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Warivn Hodtings, ‘when & young snd ‘obseire 
writer ia ‘the East Toda’ Company's service, was 
heard to remark that he bad a. better friend in 
India than. the ‘governor or the 'commander-in- 

bo 55 ‘his'hame ‘was ‘Warren Hastings. He re- 
upon himself and his wn great abilities, aad the 

TE he put his trust in God, 
and sought guidance from. Him, bis suecess, if not 
ow rp wauld at feast have been 
Tess tarnished by those: Binal, ve cast 3 
preheprng sf Tach ‘we. may 
oy wo cu but sdmive | 

nig guanagebin ging Those 
who depend upon others for their success in life, or 
in any pursuit, can never attain any eminence, or ae: 
quire any useful accomplishment. Many ‘have had 
their charadtérs and prospeets ruined by entertaining 
great expieciations.of what others would do for them, 
and: neglecting what they could do for themselves. 
It ‘would be well if we could learn to’ valde the talents 
which God has entrusted to each one of us, as our 
most precious worldly possessions, and to consider 
their improvement and right use to be of more im- 

than the gifts of fortune, bith, or position. 

p- related of alearned man, who suffered shipwreck, 
and was. cast, with a_number of others, equally un- 
fortunate, upon an. inhospitable coast, while: the rest 
bewailed their misfortune, and lamented the Toss'of | 
thiel¥ property, ‘he was observed to preserve a serene 
and cheerful countenance, and to occupy himself only 
in comforting the distressed. When: asked how it 
was -he appeared so contented after sustaining so 
severe an affliction, hel replied; “My learning, which 
has been the result of mauy years’ hard study, is my 

tréasuré, and the waves of the sea could aot 

Nor.in the improvenzent of our talents should we 
be less self-reliant than in their possession.” Many 
hive been al disappointed and discouraged at 
finding that, after all, masters and teachers could do | 
little, inore then ‘point the road to knowledge, and | 
pun and ‘labour of travelling it must be 

afd others, who have not had these ad- 
tego despaired of attaining the accomplish. 
ments they desired. In both cases a want of self: 
ees the fault, and the cause of tment’ 

sit. The student FTES 
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hon of Sida provement, le: A oa many. 
kb ilo of industry and self. relying persever- | 
ance, overcoming as great. disadvantages as any he 
can have to encounter, Let bit consider the lives 
- such wien as Benjani ‘Franklin, Dr. Kitto, snd 

r. Livingstone—men, who baye risen. from most 
ge positions, by their own efforts, to be the: 
universally acknowledged benefuctors of their fellow- 
creatures; And a nobler ’ object that to benelit 
dthiérs no. A Sh 10 Ao: he also seeks. 
to glorify, God, 
But. in addition. 1 the: diouities- of obtabming 
knowledge, I have met with rf ree) rae 
ple especially, who place ahotlier obsta of self t, which they yo oe 
ba sphieand praiseworthy self-reliance, but which is 
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‘it, with this vain boast, to excel-| 
lence without fo Bowis Wust; appear clear to every | 
thiaking mind, that Shate-ie-oa merit i in possessir 

il His. benefits toward. me?" Ik 1 oks.& 
end, even the glory of God, and the oc 
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pacify comsdience’; but, How much can’ Spa 
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Thus hig eye is evil, and his 
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it” Tt shall be so, for ho 
lights, with whom is no variableness. | 
turning,” wiilblont: bie with evaty 
gift. God's blessing isa coy 
all temporal, spiritual, and ctor god. i 
rich, wise, and honourable. It isa ce 
It comes through » sacrifice, and ac 
It in wepnatant blessing. Tt is ‘ec 
of Hefiiyon ; and the Lord Himself 
will be as the dew unto Israel.” hind» fs shal the 
bountiful maa be blessed. The § 
and permanent. It cannot be 
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thankful that ‘no bonés werd ‘broken. Thus many, 
trusting in their own strength, bave been overthrown, 

It is most necessary, before undertaking any im, 
portant work, that we should ascertain carefully all 
the difficulties we shall have to encounter. 
then. Having with equal care considered our own 
qualifications, determine whether we can creditably 
perform it.’ Any labour or pursuit hastily or rashly 
andertakien is Mlimost sure to Be Tid aside, however 
good the intention, and however worthy the object 
may Rave been. Ttis far better never to begin 
to, leave undone ; for besides the loss of time to the 
labourer, the influenge.ol &' halfaccomplished work 
ee ~however, aro very: incom- 

petent judges of owir-abilities; it is often’ th 
with judicions friends bere 

our own powers, Which may 
prove a false and exaggerated one. There are very 
many who entertain such véry favoarable notions of 

, Sagacity, and ‘experience, that 
they are continually placing themselves in ridiculous 
positions, and incurring unnecessary anxiety and 

disappointment ; they fancy, because (he world does 
not appreciate their , imagined excellences, that the 
world does them injustice, and that they are injured 
individuals ; this is & lamentable ‘wiistake, dnd often 
the source of great unhappiness. d 
ing of ‘one:such, who called upon. an eminent though 
eccentric minister, to entreat him to use his influence 
to ‘get him" ordained, ‘as he conceived hie had great 
psy) and dia not wish to “hide his talent in's 

After some conversation, the rev, gentle- 
man came to a conclusion. concerning. the talents o 
his young visitor very differetit to his own idea, and 
he distiissed him with thesé words: “ You heed not 
get a napkin 10 contain your talent, as the very smal- 
lest pocket bandkerchief will saffice.” 

In advocating due self-reliance, it must not - 
imagined, ‘however, that T overlook the fact, that it 
is by the permission and blessing of God alone that 
any work undertaken can succeed. In recommend | 
ing that wan should put his trust rather in himself. 
and the abilities he has, than in the doabtfal ‘favour 
and assistance of others, I regard his own powers 

and abilities” a8 the’ direct gifts of God ; and the 
natural ‘inference iF, that inn 

those gifts, he should’ consult ‘the ‘giver, Unless 
self-reliance be thus connected with absolute reliance. 
‘upon:God; it becomes a sin: snd & snare! ‘which en- 
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| ing. power within ‘him, which. is hall buman. 
| control; wnd superior to ‘the chances and: “ehatiges oP 
mortal life." Nothing is so favourdble to" just self- 
reliance as entire trust in God. Tt is this that gives 
the soul calmness and Armness in the midst of trials, 
which appal ‘others’ who have not Sls cuties tes 

‘They that trust in the Lord 
be as Mount Zion,” The reason why so de make 
mistakes as to their fitness for certain work, 
their efforts, is to be found in the fact that 
riot bumbiy sought wisdoay fro’ he Putter 1 

op MLE Tack. wisdom, let. him, ask of God, 
who! giveth unto all men: liberally, _e i SP 
not; ‘and it shall be giver trim," " 
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No one pia | in CAA PE 'ré. | the believer : God has reserved another and a: better 
his. ‘ministry, unless his sermons are the | country for him, to which he loves to took forward. 
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- rp sua are dependent on the Py for their ac: 
Yolinténce with the evidences of religion. ' If’ then 
they ' | lean Tittle or nothing from Hix teaching. they 

ot | will fall & ready prey to the subtleties of skepticism ; 
+ | whereas, if his testimony be sound, fall. and edifying. 
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THIS 18 NOT YOUR REST. 

Blessed thought, this world: iso: resting place for 

you ; be not satisfied with the few flowers you may 
hAPURTG ficeses obduiasd gather, for they fade and di¢ almost before you pluck 

were a and: inspressivel tated. ‘What ig | thew ; ‘hasten to the coudtry where you shall enjoy 
—_— wit tition ahd the fadeless and immortal flowers, ‘which bloom in 

‘the. ‘hearers. the city of God for ever and for ever. 

Sell Tet. This“ Isnt your vest? Do" you Tong for your 
‘employed, and their hearts touched by glorious resting place, and often weary of the things 

Is' addressed to’ therd.” Séftiiohs ‘which coi- of earth? Then faint not, it is ‘only for a moment 

iis si} = god wv which. Ho neither hope nor that you pust mingle ith earth's jpbabitangs, par- 
are worse | 2King of its joys and sorrows, and often tossed about 

with storms and wmds in this ungental clime. Oily 
| for a moment you must battle with the stern relitiés 
| otTife; and’ then earth, ‘with li its"sits’ dtd sorrows; 
¢ | will be exchanged for the never-ending ‘joys of this’ 

| better country. Is ‘not the ada instore for’ 

trials ‘und crosses you may now experietice ; and is’ 
| it not comforting, in’ this fnctuating world ‘of change 
| avd affliction, to kéep your eye stedfustiy above, ever’ 

.: ¢i| fixed upon the land of Canaan, and think that son" 
| you will; through’ the blood of the Lanib, obtaifi hn 
; | entrance into: this gloricus rest, ‘and basic withy ndvef: 
[ending ‘pleasure in the sunshine of waile 
«This is not your rest!" Bal let" eubeister iho 

toils must come first; vhs rest after: if’ we would ob- 
| tain the litter, we mist be ready to accept the forer. 
{ Olet us press on with new vigour! praying tht the 
blood of Jesus may give as & title to heaven, And that ‘history Sees a 
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