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New Testament Studies.

NO. XXXIL
CHURCH DISCIPLINE.
Part 3.

In yet urging the importance of maintaining a
sound New Testament discipline, we would glance at
the requirements of brotherly love. There is a great

h of meaning in the passage heretofore quoted,
mou shalt not suffer sin upon thy neighbor.”
Thou shalt not see hiw, that is, labouring under the
burden of sin without aiming at his relief. So of that
other passage, " Brethren, if any of you do err from
the truth, and one convert him ; let him know, that
he who converteth the sinner from the error of his
way shall $#ve a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.” What a glorious, what a Christ-
Tike reward is here proposed to a tender and loving
faitbfulness! But now here is a church that takes
no heed to the claims of erring brethren for pity and
help. Ther ** wander out of the way of understand-
ing,” and their “ feet stumble upon the dark moun-
tains,” and they * remain in the congregation of the
dead.” And yet, “dead” as they are, they are flat-
tered with “a name to live.” Alas! what love is
there here? A passage alrdady cited wore than once
reads thus in the margio :—‘&fhou shalt in any wise
rebuke thy neighbor, that thowbear not sin for him o
that thou become not in any way responsible for the
evil which he commits on account of thy neglect in
not rebuking him. We have the thought Ezek. xxxiii.
8. “ When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man!
thou shalt surely die ; if thou dost not speak to warn
the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall sure-
1y die in his iniquity ; but hisblood will I requireat
thy hund.” A terrible threatening this. And yet it
is precisely the threatening incurred by churches
that suffer their brethren to sin on unreproved. Love
indeed! The Holy Spirit calls it batred. * Thou
ghalt not Aate thy brother in thy heart: thou shalt
in any wise rebuke thy neighbor.” And what love
could be more like hatred than that which refrains

from rebuking an erring brother, and holds its peace
while he hastens to perdition? We see thus how
the dictates of brotherly love urge us to the faithful
application of Christ’s laws for church-discipline.

Lastly, there is the aspect of the church upon the
world. It is through the church ihat God seeks to
convert the world. Still the great gospel comuwis-
sion, given at first to the church, remains in force.
But an undisciplined and unboly church cannot bring
back an apostate world to its God. Itself #8'in an
apostate condition. It takes sides with the enemy.
1t damns more souls thon it saves. Besides, God will
not work through such a church for the salvation of
the world. Why, what sort of a conversion would
the world then receive ? It would beas if the church
of Laodicea bad spread itself out, and covered the
world with the plague and curse of its own hall-heart-
edness. And. were thata state of things to satisly
" the yearnings of (he Bible, or to realize the indica-
tions of prophecy ? Assuredly not. No doubt God
does, notwithstdndiog the errors of those by whom
the gospel is proclaidied, bless its proclamation to the |

salvation of soulsl Yet surely it is not in vain that |
the purity of the church, to which the gospel is in-
trusted for the benefit of the world, is fenced and |
guarded, as we have seen, by Christ’s laws for church- |
discipline. A large portion of the New Testament is
devoted to the exposure of practical error as well as
dcetrinal. It is against the practical errors of the
seven churches of Asia that much of our Lord’s cen- |
sure is cirected. * Brethren!” says Paul, in one
place, pray for us ibat the word of the Lord may
bave free course and be glorified.” There is some-
thing that impedes the onward movement of that |
word, and checks itz *‘free course.” And this, in |
our days, is mainly the ungodliness of a merc nominal
Christianity ; which ungudliness, again, arises very
largely from the false discipline of false churches, or
the Jax discipline of true owes. [Here, then, is the
bane of the world; and here its hope.  What can the
beathen themselves think of the atrocities of the bap-
tized but unsanctified Christians, who prowl over
lac.d and sea, dishonoring the holy name by which
they are called? What holy influence can any
church exert upon the masses of men which admits
men of all creeds, or no creeds to minister at its al-
tars, and partake of its privileges? And what can
any expect to accomplish if, with lofticr and purer
~pretentions, they nurse a moral corruption in their
churches, out of all barmony with those pretentions,
and robbing their beautiful theories of their practical
power ? For the sake of the world, therefore, it be-
hoves us to give full play to a New Teetament disci-
pline in our churches ; and to pray tbat Christian
churches everywhere ay be led, in this matter, to
see light in God’s light, and to conform to New Tes-
tament patterns; since it is only by a regencrate
_church that God will reach and regenerate our lost
wogld.

Let us turn, ere we close, lo that impressive Apoca-
lyptic vision,—* And Isaw seven golden candlesticks;
and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man.” We know who this was. As
for “the seven candlesticks,” they were the seven
churches of Asia, in the midst of which the Son of
man walked. This he did, to mark whaf was praise-
worthy, and to commend it; what was wrong also,
dnd to censure it, And does not this same * Son of
man " still walk op and down amidst the churches
that bear his name ; inspecting, approving, or blam-
ing? And what does he see in the churches of these
Lower Provinces ?—among our Baptist churches,
with their claims to the character of New Testament
chiurches? What sort of an epistle would he agdress
to us? Would it be like the one which he sent to
Sardis ?—*“1 bhave not found your works perfect be-
fore God ”—And yét * ye bave a few names that have

that, whatever our faults, the Laodicean spitit bas

at obl ng us—the spirit which exclaims,
“ I am rich, and increased with,goods, and bave need
of nothing” Let us rather hope, that there is somc-
'md&n better spirit, which says, ** Let us search
and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord—Then

trath. Our baptismal theories are right, whatever
mistakes we may makeas to their appliéation. So,
too, oufviews on chureh-discipline, ! urt.. ey mAY
require correction, are {or the mosggt in agreement
with inspired standards. Nor are we cramped, and
bampered by creeds, and confessions, and s of
diseipline of human origin, as some other bodies are.
‘Thus, if we would in any respect amend our doings,
we have only to* ** stand in the ways, and see, and
ask for the old paths, where is the good way ¥ and
walk therein, and so find rest for our souls.” Herein,
indeed, lies our hope and strength as a denomina-
tion. We utterly repudiate all such theories of re-
ligious development as would send us to any fathers;
ancient or modern, to learn the will of our Lord.
That Lord places us at his feet, and bids us there
abile, when he says, * Be not ye called Rabbi : for
one is your Master, even Christ ; and all yeare bteth-
ren. And call no man your father upoa the earth’y
‘or one is your Father, who is in heaven.” Christ’s
code of government, as his system of doctrine, is ¢om-
plete. Itis given for all time, and adapted to all
time. We have, then, but to return to this code,
wherein we may bave departed from it, and repent of
our departure, and ** bring forth fruits meet for re-
pentance.”” Our doing so, the waking up of our
churches generally to a serse ol short-coming in the
matter of discipline, and a concern to do better for
the time to come, would be no equivocal symptom of
a revival—a token of the retarn of the good Spirit
like that which, as we have seen, once 80 signally
discovered itself in the history of the church at Cor-
iuth.  And would not God approve of his own work,
with its appropriate manifestations? And as sin and
profanation were driven out of his temple, and holi-
ness enthroned on its own altar, surely then were the
time to look up. Surely then the Lord himself were
at hand. ~Nay, were he not already come ? ** Then,"”
in this time of inward, hearty, holy reformation,—
“ Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God,
even our own God shall bless us. God shall bless
us ; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.”

J. D.
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Denominational Schools.

It will be seen that the communication of ** Bap-
tist,” on our first page, asserts that the acceptance of
State aid for the support of Denominational schools
is opposed to * Baptist principles.” Where is the
proof that such is the fact? It is not to be found in
the writings or in the acts of the Baptists of these
Provineces. Our fathers, the Mannings, Hardings,
Diwmocks, and Crandals, did not so expound *‘ Bap-
tist principles,” and surely no one will charge these
men with either ignorance of what Baptist principle
is, or any lack of adherence to it through evil as well
as through good report. True, they were not the
originators of grants to denominational schools, but
they were the defenders of such grants, nay more,
they were mainly instrumental in breaking up an un-
just monopoly regarding this matter. The time was
in the history of this country when one denomina-
tion monopolized nearly ali the public money devoted
{o the Academic and Collegiate education of the peo-
ple. The Episcopal institutions of Windsor and Fre-
dericton, as they formerly existed, indubitably prove
the truthfulness of this assertion. The Grammar
schools of the country were also largely under the
influcnce of Episcopalian rule. As the Baptist peo-
ple increased in numbers and intelligence in these
Provinces, they naturally felt that this unequal ap-
propriation of the public funds was wreng, and hence,
led by the fathers of the denomination, they peti-
tioned the Legislatures of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick for a just share of the public money. At
first their petitions in both Provinces were treated
with scorn, and the men in power in that day con-
temptuously enquired, ** Who are these Baptists that
they should presume to take part in the education of
the country ¥” But year after year the petitions
went up numerously, and wore numerously signed,
until the pressure became too strong for resistance,
and the monopoly gave way : and with that break
up the principle of equal distribution of public funds
for the support of denominational schools was recog-
nized and virtually established. But more, the agi-
tation of this question by our fathers gave a death
blow to “family compacts,” and opened the way for
the introduction of ** Responsible Government.” For
long years it was the guestion at the hustings, and
the question in the halls of Legislature, *“ Did our
fatbers violate Baptist principle in this thing ? Did
they not rather assert and vindicate a just principle
by demanding cqual rights for their people ?"  The
Baptists, through all the States of America, north
and south, havein like manner claimed their fair pro-
portion of the public funds. So it has been from the
beginning. Were the Baptist fathers in these States all
in the dark in relation to ** Baptist principle ¥'  True,
a large portion of the Baptists and Independents of
England are opposed to State aid for denominational
schools ; but why ? Because they regard such aid a
violation of religious principle? Not so. They are
in the midst of a State church, with her schools,
academies, colleges,. and various institutions, liviag
largely upon the National treasury. They see in this
a prodigious monopoly that only can be broken up
by separating the Church from the State, and in their
efforts to do this they say, ** We ask no suppert from
the National treasury for our churches, our schools,
or anything appertaining to us—we only ask to be
let alone,” and they demand that the National church
shall be treated in like manner. Were we in their
circumstances we might take the same position ; but
we are not. On this Continent we have no State
church, and therefore have no prodigious power to
oppese our claim toequal rights. This is all we ask,
and if true to ourselves, this we must have. If the
Episcopalians, Roman Catholics, and the other deno-
minations withdraw all cluims upon the Proviacial
treasury for the support of their schools, we are

_quite prepared to do likewise; but until this is doné,

we see no valid reason why we should refuse what is
our right, Show us that it is a violation of any!
moral or religions. prineiple to receive a legislative
graat to aid usn diffesing general education amangst
the peole, then we should be the last. to touch it.
Our brother * Baptist” says it is & viplation of * Bap-
tist principle.”” Isitso? - We bave always*under-
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tists in connection with these institutions have revo-
lutionized the whole country on the Subject of odu-
cation, and given to it an impetus beyond any other
agency that has been employed. The agitation on
the subject of legislative grants ; the efforts put forth
for support from the people all tended t arouse the
public mind to a sense of the need of education.
This bas led to a great improvewent in the Common
Schools of the country, and called into existence
schools of a superior type in nearly sll ‘the : of
progress and influence; and then these institations
have qualified and sent out teachers both for the
common and higher scheols in large numbers, 80 that
in this way, instead of their advantages being limited
to their uwn localities, they have carried them out
into all scctions of the Provinces, Agsin you find
the sons of our institutions filling most honorably
and successfully prominent positions in the medical
and legal professions, and in political life in warious
parts of the country. The Provincial Secretary of
Nova Scotia is a son of Aeadia, and the Supenintend-
ant of Education in that Province is a son of Aeadia.
A people without Education, such as the Baptists
were comparatively before they had theseinstitutions
of learning, may make good hewers of wood and
drawers of water, but they cannot expect to be placed
in positions of trust and influence without those re-
quirements which qualify for such positions. But
the direct advantages to us as a denomination are
manifold. They have raised the intellectual calibre
of our people; they have greatly increased the men-
tal power of our ministry, and by the blessing of
God have greatly multiplied the number of intelli-
gent Baptists all over these Provinces. May these
institutions of faith and prayer go on and prosper yet
more and more is our unceasing supplication,

-

Progress in our City Churches.

The new edifice of the Germain Street Church is
going forward as speedily as circamstances will per-
mit. The weather last week was unpropitious, con-
sequently the walis did not rise as rapidly as was ex-
pected, but this week the work is progressing more
satisfactorily, and the hope is cherished that the ves-
try will be ready for use by the opening of winter.
[n the mean time the services are held in the Marine
Hall. We regret to state that the esteemed pastor
is suffering severeillness, by reason of which be is un-
able at present to performn pastora! duties; but his
pulpit bas been acceptably filled by Rev. Mr. McKen-
zie, Rev. 8. Robinson, and Dr. Wyckoff. May the
gospel preached by them prove mighty to save. The |
Sabbath school of the church is under the superin-
tendence of Deacon Barteaux, and is performing well
its part. As we write the indications of returning
health to the pastor are not so favorable as we could
desire. He has no lack of medical skill, and earnest
prayer is offered that the means empioyed may be
blessed in Lis speedy restoration to health. May
God in mercy hear and answer.

BRUSSELS STREET CNURCH
was probably never in a more prosperous state, Con-
gregation full, additions to the church frequent, and
the largest Sabbath-school in the ¢ity. The superin-
tendence is highly efficient, and the school is sup.
plied with an excellent class of teachers, who are
aided in their work by a very extensive libraray.

The beloved pastor baptized a young man last Sab-
bath, the son of a pious member of his church. In
the waywardness of youth he left his home and enter-
ed the Confederate army ; but he passed through the
tempests of hard fought battles unscathed, and on his’
retirement from the army he tarried for a time in Ca-
nada. While there he experienced the power and
sweetness of redceming love, and then came howe to
tell his friends and neighbors what great things the
Lord bad done for him. As he came up from the bap-
tismal waters on Sabbath morning last, the happy
mother threw her arms about his neck and gave him
the warm maternal kiss. It was a moment of solemn
interest and tears ‘came to many eyes, as the mother,
in beart, exclaimed, rejoice with me, for this my son
was dead and is alive agaio ; was lost and is found.
The truth is, a mother's prayers had followed the
young wan through the temptations of the war camp,
and the dangers of the death field ; and in due tiwe
the answer came in the grace which alone can save.

“ Who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there.”

The church has two missionary stations, viz, the
Bethel and the Marsh Bridge. These have their Sab-
bath schools and their prayer meetings conducteéd by
the gifted brethren of the church who, in this way
are performing a good work for Zion. ‘

TAE LEINSTER STREET CHURCH :

is much encouraged since opening ibhe new house.
The ministry of their new pastor, Rev. V. N. Garner,
is highly acceptable, and the attendance is fully equal
to their expectations. A number have been added
by letter, some by baptism, and the hope is cherished
that all this is but the dawning of a still brighter
day. The Sabbath school is under able guidance, and
numbers about 160 pupils. The teachers understand
their business and are doing a good work. - Money,
we hear, is being raised by them to extend the"ﬁfm&
fits of theé school to the poor. This is as it should be.
The library is also in & bealthy condition. Allthis
is truly encouraging. We are thankful for these to-
kens for good in our city churches, but still there is
ample room for a large increase of faith and” hope,
and prayer and love in them all. O for the Spirit's
power to descend upon the entire mewbership of
these churches, that they may all be filled with the
holy impulses of & pure fellowship with Ohrist and
with each other, that with one heart and with one
soul they may come up to the help of the' Lord, to
the help of the Lord God against the mighty.

i 7 Jumusauem,; April 1864.
The convent of Marsaba is the most interesting
one I bave visited. = It is situated amid the wastes

No Iady is @ver admitted within :
m&un made by travellers for
p in cases where they dre obliged to

night in tbe viginity, but they are as 0?
and must necessarily seek shelter beneath
We were shown all the coriosities of the convent,
and ‘other things, lots of trinkets in wood,

shells, etc—the workmansbip of the Monks—were
displayed for our inspection, and for sale. We were
also contducted through several caverns, and in each
of them, was obliged to listen to some wonderful
legend which the devoted Monks would gravely relate.
The tomb of Saint Saba_ is also pointed out, and is
beld in great veneration, as is also a - vault, said to
contain some thousands of skulls “of ‘martyred
Monks. Some of thesc skulls are left in an exposed
position easilyaccessible to the inwates of the convent,
who repair thither to revere and kiss them. There
are also to be séen, several neat chapels, glittering
with gold and silver lamps ; pictures hanging upon
the wal! ; and numerous Greek ipscriptions every-
where meet the eye. This convent is kept scrupu-
lously clean ; the Monks, about sixty in number,
appeared very civil, and this night in the convent of
Marsaba was one of the most comfortable and pleas-
ant I spent in the Bast. We had passed over a most
fatiguing journey of eleven hours ; and if we ever
appreciated rest, it was on this night, Early on the
following morning, we were on the road to Bethlehem
and Hebron ; the former distant about three hours,
and the latter about nine hours ride +- a8 we ascended
the hills from Marsaba, we got the benefit of the cool
breez¢s coming from the West, which we were glad
to receive in exchange for the scorching heat of the
depressed country on the East, through which we
had been passing on the two previous days. The
appearance of the country was also changing ; the val-
leys were greener, and the sterility of the mountains
was giving way to life and vegetation.  We were now
all full of anxious expectation, for when we reached
the summit of the hill we were ascending, our
eyes were to behold the most interesting sights they
had ever seen ; the birth-piace of the Son of God on
the south, and on the nofth, the place of his burial.
Bethlehem and Jerusalem were to be in full view.
Soon these noble sights met our eyes, and filled us
with the deepest interest, and awakened wmost hal-
lowed emotions. Naturally ehough our thoughts
were carried back some 18 Genturies when these
hills were touched with the visiblé glory of God, and
when they reverberated with the angelic song,
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace,
good-will to men.” Tt was delightful to knd¥%
that we were on the ground where was announced by
angel’s tongue to the Bethlehem shepherds, *“ good
tidings of great joy” — ** For uato you is born this
day in the City of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” Bethlebem may have changed since then,
but these mountains and hills'are the same, and to-
day shepherds watch their flocks in the same fields
as were occupied when the angel announced the
Saviour's birth. The city is built upon an eminence,
overlooking a fine valiey of vineyards and orchards of
pomegranate and olive. Through this valley our
patbway led us, and here our attention was particu-
larly drawn to' the numerous ruins of watch-towers,
which' spread in every direction. 'Ibey were no
doubt used for watching the orchards and vineyards
which lined this valley, and probably were more
abundant then than now. In the appearance of
Bethlebem there is an air of neatness and modern
symmetry that contrasts widely with the rude appear-
ance of most Eastern Cities. This is probably owing
to the fact that the population is Christian, being
composed entirely of Latins, Greeks and Armnenians.
They number in all about 3,000 souls. As soon as
we had reached the City we were guided to the
Church of the nativity, which stands on the eastern
side, and is connected with a number of other ecclesi-
astical buildings. We were first conducted throuyn
the chapels, in which we saw but little to attract
special attention, ‘afterward (with tapers in hand) we
descended a stairway which brought us into a cave.
This cave is said to be the place where Jesus was
born. ‘It consists of a small recesg containing two
altars, one above the other. On the lower one, let
into the altar, was a silver star surroundad with the
following inseription, apparently in letters of gold :
“ Hic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus Natus est.”
Opposite this was another small recess, said to be the
site of the manger where our Saviour was Jaid. Be-
tween these recesses was & cradle-like altar, beld to
be the place where the Magi came to worship the
infant Jesus. Such, in a few words, is the ** cave.of
the nativity” at Bethlebem, where we are told Jesus
Christ was born. The tradition that points out this
cave as the birth-place of our Saviour can be traced
back to the middle of the second century : since then
many ancient writers, speaking of Bethlehem, refer
to the Saviour’s birth as having occurred in a grotto
at or near that place—so it is possible that this tra-
dition may contain truth. Those who hold the op-
posite view contend that, from the narration of Serip- 1
ture, it does not follow that our Saviour was born

.in a cave, but in a * wanger,” which simply* means a

place where cattle or camels are lodged—a stable.
Then follows the question, was it customary in those
days to lodge cattle in caverns?  One thing is cer-
tain, that the so called ** cave of the nativity,” from
its contracted diwensions, does not appear ever to
have been a suitable place for the above purpose. /
Helena built a Church here in honor of the Saviour's
birth, and it is thought that this structure and the
present Church of the nativity are identical. A Con-
vent is also connected with the ‘Church of the nativi-
ty, and the Monks profess to show you the very cell
where Jerome lived and prepared his version of the
Bible. There are two other places worthy of a visit
at Bethlebem, viz : * David’s well” and *‘ Rachel's
tomb.”  The former is on the north-west side of
the town, ahd is thought to be the same well whose
waters David longed for, when in a hold of the
neighboring hills be cried, “ Oh! tifat one would give
we to drivk of the water of the well of Betblehew
which is by the gate." The account given in Scrip-
ture appears to agree with this locality, and it would
appear that the northern gate of the ancient wall
could not bave been far from this well. We drank
of its waters, which are still sweet and pleasant.
The tomb of Rachel lies on ‘the north-east of this, a
little way out of the city. - By referring to Genesis
xxxv. 16-20, also xlviii, 7, we find that Rachel, the
wife of Jacob, died in the land .of Cansan, near to
Ephrath ; and, says the Patriarch, * [ buried her in
the way to Ephrath, the same is Bethlehem.” ,The
locality bere mentioned musi bave been so near this
spot, and the fact that the pillar which Jacob erected
over ber grave being there when M wrote, it is
not at all unlikély that the site of R s tomb has
veen handed down to posterity, and that this is the
spot where her remains were entombed. The build-
ing that now, covers the is of modern date, and
is the property of the J
for them by Sir Moses Mol
We left Bethlehieos, and turning to the south,
struck the road that leads to Hebron. ' About three
quarters of an hour's ride on this road broaght us to
the * Pools of Solomon.” - ‘F'hey econsist of three large
reservoirs, each ftdtully rising back of the other,
engths
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us to Hebron. - As we approached the_City

was lined with‘ufchaz :d rineyards. The soil
appeared fertile, and for the most part was in a good
state of cultivation. We found our
valley of Kschol, over a wretchedly rough road, to a
grassy plot opposite the city, where our tents were
pitched. Night was now upon us, and our visit to
the city was, of necessity, deferred until morning.
All ﬂ is of interest at Hebron can soon be seen.
Theltown is prettily situated op a side hill, and so
from the plain of our encampment below, it looked
well.  On the following morning we made our tour
of the town. The principal object of interest here id
the ** Cave of Machpelah.” This cave is one of great
interest, because, unlike many p‘f.é'u i Palestine, it
has not been a subject of dispute, It is alike ac-
knowledged by Christian, Jew and Mahommedan, to
be the cave of Ma lah, Tt is covered with a
Mosqae, and none but Muossulmans are admitted.
The Prince of Wales, having in his recent visit to
Palestine previously obtained an order from the Sul-
tan, was attended with a strong guard, and allowed
to pass through this Mosque, and he is about the
only modern traveller who has. . The Mohaminedans,
hold it in great veneration, sccond only to the one at
Mecca. In this cave are the remains of Abraham
and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacoband Leah. We,
of course, were not permitied to even look into the
cave, and had to content ourselves with walking
around it.  'While this, we suppose, answered every
purpose, except to gratily -our curiosity, we could but
desire that the time wight soon come when not only
the Mohawmedan, but the Christian, and also the
Jew, will have equal rightof access to this interesting
place. . The hour being early business had not com-
wmenced. We _were conducted through™ the empty
bazaars and then, hastened back to the place of oar
tents. These had been removed 1 our absence, our
horsés were ready for us, 0 we mounted and
away for Jerusalew. The present population of He-
bron is about 10,000. In about three quarters of an
bour’s ride along a road a little to the West of the
one we had reached Hebron by, we came to a noble
old oak, peinted out as rabam's oak, 1t is no
doubt the same kind of tree as the terebinth: and
several ¢enturies old, still in & good state of preserva-
tion, but more than this cannot in truth be said of it,
We now struck off into the road we had taken to
Hebron, and made our way back to Solomon's pools
and Bethlebem, and finally reached Jerusalem in the
afternoon of the sawe day that we left Hebron,

L.
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To the Editor of the Christian Visitor.

Sik—Perceiving by the report sent you ‘)y the
Rev. B. F. Rattray, respecting the building of the
Baptist Meeting House at Frorenceville, that he had
been misinformed in some particulars, we have
thought proper to send you the following, with a re-
quest that you would be so kind as to give it a place
in your columns,

Mr. T. \. Longstaff was the sole architecl of the
house, who drew the whole of the plans gratuitously,
for which we tender him grateful acknowledgments,
and Mr, Jawes E. Drysdale was the contractor for
building and completing the house. The whole being
performed under-the superintendance of a Building
Committee, whose names are annexed tc this repori.
The probable cost of the house, as stated by Rev. B.
F. Rattray, was about $1,400, in. the building of
which we were assisted by a number of persons who
do not belong to our denomination, for which they
will please accept our warmest expression of thank-
fulness. After the house had been enclosed a tea-
meeting was' called to aid o complering it, and from
% generous public the handsome sum of §176 was
réalized. ~
Joun H. Esrey, )

Jonn Boyes,

EowAarp SAUNDERS, ;Building Cowmittee.
Joux M'CaiIx,

G. W. WHEELER, J

e e !

Miscellaneous.

The Tremont Temple Boston is in debt to the
amount of $155,000. Tbe Baptists who have the
noble edifice in_charge are about making an effort to
remove this obstacle o progress. It is regarded by
thew as a missionary enterprise of prodigious power.

Precepest ror Praver.—The National Preacher
gives an instanee of Divie interpositiod in. answer to
national prayer occurring in the bhistory of this
country, In 1746 a French fleet was fitted out
under the Duke d’ Anville, of forty ships of war, and
destined for the destruction of New England. This
fleet was of sufficient force to render that destraction,
in the ordinary progress of things certain ; and it
sailed from Chebucto, in NovaScotia, for that pur-
pose; ‘but was entirely destroyed by a terrible
teinpest on the night following a day of general fast-
ing and prayer throughout New Ebgland.— Wateh-
man and Refiector. .

One man, Jacob Strawn, an Illinois farmer, offerea
to give $10,000 fgr the Christian Commission, il a
like sum should be raised in Morgan county. Wil-|
liam Reynolds, Esq., of Peoria, and Chaplain Me-
Cabe, undertook to raise the amount, and in fine
days secared $11,000. Mr. Strawm ‘4t once paid
over the $10,000 offered ; making $21,000 ia a single
prairie county of the West.—/b. i

IncreAse of INTeEMpERANCE.—The Gtgﬁatiw Era
of Boston says :— . :

We have more than once alluded to, this pattc.
ticularly as witnessed in this city ; and the same
is correspondingly true of other cidles and towns.

There never was a time when the flood-gates of in-
temperance and kindred vices were 80 wide open as
they are al this morent. According to the report of
the chief of Police, there were committed for drunken-

ness in the yecar 186, 17.967; and yet the Police

suy that they did not arrest more than one in tea of
those whow they saw drunk. | _only arrested
the di y_ones; and yet they arrested nearly
sixty per day, on an iw duriag the entire year.
It is true, many’ of these pe were frow the

tewperance were | themselves? -~ - .
Rev. Dr. Kénnard, of the Tenth Baptist charch in

BantbmmMupﬁm ;
two and thirty-three persons, warried four

late meetiog of the Eoglish Baptist Union ip. Londoo,

the state of -
lb‘y llld: ,‘.
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snall ingrease, ani )
you and I ever weep over re? 2
for them as we ought to be?

we give ourselves up to this
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| Rev. B. Hughes, $10. Recsived the
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thousand and eighty-nine couples, and attended three |

Aben 'u.wo_m Pigry. olsﬁl@-ﬁm’“l '--M u‘, ‘

“is *logal,” "belng earried on

councils “to forbid any one they think dangerous to
F' i ' this ground
er
For

mﬁ:"#.}.h. o

t the

the persecution against
Umea has dei\'u.’ﬂ'ed on.

been fined 50 rix dollars. ‘The ' other paragraph is
the probibition to hold religious meetings d phtlo
time of the State church services. For holding such

dollars. “Tn all thesd cases’ ‘who' biave
opened their houses’ <o 1 -

fined A commissioned officer in the has
been dismissed from the service u,.’{.'.‘;; be-
cause he would not quit holding - meetings.
His captain, who appreciated him as a good soldier,
tried . to g:in him. by saying that he would lose his
salary ; but the gallant soldier of Lhe cross angwered,
that *“He would mich less lose the great reward
received in "an@l he cheerfuily left all and

followed in Christ,
During thg year 1868, eight honidred and forty
persvns were baptized. At the beginning of January,

1864, there were. in Sweden séven associations,

one hundred and seventy . churches, with 6191
members, , ‘

The._home missionary wor wedish
s Teryigmeciin gt B i
holm ~Missionary U du the past year,
supported seven colporteurs; a branch society in
Sundsgvall, «ight; and the seven associations of the
Baptist chorches, ten. Phe “Union also published
during the year 8,568,000 pages of books'and tracts
and by the Exeeutive -Comwiltee; 2000 copies of
Prerequistes to Yommunion, by A, N. Arnold. -
e . e —
Christ blessing tittle Children.

Awong the many and varied incidents in the won-
derful life of Jesus, none more touching than the one
recorded in Mark 10: “And they brought yw;ig
children to him that he should touch chem,” &c.
This impressive scene so - replete with 'heavenly. in-
struction is brought before us by a splendid engrav-
ing, copied from the renowned painting of Henry Le
Jeune, of Paris. It is ‘engraved on steel in line and
little, by George E. Pering, of New York, who is said
to be one of the best artists in Amenca. . This_pic-
ture reflectsthe bighest credit upon the genius lnd tal-
entofits author. Here is Jesus stapding in graceful-
majesty, surrounded by beautiful Jewish mothers
presenting their loved ones to him that they may
receive his blessing, His countenance beams with
yearning love and sywpathy ; theirs with adoring
gratitude and admiration.. The charming little boys
and girls Teceive the'touch of his gentle hand, and
their little faces are upturned with éxpressions of un-
bounded delight. Peter and James' seem awe-strock
as they hear their master saying, -* Suffer the little
children to come unto  me, and forbid them not: for
of such is the kingdom of God.” The whole picture
in fact is one of unrivalled beauty, and well'adapted
to refine the taste and elevate the 8.,

Many of our readers will probably be called upon
shortly by those who have this beautiful éngraving
in charge, when they will have an opportunity ‘of
testing the trathfulbess of our rewarks for them-
selves, ‘and of purchasing it upon reasonable terms if
they think proper so to do. :

‘Meeting.

We are requested to state that a Missionary Meet-
ing will be beld in the Baptist Church Oarleton, on
Tuesday evening next. - A number of talented speak -
ers are expected to take part in the exercises of the
oceasion, and to make it one of unusual interest,
We are glad that the pastor, ﬂcv l{.'w, in
moving in this direction. Would it not be ‘Well for
our pastors generally to adopt & Similar'course.  The
Association will soon ‘be on hand, and unless ever-
getic measures are adopted at once, ‘there ‘is too
much reason to fear that the Uollections for the
“ Union Society” will fall far short of what they
ought to be. *“A word to the wise js suflicient.”

EDr. Wyckoff and Rev. Mr. Buckbee, Depua-
tion of the ** Awerivan Bible Union,” left the City
on Tuesday morning by nﬁlljﬂ’rﬂk'fqt Halifax.
They expect to preach next Sabbath "; ‘* . ”’"d
the Subbath following ia. Halifax, They, will then
retarn to the City vis Annagolis, spending & Sabbath

in Cornwallis and visiting the in the Aopa-
polis valley. May prosperity attead their pathway.
(i (A — b gaddd

(" Bro. E. C. Cady left with bis family by boat

of Vermont. He will be absent four or five weeks.
~ Semnary Desr.—Collection made at the Quarter]
Meeting, held at Bocabec on the Sth' July, by the
above, '
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country; but they. got drunk here, and  Boston is | tut vening of Sept. Bth, having reference to
responsible for it s it not time that the (riends of { the present American contest as seen from an Euglish ~

e i bt v oy

X

..; fcﬁ P e
2 »"; - R =

R RTATIy  roe 41

same Inw Mr. King, in the region 6f Hudiksvall, bas '
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on Monday worning to visit his friends.in the State .
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