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its common prudence dictated that 
«some preparation should be made to meet such | 
-an emergeney, and he held that any hon. mem- 
~ber:would be guilty of of direlection, ‘who did 

rations fof it. 
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this proposition was made, hegocintions were 
pending between this province and Nova Scotia 
to ‘establish free trade. 8ince then it has 
‘been found jmpracticable (6 earry out this de- 

‘The four cents per gullon and 
the Railway Impost would have made our duty 
oa this aiticl nearly equal to. the five cents, 
imgoneh on it.in Neva Scotia, but the necensi- 

for assimilating those duties had ceased for 
time, and the Government did not feel eall- 

ed upon us press this daty for that reason. It 
was therefore proposed that it should be reduc- 
ed to two cents per gallon, and in lieu of the 
amount struck off a half per cent, should be 
added to the Railway ‘impost which would 
mike up the deficiency. 
00 be lu the. yer 1854, a duty of one penny 

bern charged on. this. commodity ; tis 
"been" struck off. One. of the reasons 

I$ for striking it off was, that it would give 
“this ‘Province an advantage over the other 
‘Colonies. where duty was charged on it, and 
incrense our trade with ‘the: West Indies. 
«Another reason was, that the amount derived 
Arom.it was smull, while the expense of col- 

fs ag fo it was just as great as if ‘the duty had 
“amounted 10 five times what it did and required 

foe a8 much machinery as if it had been 
nereased fourtold: In P. E. Island, the duty 
on molasses wae 24¢, ; in ‘Newfoundland, 4c. ; 

10 n Nove ia, 5¢.; and there was also a d uty 
‘on'itin Canada. Now, were the reasons urged 
for remoying that duty in 1854 correct? They 
were pit, as the exports and imports since ha 
proved, | dhe,  lnport. of molasses | in 1832 was 
6,572 cwt. i (it was Raigad in cwes, at that 
time) 4 in: 53, B87 in 754] 16.204 3 making 

at | AR aAYERage . up te thal. year of 10,661 cwt- 
=| Then the duty was repealed. = In 1855, 1861 

owl; was in; in "56. 2,716 ewt'; in 
57, +4237 ‘own, yin "08; 1.328 ew. ;' in "59, | 
4,968 rath mn ar 2109 ¢éwt.; makin at 
To alt ce the Heid of the 

n {ost the 
51, or pail eri ome Po 

ane th t of 

ili bee eats th | 
t on 

bi wir te se as that 
previous, 1p 1854, ‘would now be cueerfully 

= lhe mext article | was ram. Five cents ad- 

“apy be impesed to the best advantage j and in: | 
4.3uch a ma: ger, as to be most. equally : distris | and as ours was ps who lived on the 
4) and least felt, E t was 8 uggested fa the {1 nub in preference ; and 
resolution that the Bill Sionid by. be Loe am : dpot in any way, encourage 
for a number of days, i in ordex to sider if p prabiliy was, that what- 

T'was 

ph bathe 
d. States, Retemnai ‘quen 

The events which occurred. 
jan board the Trent with their other 

the American | 
vag tS scka these proviuces would in all prohality | 

collected was more npn d and if it was | be its field, 

id 5 1 ahi Ant we | 

ropesed on molasses a foe l 
It. was first proposed to | o; 

Fd herman 

site in the United States, | 

3 ht 
these articles ho dob Coins 

distributed ‘and conse- 

parties, 
ho heights moi giee with him, that they 

re ot, es, oy = to be. taxed 
been, suggested 

nate mwoldkses and su- 
it’ - tHe atticle of Salt. 

“Hé' hud“no doubt ‘stich ’& “duty "would: have 
given the Revenue on i 
would not have been 3 

“4 To the other: ba a 
tthe Fishery intege 

ought to be e ip 
‘every legitimate me 

“al “duty mi 
‘Tron,’ le i 
sugar or.m ¥ hg J 
such a tax, it: would gif 

I'nen again, it was proposed to tax articles 
of luxury,—five per cent. on silks and satins. 
‘There were some reasons for not doing this. 
He Lad supposed that a large quantity of 
these articles were imported into this Province, 
and had communicated with a number of the 
leading merchants of the Province, to fiad out 
the amount. From them he learned that the 
annual A1aports amounted to no more than 
$25,000 or $30,000. Five per cent. on these 
would ‘only give $1,500 after all. 

Then these were articles which offered every 
inducement to the smugglér, and for fraud in 
every way. Of small bulk. they could be easily 
and secretly tranaported from place to place, or 
secreted in bales of cotion goods, and entered 
.in that way. to avoid duty, and although affi- 
dayits were required at the Custom House, of 
contents of those bases, still means would be 
found, by evasion or otherwise, to defraud the 
Revenue. The articles were those of luxury, 
but at the ‘same time, could not'be taxed with 
i guarantee that the amount would be 
pod, 
To jewelry the same arguments applied, as 

well, as to laces, and other valuable articles.— 
IT the duty was made too bigh, smuggling in- 
creased, and the Revenue genera fully lost 

en ‘he Hon, Seftetary here again referred to 
the negatiations which had taken place be- 
tween the, Province anc. Ndve Scotia, and 
stated that the policy of he Government would 
be it they remained in office to establish a free 
trade between these lower colonies, though 
he was not’ prepared to ay what course they 
would pursue so far as Cindda was concerned. 
The first propesitivu had ‘been to have a 

uniform Tariff, and divide the revenue ac- 
cording to population. lhe objection (0 this 
was that the' vigilance of either Government 
might be relaxed in colle:ting its own revenue 
when it knew that at al events it would be 
entitled to its share of thi Others. 
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His political advancement had been referred 
to, but He desired to ask when had his cour«e 
manifested - any desire, on his part, to se- 
cure any ‘personal advancement cr popularity 
at the expense of the Government? Had he 
shown any fisctious oppasitidn, or in any wey 
attempted to frustrate their designs, in carry: 
ing ou the busitieds of the country ? He bu- 
lieved the members of the Government them- 
selvef would bear him out'in the assertion, 
that his course duringthe present Sessiun had 
not been calculated : fo:throw any obstacles ii: 
their way, When the Provincial Secretary 

-| made his financial statement he determined 
fiot (0 agree to impose additional duties on 
sugar and ‘molasses, if any means could be 
‘devised by which the revenue cou'd be increas- 
ed, without beating so hard upon the industrial 
classes. of our Province. The hon. Secretary 
had referred to the fact, that there was a dis- 
tiiction between being in and out ui the Hor 
ernment. This was the case, and he felt 
was less anxiety and responsibility in nu 
out of the Government than,in it. His de-, 
sire had been to ‘maintain a uniform cotirse 
throughout. . During a long experience ii pub- 
lic life, he knew that a public man might be 
called upon to work out,in a Governmeat, prin- 
ciples enunciated when out of it, and this ope- 
rated as a salutary check upon his conducts ime 
and circumstances would change mens opin- 

“fous, and when they coald assign gol reason 
for change, they oly acted indépendiintly in 
altening their views. The hon. Secretary had 
referred to the past course of the Country. He 

: on F.) knew, as we advanced that our mamu- | 
aciures increased. 

With regard to manufactures, it was desira- 
5 8 much as possible, to leave ull articles 

oish red into our manufactures, exempt 
om d uty, and to impose that duty on articles 

of luxury as much us possible. Next to’ 
und 16 provision, there were no articles which 
entered so largely into consumption of the in- 

as sugar 
others should 

whe fer a do 
tases werd required or not, but would leave 
that subject open to the discussion ‘of other 
hon. members. If the estimate could be re- 
duced by greater economy, it would diminish 
the debt sooner, but he proposed to provide 
for the amount required by the Government. 
Assuming, then, for the purposes of argument, 
that these additional taxes were absolutely 
necessary, he contended that the two articies 
of sugar and molasses should be the last of all 
others, except provisions, which should be 
taxed. In times of great puvlic ewnergency, 
In order to meet a pressing exigency, to sus- 
tain the reputation. and integrity of eur coun- 
try abroad, or maintain her respect ut home, 
he was not going to assert that it mig not be 
necessary to tax even these articles; tut he 
contended they should be the very last oa the 
the category, breadstuffs, of course, excepted. 
Every otherarticie should be taxed to the uighest 
limit first, before they imposed duties upon the 
very necessaries of life. He remembered per 
ven | well the passage of the law authorizing 
the Governorin Council to establish free trade 

uld see that the Hon. Secretary had in re- 

a 

oy lamation. “The only object which he 

Neiias to this, was to shew that the sam poli- 
cy was pursued with regard to the qu.stion 
“while he (Mr, F.) was a member of tie Goy- 
ernment, as since ; that did mot affect the 
question. If the West Indies were included 
wn the proposed reciprocity, one of the very 
first article which would be exempted was mo- 
lasses. The effect of all the Secretary had told 
the House about the fre: irade negotintions 
going on between this Province and Nova 
Scotia, was that those negotiations had 
amounted to just nothing at all, and that after 
all the communications and correspondence; 
they were just where they commenced ; and 
as those negotiations had not been pat in 
effect; nor was there any prospect they would 
be, all his: arguments about rearranging 
our Tariff to correspond with the Novi Scotia 
Tariff, as a matter of course, fell to the ground. 
In fact, he did not believe the Government of 
Nova Scotia knew themselves, or could ascer- 
tain till the end of the islature how the 
Revenue could be raised. - He entertained 4 
strong opinion on taxing suger and molasses, 
wy his great object in asking the assent of 

10 his resolution, was to show thet 
gry of other articles, whieh should be tax- 
ed in preference to these was not yet, exhaust. 
éd. These were necessaries of life in a quali- 
fied sense, and he EE to’ shew the Hous 
and the country that there ‘were utimerous 
articles better capable of bearing the tax, and 
which. would aot, make it felt so severely 

! bbe industria) o classes, yet remaining untax 
, or if taxed at at all, not at least to whe full 

est extent. 
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increase of manufactures in this country. It 

amount manufactured was but a drop in the 
bucket, and he believed. that all these many- 
factures should be cnpoy. aged. "This depres- 
dion and its consequent deficiency arose spe 
the low price of lumber, and the scarcity o 
(money, and if everything else had been thved 
to the utmost, except those necessaries, he 
would have been prepared to support it, ra- 
ther than le: the credit of the country suffer. 
He wished to impress it upon the winds of 
the House that there were no two articles of 
such prime necessity to the comfort, almost 
the obes istende of every class in this Province 
as sugar and molasses. Every man and every 
family must have them. Assuming that the 
revenue must be raised, these were urticles 

“largely used in the interior of this countty.— 
They had to find their ‘way from our seaports 
far inland to every cottage, every hamlet, and 
every lumber camp in the eountry. The man 
at the > forge, at the loom, in the shipyard, in 
the skip, the river drivers, the back settlers, 
all used them. Then take the case of the 
c.unties on the St. John River, what did they | the 
find? "While the wants ‘of the southern coun: 
ties were all provided for notwithstanding de- 
ficien cies. ese two articles were largely 
imported into the river counties, and what did 
he find? Simply that an gadigonsl tax. was 

|‘ imposed ‘on them and more. u Hard | 
at the'estimates ‘he found fu 
those estimates had been borvemsy. - the ‘cus. 
tomary grant for the purpose of increasing 
the fucilities. of transporting those articles to 
those river counties; the only items ntipely 
struck out was the grant to improve the naviga- 
tion of the river Saint John. The Govern- 
ment not only increased the tax on these es- 
sential articles, but also took away the facili- 
ties of getting them conveyed to their homes. 
Tea was the next article. About this he was 
not going to say much. The amount collected 
would be small; if it could be coliected it was 
not one of the articles he would have selected. 
The revenue proposed to be raised on sugar 

was $4,000 a year; on molasses, $15,000. 
This sum, he contended, might have ueen 
provided some other way. Take tobacco for 
instance, He did not know what category 
that article classed under, certainl it was not 
a necessary. Was it a luxury? Certainly 
he thought not. He did not appreciate it if 
it was. Why could not a duty have been 
mnposed on this? Two cents per lb. on this 
would have yielded the revenue the sum of 
£1,250 or $5,000. It was not. a necessary— 
surely it was not a luxury—and he gr 
must come under the class of non utility, 
tiiwir was any such. It was perfectly use ss, 
and just one of the articles which, he con- 
tended, should bear # tax. If only one cent 
was imposed, the revenue would be benefitted 
£600 by it. Ther the Hon. Secretary stated 
that there was not more than $30,000 worth 
of silks, satins, &e., imported into this Pro- 
vince. 
not be correct. The evidence of one’s senses 
informed him, when he walked the streets, that 
there was more than tliat quantity used in this 
Province, Altogether there could not be less 
than £50,000 worth of silks, satins, laces, vei- 
vels, ribbons, and jewelry, &c., imported annu- 
ally. Tn every part of the Province, in any 
assembly, nothing caught the eye but flowing 
mantillas, velvet capes, Maltese lace, $10 and 
$20 shawls and mantles, and everything in 
keeping. These were luxuries, and &s such 
were fairly open: to taxation. In the article 
of | jewelry alone, he estimated that (here 
was, at least, £7,000 introduced annually, 

Suppose these articles were taxed five 
per ceut., the amount would he £2,500. or 
LWo- trirds of the amount anticipated from the 
molissct. and not a single interest ja the 
country, would suffer by 1. While all these 
ari cles were allowed to pass without any addi- 
tion { duty, the House was asked io tax the 
poor wan s "molasses. Now, b e ye) red ;0 pat 
the ov “dn '10 "lie House, wae her some pthier 
artic'es could pot be found better capable to 
bear te thx 1uan these ariicles, . Tocre were 
hss oles of coals, lines anu iwives, and steel, 
Toe Hox. Becieiary bad come orve-half way 

on Luis LN et and. endeavoied, to 1eiate his 
(Mr. Fs) argumenis belo'e :hey were ad- 
vanced, and in this endeavors to take the 
wind out of his sails, all fair enough in debate. 
But why not tax these 7 There ‘wis ‘a’tax on 
coals some years ago. Whe Secretary urged 
that it was Pownce they entered pe 
into our manufacturing interests. Suppose 
they did, was there not of them in this 

A Dei and a tax of this kind would work 
two ways. It would increase. the revenue and 

> 

on Gin and Whiskey, ordear Wines ; his"sole 
ohjeot was to show that the duties on sugar 

These 
No: public man’ 

ublic debt—that must 
a a conversation with 

Mr. Bariog on’this subject, he ‘had told him" 
that he did ‘not believeany man in the country 

to repudiate that debt; and 
be did not po any man would get a bear- 

ings who pts to do so, 

The deficiency i in the reverrue had not bec 
caused to miore than a nominal extent by the. 

was all owing to the depression in trade. The 

His information, he thought, could | 

‘House should pause and nske a choice 
tweén taxing sugar and molasses, or séme of 
these: / In the present edtegory of mrti- 
cles Laxed at 1 per cent. the wl Sgrpted ot 
lénst to £100,0 Now, why could fiet sa 

wo these which 

per cent., it would produce £1500, 

ad 
taxes, ‘Now judge by that test. 

additional 24 per cent. be 
would raise the revenues £2500, or ever at: 14 

Tt was the duty of the Statesman, 
sirous of imposing taxes, to consider 
what Interest was best able. to 

posed fell heavy on the a of 
this: County. Shipbuilding was obo. 8) great 
measure exempt from it: i Latte 
itseli which of 

‘best qualified for 1% it. Yom not pe Le 
bering interest in a most 
ship-building on the contrary greyed 
condition. ‘Its trade was brik" while thet lof 

f | lumbering was not even remunerative.s 
Let 1 per cent. be. added to the imports, and 

jt 5 per cent. be laid on silks and 
and the revenue would get more money fl 
all they could raise by taxing 4 .cents an 
lasses and 13 on sugar. 

In 1843 the country was in Te - 
stg., had to be rajsed. A of 1 
was id ca ores thing {mp8 oe I 
sired to put dt to the House, whether, provid- 
ed none of all the substitutes he had offered 
were satisfactory to enterprise and save this 
duty on sagar and molasses, they would not as 
a last choice allow a duty of I per cent, on gll 

Tis. 
n the proposals he had made to the Hothe 

he bad ‘assumed that the amount’of Revéntie 
asked for was required, and if the expemse 
could be reduced it — dlr og 

not yop als gy him. He fe hed : 
pre dbo hoped the reqired E 
cofld be raised upon more eg 
‘than upon sugar and saaloacts, ) 
the duties upon Se, or 

from) | ed ; but 
great controversy 
required pod ait Be for 
fisheries, and had found that one or two cents 
on tobacco, and one per cent. on all goods 
would raise an amount equal to the Revenue 
expected to be raised from sugar and molasses. 
The Provincial Secretary had completely con- : 
ceded the point by proposing te deduct-two } 
cents from the molasses tax, and add 1 per cent. 

All he asked was to strike off the 

» 

on S. 

other 2 cents., and make the half per cent ac- 
cording to his original intentions. This would 
raise the Revenue, and leave the recy i 
efiect upon the Ship-building and 
terests untouched. TEA ed 
much on tobacco, and he did not believe it 
would increase snuggling any more than the 
increase of duty on liquor, then take 1 per 
cent. The fact was smuggling would be £9 
on the borders in any state o Add 
the 4 per cent upon silks, satins, &ec., and the 
sum required would be raised easily. In fact 
the one per cent. and the duty on tobacco 4 
alone would uce “the whole amount. If K 
from inc pressions or other causes the 
time should arrive that more revenue was re- 

if | quired to maintain the civil government, the 
administration of justice, to sustain the publie 
credit, and pay the interest on the public debt; 
to provide for r educating the yond for 
india ble internal im provemeaty be 
then be willing to tax suc iy but. 
not until ars time arrived, and there certainly 
Was no necessity at present. 
The HoN. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that it 

was not customary to discuss a Bill ‘of this 
kind with the Speaker in the chair. Looking 
at it in a strictly parliamentary point of view, 
hon. members were discussing the merits of 
a Bill, they knew nothing about. The course 
was enti WDA 8d. in the last ten years 
of constant ex in the House, he 
never seen any “of the kind before, 
was not, however, to br 
words of the rn moved by 
member for York pointed out’ 
was expected he would pursue. 
viz: Retrenchment, ir ox 
bad diverged. He ought to have 
accordance with his resolution, 
ment was to be effected, but eter 

evaded this t and ‘tacitly, y 
a
d
 


