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v*um Hodtings, ‘when' & young snd ‘obseire
writer 1o ‘the East Todia’ Compapy's service, was
heard to remark that he bad a. hetter friend in
India than . the 'governor or the ' commander-in-
ehktohl ‘his'hame ‘was ‘Warren Hastings. He re-
NMM‘ wn great abilitigs, aad the
rqnnhnllhou he put his trust in God,
M@tmm Him, bis suecess, if not
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whdmmlqnn others for their success in life, or
in any pursuit, can never attain any eminence, or ae-
quire any usefal accomplishment. Many 'havé had
zhﬂrehm&m and prospeets ruined by entertaining
great expieciations.of what others would do for them,
and: neglecting what they could do for themselves.
It 'would be well if we could learn to' valde the talents
which God w-MVnmul to each one of us, as our
most precious worldly possessions, and to consider
their improvement and right use to be of more im-
porhneo than the gifts of fortune, biFth, or position.

q related of alearned man, who suffered shipwreck,

and was. cast, with a_number of others, equally un-
fortunate, upon an. inhospitable coast, while: the rest
bewailed their misfortune, and lamented the Mof
thiel¥ property, ‘he was observed to prmrfo a serene
and chieerful countenance, and to occupy himself only
in comforting the distressed. When: asked how it
was -he appeared so contented after sustaining so
severe an affliction, hel replied; “My learning, which
has been the result of mauy years' hard study, is my
truuﬁ, and the waves of .the sea could aot
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Nor in the improvenzent of our talents should we
be less -self-reliant than in their ' possession.” Many
hikve beén p’uﬂ: disappointed and discouraged at
MM all, masters and teachers could do |
little, inore then ‘point the road to knowledge, and |
umm and ‘labour of mng it must be

U!laé, who bau mt‘hﬁ these ad-
‘mmﬂm despaired of aitaining the accomplish.-
ments they desired.  In both cases & want of self-
m the fault, and' the cause of tment’
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mwmh provement, ?“1’“" sl.w many.
"MM#W% of industry and self.relying persever- |
ance, overcoming as great. disadvantages as any he
can have to encounter, Let bimn consider the lives
d such nien as Benjauii' ‘Prénkiin, Dr. ' Kitto, snd

lflﬁumém—m y}o baye  risen. from  most
obmn Mm‘u. by their own efforts, to be the:
universally acknowledged benefuctors of their fellow-
creatures; And a nobler ' object that to benelit
dthiérs 1o’ wunw.,'tf‘ﬁ-ubgm. he also seeks.

to glorify, God,.
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bountiful maa be blessed. The §
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thankful that ‘no bonés werd ‘broken. Thus many,
trusting in their own nmhgth, bave been overthrown,
It is most necessary, before undertaking any im-
portant work, that we should ascertain carefully all
the difficuities we shall have to encounter.
then. Having with equal care considered our own
qualificstions, determine whether we  can creditably
perform it ' Any labour or pursuit hastily or rashly
andertakien is Mlimost sure to Be Taid aside, however
good the intention, and however worthy the object
may Rave been. Ttis far better never'to begin
to, leave undonie ; for besides the 10ss of time to the

boum the hﬂth halfaccomplished work

W ~however, aro very:incom-
petent judges of owir-abilities; it is ofter’ th

with judicions friends befdre
our own powers, Which may
prove a false and exaggerated one. There are very
many who entertain' such véry favoarable notions of
, ' sagacity, and ‘experience, that
they are continually phcmg themselves in ridiculous
positions, and incurring unnecessary anxiety and
disappointment ; they fancy, because (he world does
not appreciate their , Jimagined excellences, that the
world does them injustice, and that they are injured
individudls ; this is & lamentable ‘wiistake, dnd often
the source of great uiﬂuppmm d
ing of ‘one:such, who called upon. an eminent though
eccentric minister, to entreat him to use his influence
to 'get him" ordained, ‘a8 he conceived hie had great
nbmﬁe:, and did ﬁot widhi to “hide his talént in's
. After some conyersation, the rev, gentle-
man came to & conclusion. concerning. the talents o
his young visitor very differetit to his own idea, and
he distiissed him with thesé words: “ You heéd not
get a napkin 1o contain your talent, as the very smal-
lest pocket bandkerchief will saffice.”

In advocating due self-reliance, it must not h
imagined, ‘however, that T overlook the fact, that it
is by the permission and blessing of God alone that
any work' undertaken can succeed. In recommend- |
ing that wan should put his trust rather in himself.
and the abilities he has, than in the doabtfal ‘favour
and assistance of others, I regard his own powen
and abilities” a8 the’ direct gﬁt of God ; and the
mataral ‘inference i¥, that in o
those gifts, he should’ consult ‘the ‘giver, Unless
selC.reliance be thus connected with absolute reliance.
‘upon:God; it becomes a sin: tdwm 'which en-
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reliance as entire trust in God. Tt is this that gives
the soul calmness and Armness in the midst of trials,
which appal ‘others' who have not’ &hwﬁﬁmww
‘They that trust 'in the Lord
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mistakes a8 to their fitness for certain work,
their efforts, is to be found in the fact that
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THIS IS NOT YOUR BEST.
Blessed thought, this werld: hmmmmrot

you ; be not satisfied with the few flowers you may

hm “ gather, for they fade and di¢ almost before you pluck
were m Mlﬂprdiﬂl m ‘Whiat ig | thew ; ‘basten to the coudtry where you shall enjoy
’b , ww the fadeless and-immortal flowers, ‘which bloom in
tb; h"l'f’ the city of God for ever and for ever.
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