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SERMON 

“fue Lord hath done Eo we whereof we are glad.”—I's. cxxvi.3. 
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| éaid they the he Lord done great. «Ahings for 
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, things for us, whereof we are glad.” How ‘the 
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ehiiatinsity: They each in tarn visited this city, and rendered 
valuable service to the cause of the Master. 

In;1810, seven brethren and five sisters, twelve in all, were, by 
their own est, © (if I am correct} informed) by Elder 
Merrill, as the. First st Church of St. John. Mr. Pettingill 
Jung hi E highly pmsigrg 3.0 for Pa toned piety and sinceérd devo- 

cause of God, was hosen Descon, and N, Garrison, 
ter of our worthy Deacon (Geo, A. Garrison), was chosen Clerk 
of the infant church. =~ 

This Mr. Merrill, of whom we speak; has an interesting history. 
Before he became a Baptist, he was the esteemed of a large 
Con, ional Church in Maine. He t e troubled 
in Lis O3psoiapos on the subject of believers’ rr i. “He exam: 
ined the Scriptures, read Pe Books, Top 1 
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"The mémbers oF dar got Mol 45 endive a soviw of 
Bd persecution, . They were called, in derision, fanatics, 
newhghts; dippers, enthusiasts, de., but they endured all patiently 
for the truth's sake, and- rendered "blessing wy cursing, and good 
for evil. These utions tended to bind, them together with. 
rrp. affection, 4nd to excite wi them v irit of sopsian 
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‘edification of the youthful and'in the conversion of sinnefs 
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of Reice, came to the city. He the gospel 
hod hE TY by the 

— wh py in the work committed cased 
care with commen ene Soma were conv 

| and the church reyley ghreba - wv 

by hu Vi 

‘at that time. rong og ky i Reice 
throughs the country as far west as Yarmouth. ‘A 
i (0 Fagin. ami dpa 4 being: held 
gh 7 Bos pgp wn CELE 
Ab frees thsi Ma 

ver seen or read the Bible. Her 
Ee A en 

Fp i a tour through 
revival was in 

prod 5: 

y 

inte 
rev. wg, style: re post sty a 

“1813 or'1814, at which time a converted Frenchman, by the name’ 
with unusual 

urch to become" ‘its pastor. He. 

0- | These a 

ve. 3 

‘ehitis- | rentlered sich important service to our ministers and churches, and 
‘ear | to the eountry at | 

| debar.. 

: Fm le rd irs 

As we have said, the ew house was not opened for public service 
until 1818. . About this time Rev. Thomas Griffen; and Mr. 
D./Nutter, and S. Lockey arrived from England. Mr. Griffen was 
encours to come by Mr. Stenning. fie was chosen by the 
ehtirch to the pastorate; but afterlaboring acceptably and usefully 
fof two years, he was commissioned by the church te visit the 
United States, for the ose of raising money to liquidate a 
troublésome debt upon the chapel, and while absent he felt it to 
be his duty to embrace an fc, ing which offered in Philadelphia. 
The church heré gave him dp reluctantly, but he felt that the 
claims of ‘arising fathily aed: him to a more remunerative field. 
On ‘thé retirement of Mr. Griffen, Deéacons Pettingell and Deis 

with the’ dksistanve of other brethren, maintained regularly 
ous sérvicesof the house of God, and took care that the Ar 
discipline of ‘the church were not wholly neglected. Edward 

— James Manning, Theodore Harding, Antléy, J 
Dimock, Joseph. Crandal and others made occasional visits to 
city, and were exoeedin ly naeful in promoting the good posi 1 
but the eherch remain out a stated pastor until 1821, when 
Eider Richard Scott arrived from England. Soon after his arrival 
he #d8 Chosen Jason The church numbered at that time 65 
members. Aftef Ia botiting for some fime withont any signal suc- 
cess, he went ofi a eollécting tour to the United States to raise 
‘money, to liquidate the “debt. His stocks iii this connec- 
tion was such: as'to partially relieve the church from fininéisl em- 
barrassment, © His collections amaunted to $1061. 

Oxi Elder Scott's tetirement; ‘a young man: by the name of 
Denisttioré, who had just: been converted in a Jumber camp up the 
river St. Jo ohn, came to the city filled with the spirit of the Gospel. 
He was on his way fo his home in the States, intending to devote 
lis fiture life to the sacred ministry, By the gues of the 

‘were formed into a church, and Mr. Merrill was ordained | church he; remained for some time preaching the Gospel publicly, 
their Bona The members of this Co ional church conti, | and from, house to house, with po ind power. The church 
nued i the watet tntil about one hundred and twenty of | was greatly revivéd aiid ddified. 
them dtr Jsérmons preached by Mery ill, on the or some time the chureh was left without a stated ministry, 
subject of baptism, passed. th "several editions, and were ex- | but received visits from Elders J. Ordndal, R. Davis, C. M. James, 
tensively. useful, . I¢ seemed afo ye tiretithstatice that oné do | (recently from Wales), D. Hartis, D. Dunbar and T. Ansley. The 
~eminently. So instrhet; shotld, itt thé providence of God, | ministrations of these brethren greatly comforted and confirmed 

the church, and added & few to its numbers. 

Tn Julf 18¢ the Baptist Association: was held in’ the ity. It 
Wi &' dedson' of deep religious interest. After this associational 
gathering. © Elders D. Harris and Miller protracted their visit, and 
were made the means of a gracious revival, and converts pressed 
into the ‘kingdom of God. Some, who had been expelled were 
led to the foot of the cross for op, and were restored to the 
fellowship of the church. Elder Miller was subsequently chosen 

to | Pari md opti le continded in = connection prof about smo rm 
n 18 dome’ eight rsons, baptism and letter, 

gyi 4 tho 6 church. fie Ar highly Yetootndd 1 in Tove for 
his works sake, and much good was done. 
In 10¥ a Elder Miller was induced to dbeépt 4 call to a Baptist |... 

chur 5, Maine, and he ‘was saccéeded in  # pastorate of ‘Ger 
hires wes a f Argh Tupper, then of Avtiorst, N.S. y His 
‘m acceptable, but city life not agreeing with the 
Bi ther, bitmaelf or Mis. Tepper, and from pore eonsider- 
ations he resigned his position, and returned to Amherst, 

' Ou his tefirement a Jou! man by the name of Enoch Ereeman, 
a student of Waterville Co vielted the church, and preached 
to general. eptines. By the urgent request of the church he 

Hf his visit during his vacation in-Waterville, June 1827. 
an’s leave of absence Co havin expired, 

, and Elder Foseph ir the fa Starch be- 
ivand on rb pits ‘God blessed his ministry. 

cus Ards ¢ Association; again’ held. its: with the 
| Germain St. 2 Ser The late Frederick Miles was present, related 
his Christian experience, was accepted and baptized 
Tupper. = Mr. files was educated in King's College, 
Nova Scotia, for the ministr 9 the Episcopal church, but while 
plain ursuing: his studies a revival of religion took place in the College 

A. Crawley and John i were ne. 4 3 fellow students, the 
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ordained by Mr. Lester. He reir fg in 4 Jobn 
Juue 1835. His credantigls.and ministerial i: 

e lifications were all highly satisfactory, to 
church, and he was inducted, forthwith, into 
pastoral office. Many rejoiced and thanked God 
that he had heard their prayers, and sent them’ a 
pastor after His own heart. His ethident pu ir og 
taletits, combined with a kind atid genéfous 
give great promise of future success.” / He ‘eon 
tinued for between two and three years, dnd sothe 
success attended his arduods labord; but diffieul- 
ties arose in the church of » most perplexing cha- 
racter, his health gave way, sad in October, 1807, 
he left for, his native land. 
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Such, in brief, are some of the most, Pr. 
incidents associated with the rise "Ears 
of Baptist sentiments in this city. ! 
td recogilize thé Nand that has fas 
tained us'ds & et thus far? 8 
ful hearts should we ‘mike the lan CoE ~ 
text our own, and exclaim; «The Tord 
ye things for us, whereof wo are glad” And 
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. BEWARE OF BAD" BOOKS: 
Absit thifty-five years ago, gay 8 an shone 

the writer forhied dn oh, iid with d young 
man of ‘fine education ‘and ‘Commanding talents, 
and we soon became bosom friends: Oné morn- 
ing, after school, at a street €oruer, he hundedime 
a book, which he said he could loan we for ouly 
one quarter of an honv, We. steod:as thay comer 
for a few moments, while I looked, at the obscene 
pictures a read a few, Rand in. that pellnting 
volume. handed it back to him, and ney 2 Ad 
it again; Y the poison took effect; gin 
Tete Tes miark” I cannot erase the effect of the 
impure thoughits which, in thie quarter of an 
hour, that vile book lodged tn 'thy Hedtt;' and 
which; tay God forgive mie, T' liartored" there. 
I can and do priy against: the sin, and trastj’by 
God's: grace, yer t0 conquer it ; but it-is'd thorn 
in my flesh, and still causes me ph bitterness 
and, anguish, 
Youn men, as the lovers of our poi i 1 tell 

you in atl sincerity, there is nothing I would, aot 
willingly give to have the veil of oblivion 
over the scénes and the sentiments of that 
rupt volutne, which still hatint me like foul fptiites 
Sime hours of private dévotion, i the sahe- 

ad at the Soli table. * 0, whit ¥ad 
wor did that quarter’ of an hoar make pon a 
soul, which ding but’ the blood of 'Christasan 
wash away. | Y- men; beware: of bad: rom 
and. beware, also, of evil anidns: . 

Hedley, Vicars says— 1, speak: from . heartfelt 
experience ; I would, girs worlds, if; I, had them, 
to undo what I have done, , O that I bad the *o 
two years allotted to me to live over 
{hat ty phst actions could, be obliterated fre 
tay recollection!” ** 
And J. B. Gough most afféetiondtaly — 

“ What you learn from bad habits dnd i Bad 
pres you can never on wo Pum and iv will’ be a 

would pn 477 Jo w § m and 
forget that w ich I. ve learied 
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in in rl sqgiety—if) pe could tear from my mind:-the 
ery grim I have seen and. heard, . ¥ou.gan- 

| not, believe, take awa ny) fast of 9 single 
ure thought that has red 

nto heat You on] pra Sek  D 
6é, you may conquer it; but If ill 

 hrogh Te cones you bitterneds dnd anghist® 
My edrly friend, after Ter 1m ty 

my ruin, oe a dissolute msn, imbibed nfid 
‘sentiments, and, at last, as | greatly feat,’ died by 
(his own hand. “Let him: that: for vara 
standeth take heed lest -he fall.” i «oiion dou 
———— ee —————— hate 
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‘was Oppressed “wi rier 
for. oes pat 42. husband. ‘She labored’ iy 
n SOME him: to & déneé ‘of his of 

without an interest in the sal- 
vation nling sernlly by Christ; she solicited: the 
prayers of her r and the officers ofthe 
church; she wrestled in prayer with Ryavaps 
anxious weeks, months, and ae wl ba 
lieved that He who had 
cry ‘of ‘his children, would Rane her te i 

‘God “visited that abies With a 
Av efi Go i * Meetings’ Were 
te oma yor éhgerefor the lead 
of | pri and Mrs. D<wss- hoped the time had 
come for God to appear inher belialf, awid lo 

far from church, she one morning beg- 
to leave his work and take: her 
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ower io d her. 
Jésus. Rolling hér deb on “Go 
he would hig Shi ‘nite itd - 

After” an 4 oo he 
os ‘mildtiess; told her 
1 to elurch.” Bhe 
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be thank, wo. lle mild 
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