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THE BAPTISTS: OF 8T. JOHN, N. B,
WO dn’loﬂ, ON i WiSE 'AND PROGRESS OF THE 'BAPTIST
' cuvm IN_sm, JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, PREACHED IN GERMAIN
AND BRUSSELS STREET CHURCHES, BY REV. L E. BILL, AND
PUBLISHED BY THE SPECIAL REQUEST OF THESE TWO CHURCHES.
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| cordit @ seven sermons to gm-g is reasons
ﬁrrb:'iglcyh in his re ious opinions; and putting forth such &
chaiti'of Scriptural efit as produeed & powerful impression
upon his peopxe. ‘he_result was that Mr, Merrill, his wife, and

| nineteen more. were baptized the day
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JORN, N.B. "i‘misnﬂ, JUNE 25, 1868

ehnstmmty. They each in tarn visited this city, and rendered
valuable service to the cause of the Master.
In;1810, seven bretbrenqﬂ five sisters, twelve in all, were, by

thqu'ownr est, 0 (if I am correct} mbmod)byEMer
Merrill, as the. First st Chuireh of St. Johw. ' Mr. Pettinigill
bemg i (ghly esteemed for )m tored piéty and sinceérd devo-

cause of God, was océn Descon, and N, Garrison,
(‘fuﬂier of our worthy Deacon (6o, A. Garrison), was chosen Clerk
of the infant church. '~

This Mr. Merrill, of whom we speak; has an interesting history.

Before he became a Baptist, he was the esteemed of a large
Con ional Church in Maine. Ho e troubled
in Lis conmence on the subject of believers' bc t. “‘He exam-
ined the Scriptures, read Pe Books, mnions
methods.to bﬂmk his doubtas ng the nhdlty
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mpropch jpersecution, . They were called, in derision, fanatics,
newhghts; dippers, utlumam de., but they enduredall patiently
for the truth's sake, and- mdared blmmg fon cursing, and good
for evil. These utions tended to bind, them together with.
increuhg afféetion, &nd to excite wi tham a irit of coustlnt
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As we have said, the iéW house was not opened for public sefvice
until 1818, . About this time Rev. Thomas Griffén; and Mr.
D./Nutter, and S. Lockey arrived from England. Mr. Griffen was
encours to come by -Mr. Stenning. ile was chosen by the
ehtirch to the pastorate; but afterlaboring acoeptably and usefully
fof two years, he was .commissioned by the ¢hurch te visit the
United States, for the ose of raising money to liquidate a
troublésome debt upon the chapel, and while absent he felt it to
be his duty to embrace an open ing which offered in Philadelphia.
The chursh heré gave him dp reluctantly, but he felt that the
claims of ‘a'rising fathily éa“edp him to & more remunerative field.
On 'theé retirement of Mr. Griffen, Deéacons Pettingell and Drake,
with the' dksistanve of other bréthren, maintainéd régularly

ous sérvicesof the house of God, and took care fhat the order

discipling of ‘the charch were not wholly wegleeted. Edward
pd James Manning, Theodore Harding, Antléy, J
Dimock, Joseph. Crandal and others made occasional visits to
city, and were excecdgn ly naeful in promoting the good canse 1
but the eherch remain out a stated pastor umtil 1821, when
Fider Richard Scott arrived from England. Soon after his arrival
he #d8 Ehogén é)‘. The church numbered at that time 65
members.  Aftef Ia ﬂﬂng for some fime withont any signal suc-
cess, he went ofi a t:ollwtm tour to the Uhited States to raise
‘money, to liquidate the “debt. His sticckss il this connec-
tion was-sueh: as'to partially relievé the church from fininéisl em-
barrassment, © His collections amaunted to $1061.
Oxi Eldér Scott's tetirement; 'a young man' by the name of
Denisttioré, who had just:been converted in a Jumber camp up the
river St. Jo ohn, came to the city filled with the spirit of the Gospel.
He was on his way fo his home in the States, intending to devote
lils fiture life to the sacred ministry, By the request of .the

‘were formed into a ohurch, and Mr. Memll was ordained | church he; remained for some time preaching the Gospel publiely,
their v«w The members of this Co ional church conti, | and from, house to house, with eamestneu ang power. '(i‘he church
nued i eha watet tntil about one handred and twenty of | was greatly revivéd &iid ddified.

them w«o ]iémlonl Prewhoa by He ill, on the or some time the chureh was left without a stited mihistry,
tub;get of baptism, Md th " several editions, and were ex- | but received visits from Elders J. Ordndal, R. Davis, C. M. James,
tensively. useful, . I¢ mpod afo nm tiretithstatice that oné do | (recently from Wales), D. Hartis, D. Dunbar and T. Ansléy. - The
~eminently. #o instrhet; shotld, it thé providence of God, | ministrations of these brethren greatly comforted aund confirmed

the church, and added & few to its numbers.

Tn Julf 18t the Baptist Association: was held in’ the cﬂy It
Wi &' dedson' of deep religious interest. After this associational
gatheriiig. * Elders D. Harris and Miller protracted their visit, and
were made the means of a gracious revival, and converts pressed
into the ‘kingdom of God. . Some, who had been expelled were
led to the foot of the cross for op, and were restored to the
fellowship of  the church. Elder Miller was subsequently chosen
gnor, ;pd continded in t‘h1u connection bfor about twc:l {

n 18 dome’ eight rsons, baptism and lettér,
werr:ngdded p:the church. gh an: highly };steexx)ned in Yove for
fm works sake, and much good was done.

111 1526 Elder Miller was induced to dbeépt 4 call to & Baptist | ...
cfmr m Maine, and he ‘was saccéeded in tﬁ pastarate of ‘Ger-
fb ﬁs El:;le!(}hlﬁw Tupper, then of Ambent, N.8. y His
‘m acoeptable, but city life not agfeeing with the
hddtl‘:rgf mher humelf or M. Tup;zr, and from otkeg eonsider-
ations he resigned his position, and returned to Amhberst,

' Ou his tefirement & youﬁ man by the nsme of Enoch Ereeman,
& student of Waterville Co mxted the church, and preached
to general. acceptanoe By the urgent request of the cgm‘ch he
renewed his visit during his vacation incWaterville, June 1827,
an’s leave of absence Co hsvm expired,
and Elder Foseph i the f ghrch be-
rphﬂﬁrmyeo‘r. ‘God blessed his ministry.
“Tn 1828 the Association again’ held. its: with the
| Gérmdin St. dlurcbz The late Frederick Miles was present, related
his Christian experience, was accepted and baptized
Tupper. = Mr. files was educated in King's Qolkgp
Nova Scotia, for the ministr of the Episcopal church, but while
E ursuing: his studies a revival of religion took place in the College
A. Crawley and John Prc;r were hu fellow students, the
the trnth

E.M religion, and throligh the codnsels and prayers o
wlcy, oung Miles' wasd brought to the kno
that his'sins were pardoned, his énquiry was, “Lord
onldit thou havé fue to do?”  He was led to'a prayérful
enminmonofthnvotdof(}odmdthemubmtemoden

vh al d igned f b th "Egucoh”gpﬁ' cfr’ 0{:
redou- { who was aleo desi or a er. in_the

sud . Mr..Crawley, who was d¢ D":l for the law, and for a time
gave himeelf to its' duties, but was ultumte“lv constrained by love

the
at, | to his Redeemer’ to devoté hithself to the Work of the ministry.
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m rtion of those; who were: converted at ‘that tisie in |
L mbsaquanﬂy became. .and several of them |
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ordained by Mr. Lester. . He mvod in St. John
Juue 1835. His credantigls.and ministerial g§-
e

lifications were all highly satisfactory, to
church, and he was inducted, forthwith, into
pastoral office. Many rejoiced and thanked God
that he had heard their prayers, and sent them'a
pastor after His own heatt. His ethident pu u
taletits, combined with a kind st genéfous

give great promise of fature success.” -/ He‘eon
tinued for beétween two and three yedrs, dnd oonw
success attended his arduos labord; but diffieul-
ties arose in the church of » mosti perplexing cha-
racter, his health gave way, sad in Octobor,,lﬂa’l
he left for, his native land.

oY)

AAlid

Such, m,bnef, are some of the most, xmpompt
mcldenu associated with the rise t&mp
of Baptist sentiments in this city. !

10 recogilize thé Nand that has §mde&

tained us'ds & nplb thus far? 8

ful hearts shionld we ‘mike the lan lﬁm ﬁxe
text our own, and exclaim; “The
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Abdit thifty-five years ago, ai 8 an eicbat!gc,
the writer forhied dn ﬂ-qnamtauce with d young
man of ‘fine education ‘and ‘Comhminding talehts,
and wé soon became bosemi friends.: Oné morn-
ing, after schiool, at a street €oruer, he hundedime
a book, which he said he could loan we for ouly
one quarter of an honv, We. steod:asthay eomer
for a few moments, while I lookodvnt the obscene
pictures and read a few, Eagep in. that pellnting
voTuxne handed it back to him, and ney ;' L A
it again; bnt the poison took effect; gin
Tt Tes miark” I cannot érase the effect of ﬁx
impure thoughits which, in thide quartey ‘bf an
hour, that vile book lodged tn' 'ty Hedtt;' and
which; tay God forgive mie, T liartored" there.
I can and do priy against: the sin, and trastj’by
God’s: grace, yet. t0 conquer it ;| but it-is'd thorn
in my flesh, and still causes me gten bitterness
and, mguuh.
Youn men, as the lovers of our souls, l ﬁell
you in al sincerity, there is nothing I would, qot
willingly give to have the veil of obliyion
over Sme scénes and the sentiments of that
rupt volutne, which still hatint me like foul spccires
durmg hours of private dévotion, i the sahe-
g at the commnnion table. - O, whit¥ad

wor dxd that qudrter’ of an hoar mﬁe*ﬁp&% a
soul, which no&;ng but' the blood of 'Christasan
wash away. | Y- men; beware: of bad: booh
and. beware, also, of evil anidns: .
Hegdley, Vicars says— 1, speak: from . heardelt
experience ; I would, gue worlds, if; I, had them,
to undo what I have done, . O that I h;!.d.t-he M
two years allotted to me to live over_
{hat ty phst actions cou]d be obl'ifented
tay recollection!™ **

And J. B. Gough most afféetiondtaly mu-ﬁ_

“ What you Jearn from bad habits #nd i'Bad
soclety you can mever fmﬁ; and iv will'be a

would

u%‘puf w § m and

forget thdt w mhl ve learied

a

in evxl sqgiety—if) I could tear from my mind:-the
?whmh I haveseen and. heard, . ¥ou.gan-
| not, Dbelieve, take awa t.he eﬁqeta(gbqngle
ure thought that has red
;oa’i‘ he;:f You my pra nglum%xte D
6é, you may conquer it; but I 'wiﬂ
 hrogh T cones you bitterneds dnd anghist®
My edrly friend, after m&_in
my ruin, becnn! a dissolute misn, imbibed nfid
mmd,uhs,ul‘gwalyfe& died by
(his own hand. - “Let him: xtht! M?he
standeth take heed lest -he fall.” i «oiion dou
———— e —————— t)
THE BLACKSMITH'S WIPE."
MMm D~ was oné of Ggﬁi‘f ab‘oibﬁ&au
'was Oppresséd “wi gﬁ‘é\'
for . unbtliaviug husband. ‘She labored’ ia.ry
n bung him: to & déneé ‘of his of
without an interest in the sal-

vation pnrehuel by Christ; she .solicited:<the
prayers of her r and the officers ofiithe
church she wrestled in prayer with Mahough
anxious weeks, months, and yeatp. Stl
lxeved that He who had

¢ry ‘of 'his children, wonld no?leave lq a;'”'

dewltw.
‘God “visited that ﬂhﬂ Witk o

-o.auf:fm-puy * Meetings’ Were

!mhnnoun ﬁgﬂ'fo!'ﬁeﬁi&d
of | hﬁ'” and Mrs. D<wss- hoped the time had
comeforGodtowmberbm awid 1o
far from church, she one morning beg-
to leave his work and take: be;
, A0

eweq& 4.!0 d

her.
Jésds. Rbllm hér burden on “Go
he would hié ms ‘e itf h.
After” an ilou? W’m he
tw ‘mildtiess; told her
xgo to elurch.” Bhe
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hmuﬂlﬂh dre She

be thankful. < o0
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