The anniversary of this society was held 

in the Metropolitan Tabernacle on’ the 22d 
ult., Richard Harris, Esq, in the chair, 
The general income, during the year 

was £2,244, the expenditure £2,166,— 
The report exhibits encouraging tokens.— 
Several devoted pastors have been settled 
in connection with rising interests, efforts 

are being put forth by the Irish churches 
tor the erection of suitable places of worship 

and an’ earnest inquiry is in progress 
amongst the Irish people in regard to the 
constitution and ordinances of the christian 
church. 
The Rev. Arthur Murdell, Baptist Minis- 

ter of Manchester, was introduced by Rev. 
Mr. Spurgeon and made a most thrilling 

applaudits of the assembly. Here itis in 

Mr. Mursell said :—He wished he could, 

and on that account there was a sort of 
chivalry, which should incite them to sup- | 
port an institution like this. The English 
nation did. well and nobly in connection | 
with the famine in 1846, in sending out 
the bread that perishes to sustain the 

poral necessities of Ireland. Should 
their labours be less earnest 
send out the Bread of Life to those who 
were labouring under a wore erying neees- | 
sity ? Wht poe the advantage of a pro- | 
vision for threescore years and tem, if, | * 
when that brief space had passed, the im- | 

perish for ever? If |; mortal soul were to 
urse did n 

millions for t i 
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free ? Apart altogether from the cold and 
icy superstit on that held the 1 in its 
toils, there was much in the Irish nature 
that was open and generous. He had had 
the privilege of being in Ireland twice, 
and although he had heard its people ac- 
cused of being selfish, that was the last 
fault he should be dizposed to lay at their 
door. But it appearcd to him that the 
strongest impediment to the ‘| of 
evangelieal religion in the land, was the 
overwhelming influence which priesteraft 
exerts upon the people. He must confess 
he felt a little astonished that no mention 
was made of this in the report. He did 
not know ‘that it was possible to talk too 
much about Christian enarity, provided the 
talking about it led to the exercise of it; 
but he thought it possible to make gross 
and glaring mistakes as to what true chari- 
ty was. He should be sorry to utter a 
word to the disparagement of his Roman 
Catholic brother as a man, but his whole 
soul kindled into indignation and abhor- 
rence, when he thought of the system to 
which he was attached. He thought it be- 
aoved that society to take a strong stand, 
wd speak sternly out upon this yuestion. 
[t was this that formed the main barrier to 
the progress of evangelical truth there. 
Chey could speak with delight and encour- 
agement of the glorious revivals that had 
taken place, but even these must be par- 
tial, and, to a certain extent, transient and 
effectual. Until the great incubus of 
priest-craft was removed, the people could 
uot begin to revel in the liberty wherewith 
Christ makes His people free ; for the off- 
spring of Freedom. never could be born 
wtil the Mother of Harlots was destroyed. 
But he thanked God that He was exerting | ming 

relation to this matter. He was beginning fier 

with His own powerful hand to remove 
this vast impediment to the spiritual free- 
Jom of Italy, and He would ere long re- 
wove it in Ireland. Taey could not turn 
their eyes to the Italian peninsula, without 
dfting up their hearts in gratitude to the 
God & arkions. The merits lip had been | 
resonant with a name that Lut awhile ago | 

in seeking to | w 
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and shaking a liou’s paw ; he gated ! 
sc Biddy Sanh tf LT on, a 
the paw that of t ritis. . Fratersity 
with Protestants He wold weiss’ '§ Shad 
of excommunication ; but ere the threst wag 
penis he met with such a sueer of siti 

with the ali-n, that the red ink curdled in his pen 
as it fell fom Fe pelted Sager, He Fs on 
bat uot to upon day hight ; fu 
storm ¢loud Which Jlstieberd nun ere be felt 
aslesp had darkened all the sky. Red light 
niiigs flashed from ity bluck busom, aud as the 
ore ro An 7 sg he felt 
the fi, ivns of Lis throne of lubvebood, 
mented a they were with the Sond separ. 
martyrs, tollering 10° its buse; sed ; 
anh bra, of 0 thunder-peul te heard the 
voless of emancipated millions hail His doom 
and triumph in the dowufull of the Mun of 
Sin. Let them bridge over in their imagines 
tions a bygone space of nearly two thousand 
years. Lhe peasantry of Naples were return- 
ing on a suliry summer's evening from the 
vingrards woere they had be:n agri. 

pes, The thirty maiden lifted her 
fom ker head, and let the bucket down into 
the well—she heard no s; lash, as she was wont . 
when the rope was all uuwound, and the ves~ 
sul touched the water ; she wound it up end 
it was dry. 
The women at the neighbouring colleges had 

also filed to draw. An aged man hard by 
lified his grey eye to the summit of Vevuvius, 
and saw a denser column of smoke glin 

chasm seemed to glow as if red and, 

$000 in to trickle down its sides and | 
around its mouth. Soon the neiglibourhot 
was all astir, and men, women, and 
“were hurrying from the devoted A few 
short hours, and sky and mou all sevmed 

ed up in one chaotic cataract » nd fountain 
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