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From the London Freeman. 
THE BAPTIS? BI-UENTENARY. 

BOL. aq 
Concentration—the Higher Life, 

The Baptist fathers of 1602 are worthy | 1a 
of remembrance for ther sufferings in the | i 
sacred ‘cause of conscience, but they wel 
not léss so for 8 labours, * For ages 
come" “Their. —_— ‘ 
praise them ;” bork of the lessons they have | 
bequdathed’ to us of the present day the 
lesson of their toils is pt. he least i impres- | 
sive, 

ma frig? the most sparc 

pp A Rens but has ‘the Gospel 
“There was no popular lecturing, no literary 

| furious opportaoti but they had few of 
| thosé ‘means and appliances to help them 
with which we have become so familiar. 

" |'We must think of the thinness of the po- 
pulation, which had no: then reached one- 
fourth, of ‘its present extent, We must 
think of the difficulty ih getting: from place 
to place, when the best roads were furrow- 
ed with deep ruts, and &o ill-defined that it 
was dangerous to travel upon them in the 
night-time lest you should lose your way. 
And we de ins of the vy oi psa 
of printin en newspapers and, maga- 
zines hardly existed, bai books were in so 
little request that the library x & Sareast 
would be more scantily supplied 
we row often see in “ the Conpine Phall 0 
in’ the back parlour of a small om Rory i 
In spite of such difficulties as these, which 

‘| we are hardly capable of "appreciating, 
‘these devoted men preached and printed 
with such energy and success that the seven 
churches of 1646 had wmltiplied fourteen 

breath ; | fold in 1662! 
growl of triamply wad a heavy raw We might dwell upon this fact, and re 

| it to the dimensions of a mys yaery ; ba 
we prefer to. point out the solution, for thi 

| is yét more instructive than-the fact i is 
v| wonderful. And the solution lies, we be- 

lieve, wholly in the absorbed devotion, the 
font concentration of soul, with which 

athers engaged in their work. All 
ther powers were employed in its prosecu- 
tion ; they laboured . night and. day, and 
with. incessant perseverance from year to 
year; and Gob rewarded them with such 
success, as, considering the difficulties, the 
world hds seldom seen before or since. . It 
"was not merely diligence or zeal ; Af these 
rr We may have much, and yet, for 

ti wy bat little, 
i og ok ge oted {hetase) fr 
= for it they both lived and. died, 

you y 
y tongue ; Sxhounds 

the ph § and pedi, to saint and sin- 
ner, “Thus saith the hand 

aT nw s be 
{ morning bo xd on a. 

Welt sees it close 
‘Something attempted, romettitg done, 
Has earned a. night's repose.” 

| What a life was Bunyan’s, for example l 
: How much of ‘Bedfordshire owes its first 
possession of a pure Gospel to his zealous 
preaching 1" There is probably not a vil. 
lage in thas country but has heard the mu- 
sic of Bunyan’s ;voice ‘again ‘and ‘again ; 
and if three thousand people could be cols 

xe him, we may be sure he had not la- 
red but _little or unsuccessfully in his 

pe. district fiest of all, To the rustics of 
the midland countiés the form of the ‘= in- 
spired tinker” was as familiar as that of a 

"friend; and after nightfall; tired with their 
labours in the figld, or im the frosty morn- 
g twilight before their labours began, 
y would flock. to the zealous preacher 

who was never wearied with * lifting up 
his voice like a trumpet’’ amongst them, 
+. And whether in gaol, or in the happier. 
retirement of his own homely cot, Bunyan 

, was as laborious with pen as’ wit 

‘mony to s untiring 3 an not one of 
or its theme. 

dilletantismg in those days, to eat up the 
’ and devour the time of the godly" 

sin Christ's vineyard ; * an ah 
r- 1 which God had bestowed, and which 

bad concentrated, were consei- | 
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sl. tence 
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in London, at another in the north. And 
everywhere he was Christ's. He had es- 
pened himself to Christ, and his entire 

y to his Lord. 
nr: was it. also with" the self- denying 
Henry Denne. mostly amongst 
rude and a sre people, this educated 
man took ineredible pains to make the 
Gospel known through the towns and vil- 
lages of the East Anglian counties. "How 
many of the churches in Huntingdonshire, 
Cam hire, Bedfordshire, Hertfurd- 
shire, and Lincolnshire, owe their origin 
to his ministry, we mow not, and perhaps 
it may mever be known, but it is certain 
that his life was spent in evangelising all 
this extensive district. He preached in 
every village, and ' consecrated all the 
streams by using them for holy’ baptism. 
‘In ‘company with some humble Baptist 
brother, he would set off from the church 
‘in Caxton Pastures, and after an absence 
of a week or afortnight, would return ‘to’ 
tell the brethren of his labours, and how 
the Lord had prospered him ; and whether 

s | proclaiming the riches. of God's grace to 
the unconverted, or giving counsel for pur-' 
er/do¢trine in the Church, or publicly de- 
bating baptism with Dr, Gunning in the 
church of St. Clement Danes, it may be’ 
confidently affirmed ‘that this man of ‘God 
kept a single eye to! the glory of Him 
E—- service he aogounted dearer than his 
e 
And so was it; to go no further, with 

good Benjamin Keach, pastor ‘of _ the’ 
church in Horsedown, who, not content 

- with. ministering regularly to about a thou- | 
sand people, some of whom oceasioned 
2 little trouble by their vexatious whims, 
und time also to write eighteen “works 

,of practical or doctrinal divinity, sixteen’ 
hers - a ambarvesing kind, “a Sight | Bb 

y, an 
Neap before Xe with a peti fixity of 
purpose the glory of the Redeemer, and the 
advancement of His cause. 

| For this was the grand  sccret of these 
men’s lives, and’ of their great success. 

| They had but one end in view, and they 
never swerved from it. Their meat and’ 
their deink was to do the will of their Fa- 
ther in heaven. . This imparted a holy 
unction and savour to their lives, and gave 
victorious power to their manifold works 
of faith and labours of love. Their word, 
When spoken, rang witha logic that shook, 
and. ernetiims the most iron hearts, 

it glowedyywith a heavéily fervour 
ars +4 row subdbad to tears, or. car- 

lected in, London. at. one day's notice to ried the rapt soul to the third heavens in 
[ transports of devotion, And in their writ- 
ten works we perceive the same lofty qual- 
ities, They often do not excel in the em- 
bellishments of art; their aim is to con- 
vince &nd convert, ‘and they seldom pause 
to please : they know not the cunning of 
more polished writers to charm the ear by 
winding their sentences with & * linked: 
sweetness long drawn out; their periods 
"have not the majestic mach. of Gibbon’s, 
or the flashing arrowy swiftness of Mac- 
aulay’s, or the soul stirring trumpet music 
of Milton's ; perhaps it was not altogether 
‘that such f art : 

| Some sixt 24 ‘treatises e: “rile ky 51 x ah. So sarees. 9 were beyond them 
but ono who thinks fairly of the greatness 
cof their theme can well understand that, 
like Paul the Apostle, they could not stay 
for such adornments. . They A as holy 
Herbert sings— 

* When first my lines of heaveniy joys made 
// mention, 
Such was, socks lustre, they did soexeel, : 
That I sought out Analyt. words. and trim 

po invention. 

; pricencoe d in litt oon) Guiting with metophors chia steko 
Decking the. sense, aa if it were to sell.” 

"TAs pies do work, xs wind uo £i as- 
cen 

86 did 1 weave myself into the sense 
il [pte i “Tight hear a friend 

re wide is all” this, long pre-" 

aCopy a4 aly fot Sad anseampehapti ty : 

re of body, soul, and. spirit, was held | 
ni : 

men said which is rare add hard to come 
at in such franquil days as our’s, The Di- 
vine truths which they proclaimed had 
cote upon them in convjoqns that wrung 

with agony ; they had not a- 
voided or ! shirked t oir convictions as 
things 1 toy,meddle with, or that 
might Be ‘safely (dismissed till “a more 
convenient season ;” they had laid fast hold 
of them, grappled and wrestled with them, 
as the natural man will when quite sincere, 
‘and when | hey were fairly mastered in the 
struggle, their convictions ruled them ever 
after, and fhey gave loyal heed to thew 
softest whisperings. Hence, perhaps, they 
were, less charitable than we, but then 
they had ‘each one resolutely fought their 
way citadel of conviction. 
May we not find here for ourselves some 

instructive" lessons ? These men lived 
upon the platform of the higher life. They 
could not till they had found assurance 
of their acceptatice, and then they 
preached #8 living truths the things which, 
ina sp sense, * their eyes had seen 

and thei Bands had handled of the Word 
of Life?” | But do not we take these 

| things too much for granted, both in our 
churches aud our colleges ? Not that we 
admit for ghe moment that our’s is a *‘man- 

stry’’ as some contemptuously 
Ne believe our ministers to be 
ithout exception, spiritual men, 
faithful for the truth; bnt is 

care enough ' taken that they ‘should be 
¢hiefly anfl pre-eminently “wighty in ‘the 
Scriptures” and “ full of the Holy Gthost’’?. 
Too of a rhetorical style, and the 

eng ng of a Greek word, and 
dents of a literary culture, may, 

Stal i too: ‘dearly bought. Our po- 
| pular I =e down the plaudits 

eter Hall, or even be offered fifty 
2§y some ; keen speculator 

all, and 
earnest ang 

igh od’ a 
wise in the whi of souls ; and then his 

{fray ¥ ach is bartered for tinsel, and before 
angelic tongue is but as s 

brass or a tukling cymbal. go saunding 
are the men who labour all day i in preach- 
ing, and ' yet far into the night will wield 
the pen as ‘another weapon with which to 
wound the Prince of Darkness? Or where 
the men who devote themselves exclusive- 
ly, like our venerated fathers, to the study 
of the Bible, making '¢ The Bible, and the 
Bible alone I" the motto of their lives, and 
their watchword for battle? What a mar- 
vellous knowledge had those men of the 
sacred page! Truly and emphatically 
were they “men: of one book.” Their 
study of it was so close, and their know- 
ledge 86 e¢xact, that their daily speech be- 
came the language of Canaan. "They 
thought only in Bible words. But hence 
their divine wisdom in all spiritual Tore. 
And by this we are constrained, #ven now, 
to appeal to ‘their writings as the best | 
standards, on the whole, of the orthodox 
faith. | What a tribute is this to the pro- 
found = wisdom that lies hid in such * sim- 
plicity of faith”! * But may we rot eniu- 
late their virtues? Can we not restore 
their triumphs, and obtain for our own age 
like mergies of success? Visit our cov ches 
of repose, ye spirits of Bunyan and Keach, 
and Denne, and Canne, aud bid us blush 
that we have not entered into your labours 

when we permit ourselves to toil it'is so 
often for the airy guerdon of applause ra- 
ther than the solid recompense of the Eter- 
nal Crown! Teach us the secret of that 
moral eoarage which placed your names on 
every book you wrote, in spite of pillory 
and bonds, seeking no anonymous protec- 
tion fro the sneers or frowns of a vain 
world! And show us the. pathway to 
that holy’ life and converse that made your 

| example more potent than even your hea- 
ven-<born words to mould and fashion the 
wills and the hearts of men! Oh, that we 
may drink at the same Fountain, be in- 
spired with the same soul-absorbing and 
.exalting spirit, and march with such ener- 
gv of purpose to achievéments as great 
Eo glorious as your own ! 
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Too Liarhi—A minister of the gospel, in 
- he eighborood of London, ‘was sent for | 

| £100, br by rin enc “£90,000, — if tre 
St | i oP go 4 per cent. Moen i 
e, f 

"Abner L. Pentland, of Pittsburgh, remark- 

mental atmosphere render the visiou im- 

except fo profit by your pains, or that | 

* | fitable. 

with rags, pale and panting for breath, lay 
the object of his visit. 

My friend,” said the good man, *‘ you 
soem to be in miserable poverty. In your 
weak and diseased condition, you must suf- 
fer much for the want of the common ne- 
cessaries of life.” “Oh sir!” 
poor creature, raising herself up, and fixing 
on him her dying eyes, *“ my miscrable d- 
bode, these rags, my poverty, my waat of 
all comfort, are all nothing. I count (hem 
all as nothing, because I feel the wants of 
my soul! O sir! my soul! my soul! I 
have neglected my soul! My life is near- 
ly gone; nothing in this world, if I could 
have all that its riches and honor could 
procure, would be of any use to me; the 
only thing whieh appears of uny value now, 
is my never-djing soul. O that my time 
might but come again! I would attend to 
the wants of my soul.” But her time had 
not to come over again, and she died! 
Reader shall the day come when you will 
have to say, “ My soul! my soul! I Lave 
neglected my soul ¥’ 

Humax Lres.—The scriptural limit of 
human life is seventy years, while the a- 
verage of human endurance is not over 
‘half of that, probably because the wicked 
do not live out half their days. A virtu- 
ous life~—by which we mean a life accord- 
ing to the laws of nature, which is the high- 
est physical virtue—would probably giwe 
the average of three scare years and ten. 
There is fo class of men who do so wuch 
for the individual development and preser- 
vation as the British nobility. They stand 
at the head of the human race in mental 
cultivation and in physical strength, in the 
means and the security of the means of 
happiness, and also in the length of days. 
In 1860, the deaths.of British peers num 
bered twenty-four 3 their united ages was 
sixteen hundred and eiglity, and the aver- 

«years. This is a re- 
markable fact. The oldest on the list was 
Viscount Guillamene, eighty-seven, and 
thie youngest, Earl of Longford, forty-two. 
There were but two under sixty. 

Tae Sicar oe rae Dyixne.—The late 

ed when he was dying, ‘‘ Mother, I can see 
a great distance.” Doubtless; this is the 
experience, beautifully expressed, of every 
one who comes with a chastencd faith, to a 
calm dying bed. In his progress through 
ordinary life, the vapors that float in his 

petted, and he cannot see afar off ; but as 
e draws near eternity, the air grows purer, 

the light brighter, the vision elearer, and 
serenity pervades the whole being ; the vis- 
ta of futurity opens upon the eyes of the 
soul; he beholds the gates of heaven, ihe 
river of life, ifs glad waters kissing the 
footsteps of the throne of God; the gloiies 
of the new world grow brighter and bright- 
er upon him; with Stephen, he beholds 
Jesus at the right hand of his Father, and 
a3 he dwells with rapture on those enliven- 
ing sights, the earth and all its scemcry 
grows dim about him, and like Elisha’s 
servant at the gates of Damascus, he is in- 
stantly environed with troops of angels, 
come to take him up over the‘everlasting 
hills, in thé e¢hariot of the Lord of Hosts. 
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iscellaneous, 

IN TEROOLONIAL RAILWAY. 

Opinions of t the Press. 

Under this heading we propose to give, from 
‘time (po time, the opinions of the Colonial 
‘press on this very importani question. 

First, we take from the Halifax Presbyterian 
Witness the following editorial :— 
“The reply of the British Government to 

the joint application of the three Provinces for 
aid % finis ibis great undertaking is not all 
that was expected, or desired. The request of 
the Provinces was that the British Government 
should build and own a ‘portion of the read, 
and give its tee for the money required! 
ow be wed to build the remainder of the 

‘The British Government offer to give. 
os 2 Bravitiots its guarantee for raising tie 

money— ,000, we sup e— 
paps + rate 2) Jor 3% cenf, tostand of 
6 per cent as would be paid for it if borrowed 
without that guarantee. Now after all this is 
no small boon, Weare not sure but that it 
will be more satis in the long run that | 
the -w! be owned in British 
Le wp fic to be assumed under 

present offer ‘wiil be about 

Scoti of this. ak uld probabil 
be be 000, £25,000 at the head mvs & 
we shoul required to assume over y= 

[ 000, ni = secure the eb nbd act of 
this truly k Mdetaing we should be 

4 Itisthe o y way now open — to Bit. 
to us for ausliing our proviacial railways pro- 

To shrink from this amount of re: 

) of the utmost imy 

foolish” policy with a vengeance. We trust 
that no public man in Nova Beotia, will be 
found to throw obstructions needlessly in the 
way of the speeay accomplishment of this 
work. ssi of the Government, 
and Opposition,—let your patriotism and pb. 
lic spirit abound. Let party feuds cease while 

pport to the best measure that can be pre- 
ented for securing the completion of this 

great highway of the nations, ss it is certainly 
destined to be. A convention of leading men 
from the three Provimces ought to be called 
forthwith. Strike the iron while it is hot.— 
Take the Imperial Government prompily at its 
word. No better terms need od be expected. 
Secure the money when it is easy. There may 
be a great change in the money market before 
many months pass over us. It will be a fa- 
yorable time for the securing of labour too. 
Multitudes will come to this Province in quest 
of gold who will be disappointed, and will be 
gled enough to get employment on the Hail 
way. Many of the unemployed of England 
and Scotland will seek ¢mployment in these 
Proviaces ; between the go od fields and the 
Intercolonial Railway, there will be emple and 
remunerative employment for the hundreds of 
thousands who bill, i in all likeiihood, seek a 
home upon our shores.” 
The Toronto Leader, the acknowledged or- 

gan of the Canadian Goverment, has the fol- 

lowing article, which is believed to embody 
the sentiments of the Canadian ministry : 
“If the Imperial Guvernment has not con- 

ceded all that was asked, nor in the form ex- 
pected, it cannot be said that the mission of 
the delegates who visited England last autumn 
was a failure. On the contrary, they must be 
held fo have measurably succeeded. The Duke 
of Newcastle is not willing to grant’ £60,000 
stg. a year out of the lmperial kixchequer, that 
England may at all times have railroad con- 
nection from Halifax to Canada; but he is'wil- 
ling to extend the Imperial guarantee to a loan 

said the by give your cordial, united and vigorous 

to be contracted by the Provinces in aid of 
the work. This is very different from a refusal 
of assistance, and ifit is not a direct conuri- 
‘bution, it is equivalent to a contribution in 
‘money. The Provinees, taken altogether, bor- 
Tow at between five and six per eent. interest; 

borrows at three. Whe she extends 
her credit 10 a coioniul loan she places it on the 
same level as an imperial loan. Hur endor- 
sation fs as good as her bond. The value of the 
proffered Imperial guarantee lies in the reduc- 
tion of interest it implies ; and a reduction of 
interest is equivalent to a reduction of capital, 
to the extent of the capital it would cover. The 
amount of the reduction would be between two 
fifths and one half. The propgsition of the 
Duke of Newcastle is therefore equivalent to 
a contribution of over two-fifths of the annual 
charge to be borne by the several Govern- 
ments ~~ What was asked was a direct coutri- 
bution of one half. ‘Though another mode ot 
doing it has been chosen, tie assistance tender- 
ed by the Imperial Goyerument is not very far 
below what was asked. The real difference, 
as we Lave shown already, would be expressed 
by a sum of £30,000 a year, or £10,000 to each 
Provinee, over and above what we are now 
bound by an existing statute to pay. 
“The lmperiul Governmeut Las shown 

great faith in the financial standing of the L’ro- 
vinces, by preferrmg to adopt the entire loan 
in preference to making a proportionate con- 
tribution in the shape of an annual payment. 
Fortunately such a display of eredit was pot 
wanted to sustain the credit of Canada j aud 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick are perfectly good for asmall amount 
at the Royal Exchange. A prudent man will 
make a direct loan or contribution in prefer- 
ence to endorsing doubtful paper; and Mr. 
Giadstooe would probably have tuken the same 
view as the Chancellor of the Kxchequer, had 
be financial standing of the Provinces ben at 
U open to doubt. | 

“It willbe impossible to evade the question 
whether the offer of: the Imperial Government 
is such as to justify the Proviuces ip proceed- 
ing with the work. . If we are correct in plac- 
ing the additional charge on- each Préwince at 
£10,000 a yeur it can hardly stand in the way 
of the construction of the road. The amount 
is not large enough, we should think, to fright- 
en even the litle Province of Nuva Beotia,— 
But, unless some such alternative proposition 
a3 has been made were anticipated and provided 
agaiust, an agreement upon the difierent Pro- 
vinces upon the basis of an extension of their 
respective subyentions would have to take 
lace. But there could hardly be much dif- 

ficulty in bringing this about. ie Canada is to 
be called upon to spend something like a mil- 
lion of dollars a year for defensive, purposes, 
‘she could hardly aflord to negletiso important 
a means of succor as this railroad would afford. 
If it came to that, it might be a question 
whether the difference of fifiy thousand dollars 
between what we proposed as a contribution 
to this work, and what he would hc rrhernveg 

to pay, might not advantageou Y uct- 
ot How Fhe proposed militia expenditure.— 
Iii case of an invasion of Canada, it would be 

portance that British troops 
¢ould be dispatched from’ Halifax to Quebec 
by rail, in winter. Should the Lower Provin- 
ces therefore be willing to accept the, condi- 
tions afforded by the Imperial Government, 
Canada could hardly hold back, 
“No less than three companies, actual or 

in embryo, we believe, are, or have becn nib- 
bling at the project ; each desirous to obtain 
SARE, of the = the nditure, it may be pre- 
sumed, it would require caution dis- 
crimination in determiniug which ought to be 
deals with. 
“ “We have now a chance of taking the first 
important step in the consolidation of British 
Bois Amarin. At present, itis dividéd into 

th in present circumstances would be 
miserable policy. A “ penny wise and pound 

several Provinces, each of which wraps itseif 
up in its mantle of isolation and every one 
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