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REVENUE BILL. 

Mr. MoNTaoMery said, that in the early part 
of the session, in absence of information, he did 
not think that it would be necessary to impose 
an additional duty in order to meet the require: 
ments of the times: but since he had examined 
the state of the finances and ascertained the 
exact position of provincial affairs, he felt confi- 
dent that an increased duty was absolutely 
unavoidable. He would go as far for retrench- 
ment a8 any other member in the House, and 
was prepured to advocate any wholesome measure 
having (hat énd in view ; but as the exigencies 
of the ease required av additional tax in order 
to raise woney for neceesary expenditure, he 
knew of no article that would bear a duty, and 
operute more equitably, than an impost of two 
cents per gallon upou molasses. He had given 
the matter considerable consideration. and he 
bad now expressed the conclusion he had ar- 
rived at. 

Mr. AuLEN contended that the question under 
consideration was not whether the duty should 
be one cent or two cents per gallon, but whether 
Or not u necessity exist 
any tax. The question was, whether this seetion 
involving a tax upon the article. had heen passed 
or not ;: certainly he had uot voted fo it, or did 
not consider that be had given any vote-at all 
upon ihat section. The Chairnmn bad aaid that 
the section was not put in blank, und he (Mr. A.) 
did not think it was. He thought the committee 
had proceeded rather 100 fast, and had been dis- 
custing n mutter that wos not really betore the 
Chair. He couceived it to be the duty of (he 
Becretury to see that the yuestion wav put ina 
proper-and parliatventary manner. He did not 
think that it wus right to tie the House down to 
mere technical rules in case a mistnke hud been 
made. The gommaes ought 10 be siaced in a 
position to prouounce nj:on the merits of each 
section and :he principle that it invoived. What 
was the real question? He thought that it was, 
whether molasses should or should not be taxed, 
or subject to » daty? Let thus principle be first 
decided, and if carriéd in the affirmative, then 
it would be competent to consider the amount 
that it should bear. Hethought it unjust, inaeed, 
to shut out hon. members from the privilege of 

pronouncing upon the principle. He would now 
ask the committee 15 decide to dave the question 
pur forrehall molasses be subject to a duty or 
not 
The Sovicrtor GENeRAL did not believe 

that the ex-Artorney General was sincere, but 
thought that he must certainly have some oth- 
er object in yew than that protessed. What 
was tie det? A iil bad been under consid- 
eration, and that bill contained several blanks. , 
As the several Sections were read the Secre- |: 
tary had proposed to fill those blanks with a 
certain sum, and down to the item under con- 
deration ; no objection had heen taken upon 
e grounds that it was not decided whether 

the article should enter into the category or 
not... The ex-Attorney General seemed to be 
very punctillious about forms, but he had sat 
ad listened to three days discussion upon 
, Gilmer amendment, aud it was only 

when t ebate was ext 2d that he ’ 
bobphodede Lo Bt 
fore the House, If the ex-Attorney Goneral 

. had at the outset believed that the amendment 
did not properly form a’ subject for debate, it 
was his duty to bave stated it, and not have 
allowed three whoie days to be wasted. It 
had been argued that this amendment, (which 
was to fill the blank in the Rovenue bill with 
one ‘cent per. gullon on molasse~, instead of 
two as proposed by the Secretary), shut out 
the possibility of voting on the pald proposi- 
tion whether wnolassss should, or should not,be. 

subject to a duty, but he contended that such 
was not the case, as those who wished to 
oppese any duty could vote against ‘both the 
amendment and resoiation, end if they were 
both lost then the article of molasses would be 
struck out uf th: Revenue hill. 

Suuce this discussion on the question of mo- 
Jasses had taken such a wide range, and se 
many insinuations imputing improper motives 
10 some parties, both in the House and out of 

. it, he would, on behaif of an absent person, 
read the fodowing letter, which he had just 
received from St. John. trom Robert Jardize. 

Saint Jouy, Aprit 4th, 1862. 
My DEAR Sir— 
The softowing appeared in an editorial in the 

“ Cutonia! Empire” of yesterday :— ) 

“The Chief Commi sionér has, it is said, entered 
largely ‘into & speculation in this “sweet of life ” 
doubtless being weil informed of the inteytion of 
the Provi eiai og a 14 to tax the pour man's lux- 
wry, early in the Session, and thus placed in a po- 
sition to profit by it.” 

Were not the Provincial Secretary’s name 
coujled with thiv alleged base trarsaction, at 
a time 10 when his recent affliction will pro- 
bubly prevent him from doit g him self justice. 
TI 'would let this with the other malignait 
slanders that the Empire and Freeman bave 
bern heaping upon me for yews. 
CAs itis I beg to say, that th statement is 
entirc by tulse. I was noticformed by the Pro’ 

~_yineial Secretary what duties were to he im- 
wd, and my partner did not buy a 

“hogshead of Sugar or Molas-es in Suini Join, 
or Spe iu the article in any way. | i 
We bave not ti is Season imported one-fifth 
of ilie guanlity we have j 
this time during the last twenty years. 
As the above slander was pubdlishe) under 

ie roval a the same ‘eoumns with, 
iL to 
same 

asst hls 
y reudiig this in the House. 

fms, and in 
; 

$ 

for the imposition of 

wsually received by 

the poor visit his dwelling seeking alms th-y 
never go away with empty hands, and in view 
of this he could well imagine why he felt so 
warmly upou this subject. 
And then, in, there was his hon. friend 

from Westmorland, (Mr. W. J. Gilbert) who, 
from his eloquent pleading apon this "question, 
it could not be doubted that he was a patriot, 
and that his castle gates were always open to 
the poor, and his hand ready to bestow alms 
upon the needy. He (Mr. G.) had, too. warned 
the House of the calamity that would follow the 
imposition of the proposed tax, and appealed to 
hon. members to beware of what they were 
about. To be serious, it was certainly essential 
that the Provincial credit should be sustained 
and in order to so sustain it our liabilities must 
be met. The Rovenue had fallen short of the 
estimates, and the deficiency it was absolutely 
necessary to > and how could it be sup- 
plied without adding to the tariff. Molasses 
was an article of general consumption, entered 
into every branch of trade, and was un article 
from which a return was certain. The ex-Attor- 
ney General had opposed the tax upon molasses, 
and advocated an additional daty upon ron and 
steel, but if he (Mr. Fisher) would turn to the 
Head Quartérs newepapef of a recent date, he 
would find an answer to his proposition ia which 
special reference had been made to him (Mr. 
Fisher). As tor his hon. friend, Mr, Kerr, he 
was continually at work raising phantoms, but 
which when raised were harmless; there was no- 
thing real about hie propositions, as had been 
shown by the Hon. Secretary. From what he had 
read iu one poriicn of the press, and from what he 
bad heard staied, he belioved that there lived 
thie day men who would glory im having this 
conntry go headlong to desiruction, and would 
like to totally destroy the public men of the pre- 
sent time, and all to gratify a desire to turn the 
present Execative out of power. Dut he hoped 
those traducers would live long enough m the 
country to learn to respeot and value its insti- 
tutions. SBome hud eried thst the condition of 
the country was deplorable, and that it was on 
the highway to ruin, but let any unprejudiced 
person look at the advantages the people enjoy- 
ed, and the opposite would at cnce be apparent. 
We possessed »oundant educaticual institutious, 
and had publie cupital invested in roads, rail- 
ways, bridges, nud other public conveniences, 
and he certainly saw no reason to complain ; the 
country contained ell the elements of prosperity, 
and there was nothing deplorable about its 
state. It was to he regretted, that there could 
be tound im this community men so base as to 
injure the character of the laud in which they 
live, by circuiaring false statements regarding 
the condition of the cunutry, sud sending abroad 
the cry that it is on the verge of ruin. Betore 
he sat down, he would ature that, in his opinion, 
there could be no doubt the question before the 
Committee was the amendment to the Resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Ryan could not conceive what Mr. Jar- 
dine had to do with the question of taxing mo- 
lasses ; and he thought that the Solicitor General 
in bringing up this matter, had travelled out of 
the record. He had tried te turn him (Mr. R.) 
into ridicule, and spoke as if he was di-posed to 
gag discussion, and prevent a fiee expression of 
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of hon. members to ask them how they should 
‘act, and how they should vote upon this ques- 
tion ; but what right bad the Goverument, or 
the members of it, to exalt themselves on the 
dictatorial throne, and command members to 
vote this way or that way. He did not arrogate 
to himself any very high pretensions ; but if he 
was com pelied to go to the menibersof the Govera- 
meut to reek an opinion, he should be lower 
than he imagined he wae. Hon. members might 
make light of his remarks, but notwithstanding 
thai did not strip thew of any of their force or 
application, and he would now repeat that the 
ariicle of molasses entered largely into the gen-4 
eral consumption of the Province, and that the 
roposed duty would materiully affect the poor. 

‘It had been aid that the tax is light : if so, it 
wouid yield but little revenue, and so this ar- 
tigle wight be exempied. If there was no other 
article in the scale of taxable articles, by which 
a Revenue might be realized, then he would not 
ohject to a light duty ; but as he thought there 
were other articles, he would cppose taxing mo- 
lasses, as that was the ouly article that many a 
poor family was ablé to procure to make a coarse 
meal palatable. 

Mr. Fisukr seid he did not feel disposed to 
ask the opinion of any person in this matter, 
but would act purely upon his own conviciion, 
and maintain Vis 1ight to pronounce upon the 
propo-ition whether molasses should enter 
into the category or not, before it was deter- 
mined what duty. should he tmaposed upon it. 
ile must express his surprise at the mode of 
discussion that had been pursued; this was 
wn important question and wos deserving of 
the gravest consicleration. When the Bill 
Wis fret introduced, ard dufing subsequent 
discussion, he had pointed out a way by ‘which 
the requiied amount of revenue might be 
raised without interfering at all wita thé ar- 
ticle of molasses; but the Government instead 
of dealing earnestly with his propositions, 
‘fied to cover the question up with words.— 
He must confess togt he felt ashiowed when 
sich’ an impor fant matter as that under son. 
sideration was rurned “iuto ridivale  Itmat- 
tered little (0 him further than to see ‘the in. 
terests of the country cared for, and pro- 
tected, ind while he had the honor to held a 
Lent in the House he would not shrink frov 
what hé beideved ‘and considered to ‘be his 
duty; net from asserting and claiming his 
Hghts, and he'eoritended that he” had-a right 
to demand thn the House be placed fin a po- 
sition to vote pon the question aso whether 

© oblige we | molasses sould be subject to a duty or not.— 
“tlie House wan now in dischargs of its im- 

,  “Iportans funetions, and as ‘regards the course 
‘he had sowed, parliamentary rules favored 
any ion or mode being introduced 
f whereby texaiion might be cut off. 

vely proved that uo necessity existed for 
| imposisg a tix upon molasses. + He was not 

‘| one of those ‘who were ready to decry this -a 1 : re high Bon ip cn pp— it was his native 
arg be land, b di Prego oA 

loulations spl bones be laud, aud be 
4 ered thavit was'his daty, and the duty 

uiry at heart to do the best thay. could to 

lasses. 

£ bg re he bad on a previous ceeasion coi 

[tia poor.sbusi i hinonseiabe 

warmly contested elections and pretty well 
knew the feelings of the people. He was like 
the old war horse, when the bugle sounded 
he was ready for the battle. He hesitated not 
‘to say that he was in favor of judicious Rail- 
way extension, and when the day arrived uf at 
Railways were to be shut out altogether we 
might as well fence in the Province and white- 
wash it. He entertained strong hopes that 
hefore many years there wonldbe a ro:d puss- 
ing through the County of York touching the 
city of Fredericton. As regards the state of 
the Proviuce it was not anythirg like so bad 
as had been repiesented. 

Nineteen years ago the grants to Bye and 
Great Roads were less than £6,000; but look 
at the difference at the present time, when 
roads were tolerably well provided for. We 
were not in near as bad a position as we had 
been. This Country abounded in wealth, the 
earth was rich in minerals, our lumbering in- 
terests were extensive, agricultural capabilities 

eat, and the rivers and harbors teemed with 
sh; in short we possessed ail the elements to 

make a great country. He was in favor of in- 
stititing a Geogranhical Survey of this Pro. 

had not secured the services of Sir Wnham 
Logan for this purpose. He was sure that 
such a survey would be worth untold sums to 
us. It was not hin who first commenced 
Railway construction in this Province, but 
siice a scheme had heen eommenced it must be 
proceeded with or the inte ests of the country 
suffer. He believed the Province was in as 
good a position this moment to proceed with 
railway construction as it was in 1851. In re- 
sources the State of Maine was not to be com- 
pared with this country. Let any person take 
up the late census returns and look at the vast 
amount of proper y that was awn-d, the ships, 
mills of various kinds, stocks, an" buildings, 
the mill property alone, was worth an enormous 
sum, and ail this would show that our situation 
was not by any means bad. bat just the re- 
verse. In Upper Conada taxation was much 
greater than it was here, and he held that it 
was bad policy indeed to send abroad the im- 
ression that the people here were overtaxed, 

t people having the interests of the country 
at heart should be anxious to create the oppo- 
site ympression. He belicved there was no 
better country under the canupy of heaven tor 
the poor nan than this, and in political dis 
cussions where party political feelings entered, 
our common country should not be forgotten, 
or should not he sandered. 

In connection with the subjeet under discus- 
sion, if to sastain the credit of the country tax- 
ation was unavoidable; and it was shown that 
the whole category of taxable articles had heen 
exhausted, then there might ‘he some propriety 
in hing the House to put an impost on Mo- 

he manner in which the Government 
had treated this question was certainly remark- 
.able, The Secretary had just annou: ced that 
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not meet with favor, they floated about for a 
time like Mihomet’s coffin between heaven and 
earth, and finally concluded not to risk the 
four cents but reduce the impost down to two. 
He had stated several medes by which ali the 
required revenue could be raised without in- 
terfering with molasses. He had named silks 
and satins. and notwithstanding the arguments 
that had been urged against the proposition, 
he yet felt confident that those articles wo 1d 
yield a large amount of revenue. He thought 
that the Government just now occupied an un- 
enviable position in relation to the way in 
which they had dealt with the molasses Jee 
tion. He could understand the policy” of a 
Government consulting with the members of 
the House b-fore they launched their proposi- 
tion, and when once launched stand by it. 

Since he had been in the House, he had never 
known so much canvassing as had been carried 
on this Session ; frequently two members of the 
Legislative Council might be seen taking part in 
this canvass. He would be sorry to occupy a 
seat in the Government, if that was the price he 
had to pay for it. Instead of taking molasses. 
which was an article of prime necessity. he would 
prefer addiug ono per cent to tae general im- 
Post, or tax almost any other article The Gov- 
ernment had been squeezed out of two cents per 
gallon, and he hoped this House would unite with 
him to squeeze them out ot the other two. ~The 
Attorney General had said that in this matter 
he (Mr. F.) was actuated by personal motive. 
Atty. Gen, : [suid [ assumed you were] He 
id not understind the Attorney General to use 

the word assumed, but perhaps he did. Tho-e 
who live iu glass houses should not throw stones. 
He could point out seme inconsistencies in the 

 gourre of th. Ariorney General, but then he (Mr. 
F.) did not wish to ues hard words; of what use 
was it 2 TAA ic effect us pleasantly during the 
dark watches of the nighi ? It was far better to 
avoid harsh langoage and personalities, and 
coolly and caretuilv discuss the question on ite 
own merits. Since it had bern asserted tha 
perhaps he was influenced by personal considera 
tious, he woald say that he eoteriiined uo de 
pare to oyercangw the Goverupient this Session 
he was not u faction man. a8 he thought wonld' 
be admitted. He bad mot troubled them Winch 
his session, not as wueh ashe might, if disposed 
When the party now in opposition were in power, 
and the House was divided 20 10 20, the party 
uow in power were coutinua'ly erying, Lirin 
down your measures ; where are you meatures” 

This Honse might very properly ssk for mea- 
sures; there was few promised. und fewer pro. 
duced. The Governors Fpacch, at the opening 
of the Session. was longer thant usual, and pos- 
sessed the peculiarity of mot referring to the 
subject of edueution at all ; that question “was 
‘pot touched, He bad heged ir stated that the 
Government enteriained a. proposition to elect 
the wdent of the Legislative Council. = He 

hoped they had no such intention, and that it 
was not_proposed to tinker with the Consritution 
in that manner. He would yield to no wan in 
his desire to proteer British authority ; it was 
certainly not alitieral medsure to interfere with, 
the Constitution. In Canada the people 
“disappoirted with the elective 
to the Legislative Council. * 
Dy; Dow said that certainly, one of two thin 

wag before the House. either Mr... Gillmor's 
amendment or something else ; and surely if that 
smendment had not been the basis of three days’ 

¢. | debut, then there certainly wus nothing dis- 

it was right to tax the rich. in order to. ) 
suhject wus re- 

45 
bad 

we 

he that, 

vinee, and he was sorry that -the-Government 

principle applied | 

reerwdtly they were good authority, and he 

lusses, and others had went so far as to declare. 
that an increased tariff was not required under 
present circumstances = If he really thought that 
by means of retrenchment, or any other mode, 
the necessity of additional impost could be avoid- 
ed, he would certainly voté against imposing any 
tax upon molasses. or any other article of neces- 
sity. He had heard some suggestions offered, 
that there might be reductions made in appro- 
priations, and he was disposed to favor this idea, 
because he thought that there was room to make 
sowe reduction in this branch of expenditure. 
So far this Session, he had but little time to be 
stow upon public business, because he had been 
compelled to bestow his attention in another di- 
rection, inorder to defend himself. When he 
first heard that it was the intention of the Gov- 
ernment tp impose a tux of four cents per gallon 
upon molasses, he came to the conclu<ivn that 
such a duty would bear rather hard upon a por- 
tion of the people, and he had concluded to re- 
sist such an impost. He was not ut all satisfied 
with that propositien, and with the view of as- 
certaining the opinions of his constituents upon 
the matter, he had written to several prominent 
wen in the Coanty. requesting them to slate their 
opinigny. and they had forwarded replies. In 
the Majority of cases, thoke persons said they 
considered four cents rather more than the ar- 
ticle would bear, bat seemed willing that two 
cents per gallon should be imposed. Fron en- 
quiries that he had made. he was compelled to 
nccede to the necessity existing for a tax upon 
some articles, in order to increase the revenue. 
The Province had undertaken the Construction 
of Railways, and that work had created the ne- 
cessity of getting into debt; and having con- 
tracted liabilities, the Province had but one 
course to pursue, and that, was to devise ways 
and means to meet all its liabilities, in an up- 
right and honorable manner. 
« The Country must be preserved and protected 
from the stain of repudiation, at any cost; the 
legislature must not_allow a stain and blot of 
that nature to fall upon the fair, and he might 
say. ungpotted character, of this young Province. 
In treuting ot this matter, he had done so inde- 
pendently, as he did not come here to support, 
or vppose, any Government. He was-free to act 
according to his convietions as to what was right, 
and what was wrong; and was in a position to 
follow the dictates of his own reason and judg- 
ment, and to be solely guided by such. He was 
free to act politically as he pleased ; he was not 
trammelled by pledges to this, or that party, or 
any other party; he made it a point to defend 
and support what he thought right and just, and 
oppose any measure that he thought detrimental 
to the general interests of the Country. and the 
County he represented in particular. 

After much consideration he had come to the 
conclusion, that since it was absolutely neces- 
sary to raise money by increasing the tariff, 
moinsses would bear two cents impost, with as 
Little hardship, or omyenjencs, as any other 
article on the taxable record. It would not do 
to increase the tax age wooden wure, as that 
already paid 17} per eentum, and this came out 
of the pockets of the farmers, and others, who 
used these articles... Boots and shoes paid the 
same amount, and fthis too was borne by the 
consumer; the who purchased shoes, had 

A ¥ J aX upon Yep trek 
8d, or 6 cents per 1b ,and it would certainly be 
acknowledged that this commodity paid duty 
enough, fuliy as much as it would bear. To talk 
about increasing the duty upon silks and satins 
was all ** buncoaibe,” because he believed that if 
the duty upon those articles was increased. the 
inducements for smuggling would be increased, 
and thus the duty would be evaded, and the 
revenue loge, or rather be deprived of its legiti- 
mate rights. Now, a good deal had been said 
about the state of the Provincial Accounts, but 
he thought that both the hon. member for 
Northumberland (Mr. Kerr), and the hon. mem- 
ber for Bt. John (Mr. Anglin), deserved, and 
were entitled wo a great amouut of credit for the 
researches they had made, and the examination 
they had iustituted intc the Public Accounts. 
It was competent and right for any hou. member 
to make such enquiries, to ascertain whether or 
not publie atfuirs were in a satistactory state. 
Since so many declarations had been made re- 
gnrding voting independently upon this question, 
he would remark, that he came here to do what 
he thought was right and just. and was influenced 
by no other consideration, nor did he intend to 
ve. He did not expect any office, neither did he 
seek for any. If he tuought that any means 
cauld he devised whereby the tax could be 
avoided. he would heartily support a measure 
that would effeet that object; but as yet he saw 
no remedy. Lt had been proposed to tax tobacco, 
out it could not be denied that this article was 
used by the poor, as well as molasses and that 
it alrésdy wus subject to a considerable amount 
ot daty, indeed ss much as it was prudent to 
put upon it, becaue if- increased, no doubt the 
urticle would be smuggled in large quantities. 
If (he discussion upon this question was pursued 
much longer, it would cost the country; almost 
ns much as the duiy of two cents per gallon upon 
molasses would amount to, in the course of six 
months; and he thougint that it would tend to 
no beneficial end to proiong the debate, as’it was 
simiited on wil sides, chat an jocreased tarifi 
wax necessary. He was free to admit that there 
was rovmn for retrenchment in public athuirs, and 
it he should be ia the House another session, he 
would propose a mensuré having this end in 
view, bat ii was 100 ate 10 fue session to go into 
ihe consideration of this question now. He 
much regreited that the Government had found 
it necessary to withdraw the usual appropria- 
tions for the improvement of the River Saint 
John, while they continued the subsidy 10 en- 
courage steamboat communication ut the North 
shore. He womid certainly have felt better 
satisfied, if provision had been made for the navi- 
gasion of the upper part of the River; he had 
never asked any Government for favors, but he 
would urge a claim t6 an appropriavivn for this 
sevyice, becanse it. was his duty to look after the 
interests of his constituents.” The policy he bad 
tmd down, and that he intended to follow, so 
long as he held a seat in this House, was to sup- 

rt’any measure that recommended itself to his 
Judgnient as being right. just, and proper ; and 
oppose any that be coiisidered detrimental to the 
anteresis of the: people. He was indeed sorry 
that it became necessary to impose a tax upon 

- moinsses; but since it wax unavoidable, he felt 
bound in jastice to cousent to a duty of two 

| ceuts per gullon. ; or 

Mr. LaNURY said that he had closely watch- 
ed this debate for three days, and during his 
sixleen years experience in this House he had 
never known so long time being occupied in 
coming to a conclusion as to what was really be, 
fore de chair. He had no doubt that the 

1 amendment moved by the ‘bon. member for. 
| (harlotte, Mr. Gillmor, was really the question 

| before the House, The Journals said so, and 

in this 
Saw | 

+ 

there had been persons whining about the lob- 
bies, endeavoring to influence, the mem- 
bers of the house, and even mcwmbers of 
the Government had tried to operate in 
this way. | Mr. Tilley «aid that those remarks 
would not apply to him, as he never asked a vote 
from any hon. member.] Mr. Boyd went on to 
say, that he made no reference io either the Se- 
cretary, Postmaster General or the Chief Com- 
missioner of the Board of Works ; so he would 
except them. But this hewould say, that he 
had been fluttered and fawned upon, and rub- 
bed down by members of the Government, but 
still this had n» influence upon him nor would 
make him devate fsom the course he had mark- 
ed outro follow. So far as he was concerned 
he did not care for or want office, he was too 
old to expect to be among them much longer, 
but he would maintain this principle, that if 
the Government did not do their duty the re- 
presentatives of the people had a right to dis- 
rane them, and supply their place by others. 
n a former house when it was so equa‘ly divid- 

ed that it stood 20 to 20, the then opposition 
cried, * bring down your measures ;” bui now 
when they were in power, no measures made 
their appearance. le would remark with re- 
ference to the present Government, that he be- 
lieved there was no man in the House compe- 
tent to fill the Provincial Seceretarys chair 
with the same ability as the preent incumbent. 
althougn there was plenty of good material in 
the opposition, and he hoped that none of them 
would *“ rat ;” he was sorry to say that he ob- 
served one *‘rat” already, but trusted there 
wouid be no more. 

Progress was reported. S. 

Moxpay, April 7. 

The forenoon was spent in debating a claim for 
£50. made by a Mr. Fraser, for the erection of a 
Shp at the Ferry Landing on the opposite side 
of the Miramichi river from Chathan:. 

Mr. WiLtisToN moved the House in Committee 
upon ihe papers relative to this claim, and spoke 
in its favor at considerable length and much 
warmth, and was ably supported by all his col- 
leagues. - 

The claim was ignored. 

BILL RELATING TO THE REVENUE. HOUSE IN 

COMMITTE. DR. VAIL IN THE CHAIR. 

Dr. Vaiw said, that a debate had arisen as to what 
was the real question before the Committee. He 
felt himself entirely under its conirol, but would 
if not otherwise directed by the Committee, put 
the question upon Mr. Gillmor’s amendmwent.— 
That one cent per gallon shuld be imposed on 
Molasses, in the place of two as in the Bill. The 
question had not actually been taken on the Sec- 
tion in blank, but had been informally passed 

"1’'Houses and tariffs would be doue away. 

Then agricultural implements, rakes, forks, &c. 
| These could bo made just ss well in this Pro- 
| vince as elsewhere, and the effect of a” duty on 
| them would be to keep our means at home. Then 
there was the article of petroleum or rock-oil. 
The duty on this was only ten per cent, and it 

| wonld bear much more. Feom the extraordinar 
| facilities in Pennsylvania and the other Ameri- 
can States, for oblaining it. the price had beome 
very cheap indeed. 80.000 gallons of it would 
be imported this year. He had received a letter 
from a genticman thoroughly conversant with 
these matters, which stated that if additional 
daty could be imposed upon it, it would be #] 
great benefit to the Province. Being got so 
cheaply ahroal, our own oil works are unable to 
compete with it, and had been obliged to discon- 
tinue their operations. It was not one of these 
articles which could be smuggled to any extent. 
Then there was tobacco. It had been argued 
that it could be smuggled. It was true a few 
pounds might be brought in in this way occa- 
sionally, but all knew this did not materially 
affect the revenue, and as a general thing it 
could not be smuggled more easily than a num- 
ber of other articles which were newly taxed. — 
For these reasons he intended to go agaiust the 
tax on molasses altogether. 

Mr. GrLrMor said he hoped his amendment 
that one cent should be imposed in the place 
of two would receive the attention of the 
House. One cent was a happy medium be- 
tween the two extremes. He felt afraid that 
in marking out a middle course for himself 
and colleagues they had got out of the path 
both of the Opposition and the Government, 
and might not meet with the support of either; 
but he contended that one cent was about a 
fair tax. It would be both a just and popular 
tax. The speech of the hon. member for 
York, who had just sat down, he did not agree 
with. It was all protection. He would impose 
udditional taxes on boots and shoes. It was 
not fair to tax the wearers of those articles for 
the benefit of the maker. He was averse to 
all kinds of protection, and thought we were 
approaching a time when our revenue would 
be raised directly from the pecple, and all the 
cumberous and expensive machinery ot Custom 

He 
entertained many objections to our present 
tariff system. The revenue should be raised 
on our income and not on our expenditure—a 
fair percentage should be paid on property and 
on ineome. The way it was now the man wko 
had a large family which compelled him to 
expend ull his earnings for their maintainence, 
had to pay a great deal more tux than his 
richer neighbor who did not happen to have 
so large a family. The true criterion for taxa- 
tion was income and not expenditure. Our 

over at the time. And as the question had al- | 
ready been taken upon several items. he felt 
called upon to take up that next in succession, 
viz.: Molasses. 

Mr. Ryax said. an attempt had been made to 
create the impression that these hon. members 
who opposed the Bill did so with a desire to re- 
pudiate our public debts. This he desired to 
worrect. He was not in favor of any such thing, 
he substituted. 

There was the article of Well Oils, now bein 
80 largely imported into the Province. If 124 
per cent. was imposed on this article it woul 
raise as much as the whole duty sought to be im- 
posed on molasses. Then again, the coarser and 
finer cottons each paid the same duty. The finer 
cottons should bear a larger proportion than the 
coarser, as the latter was more used by the poor; 
and it was our duty to legislate for them as the 
rich could take care of themselves. 

Skipbuilding had been as an interest exempt 
from taxation in a great measure for the last 11 
or 12 years. The materials imported, such us 
chains, anchors, &c., were fit subjects for addi- 
tional taxes. [Mr. Desbrisay—they bear 23 
now.] Well, they could easily bear more. 
He had felt that the attempt which was made 

to put the question, as whether the tax should be 
1 cent or 2 cents, was not fair, and that the obly 
fair way was first to decide whether they should 
have any duty at all, and afterwards how much 
it should be. 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL said, the Chairman 

had come to the conclusion respecting the point 
of order before the House, which he (tbe Atforney 
General) thought he would, and in fact the only 
correct decision. 

Mr. Fisugr said since the Chairman had 
made this decision, he should move that the ques- 
tion be first put, whether there should be any 
tax on wolasses or not. This motion was lost by 
a vote of 19to 20. Mr. Anglin then rose and 
moved that the blank be filled with the word 
“nought,” which was lost by a vote of 26 to 14. 

Mr. ALueN here rose and stated, that as he 
bad not previousiy said anything upon the sub- 
ject, he desired to offer a tew observations: In 
the first place, he desired to correct an impres- 
sion which had gone abroad. An hon. member 
for St, John (Mr. Skinner) had charged the op- 
position with holding caucus meetings. and can- 
vassing on Sunday. He wished digtinctly to dis 
avow a knowledge of anything of the kind, and 
oe believed that other members of the Opposi- 
tion in common with hiwmse'f entertained the 
opiuion, that hou members who were sent there 
by independent constituencies weré not to be 
canvassed in this way, but had winds of their 
own, He had never attempted to ure any influ- 
ence or solicitation to change the vote of any 
hon .member. This he deemed sufficient on that 
point. The Solicitor General had stated that the 
country was in a prosperous condition, he was 
not one of those who were always deserying evil 
“in the distance, por did he think this Province 
wus on the verge of bankruptcy, or anything of 
that kind. Yet for a Province of our size snd 
population, he contended that our debe was very 
large. By his calculation, and if he was mista- 
ken he hoped he Hon. Secretary would correct 
hiw, our Provincial debt amounted to a miilion 
and a half. This did not damp prosperity. He 
believed, however, that the Provincial credit 
could and would pay its debs. 

He well remembered the reasons urged for the 
age of the Railway Bill in 1860. 1: was al- 

feged that it would bring immigration to our 
shores, and by thus increasing our population, 
,enhance the Revenue. These anticipations had 
never been realized. Ten people had not been 
induced to seitle in the Province. owing to the 
construction of this Road, exclusive of the labor- 
ers who had come to work on it. The resuit 
was, ‘however, that we were burdened with a 
large debt, and had a good Road as far as jt 

(Mr. M*C.) was decidedly in favour of reducing 

system at present bore entirely too heavy on 
the poor man. 
He estimated that there were 30,000 elec- 

tors in the Provine. There were 50,000 or 
60,000 adult males; but not more than 30,000 
of these enfranchised. I. was therefore culy 
to this 30,000 that the representatives were 
responsible, while the taxes ihev imposed were 
anplicable to the 50.000 or 60.000.. apd it was 
the power of taxing those to whom t 

be desired to say he thought molasses was an 
article which would bear some tax; it was 
used pretty generally by all classed. Most 
of the revenue now raised came out of the 
poor, that was in comparison with their ability 
to pay it. Mr. G. bere read a number of ex- 
tracts from different letters which he had re- 
ceived from his constituents upon the molas- 
ses tax, without giving the names of the 
writers. Some were of opinion that two cents 
would be paid, others one, and one only that 
none would be willingly paid. His colleagues 
and himselt, for the purpose of securing har- 
mony, bad concluded to unite in support of 
one cert, and the additional amount required 
could be raised on something else. The im- 
ports would bear a portion, and our manufac- 
teres a portion. It was bad policy to protect 
them at the expense of the mass of the people. | 
Mr. Gillmor concluded by again referring to 
his amendment, awd advocated the tax of one 
cent per gallon on moiasses as about its fair 
proportion, ) 

Mr. M'CLgLLAN said, there was danger of this 
molasses question turning sour, it not disposed of 
shortly. If the subject of retrenchment could 
be appropriately introduced into this discussion, 
and it was proposed to curtail disbursements to 
an amount corresponding with the desired in- 
crease of revenue, hie would hesitate before con- 
senting to an additional impost; but judging 
from tue action of the Government, though di- 
rected by a resolution of the late House in this 
matter, and from the disposition of the present 
Assembly, there appears very little real unxiety 
on this subject of retrenchment. He was some- 
whav surprised that the resolution of the Hou. 
member from York, (Mr. Fisher) did not elicit a 
debate, inasmuch as that expressed, a desire for 
meeting th's question in a tangible way. He 

public expenses, but the large majority against 
the resolution just referred to, and the summary 
manuer of its disposal, when several members of |. 
the House were absent, clearly indicated an in- 
disposition to retrench. Well, what is the tact? 
I'tie Provincial Ledger had been posted up, and 
there is a balance against us, owing to a depres 
sion of trade and other causes. The Secretary. 
whose financial ability and correctness, are ac- 
knowledged by both parties, (No, no: by Mr. 
Anglin and Mr. Desbrisay) has shewn that ad- 
ditional revenue is required to meet our ordi- 
nary requirements. Hon. gentlemen may say 
no; but did not the hon. member for Charlotte, 
(Mr. Boyd) who claims a distinguished position 
in the Opposition, and who expressed such horror 
of deserting a party, so speak of the Hon. 1l'ro- 
vincial Secretary. He had a right to assume 
therefore, that the hon. and gallant colonel indi- 4 
cated to some extent the views of :he Upposition. 
so called. He regretted to see such a disposi- 
tion to cling to party, and, hoped to see impor- 

—
 

John ; and there is very little illicit trade. A 
very slight additional expe Jiture in the pro- 
teciion uf the revenue wotild prevent dny suspi- 
cion of the kind. But these imposts bear heavily 
on that County, because the Railroad which has 
created our liabilities has injured the trade of 
the larger portion of it. The steamboat commu- 
nication with St. Johu, etc., has been removed — 
thus reducing the facilities for getting to their 
market, while on the other hand, the Railroad 
and the subsidized streamers of the North Shore 
have benefited all the Northern districts by in- 
creasing their facilities. Hix constituents how. 
ever, were not necessarily opposed to Railroads, 
they were disposed t@® lock upon the St. An- 
drews Road, and the Shediac and St. John Road 
as Provincial necessities, which mn»st be cheer- 
fully maintained. Public opinion influenced the 
Government to make these outlays, and the peo- 
ple are ‘consistent, and reasonable after all— 
they do not desire repudiation, or what is synony- 
mous humiliation. 
The hon. and learned member from Charlotte 

(Mr. Stevens), took a purely local view of this 
guestion, and argued that his county would lose 
a prof:table trade, if a high duty was impose 
because the people of the United States now 
brought molasses, and other articles, to St. Ste- 
phen and smuggled them over to Maine. With- 
out discussing thie moral propriety of such a 
proposition, he (Mr. McC.) deemed this an argu- 
ment favorable to increasing the duty, for if 
entered in Maine, the duty is G cents or upwards, 
£0 that the article would bear really more than 
2 cents and still retain the trade—aund in this 
way neither our poor nor rich would bear the 
burthen, but the people of a foreign State. 
Capada now has a duty on molasses, so also 

Nova Scotia; and we all know how much better 
off we are than our Republican neighbors with 
their immense debt so rapidly increasing not- 
withstanding their high tariffs, inland and 
excise duties, direct and incoma taxes, with all 
thie other evils of a protracted warfare. We 
ought to be thankful that undef all the ¢ircum- 
stances we can meet our requirements with such 
a triding increase of duty. Besides, a duty on 
molasses is no new thing in this Province. An 
Imperial duty of 8d formerly existed, and in the 
good old times the burilhen was not felt; and it 
is only since 1854 that molasses has borne no 
uty. 
Without waiting to examine the bearing of 

tlie question en the position of the Governiuent, 
cr the prospects of the Opposition, he felt he 
would ili discharge the duties of a representative 
it he refused to supply an adequate amount of 
revenue to meet the necessary requirements of 
the public service. It is pusilasimous to refuse 
a revenue in order to gratify feeiings of antag- 
onism toa Government. Give them the means 
to work with,—the wanrver of appropriating 
those wmcans should be de:lt with on its own 
werits. Whenever a justifuble retrenchment 
can be made, he wou!s! be found supporting it. 
HraBoyp said, it would be impolitic ta impose 

auy larger duty than one cent on this article. 
The Ligh duty in the States would bring 
quantities of it to our border ports, particular Ly 
on the St. Croix, and if our duties were light, it 
would create an immense business along our 
American frontier. All that was used in Maine, 
and wnck besides, would then pass over the St. 
Awd ey were | these grounds, the duty on IF shoaYY bs as Tight 

not responsible. us possible, and expressed his intention to go for 
As he had not before expressed his opinion, | one cent, but no more. 

Mr. Fisner said, that he thought the argu- 
ments of the hon. member for Charlotte (Mr. 
Boyd) who had just sat down, tended to prove 
hat no tax at ali should be imposed, as if left 
ree, while there was a heevy duty in the States, 
the effect would be to bring vast quantities to 
oar shores which would find its way into-Lhose 
States, and the few hundred dollars whick, was 
there expected from its duty would bear no com- 
parison to the amount which would accrue to 
the revenue from the expense. of lading, trans- 
portation, &c., through our territory. Mr. F. 
also contended that it was bettér to impose... 
duties on agricultural Implements and other 
articles which couid he masnutactured in the 

as well as raise a revenue. 
The hon. SECRETARY said, the object of the 

Bill was solely to raise additional revecue. The 
two hon. members for York (Fisher and Allen) 
had both argued in favor of protection, a d the 
articles they had suggested had been with a view 
to this end. This had been, however, the strong- 
est argument to exempt them. He did not agree 
with the hon. ex- Attorney-General (Mr. Fisher) 
and the hon. member for Charlotte (Mr. Boyd), 
thai because the increased duty in the United 
States would probably cause large quantities of it 
to be entered at our ports and transported over the 
lines it should cowe in free. This, he contended, 
was but an additional argument for taxing it—as 
much of it would then pay taxes to support our re- 
venue—which would be consumed over the lines, 
and consequently these American consumers 
would zontribute that much to our revenue. The 
propositions of both the hon. members for York 
would give protection ani not reveuue, while 
révenue only was required and not protection. 

Mr, ANGLIN said, that some years ago the Lon. : 
Secretary was a strong protectionist. He (Mr. A.) 
had always been in favor of free trade. Dudes, 
whenever they went beyond a certain peiat, 
became probibitory. This Bill, however, it had 
been staied, wag ouly a temporary measare, and 
it it imposed duties but for a short time on arti- 
cles capable of protection, the people of this 
Provinve were too intelligent to base any trade 
on a temporary measure which might afford it, 
provided they saw no prospect of its being con- 
tinued, 50 tuat for sv short a time as the Bill 
was proposed to continue, if taxes had been im- 
posed upon these articles, it would not have 
amounted to protection; but he wished to state 
distinctly, that he was opposed to all taxation 
whatever. He could see no reason for it. As 
the House had declared that there should be 
some tax on molasses, he felt, since he had failed 
to keep the tax off altogether, bg would do the 
vext best thing and vote for one cent. He was 
opposed to whe whole Bill and to taxation, at 
predent, in every form. 

Mr. DesBrisav said he had voted against any 

duty on molasses ; that had been carried, how- 
ever, and now he would Jo the next best thing, 
and vote for one cent. His reason for doing so 
was that the Province did not require any tant questions approached according to their 

merits, 

Our Schools, and our Roads require the usual 
maintenance, and it seems admitted that the ad- 
ditional revenue must be procured ; and if arti- 
cles of luxury and such as are exclusively used 
by the rich, could not bear further imposts, 

went ; but it was only u beuefit ta a very few 
comparatively. He was not prepared to go for 
40 additional tax, unléss satisfied that it was im 
peratively necessary. Of this he was uot satis- 
tied. Butassuming that increased $asasion was 
required, the artizies selected by tue Goverun- 
men: were not the best which might bave been 

As a principle, it was true that the necessaries 
shee pos ba taxed exgept in the last 
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there is not one of the necessaries of life, upon 
which a duty van be levied agora and with 
guch propriety, as: this very argicle o 

articles upon which itis proposed to add the 
half per cent, are almost exclusively confined to 
the mse of the —. portion ofthe people. Mo- 
lasses cannot conveniently smuggled ; and 
this is another srgumgat in favoar of selecting 
this aricle. 

about | The representation from Charlotte, which seems 
the of league and cove- | to bave entered into a sort 
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It is consnmed by all classes, while many of thed 

revenue bill at present, nor did its circu 

warraat it, the affairs of the Provinee were 

managed property, none was required. y 
said to be only temporary, but when thé 
came io take it off again, it would belotg be 

us‘much wanted then as now. The G ¢ 

if there wag such a thing, had been straggling 
along; this Sessivn with its head just aboy 
For Trix pis il House had been in 
and the busines of the country still undone.— 
Five yeavs before, many bon. members well. re- 

membered, the cry that went up for measures. 

The Oppositicn of that day was the Gov 
of the present, and now ho wanied to asi 
had they done? [Mr. D. here said that, ; 
Lis policical career. he had always met with the 
most determined opposition from the different 
mewbers of the CGovernm and 

Province, and so encourage domestic manufacture 
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