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DR. . oN THE A. GOVERNMENT 
AND THE TAEPINGS. 

No man, in the present day, can speak with more 

authority on Chinese matters than Dr. Legge. Ina 
‘recent communication to the Secretary of the London 

Missionary Posie, be thus expresses his opinion of 

or the position of f the British Government towards the 

Insurgents: — 
What. .casus beléi have they given us? Possibly 

there may be a sufficient one stated in some despatch 
that the Government at home received, and which 

- has been laid before Parliament. Mr. Bruce had 

some communication with them, and subsequently 

Admiral Hope paid a visit to them at Nanking. But 

it is possible, also, that our present difficulties have 

arisen as much from the unreasonableness of our 
own countrymen as from that of the insurgents. The 

kings are, ** Coolies,” it is true, or rather they were 
“intercourse with them is different from 

spt by with the barbaric pomp and tawdry 

shams of the Imperial Court, They profess many 
absurd and cap mn their views as to theo-| 

gg degrading on those subjects which 
to us are EE pia la Their warfare 
against the Im leads to indescribable misery 
ARSE Bo me All these things are true; but | 
fail to them anything like a casus belli, 

poh hpi Hoa the cars outraged Bri- 

eo property, and then refused to give satisfaction ? 
entered_into engagements with us, and 

#4 Jaw. Silent, them Did 
hoy tre our trade, or had they instituted 

purpose ? I have not heard 
oy of hy sor ory ig bh dd 

pt ei dg sein Tt seems to me that we have 
 bedlessly made war upon. them, 1 contend that after 

. holding the second city of the empire for nioe years, 
and come forth victorious from five hundred conflicts 

with the Imperial forces, they ought to have been 
respected by us as belligerents.. We had only to 

pedi a Fa praigs.i wns pm them 
ts in their p Hr.ga' 3nd 

[have 

SAINT JOHN, NEW = NOVEMBER 2%, 

so many Yehs. Our high officers will be the ministers 
to so many butchers of human beings. 

“ The second ground on which I object to the put- 
ting down of the rebellion on bebalf of the Imperial 
Government, is the utter inefficiency of that Govern- 
ment. Apart from rebel districts, the people every: 
where set it. at defiance. It is unable to fulfil its 
treaty obligations. Its soldiers are often uncivil and 
rude ; the gentry are everywhere sullen and insolent ; 
the mob is often riotous and violent ; but against sol- 
diers, gentry, and the mob, the authorities can hardly 
give any protection. Treaties stipulate for the tolera- 
tion of Chinese Christians, and for liberty to missiona- 
ries to preach, snd teach, and build chapels. Chinese 
Christians are openly spoiled ; the native missionary is 
stoned and murdered, his chapels are plundered and 
profaned—and Government does nothing. The Gov- 
ernment at. Peking sends out a magniloquent edict ; 
the provincial government issues letters and procla- 
mations. Each is powerless, Christian blood is 
spilt, Christian property is plundered, Christian pro- 

| gress is stopped. All this under the government for 
which we are to spend our money, and pour out the 
blood of our soldiers! This must not be. 
_**1 dare say those who advocate the carrying out 
Admiral Hope's initiatory measures, and the carrying 
on war against the rebels on a great scale, would tell 
us that they do not mean to do so on behalf of the 
Imperial Government without insisting on securities 
from that Government that it will fulfil all its treaty 
stipulations, and securing from it also greater privi: 
leges. This is tome a vain dream. The Israelites 
had an easier task to make bricks without straw 
than we are setting to ourselves in undertaking to 
pacify China in harmony with the Manchou Govern. 
ment. The Manchous have had their time in China, 
as the Stuarts had in Britain, and the Bourbons had 
in France, It is mot ours to hasten their downfall by 

interfering. against them in the struggle between 

that we should interfere in their beball. And 
whereas it is affirmed that we interfere on behalf of 
our own commerce, it bas not been shown that the 

| rebels have ever tried to check our commerce. Our 
green tea and our silk have come for eighteen months 
from districts in their hands. Where they are, it is 
said all is desolation ; but where the Imperial autho- 
rity exists there § Bisuthe i True; because 

| we have been any places where their possession 
of the a country was uncontested. In no country 
1 where war is raging can we expect to find a crowded 
and industrious population. I have tried, and tried in 
vain, to find some grounds on which I could justify 
in my own mind our commencement of hostilities 

i | against the Taepings. There was one fair course for 
us to pursue—a real, impartial neutrality. We 

rted ‘from it without good reason, and 
‘launched upon a stormy sea, not knowing clearly 
whither we are - bound, and not prepared for what 
| may befall us. 

*“It is in vain, I suppose, to hope that there wil 
| be an honest return to a policy of neutrality. We 
cannot help, it will be said, following up the course 
which Admiral Hope has initiated. But the British 

to | Parliament should lay. down certain limits, which 
neither ambition nor eaprice on the part of conductors 
of affairs here may overpass. Let the severity of our 
dealings with the Taepings be tempered with mercy ; 

| it should. not be ours to co-operate in their extermi- 
nation. If we subdue them so as to place them at 
the mercy of the Government, we should insist on it 

mercy. We should see to it also that the privileges 
which we bave fought for and won, and which are 
now treaty rights, actually take effect. While I thus 

| write, I confess that I think we shall find a conflict 

| with the Taepings a very painful, tedioys, and expen- 
| sive affair; and that the attempt to bolster up the 
| Manchou dynasty will be found a very thankless and 
‘uncertain undertaking. Let it be granted that we 
bri ius te pal AR eg AS 
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or a foreign occupancy. 

| Ror hundreds of years since the Christian era there 
‘have been in China anarchy and civil strife. The 
nation has groaned in pain for centuries, until at last | 
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we only aid what was right, China would, by pk 
by, in God's providence, come ¢ a better state than 
it is in at present. Whatever a hation is no 
more justifiable than an ini ih doing evil that 

“I have written much. more tha 
will, however, take the trouble t 

they stand. Information on th 
China is sadly wanted at home. © 
whole, or a portion of what] h 
to be given to the public.” 
These opinions, written 

and judgment, deserve ser 
Taepings, Dr. Legge says, prob 
away from our ports had we atiem 
with them ; whereas now we n 
into a foolish and interrfiinab! 

intended ; ; you 
id my remarks as 

pstate of things in 

3 ‘You may think the 
aid, not unworthy 

ted to negotiate 
soon plunged 

r, in favor of a 
Government too weak to hold hat we put in its 
hands, and in concert with an whom we cannot 
‘trust. : "| 7 

Upon reading Cor. iii 18—one of our 
miniaters rather surprised his 8 on last Sabbath 
evening by relating the oliowing parable. We beg 
to present it for the s ; ,€ - to whom it 
applies; for until we ‘have i vent it 
raining on Sabbath, we can only people 
in the way of admonition. Probab edgar enjoy 
the parable, but do ig a 
“Tam a ra f the experience 

of a traveller wha ali place where 
ght that God 

ell. When 
ught re os 

i evol 

ip | f no use to Woretin. os 
fielouds were seen, 

or if there was of rain, were 
content to be without #xercises, Only a 
few fantastic, ra hioned pe held to 
the belief ‘that they when just 
the same as when : Joined with this 

them, the smallest nid destroy them. To. 

to & wet a morning, 
as I do not wish the dry Sun- 

past sm benefit of the discourse, [ have 
termined ts repeat it this evening.” — Col. Pres. 

Biss Taovears —Astsix. $6. “ This woman was 
Jull of good works and alm-deeds, which she did.” —It 
is here that. the character of Dorcas (the woman 
spoken of in the above passage) appears to the best 
advantage as a Christian. She was * full of good 
works and alms-deeds which she did.” She had not 
a mere reputation for benevolence, but she actually 
did something for the needy. She worked with her 

own hands for them, We read of the coats and gar- 
ments which Dorcas made. She did not get them 
made, but _she made them herself Perhaps some 
rich ladies gave her money to buy the cloth, and that 
was a gift to the Lord, and a good one too ; but Dor- 
cas made them, and that was a deed or did. Many 
have only gifts to present to God, while the few have 
deeds to offer. The wealthy “ladies of Joppa gave 
their momey for the poor, and Dorcas did the work. 
She went out into the by-ways and lanes of the city, 
to find the needy, and clothe them with the garments 
‘she had made. poor might have fared severely 
~without these. . labours of Dorcas; for 
the rich women would not. bave soiled their costly 
garments by threading the dirty lanes on errands of 
mercy. if some one who had deeds instead of gifts 
for God, had interest enough to-solicit their aid, it 
was. well ; otherwise the poor might: have lacked 

food and clothing, 
Tt is proper to make this. distinction. between gifts 

for the Lord and deeds, and to consider the self-denial 
there is in earth, We shall thereby learn that many, 
who have no money to bestew upon objects « of cha- 

* | rity, may do whats equally, and, in some Circum- 
stances, morg acceptable—perform deeds for Christ. 
The poorest cannot.be excused from responsibility 

| here, for, if they bave nothing to give, they have 
'strength.and opportunity to do. In the great day of 
account, that sone will be known by the Judge for 
what they gave, and others for what. they did. 
Dox'r 88 100 Posimive.—~Always allow other peo- 

| ple their opinions; and do not be too sure you are 
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| Rather than It is, "and “itis'ng” “You did,” and 
“You did'nt,” say * It seems to me,” “I think it is,” 
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THE GREAT COMING. 

“ Behold, He cometh !” Yes, He has received His 

commission from the father for the glorifying of His 
people and the judgment of the world, Heis, by His 
Spirit, His angels, and His ministers on earth, prepar- 
ing that world for the reception of His presence. He 
bath mounted the chariot of final redemption. Its 
wheels are moving round. The faint and feeble 
sound of them may be heard afar. Enlarge your vi 
sion, or gaze with the intensity of heavenly wisdom 
into the of futurity»—* Behold, He cometh.” 

Tt is added, ** with clouds.” Clouds, in the Bible, 
are often employed as an appropriate symbol of glo- 
rious majesty. And in glorious majesty the Lord 
Jesus will appear whén he comes. Probably the 
symbol alludes to the manner in which the Redeemer 
descended on Mount Sinai at the giving of the law. 
There, * clouds and darkness were round about 

Him,” and He appeared in terrible majesty, so that 
even Moses, his chosen one, trembled at the sight, 
The same * God of glory” is coming again—com- 

ing with clouds—coming fo vindicate his law, by the 
infliction of its tremendous penalty on all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth who refuse His offer of mercy,— 

an offer given in virtue of the atonement which He 
Himself hath made. And even now, and ever since 

His apostle wrote, the clouds of His majesty—the in- 
dications of His vengeance and displeasure with those 
who scorn His Gospel, have been advancing and ac- 
cumulating over the world ; and in due time the 
muttering storm will burst forth in awful splendour, 
and the immediate presence of our exalted Redeemer 
will be fully realized, * Where is the promise of His 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were!” is the ery of a Christless or 
Christ-bating world. The cry is false, but let us 
take it as it is. Ah! ‘who knows: not, that often, 
when the might of heaven is about to be revealed in 
the sky, for a time before the bursting of the thun- 
der every clement is still? The wind is a breath. 
The rustling of the leavesis heard no more, and the 

posed rippling of the waves is changed into acalm., Bat is 
this stillness a pledge of continued repose ? Nay, 

rather, while it lasts, do we not feel as if the attention 

of Him by whom all things are upheld were absorbed 
in the mustering of the gathering storm? In like 
manner, O ye scorners of the coming Redeemer, the 

present quiescence of the highest heaven. is no indi- 
[cation of abiding repose. An era’is drawing nigh 
when the divine stillness’ which prevails will give 
place to wrath, proportioned to the greatness and 
length of the deepening gloom. Oh, already the 
Christian sees the clouds of the advent covering the 
‘sky, and anon the world shall be lighted up with the 
glory of the Lord. Say not, * Where isthe promise 
of His coming ?"—* Behold He cometh with clouds.” 

Every eye shall see Him.” The nature of the 
advent here referred to, necessarily détermines the 
character of this vision. Hence the plain import of 
this announcement is, that men shall recognise the 

iJootsteps of the Saviour’'s mediatory providence in 
the leading events of the world's history ; and ever 

as these events roll onward, more-evident to all will 
be the doings of the Redeemer, till at last, when the 
consummation comes, and that Redeemer is openly 
seen interposing His omnipotent arm in the climax 
of the worid’s career, the conviction will force itself 
upon every mir, that all along the same omnipotent 
arm has been swaying the destinies of mankind. 
Thus, * every eye shall see him.” 

Meanwhile, the providence of the world is rolling 
rapidly on. The men of the world recognise no me- 
diatory sway, and the smile of an impious infidelity 
sits upon their countenance, as they hear us declare, 
on the authority of God, that our Redeemer is * at 
the right hand of power,” and that all the astonishing 
vicissitudes of the earths are only indications that He 
is more speedily than heretofore converging the inter- 
ests of the werld to its predicted crisis. * Be not 
ye like unto them.” They cannot look beyond mate- 
rial things. » They cannot” ses with the eye of faith, 
as we do, the Divine Redeemer * making bare His 
holy arm in the sight of all nations.” Pity they 
cannot]! But, there is a time coming when they will 
find it impossible to resist the overwhelming evidence 
of the Redeemer’s providential sway,—a time com- 
ing when not merely His omnipotent arm, but His 
whole mediatory glory, shall stand disclosed before a 
trembling world. And then literally “every eye 
shall see Him.” 

It is further said, “and they also who pierced 
Him.” And who bas not pierced the Redeemer ? 
Every one of us—every individual upon the face of 
the wide earth, has pierced Him. * He was wounded 
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties.” Yes, the guilt of the Redeemer’s crucifixion 

| mag, with propriety, be charged home upon the can- 
science of every sinner. 

‘mentioned in the prophecies of Zechariah as having 
“pierced” the Redeemer. And the same crime was 

| charged upen them and their fellow countrymen by 
the apostles of our Lord : * Him ye have taken, and 

| by wicked hands have crucified and slain;” “ Ye 
| killed the Prinee of Life.” These, and. expressions 
such as these, are used in reference to the Jews col- 
lectively. And to that guilty nation sppertains, in 
all probability, the highest application of the phrase, 
: Long, long have the Jews, as a nation, resisted the 

time. They have poured the contempt of ages upon 
‘the glorious doctrings that Jesus of Nazareth was 
| the Messiah promised to the fathers ; that His suffer 

~ tings-and death were an atonement foo:sing that, hav. 

But the inhabitants of Jerusalem are expressly | 

evidence of the Messiah's advent in the fullness of the | 

1g arisen from the dead, He is now at the right band 
of God, and there sways the sceptre of mediatory 

King. But there is an epoch with an era coming, 
when the *‘ Jews shall be brought in with the fullness 
of the Gentiles.” Yes, there is a time drawing nigh 
when these venerable apostates will lay aside their 
hatred to the Redeemer, will see in those desolations 

of Jerusalem that have for ages made them outcasts 
and vagabonds upon the earth, plain indications of 
their ancient ‘criminality, and will recognise, in the 

peculiar lot awaiting them, the magnificent guidance 

of Him who said to them of old, * Come unto Me, 

all ye, that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest.”.. Delightful thought! Sooner or 
later the conversion of Israel shall come. And then 
these long-blinded enemies of Christ, looking back, 
will acknowledge that for nearly two theusand years 
the Redeemer, whom they crucified, has been sitting 

at the helm of the world's destiny; and, * lifting up 
their eyes,” like the ancient king of Babylon when 
his reason returned, they will shout, ‘Now we 
praise, and extol, and honour the King of heaven” 
~** Hosanna to the Son of God! Blessed is He that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
“And all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 

of Him. Even so, Amen.” In apostolic times little 
was known of what we now call the heathen world. 

And hence “the nations of the earth” was an ex- 
pression employed to indicate the Roman empire. It 
is thus chiefly, that the reference is to be understood 
in the passage before us. All the ‘“kindreds,” tribes 
or nations occupying the earth, or sphere of the 
ancient Roman empire,—nations which, at the pre- 

sent day, are for the most part subject to the sway 
of Antichrist, or the Church of Rome,—these kindreds 
of the earth shall wail at- the approach of the 
Redeemer. 

Dreadful will be * the wrath of the Lamb” when 
He ariseth to judge. Then He will be seen, beyond 
the possibility of a doubt, coming in His terrible array 
— ‘coming in the clouds of heavep” to smite every 
foe, and emphatically to inflict the predicted doom 
upon “the mystery of iniquity,” * the man of 
sin,” ‘*“whom (we are told) He shall consume with 
the spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the 
brightness of His coming.” Ah! then, if not before, 
‘““all kindreds shall wail because of Him.” 
——— ce — 

EviL Conpany.—It is said that Sophronius, a wise 

teacher of the people, did not allow his sons and 
daughters, even when they were grown up, to asso- 
ciate with persons whose lives were not quite moral 
and pure, 

“ Father,” said the gentle Eulalia one day, when he 
refused to permit her to go, in company with her 
brother, to visit the frivolous Lucinda, “you must 
think we are very weak and childish, since you are 
afraid that it would be dangerous for us to visit Lu- 
cinda.” 

Without saying a word, the father took a coal 
from the hearth, and handed it to his daughter. “It 
will not burn you, my child,” said he, * only take 
#®r 

Eulalia took the coal, and behold her tender white 
hand was black ; and without thinking she touched 
her white F alty and it was blackened. “See,” said 
Eulalia, somewhat displeased, as she looked at her 
hands and dress, * one cannot be careful enough when 
handling coal.” 

“Yes, trul : ” said her father; “you see, my child, 
that the coal, even though it did not bum you, has 
nevertheless blackened you! So is the company of 
immoral persons.” 

a yr srmerons pa following statis- 
in regard to the effect upon offspring of marriages 

between blood relations, have. been prepared with 
the hope of calling attention to and discou such 
marriages. There is a law of nature forbids 
such a union of. kindred, although the penalty falls 
more severely upon the children than upon the parents. 

Dr. Milli of Dublin, ascertained the situation 
of 1564 families, the heads of which were related in 
the degrees of first, second and third ¢ousins, and in 
which there were 100 children who were deaf and 
dumb. In 84 families there were two in each ; in 14 
fawilies three in each; in 8 families four in ’ each ; 
in one family six ; and in one family of 13 children, 
7 of them were deaf and dumb. He says nothing of 
other defects. 

Dr. Buxion of Liverpool, states that he foung 170 
cases where the parents were related as above. In 
109 of them there were in each family one child deaf 
and dumb ; in 38, two children ; in 17, three children ; 
in 8, four children ; in 1, six; in 1, seven; and i in 
another, eight. He omits to state the whole number 
of children in those 109 families, or whether any 

| other defects existed, but here are 209 who are deaf 
and dumb. 
The first number of the Social Science Review con- 

Sent RT Va MENGES oLTgS Mish. of deaf aad 
dumb According to M. Boudin, the result 
isa v considerable per centage of deaf mutes. 
M. Boudin finds that ineous marriages take 

in France in the ratio of 2 per cent. of the popu- 
; and that of the issues of such 

of deaf and dumb children is 28 cent. 
25 at Lyons, and 80 at Bordeaux. 
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