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The Spiritual Dearth.

The present state of our Churches in these Provin-
ces, it must be confessed, is far from satisactory.
The returns of the Nova Scotia Association for the
last associational year show a positive decrease in
pumbers. Ovne bundred and fifty-three churches
added by baptism only three hundred and ninety-
‘threc. ‘The New Bruoswick churches, numbering
one hundred and forty-five, received by baptism the
last year only four hundred and eighty-six, waking
the net increase very small. The dearth is wide-
spread and all but universal. Here and there a few
mercy drops have fullen: but there have been no
copious showers of grace such as were enjoyed in the
years that are past. Surely it behoves us as ** stew-
ards of the mysteries of God” to institute a searching
prayerful enquiry into the causes of this sad declen-
sion. We cannot plead as they do in the neighboring
States the excitewent of political cawpaigns, and the
deworalizing and withering intluence of fiatricidal
war, as throwing insurmountable obstacles in the re-
ligious pathway. llere in these bappy Provinces,
instead of calamities and woes, we have the smiles ot
8 benignant Providence sumwoning us as by ten
thousand trumpet voices to the exercise of gratitude
and zeal, of faith and prayer, of love and obedicnce,
to the Divine will.  But in the widst of these unnuwm-
bered mercies, the coldness of woral death freezes up
the very fountain of spiritual life in the soul. Has
oar Father in heaven a controversy with us? Has
he in anger shut up his tender mercies? llave our
backslidings come up as a thick cloud to bide from
us the suushine of his love ¥ Let this inquiry be in-
dividual and universal. It must become a personal
matter, or no good will result from it. It must be
geveral, or the advantages will be too limited, Let
the examination be 1mpartial.  1las the closet been
neglected ¥ Has the fawily altar been thrown down ?
Has the spirit of the world taken possession of the
heart?
vows and respousibilities ¥ lave the ordinances of
Christ been disregarded 7 Have churches failed to
maintain with punctuahty and zeal the public wor-
ship of God ? llas the discipline of the church been
laid aside? Is the ministry shorn of its unctious
power? If on prayerful examination these evils are
found to exist amongst us as cliristian churches to a
lawentable extent, let us deplore our backslidings
before the mercy seat.  Let the ministers
tween the porch and the altar”

Has the life been inconsistent with religious

" weep be-
and let them cry,
“spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine
heritage to reproach I”  Let the prayer be universal,
0 Lord, revive thy work.” * Return, we beseech
thee, U God of hosts: look down from heaven and
behold, and visit this vine.” It will be seen by the

. . i
letter of Rev. E. Hickson, that revival inluences are

being experienced at Newcastle.  Ob, way they
spreac far and wide, until all our winisters and
cliurches shall be thoroughly aroused to the respon-
sibilities ot their high vocation, and wultitudes be
seen pressing ioto the Kingdow regenerated aud saved.

———

Educational Movement.

We learn Ly the futelliyencer, ot last week, that
our Free Baptist brethren are contewplating entering
upon the work of education in an organized foruw.
At a mecting in Fredericton on the 6th ivst., Rev. J.
T. Parsons in the Chair, the lollowing resolution was
adopted : —

Resoleed, As the opinion of the meeting, it is ex-
peuieul Lo orgunize a * Free Baptist Education So-

ud), for lub purpose of prowoting the cause ol
Euucation is our denowination.

Tue dralt of a Coustitution, previously prepared,
was subuwiited Lo the meeting, and after due consul-
tation, 1t was directed (o hold adjourned meetings at
“prowinent poiats, und (o solicit subseriptions,

Tbe tirst avjourned wecting, the Lutelligencer tells
us, was beld 10 Douglas, and  the proposed Counstitu-
Elders Hartt, McLeod,
Haitley, Parsons, Vanwart, and Babcock, addressed
the weeting in favor of tue new movewent, and * the
greatest harwony prevailed,” and nearly every person
present subscribed to the object.  The proposed Con-
stitution is very similar in 1ts provisions to those of
the New Bruuswick and Nova Scotia Baptist Educa-
tion Sucieties, with the addition of ¢ndowwent scho-
Jarsbips, such as we bave in Acadia College.

All tbis is very encouraging. Heartily do we con-
gratulate our Free Brethren upon this advance wove-
went. Lhe old Baptists have fought their ba'tles and
80 thoroughly prepared the way for thew, that they
have now a clear path, an open field, and nothing to
do, but to push forward their plans in the strength
of the Lord of hosts.  We congratulate Elder Haru
especially, in the bappy chaunge which bas taken
place in bis views and feclings on this subject, and
that be 1s giving o his breturen the fuil strength of
his powerlul inluence to encourage their new educa-
tional enterprise.  But as our Free brethren have
adopted our views rubardmb the iwportance of edu-
cation io 1ts relatibns o the progress of the ministry
and chburches of the Redeewer, why not unite with
us in some cowprehensive plan adapted to weet the
pecessitics of all ?  We frankly coufess we can see
no govd reason why the two sections of the Baptist
fawily should not usite their energies in this good
work. ‘Lhey are essentially the sawe in their neces-
sites, babits, position and aiws, in this country. In
any school which they way establish they would pro-
bably use the sawe cluss books, be governed sub-
stantially by the same laws, and pursue the same
object. Would not a union, therefore, be conducive
to the mutual interest of all concerned. This educa-
tional business, when carried forward effectively, re-
quires large funds, and calls for ecucated talent of the
bigbest order. Itis comparatively easy to formn an
Euucativn Society, or to ereet buildings ; but when
this is dove, teachers, pupils, and funds wust be forth-
coming as a continuous supply. Here is the pinch of
the undertakiog ; the load has to be carried, not pe-
riodically, but every year and every day of the year.
The bistory of our own lostitutions in these Provin-
ces distinetly 1llustrates and fully confirms this fact.
ﬂ.n” tbe advantage of combined effort upon an en-
hr.dudc. We appeal to the esteemed brethren
'ﬁo are now moving in this matter, and we ask them
are you disposed Lo consider the question as above
suggested ? LI so, let the preliminary steps be taken.
Oinipo MM be full and free consultation be-

tion was aguin subwitted.
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ined, the sooner such consulta-
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‘would be prepared Lo meet any number
brehr bm,anl place, and dis-
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tion to the Divine will. He entreated his mother not
to grieve, saying, * The hand of God isin this afHlic-
tion.” In his last moments he said, ** My dear pa-
rents, [ am going home to Jesus, to reign with bhim
forever, where parting will be no more.” The
mother replied, ** My dear son, how can I part with
you?' He answered, * Put your trust in God." He
then took leave of his brotber and sisters, and affec-
tionately exhorted them to comfort their parents, and
to prepare to meet as an unbroken family, in heaven.
** Farewell, dear fiiends,” he added, ** you have all
been kind tv me, for which I thank you. Oh, prepare
to meet wme in heaven!”  We tender to those bereaved
friends our deepest sympathies, and pray God that
the sweet words of faith and hope which came from
the lips of their dying son, may till them with grati-
tude to that grace which enabled him to triumph as
he passed the ** swellings of Jordan,” on his way to
the celestial city. * Those that sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him.”
e @ e
Christian Benevolence.
(Concluded.)

‘* Let us remember, that, in the Divine Judgment,
our charities are estimated, not by the amount which
we give, but by our ability to give. Thus did our
Saviour measure the charities cast into the treasury
of the Temple, on the occasion just mentioned.
Hence, il we could look into the book of God's reck-
oning, we should find that his entries of charitable
offerings ditfer widely from those found in the book o
man's reckoning. It would be discovered that many
of the names standing at the head of the page in
that of man’s, are at the bottomn in that of God's. It
would be seen that many of the poorest of earth have
given more than the richest—judged by the Standard
of Himy who accepts *according to that man hath,
and not according to that he hath not.’

** But there is another important feature of our ben-
efactions, by which the Divine Judgment respecting
thew is regulated. We refer to the amount of sels:
denial in which those benefactions are made. The
poor widow, whose record we have noticed, gave more
than the rich, because she denied in giving. The
rich gave from their abundance ; she, frow her po-
verty. They were subjected to no inconvenience ;
they relinquished not a single comfort, nor curtailed
a single luxury, in giving. But the widow's gift cost
wuch to earn it, and yet inore to cast it into the sa-
cred treasury —for it was * even all her living." She
had little to give, but how muchi of the Christly spirit
of selfdenial went with it.

** How is it with our offeings when measured by
the amount of our sell-denial ¥ Are they not very
cheap—cheap to us—and conscquently cheap in the
Divine estimation ¥ How few of us do anything for
the cause of Chiristian Benevolence under the pressure
of self'denial. We scarcely sacritice unnecessary
comforts, to say nothing of real necessities. Some
spend wore in one wmonth on the merest trifles, not
to say injurious luxuries, than they give in a wholc
year to the cause of God. Let us examine our offer-
ings in relation to the matter of seli-denial.  Are we
not forced to own that if their value is estimated by
| the awount of self-denial they have cost us, then are
| they of very swall value? low much bas our Chris-
‘ What real wants have
What reasonable wish bas been sa-
criiced? Nay, rather, what vain wants and selfish
wishies bave we not gratified before counting out the
offerings which we, as Chiistian disciples, owe to the
cause of our Redeemer? Obh, how shaweful is the
reeord of our Chnistian Benevolence, not only in rela-
tion to our ability, but also to the spirit of self-de-
nial ! Is it not a wonder that God's patience towards
us is not exhausted? Is it not'a wonder that He
aoes not strip us of every earthly good, and leave us
to suffer, us we leave His holy cause to sutfer by our
( penurious and refuctant offerings ? Is it not a won-
der, that He does not spurn from his altar the gifts
we do bestow, when lle compares them with our
ability, and witnesses the grudging spirit in which
we bring them to His altar?

* We see that God regulates His claims upon our
services of Christian Benevolence, by the extent of
our ability, and estimates the value of our contribu-
tions by tie awount of self-denial they have cost us.
Those claiws are laid at the door of the poorest, as
well as the richest of bis chbildren—and the gift of the
poorest may stand as high in the Divine estimation,
as that of the richest. Every one who enjoys the
priceless blessings of the Gospel, however limited his
possessions and meagre his income, i8 required, by
the very blessings he enjoys, to bear some part, in
bringing offerings and tithes into the store-house of
Christ, to spread, sustain and speed forward His
cause in the world. And if every one in the church,
each according to his ability, should do his part for
that sacred cause, it would never languish for material
aid. The treasury of the Lord would be continually
running over with an abundance.

** We need, and ought to have, more organized and
regular methods of performing this important work.
Iu consequence of a deficiency here, many of our
churches f4il to do anything, and others much less
than they would, were systew and regularity adopted.
For exawple, il each member of a Church, nuwber-
ing two hundred, should give five cents u week, and
every week lay by, according to the apostolic rule,
(1 Corinthians xv. 2), that sim,—to be sacredly kept
for the treasury of the Lord,—the donation frow that
church would reach the annual amount of five hund-
red and twenty dollars, The Minutes of our Con-
vention give to the Baptist Churches of this State, a
membership of nearly nine thousand. Adopting the
low rate of contribution just named, it would yield
an annual sum of nearly twenty-four thousand dol-
lars, for our benevolent enterprises. But the above
rate brings the duty in question, to only the member-
ship of our Churches, leaving out the hundreds and
thousands in our congregations, who regularly, and

tian Benevolence cost us ?
been set aside ?

professing Christians, aid our benevolent operations.
Besides, the rate suggested, contemplates the very
lowest pecuniary ability within the ranks of our
churches. If, notwithstanding the fixed and low rate,
each one should regulate his own contribution * as
God hath prospered him,” when should we hear of
any wissidnary or benevolent enterprise lagging for
-want of means to carry it forward ?

* We subwit these reflections to the churches in

are umposing extraordinary burdens, both on our
howe and foreign missionary toils, We cannot, with
our present contribntions, weet the pecuniary require-

inmmw&huym&o(thcﬂuw
ing fields, whose wiliions of perishing serid forth on
every breeze the Macedonian ery for heip. The whole
_machinery of our miseionary enterprises costs nearly
mu-ur‘a-u‘innwfmum
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not a few of thew even more generously than many

our venerable Association, boaqu the times just now

wents of the posts already occupied, neither here nor -

¢ Let us, therefore, dear Brethren, awake to a

| more vigorous and expansive benevolence, Let us
| more equally divide the responsibility of sustaining

the cbjects which call for our econtributions, each
giving * as God hath prospered him.'"”
— e —

For the Chnstian Visitor.

Letter from Liverpool, G. B,
September Tth, 1864.

Mr. Epitor—I place at your disposal the follow-
ing notes on the beautiful scenery between Liverpool
and Bangor, North Walcs. On a tine day we left
Liverpool at one o'clock p. u., by steamer to Birkin-
head. We take our seat in the.cars, and are soon in
old Chester. A chauge of trains is but a question of
a few minutes; we are again in motion and here we
cross the river Dee, and are in Wales for the first
time. The country seems level, with high land
in the distance on our left, and the waters of the Dee,
the Mersey, and Irish Channel opening on the right ;
dotted with the white sails of the many coasting ves-
sels, and in the distance steamers and other large
ships of commerce in all their variety. But to me
the agriculture and manufactories of the country
were most interesting. 1 was delighted to see the
wheat harvest in its richness. The straw was shorter
than ordinary, which was occasioned by the unusual
dry season, but the heads were improved by the same
cause ; 80 that the wheat and other crops including
potatoes were good in both quantity and quality.
How faithful is the Lord, who has said, * seed time
and harvest shall not fail.” The first manulactories
were large oil works and coal, with which the country
is abundantly supplied ; also, copper, lead, and slate;
the history of which your readers know is as old as
the history of the country. Next, its beautiful towns,
villages, and stations; but more, the many ancient
castles attracted our notice, some of which, in good
preservation, appear like palaces of royalty, Others
gone more or less to decay, and at a passing glance fix
our mind on the fact that all things here are passing
away. I said the first part of the country was beau-
tifully level ; we found however that it was not all
such: the lower part being very hiily, as was shewn
by the several tunnels we passed tbrough, and on
ewerging out of one of which, we found ourselves at
the station at Bangor, at six o'clock in the evening.
‘Alter having secured comfortable lodgings and refresh-
wents, we walked out to learn the religious history
of this very ancient, but now modern and fashionable
place of resort for invalids and over-taxed men of
business, together with the nobles of the realm, with
their families ; ail of whowm find the most ample accom-
modations in the many splendid hotels, and newly
erected terraces of houses, built for the accommodation
of transient visitors. On the western bill side over-
looking the old town, which is in a valley halfa
wile wide (the eastern side is Baogor Mountain),
the valley extends back far between the hills south-
ward, and at the north empties its waters into the
sea forming the lrish Channel and the Menia Straits,
dividing Anglesea with Beaumorrice, Olns Henad, &c.,
waking a harbour for small vessels. In this valiey
was the old town of Bangor. Its antiquity may be
imagined by visiting 1ts Cathedral, a venerable gothic
piie, which was founded about the year 523. It was
destroyed in 1071, and after being rebuilt, was again
burnt down in 1402. Afier lying ninety years ic
ruins, it was again rebuilt by stages, that of the tower’
dating 1532. Thus ita 6500 inhabitants, by tradi-
tion, point to the fact that Welsh Princes and Poten-
tates were interred in their Cathedral. This estab-
blishes the antiquity of the Town, and to those who
can read terwons in stones, there is the calming ut.
terauce of a present God. In this lovely valley on
the Sabbath previous to our visit, the Lord Bishop of
Oxford preached.  The? Right Reverend James
Colquhoun Campbell, presides as Bishop, assisted by
Very Rev. James Henry Cotton Dean, who with the
Rev. Evans Pughe, and Daniel Evans, are Vicars.
The window of stained glass is beautiful. “ There are
also two other very neat Episcopal Churches, and a
third in the course of erection. An Independent,
two Methodist, and a Roman Catholic; all the houses
bailt in modern style, and in keeping with the extreme
fashions of the ‘place=~-On inquiring for a Baptist
Chuarch, I was told there is none here, except one in
a very obscure part of the town, where they weet on
the Sabbath and have preaching in Welch. This
surprised me, as I had thought the Welch were
largely Baptist. I called on the pastor, Rev. Mr.
Williams, and was happy to learn thut a new house
is in course of erection, in a better part of the
town, 60 by 40 feet in the clear, of gothic architec-
ture with galleries on three sides. T'he speaker's
desk is on a neat platform. Ilooked at the plan, and
saw it would be in keeping with the general taste,
It is to be completed by Christwas. Rev. J. D.
Evans, a student of Mr. Spurgeon, was then there,
having preached on three Sundays, taking up collec-
tions 1n behalf of the new Church. Sowe of our
party heard hiw preach, and was struck with one ex-
pression he made. In his appeal to the people he said,
“I wonder how the Almighty can condescend to be
worshipped in so mean & place.” I said thereisa
sense in which this strong expression does apply, for
on looking at the wealth and fashion of the place, [
could but feel that it was a disgrace to the comme-
nity not to’have assisted a poor Church to build 1
house in which to worship God, in keeping wit
similar buildings of other denominations. I went
and visited the new house, found carpenters at work,
and the builders far advanced. It exceeded my ex-
pectations. I then determined if possible tc find the
old house of which they were now so wuch ashamed,
which I soon accomplished, being directed up a nar-
row street to the corner of the tirst cross sireet. Oue ol
the streets was but twelve feet wide, the other fifteen
feet. On this corner stood the house, twenty-five
feet square, a story and a hulf high, of rough stone,
with one balf occupied as a dwelling house, the other
half the only place the Baptists have evé had in this
town, in which to assemble for public worship. Let
me state to  the credit of the place, that Mr. Evins
preached in this house but once, when the Indepen-
dents opened their large house to his use, and a new
public ball belonging to the town was also placed at
his service, which was as it should be, I did not
learn the amount raised on this occasion, but ! have
no doubt the seed sown there Ly Mr. Evans and
others will produce a barvest, and a Baptist Church
be gathered in Bangor, to the bonour of God. 1 felt
more interested in M as it reminded me of our own
endeavours to byild a new bhouse. I need not tell
your readers that the present is an age of Church ex-
tension. The Lord is moving the minds of the
people, and eminent men are engaging in the cause.
Churches are being erected in destitute places, in
which the poor can hear the "d M and h

Pr. Livingstone’s Address on his African
Mission.

We have been deeply interested in reading th
address of Dr. Livingstone, delivered recently befo
the ** British Parliament of Science.” His explor:-
tions in Africa_have opened a new world for com-
merce andy christian wissions, and therefore, every-
thing that comes either from his tongue or pen rela’.
ing to that vast country, is read with avidity. Inh
recent address, as given by the Christian World, hi
states thus

THE OBJECTS OF HIS MISSION.

In proceeding to the West coast to find a path ti
the sea, whereby lawful commerce might be intrcr
duced to aid missionary efforts, I was very muc|
struck by observing that which is known as Lor |
Palmerston’s policy existing several hundred mil;
from the ocean. I found that piracy had been aboli-
shed, and the slave trade had been so far suppresse .
as to be spoken of as a thing of the past ; that law.-
ful commerce had increased from £20,000 in ivor.
and-gold dust to between £1,000,000 and £3,000,000,
£1,000 of which was in palm il to our own country ;
that over 20 missions had been established, wit
schools in which 12,000 pupils were taught ; ths .
life and property were secure on the coast, and con
parative peace established in large portions of the ir)
terior. Not finding what I wished by going to thy
west coast, I came down the Zambexi to the east coas ),
and there I lound the country sealed up. The sam:
effort had been made by our cruisers here as on tl:
west coast, but, in consequence of foreigners beir |
debarred from ﬂltermg the country, neither trade.
nor missionaries had established themselves, Iy
seemsto me that as the Portuguese Governwent pr .
fesses itself willing to aid in opening up the country,
and we had a large river, the Zambesi, which beir )
full when I first descended, it seems a famous inlet i}
the higher lands and interior generally ; I know thy:
natives to be almost all fond of tradirg, and, whe
away from the influence of the slave-trade, friend]
and mild, the soil fertile, and cotton and other pr.
ducts widely cultivated, It therefore appeared to uw;)
that if [ could open this region to lawful comwerq
I should supplement the efforts of some of our crui -
ers, in the same way as has been done by trader)
and missionaries on the west coast, and perform
good service to Africa and to England. To accom-
plish this was the main olject of the Zembesi Expe -
dition.

THE ZAMBEZI AND THE SHIRE.

The first discovery we made was a navigable er-
trance to the Zambesi, about a degree west of tl
Quillimane River, which has always been represente
us Lhe mouth of the Z umbesi, in order that the men-o
war wight be induced to watch the false mouth whi,
slaves were quietly shipped from the real moutl
This mistake has lately been propagated in a map b
the Colonial Miuister of Portugal.  Oo ascending tl.
Zambesi we found*that the Portuguese anthoriues, 1
whom their Government had kindly commended us
had nearly all led down to the sea coast, and ti
country was in the hands of the natives, many
whow, by ther brands, we saw bad been slaves. A
they were all quite [riendly with us, we proceeded 1
our work, and ascended tue river in a little steames
which having been wade of steel plates, a materi:
never before tried, and with an engine and boiler, ti
sweepings of some shop, very soon failed us, Indeec |
the common canoes of the country passed us with eas
aud the people in thew looked back, wondering whs
this putting, asthwatic thing could wean. 'T'he croc
diles thought it was a land  auimal swlmmmg, an
rushed at |l i hopes of having a least. The river fc
the first 30U wmiles is from hall-a. wile to three il
wide. During balf the year the water is abundai .
and deep ; during the other half, or the dry season
it is very shallow ; Lut with properly constructe
vessels much might ke made of it during the whole « '
ordinary years. We prucm.ded as soul as we coul
to the rapids above Zette, ourintention having origit -
ally been to go up as far as the Great Victoria Fall:
and to do what we could with the Makalolo, but ov
steamner could not stram a four-knot current. W
then turned otf to an affluent of the Zambesi, whic
tows into it about 100 miles from the sea ; it is cal
ed the Shrine, and as far as we know, was never e»
plored by any European before. It flows in a valle
about 200 miles long and 20 broad. Ranges of hil
shut in the landscape on both sides, while the rive
itself winds excessively amoug marshes ; in one
these we counted BUU elepbants, all in slght at on
time. The population wuas very large ; crowds «
natives, arwed with bows and poisoned arrows, linc
the banks, and seewned disposed to resent any injur
that mlgbt be intlicted.  But by care and civility w-
gave them no occasion for cowmencing hostilitier,
though they were once just on the poirt of discharg.
iug their arrows.  On a second visit they were mor |
friendly, and the women and children appeared. W
had so far gained their confidence that we left th.
steamer at Murchison's Cataract, and Dr. Kirk and 1
procecding on fuot to the N.N.E., and discovered Lak |
Shirwa, This lake is nog large ; 1t is said to have i
outiet, and this is provably the case, for its water 1
brakish; it abounds in fsh, hippopotami, and leeche:
Tue scenery around is very beautiful, the mountain |
on the east rising to a heigut of 8,000 or 9,000 feet.

THE NATIVES AND THEIR HABITS.

As T am often asked what sort of foiks these sav!
‘ages are, | may answer they were as low as any w |
ever met, except Bushmen, yet they all cultivate ti
soil for their sustenanze, Cultivating large tracts «
land tor gruin, a favorite way ol using the produw i
to couvert it into beer. it is not very intoxicating !
but when they consume large quantities they do by
come a little elevated.  When a fawily brews a larg;
quantity the friends and neighbours are invited t
arink, and bring their hoes with thew, They let o
the excitement by werrily bhoeing their friend’s tield
at other times they cousuwe large quantties for th |
same object as our regular topers at howe. We e
tered ooe village, and lound the people all tipsy Wi
gether, Qi seeing us Lhe wen tried to induce th,
wowmen to run away, but the ludi;s. wo. were, as W
wildly putit, **a httle overcowe,” aund lnughed &
the idea of their runuing.  T'he village doctor arrang;
ed matters by bringing a large pot uf the liquid, wit §
the mtenuou, apparcutly, of reducing us to the gen
ral level.  Well, the people gencrally, it we excey
the coast tribes, are very much like thesg, withou
the drunkenness. Wherever the 1zelze exists tl
people possess no cattle, as this insect proves tatal
all domestic anumals, exeept ahe goat, wan and dox
key. Where the slave trade is unkuown the catt
are the only cause of war. Having secured the goo
mll of sll the people below and adjacent to Murch
son's Cataracts, we next proceeded furtber north, an
discovered the Shire flowing in a broad gentle strea:
out to Lake Nyassa, aboul sixty wiles above th
cataract. The country on each side of the river an,)
lake rises up 10 what, from Lelow, seemed ranges
wountaios, but when they had been ascended the
turn out to be elevated plateaux, cvol and well walel
ed with streaws,, T'o show the difference of tempers
ture, we were dnul.m‘ the water of the Shire ut 8
dignu, and by oveday's wmarch up the ascent,

between 3,000 and 4,000 féet, we hud it at 65

or 19 degrevs lower. 4t Mtw ificed. We bhad n/

:ln;:b&dg. -iu.;d o':.‘.wmbono dues were levied, no
Al ugh the Mauganja were quite it

dependent in their In!:"m‘ towards us, and gu'

iyia!emct froh what ttuy aflerwards became.
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arrows before them. When Dr, Kirk and Mr. Chas.
Livingstone and [ went vp to show Bishop Mackenzie
on the highlands, we met & party of these Portuguese
slaves coming with 84 captives bound and led towards
Zette. The head of the party we knew perfect.y,
having had him in our employment in Zette. No
force was employed, for even the slaves of the Gov-
ernor knew they were doing wrong, and fled, leaving
the whole of the captives on our hands.  Bishop Mac-
kenzie received thew gladly, and in a fertile country.
with land free, in the course of a year or two, might
by training some 60 boys to habits of indystry have
rendered his mission independent as far as native sup-
port was concermed.

THE UNIVERSITIES MISSION,

Having been engaged in the formation of two mis-
sions in another part of the. country, and having
been familiar with the history of several, I never
knew a wission undertaken under more favorable
auspices, The good bishop had some 200 people at
his disposal, ang would soon have presented to the
country an example of a free commuuity, supported
by its own industry, where fair dealing could be met.
which undoubtedly would have created imwmense in
fluence ; for wherever the English name is known it
is associated with freedom and fair play. We con-
ducted Bishop Mackenzie an? party up to the high-
lands, and alter sapending three or four days with
them returned, and never had any wmore connection
with the conduct of that mission.

A BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY.

We carried a hoat past Murchison's Cataracts. By
these the river descends at five ditferent leaps, of
great beauty, 1,200 feet in a distance of abont 40
miles. Above that we have 60 miles of fine deep rivers,
owing placidly out of Lake Nyassa. We touched
the bottom in a bay with a line of 100 fathomws, and
a mile out could find no bottom at 116 fathoms. It
contains plenty of tish, and great numbers of natives
daily engage in catching them with nets, hooks,
spears, torches, and poison, The crocodiles, having
plenty of fish to eat, rarely attack wen. Itis from
50 to 60 wiles broad, and we saw, at least, 225 miles
of its length.  As seen from the lake it seems sur-
rounded by mountains, and from these furious stornis
come suduenly down and raise high seas, which are
dangerous for a boat, but the native canoes are form-
ed €0 as to go easily along the surface. The appa-
rent mountains on the west were ascended last year,
and found to be only the edges of a great plateau, 8,
000 feet above the sea. This 18 cool, well watered, and
well peopled with the Nanganja and the Maori, some
of whom possess cattle ; and [ have no doubt tha,
the first bardships over, and properly housed and feu
Europeans would enjoy life and comfort. This part
of Airica has exactly the same form as Western In-
dia at Bombay, only this is a little higher and cooler.
Well, baving now a fair way into the highlands by
weans of the Zambesi and Shire, and a navigable
course of river and lake, of two miles across, which
all the slaves for the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf,
as well as some for Cuba took, and nearly all the in
habitants of this densely- peopled couptry actually
knowing how to cultivate cotion, it seemed likely that
their strong propensity to trade might be easily turn-
ed to the advantage of our own country as well as
theirs, The cotton is short in the staple, strong, and
like wool in the hand—as good as upland Awerican,
A second variety has been introduced, as is seen in
the name being foreign cotton, and a third of very
superior quaiity, very long in tibre, though usually
believed to belong to South Awmerica, was found
right in the middle of the continent, in the country of
the Makalolo. A tree of it was eight inches in dia-
wmeter, or like an ordinary upple-lret And all these
requue planting not oftener than once in three years.
There is no danger of frost, either to injure the crops.

THE PORTUGUESE AND SLAVE-HUNTING.

No sooner, however, had we begun our labors among
the Manganja than the African Portuguese, by 1stiga-
ting the Ajawa, with armsand ammunition, to be paid
forin slaves, produced the utmost contusion,  Village
after v1llago was attacked and burnt, for the Mangan-
ja, armed only with bows and arrows, could not stand
vefore firearms. The bowman's way of fighting is
to be in ambush, and shoot his arrows unawares,
while those with guns, waking a great noise, cause
the bowmen to run away. The wowen and chiluren
become captives. This process of slave-hunting went
on for somne months, and then a panic seized the Man-
ganja nation. All tled down to the river, only anx-
ious to get that between thewm and their enewies ; but
they had left all their food behind them, and starva-
tion of thousands ensued. T wish not to be under-
stood as casting a slur on'the Portugue~e in Europe,
the Viscount Lavradio, the Viscount Sa da Bandeira,
and others, who are as anxious to see the abolition of
the slave trade as could be desired ; but the evil is
done by theassertion in Europe of dominiou in Africa,
when it is quite well known that the Portuguese in
Africa were only a few half-castes, the chiidren of
converts and black women, who have actually to ppy
tribute to the pure natives. A great nation like ours
cannot get rid of the obligations to other mewbers of
the great community of nations. The police of the
sea must be waintained, and should we send no more
cruiscrs to suppress the slave irade we should soon
be obliged to send them to suppress piracy, for no
trafic engenders lawlessness as does this odious trade,
The plan' I proposed required a steawer on Lake Ny-
assa Lo take up the ivory trade, as it is by the aid of
that trade that the trallic in slaves is carried on. The

Governwent sent out a steawer, which though an
excelleat one, was too deep for the Shire. Another
steamer was then built at my own expense ; this was
all that could bedesired, and the Lady Vyun or Ludy
of the Lake was actually unscrewed aud ready for con-
veyance to the scene of wissionary work, bat tnat
must be done by younger wen, specially educated for
it—men willing to mugh it, and.yet hold quietly and

patiently on,
——et e Ol O P

¥orthe Christian Visitor.
Dear Epitor —God’s people here are 'uking down
their harps from the willows. The songs of Zion are
heard in this land. A revival is in progress in New-
castle, such as was never experienced here before.
During the time I was attending the Western Asso-
ciation our Methodist friends comwenced a series- of |
meetings. These meetings were conducted in a ca-
tholic spirit. They were attended by godly people,
and others of every name. Their chapels became r.00
straight for the congregation, On Tuesday evening
last, at our regular Uniop prayer meeting in our cha-
pel, Presbyterians, Methodists, and Baptists —miais-
ters and people—umet together, Young converts spoke
frecly ; others seeking the Lord asked for the prayers
of Christfans. On Wednesday evening we miet again,
and, in the providence of God, Bro. Tbomu Pgwqr
appeared among us. Though’ fthp\oa in bod'y “his
spirit was buoyant, and his heart full olI love md
gratitude to his God for having seen. his parents, and
received from them a cordial welcome—an exprmuon
of parental love, A ‘eneruf mapifestation of kind re-
gard charaéterized his visit to the home of bis youth.
He preached last evening Qur Qﬁlpel e?\tld by no
weaus contain the people. mmtin,g was,_pro-
longed until eleven o'clock. hwf young connf,u
njmd in huio‘.obuind sternal life; dozens rose
for prayer. The venerable Dr. ﬁ«Mn addressed
the th ace in_ their beball. By’ God's bles-
sing we “;;ni’l 10-uight. 0°;b¢'°§;" J
Cbrist, pl:t, us now that th work m
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to drive those who were armed only with hows and | membership and directorship since the contribution

which he made to us as we passed. Over and above
all our expenses, we havealready received as proceeds
of our late visit to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
nearly one thousand dollars in our currency, and we
have the promise of considerably mare. - But this we
regard as ouly a part of the benefit accruing from the
visit,

We have made acquaintances and formed friend-
ships, which we will gratefully cherish as long as we
live. We have been enabled under God to' increase
Lud strengthen the bends of union between coguate
fations, and especially between those portions of
them that are distinguished for their attachment to
the pure word of God. We have communicated in-
tellig!neo,re‘arding the purposes and operations of
the American Bible Union, that has awakefed &
wide-spread sympathy on its behalf, which we be-
lieve will lay the foundation for permanent cospera-
tion and mutually-enlarged usefulness in this interes-
ting department of chiistian benevolence. And we
have become personally familiar with the objects ef
special interest to our brethren in the Provinces, and
can now.in turn intelligently sympathise and cobper-
ate with them. The Lord has blessed you with a
wagnificent country, abounding in capabilities and
fesources for haman comfort and asefulness, Yoor
laws and institations, your habits of life and modes
of thought, are so similar to our own, thnt, in addition
to the fraternal tie, which unites us in one Tamily as
the children of God, we salute you socially and civilly
as our brethren in all that constitutes the essence of
nationality.

Through you, Mr..Editor, we tender to our breth-
ren and [riends in the Provinces our warmest thanks
and best wishes for their temporal and spiritual wel-
fare. W H. Wrcekorr, Cor. Sec'y.

C. A. Buokses, Rec..Sec'y.

- risiiind
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: The Minutes of thie Nineteenth Session of the Bap-

tist Convention of Nova Scotia, New Branswick, and
P. K. Island, were issued from the press of Messrs
Baroes, & Co, and make a neat pamphlet 6f46 pages.
On the last page will be found a Convention Record,
which wil be useful for reference to the past. It is
not quite perfect, but tise blanks can be eaxily flled
up next year. In addition to the nuinber proportion-
ed to each church, the committee thought best to
send a copy to each vrdained winister, to the mem-
bers of the Press in the Provinces, and also to seve-
rai lcading gentlemen at home and abroad. The par-
cels have all been sent through the Post Office of this
city, and we hope will arrive safely at their destina-
tion. If any are rvot fully supplied, please let us
know and we will send us many as are required.
The cownmittee thought best to retain a sufficient
quantity to meet future applications. 2,000 copies
in all were issued. Some 200 are still on hand. If
any have miscarried through the Post offices, please
let us know in good time,

I35 An enquirer asks, if a mewmber of a church
be not allowed to go to law with a Brother member,
and his Brethren refuse to redress bis grievances,
what he is to do? We answer, carry the case to God
in humble supplication, and pray especially for the
offender, that he may be made a better man, and for
yourself, that as you expect to obtain foergiveness for
your trespasses, that so you may, *‘forgive thiose
that trespass against you.” '

I&F™ The .Freeman learns from the MNinutes of the

“Baptist Convention, just published, that ** the whole

number of Bapiists in NovaScotia is 15,870, of whom
only 893 have been baptized. In New Brunswick
the number of members is 8,908, the number baptised
437. To those who believe in the necessity of bap-
tism, and regard the unbaptized as heathens, this
will appear an alarming state of things.”

* Alarming,” indeed, if true, but our contemporary
takes the number given as baptized last year, and
evidently supposes that this includes all the baptised
in our churches. A ‘more thorough acquaintance,
however with Baptist principles wouid teach bimthat
all our Church Members are baptised prior to their
admittance as such.

Scoular Q‘tpmmem.

COLONIAL.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

§5F" The moral character of the late Exhibition at
Fredericton, bas been most distasieful 1o religious
minds. The serious fact is that the Aorse -racing,
rum selling, darneing, do., do., wége 80 mixed up
with the Exhibiiion, a8 to make divectly or in-
directly a part and parcel of the whele affair. Now,
we submit, if Prmmcitl Exhibitions caonot be held
without outraging the moral sense of a very large
proportion of the pooplo. better not bave thew at all.
Displays of the products of agriculture, and of art
might be made ‘highly civilising ia their tendency ;

but if you surrour:d them with such scemes as canonly
administer to the vulgar habits and vitiated .appe-

tites of man in his depravity, you convert them into
a curse instead of making them a bhuh‘. 5

MeLancaouy  Case.—~The Ichw d‘My

reports a most horrid case wm degradation and
self destruction. . It says =,

On Saturday evening a (oroner's Inquest was held
on the body of Mary Ann, Yeomans, a girl who for
the last twelve months had resided as a-sérvant l.h
‘Mr. Jarvis, at the Ropo\nlk Porthand.  The-

wany of several witnesses who were exa j‘_‘nt
to show that on Friday wq:inﬁ: ?'.Q she
had given birth to A _ was af-
Lwe;:ardu discove M trank. “‘I'bere
was unll
ﬁorn“t?t not, heither huro there an inm
on.the body. Qa Saturday: m& lhnt
the girl was cha tnb the :
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