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W find that brother Bill can only giveus a column at a |

as a rule, for our Studies. But we can seldom cou-

dense all we would say on our several topics into a single

column. Thus we must, after all, divide our articles much

more than we could have desired ; while both we and our
readers must make the best of what seems inevitable. |

DESIGN OF BAPTISM.
Part 1.
Having enlarged upon the subjects and nature of
w we now come to consider its pESIGN, It
will

intimately concerned.
Great TROTHS are recognized in Christian baptism.
Here, for instance, is the sacred mystery of the Tri-
' mity. At Jordan, when Christ is baptized, that
" mystery is, so to speak, made manifest to our senses.
‘We see the Son of God in the flesh ; the Holy Spirit
is revealed to us when he comes down upon the Son
i “in a bodily shape likea dove;"” and the Father is
o) revealed to our hearing, in the voice which fell from
heaven. Again: in the formula of baptism, as given
* by our Lord in the Gospel commisson, it is enjoined,
that believers be baptized **in,” or into, as some will
have it, *‘ the name of the Father, and of the Son,
snd of the Holy Spirit.” Thus they own the autho-
.. ity of the Great Jehovah. Thus, tao, they receive
" bim in all_his persons, and consecrate themselves to
his service. They own God, that is, as the God of
salvation, making himself known in his several per-
.'sons as engaged in the work of salvation. And they
give themselves to him, that he may do for them, and

the God of providence, all that their salvation requires.
Here, too, are those great facts in the history of
our Lord, his death, and his resurrection from the
dead. To the realization of those facts did he devote
himself in his own baptism. He clearly had these
in view, when he said, *‘ Thus it becometh us to
Julfil all righteousness”—to * finish,”" and carr? on
to completion ‘‘the work” which his Father had
“given him to do.”” And to these facts do we look
back in our baptism ; as Paul teaches in his appeal
to the Christian consciousness of the believers at
* Rowme,—* Know ye not, that so many of us as wers
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death ? Therefore we are buried with him by bap-
tism into death, that like as Christ was raised up
Jrom the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.”” Thus do we
“ put on Christ” in baptism, while in sacred symbol
with him we die, and with him are buried, and with
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be found, if we do not err, that Christian truth, |
' and experience, and life, and expec}atxons are here |

in them, and around them, as the God of grace, and |
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i a new life in righteousness. Thug too he holds a
| symbolic fellowship with his Lord, in his death, and
| burial,"and refuarrection; and anticipates the death,

| the burial, the resurrection of his own mortal body.

| Thus Christian baptism comprehends in its deep and
large signiticance, all that Christ does for man, in the
| beginning, the progress, and the consummation of
' his Christian experience—in the body as well as in
| the soul—in the accomplished and eternal redemp-
tion of his whole nature. Yea, it looks forward to
what the Saviour terms, in a peculiar sense, THE RE-
GENERATION ;" —that wondrous PALINGENESIA to which
he points in this striking passage—a passage which
embraces the uitimate privileges of all believers as
well as those of the apostles :—* Verily I say unto
you, That ye who have followed me, in the regenera-
tion, when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Then shall the
washing of the church—the cleansing of Christ’s
spiritual bride be accomplished, when he shall ** pre-
sent her to himself a glorious church, not having
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that she
should be holy, ang without blemish.” So shall the
things signified in baptism attain to their full and
sublime realization, when the heavenly Bridegroom
shall take home to himself his ransomed and perfec-
ted bride, to be for ever with her Lord,

We pause here to deduce an inference as to the
nature of baptism. Can any thing but an immersion,
we would ask, comport with the design of that ordi-
nance, as thus far represented ? Does it refer to the
dying sorrows of Christ? And did our Lord mean
any thing like the sprinkling of a few drops of water,
or the trickling of a small and gentle streamn, when he
said, “ 1 have a daptism to be baptized with; and
how am I straitened till it be accomplished !” ? What
possible relation can be traced, again, between a
sprinkling or a pouring, and a burial and a resurrec-
[ tion? Or, once more, does it seemn natural to con-
ceive of any thingshort of an immersion as ultimate-
ly intended by our Lord, when he spake of *‘the
baptism of the Holy Spirit?”  We may appeal here
to our Paedo-baptist brethren themselves. Surely
they mean something more than a mere sprinkling
or pouring when they speak of the Saviour’s baptism
of blood and woe at Gethsemane and Calvary; or
when they pray for a baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Here they speak and pray consistently ; but they
realiy seem to mock their own most solemn utter-
ances, when they use that copious phrase, ** [ baptize
thee,”—and then conclude by a meagre sprinkling,
or now and then, by the poor apology of a pouring.
In this way would we strengihen our position, as
heretofore taken, in regard to the nature of Christian

baptism. J.
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Revival Intelligence.

him rise from the dead. !
Farther: in Christian baptism great EXPERIENCES |
are professed. We find the ordinance of baptism |
largely associated in the New Testament with refer- |
ences to Christian experience. Thus we read, *Ex- |
cept a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he l
cannot enter into the kingdom of God—Repent and |
be baptized—He that believeth and is baptized shall ',
be saved—Arise and be baptized, and wash away;
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord—As many |
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on |
Christ.” Now the candidate for baptism cowmes for-
ward, and professes, in effect,—* I trust I have
already been born of the Spirit, and would now be
born of water, and so enter into the kingdom of God.
- J do sincerely repent of my sins, and desire therefore
to be baptized in token of my resolve to sin no more.
With my heart 1 believe unto righteousness ; with
my mouth I coonfess unto salvation;

and therefore |

. desive with my person to be baptized fuls the likeness r

" ‘ermy adoradle Lord. Yea, as he has purged away
my sins by his blood, I would that my body be
washed with pure water, in token of wy i(nsard”
spiritual cleansing. And us he put on me, with all |
my sins, and became a sin-offering for me on Calvary |
80 wovld I put on Aim in baptism, and devote my- !
self to him, a living, a holy sacrifice.”” Thus deeply |
significant is the act by which the baptized believer |
professes his faith in Cbrist, and bis obligations to |
him.

Once more: in Christian baptism great vows are {
assumed. It is not only retrospective, as we have |
Jjust seen ; it is also prospective. It is the beginning |
of a new and life-long career. It is something, |
therefore, to be evermore borne in mind, involving, |

a8 it does, engagements which can never lose their |
force. This thought the Holy Spirit is careful to
amplify in the apostolic epistles. Will the reader be

kind enough here to turn to the following passages ?
—Rom. vi. 8-6; 1 Cor. vi. 11; Eph. v. 25-27; Col.

il. 12; Tit. iii. 5; 1 Pet. iii. 21. In some of these pas-
sages the mere English reader may clearly discern

the allusion to baptism. For the rest, in order that

. that allusion may be distinctly traced, it is necessary |
: . totarn to the Greek. Thus, in Tit. iii. 5, where our
. wersion has *‘the washing of regeneration,” we have
in the Greek the laver of regeneration. In Eph. v.
28, where our version bas *‘ the washing ol water,”
we find the laver of water. In 1 Cor. vi. 11, in the
. @xpression ‘‘ ye are washed,” we have the laver again ;
though tbis time as a verb, describing the use of the
laver, and not the laver itsel. Thus openly, or more
covertly, does inspiration bring the fact of his bap-

| prospect is encouraging.

| are tokens for good at Fairfield,

ling $18.

| enjoyed themselves execedingly in doing good. Such

| Sussex and at Oromocto.

A letter from Rev. B. Jewett, informs us that the
last Quarterly Meeting of York was held at Spring-
field.  The church there had lost its visibility :
through the divine blessing upon the labors of his
servants, many of the young people were aroused to
see their sin and danger, agd to request prayer in
their behall Rev. . Harvey was appointed to labor
with the people there for four weeks. This was
a good appointment. Bro. L. was very useful in
that place some years ago. e trust a like blessing
will attend his present mission.

* REVIVAL AT MACNAQUACK.

A scries of meetings are in progress, says Brother
Jewett, with the Macnaquack church, and the Lord
is graciously reviving his work. Several persons
have professed their new-born faith, and eleven have
been baptized. There are more enquirers, and the
May the converts be wul-
| tiplied an hundred fold !

ENCOURAGING ISDICATIONS AT F4)RFIELD,

A note from Rev. A. Mutch assures us that there
Hampton (better
known as Gondolo Point.) The social and preaching
meetings are increasing in interest, and one has been
added by baptism.

The mewmbers of the church made their minister,
| Bro. M., a friendly visit recently, and through Mrs,
| D. A I\Ierste'xd presented him with a purse contain-
They partook of a social tea together, and

expressions of good will be mutually beneficial to all
| concerned.

The Intelligencer reports reviving influences at
At the former place eight

| bad been baptized by Rev. W. Dowuney, and at the
| latter fifteen by Elder J. J. Johnston.
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A few Plain Questions.
To the Editor of the Christian Visitor:

DEear Friexp—I have been meditating for some
time past upoan the cause of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.  As a general thing religion seewms very
low, the love of many bas becowe cold and religion
has become a very fashionable affair, but. there does
| not seem to be that deep pious sentiment, that humi-
lity, that child-like disposition, that hely awe, and
heavenly rejoicing together amongst the people, that
there was. Why is itso? Have men become worse ?
Has the standard of Christianity lowered ? Has the
ministry lost its spiritual power ? or has the religion
of the day becowe assimilated to the spirit of this
world? Formerly the old ministers used to travel
about the wilderness of New Brunswick, its rivers,
its lakes, and distant settlements, as best they could;
sometimes on sgnow shoes, and sometimes followmg

«» regular way, by watriculation; and
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tism before the mind of every baptized believer. Like
other great crises in humwan history, it is in itself but
& momentary affair. Yet what momentous issues
meet in it! What influences and impulses flow from
Jt! And how affectingly, in the passages to which
'we have referred, as also in other passages, does the
Holy _Spirit still seem thus to appeal to every one
jhh bowed down to bis Lord in the ordinance
** Forget not your vows. Kecep their
ever before your mind. Be faithful unto

death, and receive the crown of life,”
« And yetagain : in Ohristian baptism great xxrecra-
7ions ave avowed. For believers are baptized, not
ouly into the death, but into the resurrection of their
!‘( ‘Archibald McLean brings out this thought
in connection with that difficult passage, 1 Cor. xv.
29.  He gives his own interpretation of the phrase
“baptized for the dead.” He thinks that the Cor-
inthiang, in denying the resurrection of the dead, and
by consequence the FTesurrection of Christ, could
only regard themselves as baptized in the name of a
“WW of that of the living one. He
ds h;pp,“m seems to be the meaning of

some blazed trees through the woods to some settle-
ment, with hearts burning with holy zeal and love to
God, preaching and teaching the people in the old
primitive way, from God's Holy Book. /¢ was about
this time Baptists were called New Lights.

Where are the Fathers? Gone to their rich re-
ward : to rest! with nuwmberless stars in their crowns
of glory an honored ministry by the Lord of life,
and by men of all creeds and conditions. Are our
ministers now equally devoted to the Master's work ?
No doubt some are ; but why notall? Have Colleges
and Seminaries lowered the standard of piety and
evangelical doetrines? or is it canformity to this age
of fashion and show ? As is the ministry so are the
peaple.  Let every man answer these questions for
himself.  Ob that * Zion would arise aud shine, and
put on her beautiful garments,” and that bLy-gone
days would return again |

Yours respectfully,
Canning, Grand Lake, Feb. 16th, 1863.

We beg to remind our friend ** An Observer,” that
religious Seminaries and Colleges are designed to
elevate rather than to lower the standard of piety in
ministers and in people, and it is only when they are
sadly perverted, or turned away from. their original
purpose, that they can possibly diminish the piety of
the chrisian church, or secularize and corrupt her
ministers.—Ep. C. Vis.
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[57™ We call special attention to the following ap-
peal from Acadia College. It depends entirely for its

AN OBsSgRrvVER.

-| continuance and enlargement under God, upen the

whole bearted support of ministers and people. This
school of the Prophets, so largely blessed in the past,
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in vain. The Bberdilaol&e ’qt h"euﬂdnt

the hill is a monument of yoww a
God has blessed your enterprise.
and eleven students have entered the

have been enjoyed by numbin who have porsued
partial courses of study. Thirty-four ordained minis-
ters—nearly all stationed in these provinces—one of
them a missionary in" Burmah—constantly proclaim
the glorious gospel of the grace of God. Many others
who received edueation in yonr College are now oc-
| cupying important positionsin Society—in the British
| North Awmerican Provinces—in the Uaited States—
and elsewhere,

On various occasions God has mercifully visited
pur Institutions, and very many members of the
| College have been converted by his grace.

We have now arrived at the close of the tweaty-
fifth year of the history of Acadia Uollege. It is be-
fitting that we should act in the spirit which animated
the servant of God, when he * took a stone, and set
it between Mlzpeh and Shen, and called the name of
1|. Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped

2 =1 Sam. vii. 19,

Our gratitudemay be shewnin different ways. We
may pray, earnestly and unitedly, for enlarged bles-
sing. \Ve may eacourage our young men to repair
to the College for instruction, and assist them while
g0 engaged. And we may present a thank-offering,
in the form of pecuniary contributions,

All the members of our churches may unite in this
celebration. Who is there so poor as not to be able
to spare somethmg at such an interesting time as
this? May it not be fairly expected that every church
will raise a sum at least equal to a quarter of a dollar
for each member ?

Many churches can do much more. And mny
individual members of the thurches will sul&
forward to manifest, by liberal donatxons, their luk-
fulness to God for his great mercies,

It is respectfully suggested that the object oﬂhls
Appeal may be secured in every church by the imme-
diate appointment of a Committee, to whom the hm-
ness of collection may be 'xtwsled, and b
the proceeds may be remitted to the I !
College.

The Governors find that at least twa thousand
dollars will be required, to meet the salaries of the
Professors and to put the College premises in & state
of full repair, They ask that the above.mentioned
sum way be appropriated to these purposes, the re-
maining proceeds of this special effort being paid into
the Endowment Fund, for investment,

And now, brethren will you not give a generous
response to this IppllCltlon ?  Will you not hasfen to
render to the Lord according to the benefits jved ?
Will you not, in this way, give proof to other de-
nominations of your unabated zeal in this good '6ause
—your undying attachient to your own Institation ?

By order of the Board of Governors,

S. W. DeBrois &crm;y
Wolfville, Jan. 27, 1864. ’

N. B.—J. W. Barss, Esq., Wolfville, N. 8., i§ Trea-
surer of the College. It is requeutod that the eontri-
butions for this object may be remitted on or lﬂ'ore
the twenty.fifth day of May next,

e e
Hissiona_rl Record.

PERSIA. !

The Rev. Dr. Perkins writes from Ooromiali, com-
plaining of the continued oppression of the Nestyrians,
He gives the details of one case which hag lately
occurred, in which a poor Nestorian girl, Nargis, was
seized by Mussulmen, and forcibly carried ¢tf  The
pretext was that she had embraced Mahome{anisa.
This falsehood the girl, however, when questlt’ned in
the presence of several witresses, emphatically denied.
Dr. Perkins says:—

**There were thrilling incidents enough arowded
into the experience of this poor Nestorian maiden,
Nargis, in the five days of her detention in thr hands
of the cruel Mahometans (during whieh she hardly
dared to sleep), to fill a volume of rowantic interest.
Throughout the whole, though she is not mote than
tifteen or sixteen years of age, she demeaned herself
with wonderful courage and self-possession. (At one
time she was threatened to be instantly ae;& off to
the bloody Koords if she did not yield conserjt to be-
come & Mahometan, and marry the young rufjan who
had stolen ber from her mother's side. | And when in
the hands of the Prince ((Governocr), his ro al high-
ness and‘his wife would at time show her strings of
pearls, and prowise that she would wear thém witha
fine robe, &e. &c. ; and failing inthis, they threatened
to call the executioner, and have her beheaded on the

On the last mornin her detenti at the

second solemn Courvlave uf the Moollahs ae nces
palace, when the chief one called for tén persons to
take oath that she bad been married to a Mahometan,
she boldly stepped forward, took the hem of his gar-
ment, and said, * What kmd of religion is this of
yours, that _you are trying to compel e to confess it ?
Do you lie in this manner, and teach your people to
lie? I will never become a Mahometan, if you cut
me to pieces!” They were all mute, as though
thunderstruck. The old Moollah soon rose, and left
in a rage, and in his haste, he stumbled and sprawled
on the steps, and his huge turban fell to the ground
—a fit emblem of his being so entirely vanquished
by that modest but truthful young Nestorian girl.
In the evening of that day Nargis climbed over a high
wall upon a grape-vine from the court where she was
confined, and ﬂed to our mission premises, where she
is now secure.”

AFRICA.

The effortg of the missionaries of ¢the London
Society to establish a mission among thl Makolo, on

the north of the Zambesi, are likely t& thwarted
for the present by the warlike and cr ropensities
of Moselikatse, the despotic chief of Matebele,
who, in violation ofhis repeated promiseg to the Rev.
Robert. Moffat, has been attacking the Bamangwato

—a tribe situated between his own country and the
Kuruman—driving them from their homes, and per-
petrating deeds of blood which recall the atrocities of
his earlier life. Indeed, his followers have more than
sustained their character for blood thirstivess. At
the Bamangwato cattle-posts they butchered old men,
women, and little children. Two Bechuana ndent
chiefs were suspected of being in league with the
enemy ; they were enticed, with their immediate fol-
lowers, into the camp of the Matabele, whilst sowme
of the latter tribe entered their town. The Matabele
rotested friendship for their guests until they had
[’ hem completely in their power, when they sprang
on them as tigers on their rel and not one escaped ;
the unfortunate wretch g ad incurred their grent
est displeasure not being killed outright, but having
his hands and feet hacked off; and being thus left in
agony to perish or to be torn to by wild beasts.
The town was then surrounded, the treacherous

savages outside gave the signal to those within to rise
on their hosts, and all who enduvo 4o escape
were received on & murderous spear's t. Only
young women, and boys, and girl ‘Spared,
These facts are communicated by the ~John
M’Kenzie, who, with the Rev. Mr. Price, has been
labouring among the Bamangwato. i
MADAGASCAR. IO

“A communtaation’ M‘m
dated July 28, tends to confirm the ho

: ned
on the -abnh of the presept government and the
continuance o{ Lm hout
the country. Al! ‘was’ qu:et at the ~and the
rebellion alleged by the French to have
assumed such formidable dnmiou in inces

dwindles down, for. thp most part, to ilnnthnm
occasioned by cam ing on s

oty ath auwaw made mm

take the
inted
acqua ‘“'ml ‘the existence dOWm
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| had over seventy pneidcnh.

Dr. Colenso has been formally deposed by the Eccle- |

siastical Court at Capetown from his office of Bishop
in the Church of England. The case for the prosecu-
tion closed on the 19tk Nov., and along aild elaborate
letter, dated August 7th, 1861, was then read from
the Bishop of Natal. 'The Court then adjourned, and
rcassembled on the 14th Dec., when the two Bishops
who were acting as Assessors to the metropolitan
Bishop of Capetown, delivered their opinions. The
prosecuting clergy bhad accused Dr. Colenso of heresy
on nine counts, namely :—

1. His disbelief in the Atonement ;

2. His beliet in Justification without any knowledge
of Christ;

8. His belief in natal regeneration ;

4. 1lis disbelicef in the endlessness of future punish-
ments ;

5. His denial that the Holy Scriptures are the
Word of God;

6. His denial of the inspiration of the Holy Secrip-
tures ;

7. His denial that the Bible is a true history of the
facts which it professes to describe ;

8. His denial of the Divinity of our blessed Lord;

9 His depraving, impugning, and bringing iuto
dispute the Book of Common Prayer. .

The Bishop of Grahamstown and the Bishop
(Twells) of the Free State, declared all these charges
proved, and that the Bishop of Natal had wholly
disqualified himself for bearing rule in the Church
of God, and for the cure of souls therein. The Court
then adjourned to the 16th December, and on its
reassembling, the Bishop of Capetown, in his capacity
of Metropolitan, pronounced the judgment.— Wit.

155 We present to the readers of the V: sitor this
week the first of a series of articles on some of the
M | interesting political subjects which are occupying the
attention of the world.

“The French Conquest of Mexico,” commenced
this week, is a resume of several articles, from the
Westminster Review and other magazines, and is
designed to give a condensed account of the opera-
tions of the conspirator of the Tuileries on the West-
ern Continent, including the latest intellgence on the
subject.

The Freeman seems very angry about the turning
up of tHe young man Power, as stated in the Visitor
of last week. We are not surprised, uncer all the
circumstances of the case, that our contemporary
should feel a little chagrined, but such an ebullition
of temper is really quite unworthy of his general
calmness under crossing providences. lle has pro-
Lably repented of his invective words before this ; if
not, he had better apply for absolution before it is
too late. So far as the Visitor is concerned, we
frankly forgive.

A New Book, placed upon our table, contains in-
teresting stories, under the following headings, viz. :
The Infidel; The Collier; The Bopnet Sewer ; The
Lime Burner; The Two Sides. This little book was
published by Heory Hoyt, No. 9 Cornhill, Boston,
and is sold by J. & A. McMillan, Prince Wn. Street.

Takixe THE VEIL IN A ProrestaNt CHURCH.—We
presume that all our readers have heard of the cele-

‘brated London church—All Saints, Margaret Street

—which was built as a model church by .certain
leading and wealthy ecclesiologists, and which every
Sunday is beseiged by a multitude of worshippers
double the number that can by any possibility find
their way within the doors. It is not so generally
known, perhaps, that attached to this churchis a
nunnery for the reception of ladies who choose to take
certain vows, and withdraw from the world. Last
week a sister was received, and the proceedings
attending her reception were, we should think,
unparalleled in the annals of the English Church,
The ceremonial took place in the private chapel of
the clergy house connected with All Saints. A few
friends of the new sister were admitted as spectators,
otherwise the congregation was confined to the
sisters and the clergy and officials belonging to the

church. 'The chapel, which is dimly lighted by some
veautiful Maiucd glecs windows, esntaining on tblﬂ

occasion an altar adorned with a cloth of white satin,
embroidered in the most elaborate manner. The
sisters entered first and knelt down, and continued
koeeling through the whote service, which lasted
more than two hours. The clergy then entered, and,
after lighting the candles on the altar, proceeded to
celebrate the lloly Communion. A sermon was
preached, in which the ‘ sacrament” of monastic
vows was highly eulogised, and seemed to be pre-
ferred above baptism, the Eucharist, *Penance,”
and the ** other sacraments.”  After the communion
service the new sister, arrayed as a bride, proceeded
to answer a long series of questions, from which it
appeared that she was taking the vows voluntarily,
aud that they were to bind her for one year. At
the end of that time, which, asin the Roman Church,
is considered the nevn.mte, she will, ifso dlsposed
assume the black veil, and become bound for life.
After the examination the habit of novice was dis-
played;and the officiating clergyman, or * father,”
as he was termed, blessed the various garments ; and
the novice withdrawing. put off her bridal dress and
umed the habit. 'The other sisters then kissed her
n turn, saying, °‘Bless thee, Sister-—." Then
followed deep obelsance to the Lndy Superior, and to
* Father " who had conducted the service. It
was now considered that the novice had been married
to the Church, and therefore the whole party ad-
journed to.a- wedding breakfast ded with the
orthodox wedding cake, and wanting only in the
rather essential constituent of the bridegroom. The
bridal party seemed very merry, though we doubt
whether the ** father” would be so were the Bishop
of London aware of these proceedings of a clergy-
man of theChurch of England.— Western Mining
News.
s
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bmlar Department,

The French Conquest of Mexico.

While the American people have been under the
shadow of beavy war clouds, and the eyes of all the
world have been turned toward the great strugglethe
French Emperor has been carrying out a scheme of
conquest on the Western (ontinent, in & manner so
treacherous; and upon pretexts so avsurd, as to be
eminently characteristic of himself,

1" The seizing of territory by force of arms merely for
the sake of conquestfis a policy which in this age is

megn..h the
7 ¥ the whole civilized world, yet in the
midst of this nineteenth century wheg the principles

oﬂnumeuoml law are so clearly defined, and when
M nations go to'war to maintain them, it appears in-
credible that any monarch of a civilized country should
venture upon such an unprovoked barbarism, ‘a8 the
forcible occupation of foreign country, the butchery.
of its armies, the sacking ofits towns, and the subver-
sion of its government, without the least effort to
adjust alleged grievances by peaceful councils, and

is what Napoleon I11. has been doing in Mexico.
In order to havea fnnnndtnun:?n‘onhh French
imisiq we must go back fo the year 1861.

Mesico
worn out with successive revolutions,

ment in the short period dwm i having
- At this time the

¢ "; mqumt&nu

priestly domination,

To the Empress then, as it would seen from the
course of events, the Church party in Mexico looked
for assistance in this time of their trouble, and they
did not look -in vain. Monsignore Labastida, the
archbishop of Mexico, went to F'rance and was received
with cordial hospitality by the Empress, who not only
lent an ear to the recital of the wrongs of the Holy
Church, but exerted all her influence to bring the
Emperor over to her views, and induce him to give
material aid to the Church party.

The opportunity was too great to be lost. By
aiding the Archbishop and his friends to secure the
spiritual control of Mexico, and regain their immense
church property, which the Juarez government had
put to common uses, France might be able to found a
Mexican empire, and Napoleon III., like Napoleon I.,
might have a crown to give away, The country was
in a distracted state, and appeared likely to fall an
easy prey, more especially as the great Power on the
Western Continent was .too much occupied with its
own affairs, to be able to help her neighbors; besides,
Mexico owed money to certain Frenchmen, and being
entirely out of funds, what could be easier than to
take the creditor by the throat, cast him into prison,
seize his goods and sell them ; not omitting in the
inventory the rights of the people, and their whole
territory, which would serve as a building spot for a
throne ?

A glance at the state of Mexican money matters
will show that the Juarez governient was in difficul-
ties quite too pressing for its honesty. Former go-
vernments had borrowed money of KEnglish, Ameri-
can, Spanish, and French bankers, and the govern-
ment of Juarez had entered into an agreement with
the holders of these claims to make over to them a
certain portion of the customs’ receipts. But it was
found that the whole of the revenues were barely
sufficient to pay the current expenses of the govern-
ment, and, in an evil hour, the Mexican Congress
adopted a resolution taking the whole of the customs’
receipts into their own hands, and suspending the
payment of all foreign claims.

It was this action which led to the establishment
of the * Convention” between England, France and
Spain. This document was signed in London on
the 81st of October, 1861. The subject of the
**Convention” was, *‘ to demand from the Mexican
authorities more efficacious protection for the persons
and properties of their (the allied Sovereign’s) sub-
Jjects as well as the fulfilment of the obligations con-

Mexico.”

The French Emperor solemnly pledged himself, as
did the English and Spanish, * not to seek any acqui-
sition of territory, or any special advantage, and not
to exercise in the internal affairs of Mexico, any in-
fluence of a nature to prejudice the right of the
Mexican nation to choose and to constitute freely the
form of its Government,” yet Napoleon III. had
already pledged himself privately to overthrow the
Mexican Government, and had entered into secret
negotiations for the disposal of the throne which he
proposed to establish upon its ruins, This * Con-
vention” then, was just what was wanted to give a
fair appearance to his designs, and the Mexican
refugees of the Church party who were plotting in
Paris, when the French forces were sent out, boasted
of the success of their schemes for overthrowing
Juarez and the Constitution.

In Jaauary, 1852,.a newspaper in Paris announced
that * the Government of the Tuileries would take the
initiative in offering the Crown of Mexico to the Aus-
trian Archduke Maximilian.” The English Govern-
ment took alarm at this, and demanded to know if
any negotiations bad been entered upon between the
Governwments of France and Austria in reference to
the Crown of Meaive. M. ‘thouvenal replied in the
negative. He replied in the same manner to the same
question put by the American Minister, and oa many
other occasions did he protest over and over again that
France bad no intention of taking any action in
Mexico, except with reference to realizing his money
debt.

England trusted to the good faith of France in re-
ference to the terms of the ** Convention,” so that it
cannot be charged to England’s account that she
helped to cover up the designs of the Emperor, by
engaging with him in the expedition for forcing
Mexico to respect her money obligation. .

In the meantimne the expedition had sailed. The
force which England employed was, one ship of the
line and two frigates, with seven hundred super-
numerary marines. The French military force was
twenty five hundred men, and the Spanish, about
six thousand of all arms.

The allied expedition was to rendezvous at the
Island of Cuba, but the Spanish fleet being the first
to arrive, instead of waiting for the English and

Vera Cruz.

for seizing some of its former possessions in Mexico,

the action of the Spaniards just suited his purpose.

husband, who heing without any religion in his
| nature, would of course hold hiwmself independent of

tracted toward their Majesties by the Republic of

French fleets, sailed at once for the Mexican city of

It appears that the English hsd suspicions ‘that
Spain intended to make the Spanish claim a pretext

and this hasty act was looked upop with suspicious
eyes. The French Emperor was anxious to find a
pretext for sending 4 larger force into Mexico, and

even without any formal declaration of war. But this -

having passed through thirty-six changes of govern-

' Mmmwmmwu: ;

“I'He at once despatched a reinforcement of four or five

thousand French troops.

In justice to Spain it must be stated that she had
no intention of violating the terms of the * Conven-
tion,” and this hasty step which looked so much
like an attempt to get possession of Mexican territory,
was®nly the result of anxiety on the subject of her
money claims.

But the action of the French Emperor

Srouiah the | o
suspicions of Earl Russell, and he repeated hindach-'

ration that Englahd would send out no more troops
than the marines she had sent in the beginning.
This led to fresh discussion between the Allies, and
the French Minister gave fresh assurances that the
terms of the London Convention would not be over-
stepped ; indeed he was continually protesting that
France had no intention whatever of interfering in
the internal affairs of Mexico. H
[To be Continued.) '
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with a cargo of Yankee
Custom House authorities at Sand Point on Saturday
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The Auditor General's report on the finances states
the amount received by the Treasurer from November
1st, 1862, to October 318t 1863, to be §1,053,825.96.

Ille had paid out in that wm'ﬂbaau) 69, leaving
in the treasury $100,015.27; of which $94,078.57
was in the Commercial Bmk, at .the close of the
year,

Expenditure for Education,., ..... $112,188.97
Judicial expenses,................ 12,638,12
pPublic Works,................... 119, 482 65
Volunteer Militia,................ 14 648.36
Of this Jast the Volunteers contribu- ‘3
ted for clothing supplied to them, 1,183.40
Duties collected,......... ioinili. 102028004

being an increase of $152,064.14 over the receipts of
the preceding year. The awount collected at the
Port of St. John was $437,423.85; and of Rlilmy
Impost, $107,893,68.

In the Police Court yesterday the magistrate render-
ed his decision in.the case, remanding the prisoners to
jail until they ean be delivered vp to the Federal:
authorities, He characterized ' the capture as cow-
ardly and villainly. lle decided that the act was
piracy, that he had jurisdiction, and that the case
came within the Treaty. Mr. Gray announced that
he would appeal from His Honor's decision,

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Both branches of the Provincial Legislature are in
full operation. There was considerable talk over the
emptiness of the Governor's Speech. -The upper
house has passed the Address in reply.
No official debates are to be published this session,
and as a further instance of economy may be cited
the adoption by the House of the report of the Con-
tingent cownmittee, limiting members to mghtMm
worth of statinery a piece. No otber appropriations
are to be entertained. T
Several bills bave been reported, among which is
one to print the Report of Prof. Bailey, on. the Mine-
rais of the Province.  Prof B. spent teq -weeks du-
ring his last summer vacation, in examining the dif-
ferent mining Jocalities of New Brunswick, his ex-
penses being paid by the Lieut. Governor. ‘After
sowe debate, it was voted to print 700 copies of ﬁl!
Report; and the Provincial Secretary gave notice
that he should ask an appropriation to pay the Pro-
fessor's expenses on another Mwh Geolopcd
survey of the Province next summer.
Dr. Dow’s bill for the extension of Jail Hnih, aften.
debate, was postponed three months, Mr, Skinnes
introduced a Bankrupt Bill, and Mr. Stevens gate
notice of a motion for a committee to consider Rail
way Extension Westward, to report upon route, and
the best means of raising funds. The thirty dollar
rule relating to the introduction-of “private Bills was
suspended in the case of a Bill introducéd by Mr.
Ferris, to incorporate a Boom Company in Queen's
County. It was shewn during the discussion that
the construction of the Boom would be a public con-
venience, inasmuch as it was intended for the collec-
tion of drift timber on the Salmon River, which has
been an impediment to navigation,

Froegriorox, Feb. 28,

House occupied till 4 o’clock on Stevens’ resolation,
and an amendment moved by Fisher to defer further
railway consideration unti} correspondence from Ca-
nada be subimtted. General resume of railway
watters past and present. Tilley said important
despatches on their way from Canada would be here
on Friday. Resolution and amendmest withdrawn.
Tilley said estimates be submitted Thursday or
Friday. Report, of Chief Superintendent of Schools
submitted. Munroe's wild -Lands bills referred to
select Committee.
Boyd introduced bill to amend the act relating_ to
certain exemptions from duty at Port of Sr.
Tilley said when Beek left, Provineial bonds tori in
course of preparation; had not been
Amount of loss to Province £294 ; alsoin reply to
question said, Government did not_intend to initiate
any changes in educational enactments.
Adjourned at 4.25,

COLONIAL.

he people of Halifax are abundantly l\ippM
with licensed Taverns, The City containg a trifle
more than 25,000 inhabitants, and yet within the
year 1868 about 260 Ticepses to to, uﬂ intoxicating li-
quors were issued by the civic authorities, or in the
proportion of 1 permit for every 96 of the population.
The St. Joha's N. F. Comwercial Society, held a
meeting on the 15th, to consider the operation of the
Reciprocity Treaty. The wmerchants of that city are
generally opposed to the continuance of the Treaty,
but a decided opinion is not to be officially éxpressed
on the subject till the views of the other Colonies is
known.

The agitation of Western Railway Extension in N,
B., has aroused the Canadians considerably, and they
begin to talk about the Intercolonial Railway again.
New Brunswick buendenﬂy cowe to be of more
importance in their eyes than it used 10 be, and its
geographical position is such that O’lmth canno
well afford to be without a railway eom»e(.ion ‘with
Halifax and St. John, The renewal of .the Interco-
lonial scheme hinders our .Government in its action
upon the Western extension, but in the opinion of
Mr. Burpee, the result will be a union of the two en-
terprises, so that we shall have a direct railway con-
nection with Halifax, and the banadnn, mdimfr
can lines also.

On the 9th inst., a terrible aeudmt took ylun at
the bridge over Credit river, on the Grand Trunk
Railroad. The bridge is one hundred and twenty-
five feet from the surface of the river. In the worn-
ing—as the Toronto Globe suys—as a freight train
from Sarvia was approaching uhis bridge, it was

noticed by thoeeonthomin thqu.nnleup }
of the rear cars was broken, At the ti ﬁ
3 W

in the axletree was discovered, the uﬂn w
about two hundred yards of the bridge,

the ordinary rate of Speed. 'rn- pum
train did all in their power to stop it. Al |
foru, however, were . umvﬂhg as tb

b:m:lovm‘. and ll a few

forward one btokc. ' ; he cond
of the train and two' WM" ‘ ‘
ngoftho train the last two cars ran off
".J ﬁeﬂeﬂd‘w '
uufd  into the air Mzﬂ vﬂmm
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tant. A “blockade runner” hw-hmd;m
decked boat called the “Rob Roy," from




