
& Our Friends would oblige us by send- 

ing in their contributions early in the week as 
on account of Mail arrangements it is deeir- 
able we should, 
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The Happy Land. 
It may be that from ehildhood wo have 

.been trained to think and speak of the 
“land of pure delight, where saints im: 

” aud that for long yerrs ‘we’ 
have cherished a hope that when we shall 
bave offered our last prayer, and have ut- 
tered our last sigh on earth, we shall eross 
the flood and go where there shall be no 

or pain, or tears, 
know no end. 

il, utterly fail to compre: 
bend the mijesty, the sublimity, the hap- 

ory of the rest that remains 
of God. One writer thus 

“Standing in ‘the midst of our dark- 
ness, in a world where there is so much 
misery; where we see 0 few things with 

degree of clearness, we may learn to. 
e more the descriptions of that world 

to which we go—.he declarations respect- 
+ ing heaven with which the Bible #0 ap- 

propristely closes : *“ And the city had no 
need of the sun, neither of the moon, to 
shine in it; for the glory of God did 
Tighten it, and the Lamb is the light there- 

. And the nations of them which are 
eaved shall walk in the light of it—and 
there shall be no night there. 
shall be no more curse : but the throne of 
Cod and of tbe Lamb shall be in it; and 
his servants :Lall serve him. Aad they 
need no caudle, neither light of the sun; 
for the Lord (rod giveth them light.” 
What a glorious career is before the 

All his darkness shall yet be 
1aade light. Destined to live forever and 
over; éapable of an eternal progression 
in knowledge ; advancing to a world where 
all is light; soon to be ushered into the 
splendors of that eternal abode where there 
is no need of the ligh. of the sun or the 
moon, and where there is no night, we may 
well submit for a little timo to the myster- 
ies whieh hang over the Dic dealings, 
and with exulting fesliugs look oi ward. 
Ia a hittletime—a few weeks or days—by 

or phere of Laing, we 
ve made a progress im 

trae kuowledge, compared with which all 
that we have gained since we left our cra- 
dles is a» nameless trifle ; and then all that 
there is to be known ia those worlds that 
shine upon our path by day and night— 
all that 19 to be known in the characier of 
our Maker and the principios of his moral 
governmeni—all that is to be enjoyed in 
world of glory without a cloud: and with- 
out a tear—all that is beatific in the friend- 
ship. of God the Futher, of the ascended 
Redeewer, of the Sacred Spirit, and of 
the angels—all that is is blessed aud pure 
in the goodly fellowship of the apostles 
and mariyrs—and ail that is rapturous in 
reunion with the spirits of those we loved 
en eaith, and the friendship of the “just 
made perfect,” is beiore us. 

Let ithe dark, then, alittlelonger; let the 
stor alitue longer beataround me, and the 
wavesarise; leteventhe heavens be overcast 
#0 that | cau see neither sun ner star, I 
will Beither murmur nor complain; fur I 
see the light burn clearly that stands om 
the shores of eternity, and that invites and 
guides me there. 

more sorrow, or sickness 
and where our joys 

removal to a hi 
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The Religious Press a Wondrens Power. 
"This power has a million tongues, and 

is speaking to-day by iis bibles, its tracts, 
its books, its journals, to all the nations 
of mankind. Like the sun in‘ the firma. 
ment, it is disposing its enlightening, heal- 

i purifying influence 
portions of this God-made 

world. One able writer says in relation 
to br tags — 

“ comprehensive 
the gospel a wascordained. One” din- 
is man reaching, with one single voice, tos 

ing, enrichi 
throughout 

ive minister of 

ght, is bo us mighty 

a 3 fo books never. Minis- 

The malaria can- 

ho are au 
bh preach the gospel to the world through the 
printing-press.” ; 

Home Missions, | 

The meeting of the Home Mission Board 
Yast evening was in some respects more 

than usually interesting. From the Trea- 

surer's Report it was seen that $34 001 

more would enable us to pay off our dobts, 
and we were greatly encouraged to hope 

tnat that sam was forthcoming, as some of 

our Churches are now collecting funds for 

the Union, ahd will sooh be able to pay 
{into the Treasury. ~~ 
A view of these facts the Board felt 

that they could no longer see our Mission- 

aries toiling on unassisted and without en- 
couragement. Ve all felt the importance 
of doing more than in the past, and that 

the time had fully. come when we should 
attempt more liberal things. 

Brother Harding, from the North Shore, 
was nt. He is intimately acquainted 

if those northern counties, and with the 

condition of the Baptist cause 
thérd. Ha represents the work being done 
‘by our Brother, Rev. E. Hickson, as truly 
hopeful and ing. It will be re- 

membered that Bro. H. is a native of Bath- 

urst. Soon after his conversion he felt 

called of God to preach his gospel. In 

order to do this properly, he felt the need 
of a more liberal education. 
energy and at his own expense. he took a 

thorough course of study in our beloved 
institution at Horton, graduating from the 
‘Collegiate department in the summer of 
1860. Then passing by those larger and 
wealthier churches, for which hé was so 
well qualified, he preferred to devote his 
energies to the building up of the cause of 
Christ in the more destitute parts of his 
own Province. He went first to Newcas- 
tle, Miramichi. Here he was cordially re- 
ceived aud-rrvited to become their pastor. 
The Board on learning the fast, felt that 
God had sent him to that field, and they 
with thankfulness and agreed to assist him 
in cultivating it, This they did until last 
May, when for want of funds they were 
obliged to leave him to his own resources, 
and the scanty assistance furnished by the 
people. But he, no way daunted by such 
discouragements, determined to go on in 
this work. In the meantime he had com- 
menced the coliection of material for the 
erection of a Baptist Church in Bathurst. 
For this he gave his own time in visiting 
the Churches to solieit aid, and a lot upon 
which to erect the house, and when the 
carpenter was employed, he’ bound him- 
self to see that he was paid. This enter- 
prise has already drawn from his own pri- 
vate resources, nearly £75. 

Brother Harding informs us that the 
house is now completed on the outside, 
and has received its coating of paint. He 
says it is oue of the neatest and finest 
houses of worship in all the northern 
counties: In the erection of this and 
other churches, the fow Baptists in that 
region have so nearly exhausted their pre- 
sent ‘strength, as to render them unable to 
do much for the support of preaching. 
Under the circumstaneeés, Brother H. must 
receive assistance from abroad. He can- 
not long endure such draughts upon his 
own resources, bodily strength, and spirit- 
ual energies. His hands must be held up 
by others or they will 500p become heavy: 
and fall. 
The Board, last night, voted to make 

this appeal to all the readers of the Vier 
TOR, and to all tne Churches to whom this 
may come. You are asked immediately 
to give to the support of your Missionary 
Society, £o that they may now render as- 
sistafice to Brother Hickson. If any of 
you wish to give directly to this object, 
you can. do 80; but I would suggest that it 

| would be better to give into the Treasur 
of the Soeiety, and iet the Board distri- 
bute ‘as ‘they see fit. There are other 
fields and men who are worthy and needy, 
to whoa we must render aid. Are there 
not many Churches in the Province who 
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J | take the warning. before the Lord shower 

the wise is sufficient.” « 
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Temperance Tea Meeting, 

Sr: Manrixs; Sep. 18, 1862. 
I am happy to inform you that the Sons 

of Temperance in St. Martins are making 
a noble stand against the desolating influ- 
ence of TIntemiperance. Théir numbers 
have recently been rapidly increasing, and 
a brighter day begins to dawn on our tem- 
perance cause here. The flag of intem- 

rance that has too long floated in the 
2m of the Western section of St. Mar- 
tins, begins to quiver before the onward 
march of the banner of the Sons of Tem- 
perance. The rapid progress of intemper- 
ance in the West has compelled our Sons 
of Temperance to make a gigantic effort 
in St. Martins, to save our young men 
from the sweeping whirlpool of intemper- 
ance which was carrying large numbers of 
thea into its cruel, debasing, and ruinous 
consequences. It is truly said in the 
Word of God “ the love of money is the 
root of all evil.” Our rum-sellers in St. 
Martins, and everywhere else, ure barter- 
ing away the bodies and souls of men for 
a little perishing gain they extract from 
them ; they regard not.the hungry and 

the sobs of broken-hearted mothers, and 
cries of ruined children, will come up to 

heaven béfore God, and ‘will be witnesses 
at the bar of God against them, which 
will bring down the vengeance of a righ- 
teous God om their guilty heads. His 
judgments may linger for a season, 
the lull before a storm, but when the clouds 
of his vengeance begin to gather, then 
the rum-sellers may begin to quake; they 
shall not escape, for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoleen, “ woe saith the Lord, to the 
man that putteth the bottle to his neigh- 
bor's. mouth.” = Do men really think 
that the Lord speaks merely to friglten 
them? By no means! God always speaks 
truth; be always says what he means to do, 
#0 that rum-sellers and rum-drinkers will | 
as certainly meet in hell, if they repent 
not of their evil deeds, as the saints will 
meet God in heaven. They may turn up 
the lip of scorn at being told the plain 
truth, but it is much better for them te 
listen to the truth now than to meet the 
burning wrath of God in hell hereafter. 
It will be seen them, who were the best 
friends to the poor deceived drunkard — 
the rum-seller- or the Temperance man : 
the rum-seller dragging him into perdition, 
the ‘temperance man trying to pull him 
out. The one enticing him to evil, the 
other persuading him to good,—the one 
holding out the trap to cateh his pence 
and ruin bis soul, the other holding ou 
the brotherly hand of peace, purity, anc 
fidelity, which will be a shield of protec- 
tion to him to defend him from the dens 
and haunts of iniquity. The guilt, the 
ruin, the debasement, the misery, the ship-- 
wrecks, the robberies; and the murders that 
are constantly fostered under the influence 
of the liquor traffic, will only be known on’ 
the judgment of the great day, and the re- 
velation of it will then astonish the world. 
The rumseliers (i. e.all the impenitent ones) 
will then be airanged ai the left hand of 
the Judge, and the black catalogue of 
crimes appended to each cask of liquor 
they have sold, these crimes strated 
through their influence, will then fall like 
a thunder cloud upon their guilty heads 
and they shall not escapé the just ven- 
geancs of God for the ruin of the souls “of 
their fellow men, Woe to them, for their 
day is coming; sad and dark will that day 
be. Let our rum-sellers and rum-drinkers 

upon them his treasured up wrath. 
St. Martivs Division of the Sons of Tem- 
rance, gave a Tea Meeting, which was 

eld on' the 18th Sept. in their hall, 
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of the abse 
downward 'thoug he pressed 
brow to start an idea; but all resources 
failing, he addressed his audience with 
very much less confidence in himself than 
when hé began to ascend. Friends,” 
says he, “if any of you think it an easy 
matter to pregeh, just step up here and 

Now, dear Messenger, if among all your 
numerous readers, any of them think it an 
easy matter to be a College Agent, let 
them take my place and try. 
Now, sir, t was not by way of complaint 

after all, that I commenced thisshort note, 
but rather to let my numerous friends | 
koow something of my whereabouts, and | office 
what has befallen me. 
The Pastors very generally claim a lift 

from me, as I pass along, Some will ouly 
ask for half a day's work, others insist on 
the whole. I don't say I' dislike these 
brethren any the less for this,—perhaps a 
little more; indulging the thought, that 
erhaps they in some way appreciate the 
bour. Be that as it may, all pastors like 

a little slackening of the bow-string, and 
perhaps that is the prineipal ingredient in 
the matter. 

I consented to take a small part of Bro.- 
ther Hunt's labour on Sabbath before last, 
~—our Bro. cultivates a large, interesting 
and fruitful field very successfully. My 
lot was to preach at Lower Canard late in 
the afternoon ; I did so, under embarrass- 
ment, from circumstances not worth nam- 
ing here. After service, 1 drove. across 
the marsh, as far as Church Street; per- 

atmosphere, inclifling to cold. 
I accompanied Bro. John Lyons and 

family to their comfortable home, where 
dwell his wife's parents, far advanced in 
vears, true Christmas Evenites. The 
cvening was spent devotionally, in which 
I took an active part. These worthy old 
pilgrims being, from their age and feeble- 
ness, deprived of public worship, always 
appreciate the visits of God's servants ; and 
I felt it my duty and privilege to do what, 
urider the circumstances, I could, to com- 
fort the people of God. We sang, read, 
commented, and prayed. While we spoke 
the fire kindled, and we were all happy. 
The following day I began to feel a 

slight sensation of pain in my throat; I 
winked at it, and only first mentioned it 
on Tuesday evening at Bro. Lyons, but 
waved an application,—(I dislike, sir, the 
fussy propensity I have seen in some peo- 

In this I carried my peculiarities too far, 
and was forced at last to make appiieation. 
It was too late te arrest. the progress of 
disease, Jt had become a settled fact, 
that I had an attack of sore throat, of what 
type,~<whether diptheria, or putrid, or a 
milder form,—I could not tell. This be-. 

ave question with me.. J 
was about 300 miles from home, unable to 
travel. . I had heard of the devastation 
made by the diseases of the throat. Afa- 
wily a few miles from me were suffering 
therefrom ; the father and ‘some children 
were borne to the grave as its trophies. 
My affairs were not in every particular as 
I could wish to leave them. The doctor 
was talking of using a sharp instrument to 
my disease; what 1 had not been used to 
before on that part. I had got so bad, 
and that so rapidly, that the doetor said I 
must have watchers... They were soon pro, 
vided. The brevity of space in. which 
this disease does up its work, leit me but 
little time to reflect, if it should prove 

_ When T first came to the place, and told 
Bro. J. Parker my trouble, he replied, in 
in hisbrief and frank way, ‘Bro. Thom- 
son come here, we will nurse you while 
you are sick, and take care of you when 
you die.” I thought it all might come out 

- | the interrogator himself ; “ Because,” said 
he, “If you resist the devil he will 
from you, but 

ill at ¥ ; Xie : 
v Now, A not Feliave this to be true 
to the universal and unqualified extent in 
which it is here affirmed. Diotrephes, 
loving to have the pre-eminence, and Al- 
exander, doing much harm, are not un 
known characters in in our churches ; and, 
when invested with authority as deacons, 
they way find great scope for the indul- 
gence of ambition and the perpetration of 
mischief. _A Gathercole- could doubtless 
rake up a considerable amount ot diacoual 
misdeeds; and hurling bis missiles in his 

priate mode, he might annoy 
brethren, who cannot 

png use of an 

dicating 

were invariably wise in action, or as hum- 
ble, courteous, and considerate in spirit as 
they might be. We may question indeed 
whether they have always been met by 

dom by which assumption and arrogance 
are often most effectually rebuked. On 
the coutrary, we have observed, or at any 
rate we think we have, that in some cases 

ness, or attacked with an -indiscreetness, 
which, if it has net occasioned, has a- 
vated the disposition to gone ‘and dictate 
in the maintenance of their office. The 
co uence has been that the errors and 
"mistakes of the man have, in bis view, 
needed to be persevered in and upheld, 
lest the claims of the office should be aban- 
doned.. It is an unlovely spectacle to look 
upon, a deacon giving himself Airs in of- 
fice ; not at all unlovely is that presented 
by pastor, or members, opposing: and 
thwarting him, because they think he over- 
estimates the official position te which 
they have called him. = Subserviency to a 
Lord Deacon is despicable ; surmise and 
suspicion, cenroriousness, cavilling, and 
condemnation, on the part of a pastor, be- 
cause a deacon does not always fallin with 
his opinion, is hateful. Well would it be 
if pastors, deacons, and members always 
bore in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, 
“One is your Master, and all ye are breth- 
ren.” The Lord Deacon and the Lord 
Bishop would then be known only as ex~ 
tinct races, whose characteristics were to 
be ascertained by researches in the 
of the spiritual naturalist, or in the ecabi- 
net of ecclesiastical fossils. The more we 
study the history of ‘our churches, and the 
more familiar we become with their pre- 
sent state, the deeper becomes our convic- 
tion, that they owe a debt of gratitude to 
the honoured brethrén who hold office as 
deacons ‘smiong them. That there are 
exceptions we do mot deny. Thisisesi- |; 
dent from the remarks we have already | 
made, and will be still more go in what we 
shall have to say ‘by'and-bye.” But many 
of these brethren have “used the office of 
deacon well,” and have “purchased to | 
themselves a good degree.” ‘We do not 
speak merely of tye attention and labour 
which they have bestowed upon the affairs 
of the Church in ordinary times; but gases 
at once oecur tous in which, had it not 
been for the cool, calm, determined, yet 
thoroughly Christian spirit in which 3 - 
cons have acted, churches that are now 
happy, united, and prosperous, would have 
becn rent in factions, and would have fall- 
en into anarchy, if they had ‘not not be- 
come the prey of despotism, not at all to 
be deprecated because it did not possess. 
the influence, and was not moderated by 
the ‘sense of the responsibilities. of office. 
Churches haye sometimes sufiered from-the 
misconduct of men bearing the name, 
though unfit for the office of deacon; but 
in our judgment, they have far oftener 
been served, snd saved, by brethren sus. | 
taining “this office, when those services 
have been ill Pigpecisiady and have mot 
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other things beside those that are pecun- 
iary in their character. The cular 
form which it took was that of the, distri- 

08 of charitable fostribgge t the 
n applies to other things be- 

side the dispensation ot alms, ** It isnot 
reason,” said the Apostles, ‘that we should 
leave the world of God, and serve tables ; 
look ye out seven men, whom we may ap- 
Pr — business, but we will give 
ourselves contin rayer; andto the 
ministry of the fo 442 Eee seven men | 
were appointed to this service, not merely 
because of the matdre of the service in 
which they thethbbived were to be employ- 
ed, but because of the nature of the service 
in which the ministers of the Word were en- 

d. And this, it is plain, would have 
applied to any other case that interfered 

the charitable 
distribution ‘then od. The connec- 
tion of the offic the. particular act of 
charitable d lr ution vas owing to the case 
then in hand." "Phe géittus of the office is 
the release of the pablic minister from pri- 
vate and individual duties by the employ- 
“ment of other agents. Whatever there- 
fore of a private nature would interfere 
with bod gow ministry falls within this 
rule. private, personal, individual 
services that would hinder the preacher of 
the Word, are assigned to brethren who, 
in the discharge of them, would become 
emphatically the pEAcoNs of the Church. 
Any extended argument in vindication 

of this view of the deacon’s office would 
not be in keeping with the character of 
these articles on ecclesiastical matters. 
Of this, however, we sre assured, that the 
more this pringiple is br 40. the test 
of Se 8, the more it will be susta.ned; 
that it agrees with all the statements and 
representations of the office which are to 
found in the New Testament; and, more 
than this, that any lower or narrower view 
of it will not agree with those inspired 
and authoritative records. The qualifica- 
tions insisted on by the Apostle Paul have, 
in this view of the office, a fitness and 
force which cannot have if any lower 
interpretation is to be accepted, Intelli- 
gence, integrity, and impartiality would be 
needed in a merely secular office. The 
established reputation, the ewinent and 
enlightened piety, the seriousness and sin- 
cerity of character, the temperance, the 
generousness of spirit, the well-ordered 
domestic discipline, together with the wis- 

nce which he declares to 
be roquiiis in the deacon, will become a 

PAE | man whose very office ‘is to'bé auxiliary to 
‘the mini of the Word, 

bear, this office a high amd honor 
in the Chavels ‘of Ohirist: Lot them be 
equal in number, and fitted in character 
for the duties belonging to their office, and” 
we shall have all the advantages said to b& 
foupd ig certain organisations that obtain * 
In sections of the Church; and. we, 
shall have these secured, not by-the 
Batien of an office as the dictate of human 
expediency, but by the maintenance of 
that which is Divine in its appointment. 
_ But how we come to the question=—How 
is this office discharged ? * Here we would 
not be understood as asserting that there 
are no exceptions to the statement we are 
about to give; such, doubtless thers are; 
we speak only of that which commonly ob- 

We shall not ‘then be chargeable with 
misrepresentation if we say that, in prac- 
tice, the minister or pastor is expected to 
undertake all those [Fed td and 
individual duties” whith ‘Delong to the dea- 

which belong to him as a minister, On 
he other hand, the deacons have the chief 

able offerings of the Chareh, but do not. 
perform those duties whic i ni 
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