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Dear Banrares-—Permit us to call your at-
tention ' to' the subject of Ministerial support.
Berious christians and reasounable persons believe
that men must be called of God to the
Gospe! while tye greit dutﬁo( their sapport s
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the” llbL and a cold, ‘covetous heart disagree,
whére selfinterest is'concerned’  And how many
churches and religious societies suffer irreparable
loss, run_ down, and become extinct by negleeting
to sup) rbt.he Ministry.! = What a bhght-
mﬁemm mglect exerts upon the preoxouo
eum of Christ, and 1 is; -one of the
est causés of the nc removal of Mmmors,
and of distractin lndmg. and unsettling many
%lmrches. Therefore the cause
Hap}, e welﬁte of his Chiirch, and the sal-
vahon sinpers, seem to demand a most serious
mndgtluon of the uuh)eqt.

- Ministerial su is utubluhd bﬁGod him-
self. - Under the e did not
mowdnl'mwbu ected ; they were al.:n-
nuatl bemtiful'l ‘ idmd
the jon ofy(}oﬂ wﬁo ui?l’to t
¥ ewid to thytelf, that thou forsake Fag e

Vlto vest. upon the earth,”

'm perpomal. and

vicar

‘the same duiy under the 1

nwo-. When‘hoonmd r his pu
mﬁgleﬂ arers for s

to p , He

iold them to make nb provx,slon “for fature wants,

because workman is worthy of his meat.”

They were therefore to ¢ & competent sup-

port as.a just reward for their services. God has

lain and absolute as any other

%ﬂﬂd iuhe Bible, and has ordained that the
; ‘ el'should Tive of the*

R ; ‘ﬁ tqeg e daty. Who’does;?:éqom

.l‘/ 's.' H v lwon se u re-

m .tﬂmw wh t mﬁ@ or othﬂn,

nestly compausabe for

fa man such compensation
has Oﬂ‘:::‘% is he not, cousi-
onest, and as greatly d ng the la-

zmh nd is it not as dishonest in of
eaven for & people to Qn_)o{mé !(Horh of

de-

it | voted Minister and not an ad ueémpx
rm’!* ‘!‘ohovmmo!‘jmdoe in'auppon-
the Gospel Ministry it with other

fA:e not the txmcmd talents of a Min-

|5 el Mislacse .nmﬂa be e.tm:e:f'::ﬁf;
oy b e K A
§ :;;ey of a greater recompense than

2 physical becausé they are
Og‘ gbﬁin m‘nd the exemsey
s of our nature. If then,

bestowed. npoq&mnt‘ﬂc or

not dnﬂqmtly

i ki

oc, et.m only w;ll-
ﬂhh&r & veny scanty
It u«abmduﬂy G
2 case , and from
d'(mhmon msd,”ﬂ well
that a mmi- who*ae-

m;;;"
llhwn,

lillolt.

dispen-
lic labors; |

0 'gsame?d“wwﬂﬂtﬁb now

In how many instances faithful, devoted Ministers
are obliged fo leave their people for the want of
that suppdrt which they could raise; and none be
burdened, would all do their duty. + This has pro-
bably as much to do in unsettling the Hinlstry as
all'other canses, ' Then, if a Minister is poorly
sipported, all reason and auvalogy show that the
peaple munt.qxpoctpoo:urmons.uhehhtde
or :;:l) n:;: 't‘o ¥ Hm u“limmg and
ex is spirits are w rage-
ments, as hv.'pA and straitened; and
what heart has he to labor? And it often adds
bitterness to the eup of the devoted Minister, and
renders it hard to le, to-think that after’
the charch faithfa y Tiust leave their fami-
lies poor and penniless, and homeless, when, eould
thev have been excused from preaching the Gos-
pd, they. m;gh& have accumulated property as
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week, and let them down to preach on Sabbath 1

Will He by miracalous power
as they go_into the pulpit !
of like passions and wants with their peo mgle., and
makes it their duty to support them comfortably
and liberally. The relation of the Church to a
rishing world enforces the duty of supporting
the Gospel Ministry. The Scriptures inform us
tnat “ whosoever shall call upon the namie of the
Lord ‘shall ‘be saved.” ~ And the Great Apostle
in continging the subject, says, “ How then  shall
they call on him in whom they have not believed?
and how shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard; and how. shall they hear without
a preacher? = And how shall they h exce
they be'sent " Here the Lord teaches that the
preachiug of the Gospel is the prominent. and
great cffective means for the salvation of amners,
the welfare of the Church, and the conversion
and moral elevation of the world. = If you do not
sufficiently value the Gospel to support it, you
certainly do net view the souls of men worthy of
your care and solicitude. - And you cannot sus-
tain the interests of a Church and society without

Iglve them sermons
He calls men

the livin preacher _How soon_the religious in-
terests o ople will decline, the morals of a
commuulty ecome_corrupt, progert depreciate
in value, and infidelity triamph e house of
God is closed, and 'the preaching of the Gospel
abandoned.  Tn proportion as christians

value the souls of the unconverted and re:‘l‘ile
their responsibilities to' perishing sinners, they
will exert thefnselves to sustain the ministry of
the word.
..~ That .comfortable and hbeql mppnﬁ which
Christ demands for his Ministers is not a charita-
le donation, but a_ debt justly due, and oannot
withheld without injustice to them and disho-
nor to Jgsus Christ. e Gmpel Mimstry is not
in debt.to the Feople, nor does it call for
as a ‘matter_of charity, but of just . due,
el does not come to man to geg but to ncat«-
ter lessings b@badcast over every community and
land. And it has demonstrated, by the multi-
tude of its temporal blessings, that the expense
to support its :lmtmmons i:h::t wasted, ‘but - re-
to t Onors more -
t.ern%:t.d Yel':?how Many seem to ¢ &.Elr.:e at a
Ministet's snpport is an act of charity, and the
Minister himself a church beneficiary. ' His sap-
port is 'so small that he is not allowed to lay up
anything against a time of need, as men of other
professions, and as his own people do. In many
instances Ministérs, on account of their limited
support, are not able to educate their children
and prepare them for fature usefulness, and they
mourn bgonm of their inability to dmlmrge that

eav:l upon them.
dn%la laws wlnchm 'en rohnve to
Ministerial support are just. mgl , in them-
selves, and in nuble to the well of the
Christian Ministry and the Church of God, and
to,disobey them is.to cast repi nponthehv-
Eev ) AN ‘{ toamuufesp disregard, for his wisdom,
tice and his benevolence. * The good of the
ople and the' rropnety of religion require that
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the Word of God. Ferwhen all the résthave been pre-

sented, * the - shall bring the Holy Bible
and say, * Our Queen; we present you
with this Book, the wost valuable thing -that this

world affords: % is wisdom ; this is the royal

serving law ; these are the lively oracles of God. = Blessed s

he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this
Book, that keep and.do the things contained in it.
For tbmn‘olh‘ rds of eternal life, able to make
happy T this world, nay wise unto sal-

' buppy for evermore, through fuith
sUE, t6 whom be glory for ever.
MVMsfohlppnna.

fame, Mslnlbouhht once cause to be placed in
his hand the Word of God, and bid him say that in
that volume'lay the secret of England's glory. And
ean we wonder®hat the public mind should be roused
to indignation at the temerity of that mitred head
who has dared to tamper with the secret of England’s
greatness ; without which indeed I have no hesitation
in saying that our kingdom would soon cease to exist.
Sir, T fear not for the Bible ; for I feel that the more
closely, we are led to search into the foundations of
the faith, and that marvellous array of evidences by
which' the Séripture is attested, the more must we be
astonished at their depth, and ‘strength, and cohe-
rence.  But I do tremble for that man whose incon-

siderate rashaess and presumption pretend to have
discovered hidden weaknesses in the books of Holy
Writ, which; he allows; contain the word of the living
God—books too which were sanctioned by the Lord
and His Apostles; and this enly | will add, that
blasphemy is written on the forehead of that theory
which alleges imperfection, errors, or sin in any books
thus authorized,

Having  offered. these remarks, Mr, Armstrong
begged to move the first Resolution; and in doing
80 he-observed that under the circumstances in which
he addressed the meeting, he was not prepared to dg |
so in such a way as he could bave wished, before
such an audience and upon so interesting an occasion.
In alloding ‘to the Report, he stated that his father
had listened to it in a Committee meeting for npwards
of two hours when it was read throughout, and that
as he was prepared to have moved its adoption, his
son could htvenodﬂml!y in doing so; but rather
considered it a high privilege. He did, however, feel
embarrassed, for having lately been ca'led to attend
various meetings throvghout the vicinity, where he
had'advocated the claims of the Society, his mind was
so full of matter with reference to jt that he hardiy
knew where to begin or where to end. He would,
however, take that opportunity of bearing his public
testimony 1o the usefulhess of Mr. Smith, the travel-
ling Bible Society Agent, who had been referred to by
the President, and an account of whose operations in
the Province had just been heard in the abstract of
the Report. Mr. Armstrong stated that the perseve-
ranece, tict, and simple eloquence of Mr. Smith, ren:
dered him most efficient in forming new branches in
conriection with ¢h®' Society, and in reviving others
which were languishing. . He had Jigtened with dcep
interest to his statements in refereuce to the Society
in ' every land, in the adjoining Provinces, as also in
our owh, and he could easily detarl much which he
remembered of Mr. &mth 8 addresses, which he was
sure would equally. interest the present meeting. Not
wishing, howéver, to occupy too much time, he would
simply draw the attetition of thosé be'ore him for a
few moments to the lmmense importance of the Socie-
ty, showing how that, from a small beginning, it had
been the means of distributing upwards of forty mil-
lion copies of the Seriptures, of portionscof them,
besides assisting Foreign Bible Societies in circulating
' | about thirty millions. mare—in all above seventy
uiillions—in different parts of the world. Of these
seventy millions, he stated thatnearly twenty-six
willions Had been distributed In Great Britain and its
dependencies ; twenty-three millions in Europe ; six-
teen-millious through Bible Societies in' the United
States of America ; leaving only Five million copies
of the Scriptures to Bigat nuxoreb millions ‘of Mo-
hammedans, Heatheps and Jews. "'He repeated it,
five millions among eight hundred millicns. - Did not
this show that, MMM‘ all the society had
done during the last fifty-eight years, as far as the
world was eonearnd. t was only entering upon its
work ; which was that the Word of God might be
jnntom_\'dnid of man, in accordance with the
Saviour's command, *‘ preach ‘the Gospel to every
creature,” The speaker referréd to that principle of
the Society upon. which it was based, whereby it
adwits the co-operation of all persons, without com-
prowise or concession, in carrying out its stupendous
| object. None were asked-to what creed or religion

y belonged ; but whoever were willing to unite
simply in circulatiog ﬂt‘ﬁlioum without note or
‘comment, in the' authorized version in the English
m and in the best versions that could be pro-
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ingef the Society, e stated that it was absolutely ne-
cessary to mumm all those wbo
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the distinct understanding that Ishould be permitted
to do so without prommn(%to make any additional
remarks ; and hence I do not now rise for the pur-
pose of mnkmg a speech, but simply to petforn the
duty allotted to'meé in the most formal manner pos-
sible. T would, nevertheless, take this opportunity
of expressing’ the earnest hope, that wy silence on
this occasion may not be micinterpreted, for I can
assure you that my feelings towards this Souciety have
long been of the warmest and most favorable charac-
ter, for [ have long regarded it as the greatest, the
noblest, the nidet necessary, and the most apostolical
of all ‘the Protestant institutions; and hehevmg as 1
do, that the Bikle, and the Bible only, i§ the Chris-
tidn’s rule of faith, and that the right of private judg-
ment in matters of religious beliefix the inalienably
birthright of every human being: I feel bodnd to
regard it a8 my sacred and bounden duty, andas the
sacred and bounden duty ‘of every profussing Ohrie-
tian; to-farther in every way possible the interésts of

1| an Institation, the avowéd object of which is to dis-

‘seminate, pure and unadolterated, without human
addition anid without human comment, that blessed
Book which contains the eharter of our hopes, and
which is the only dely and reliably authentieated
record of the fevelation of God to mian.  With the
respected mover of the Resolution, 1 would also most
confidently affirm that 1 fear not for the Bivble, for it
rests upon a foundation sufficiently strong to resist
all the attacks which Satan and his mitred emissaries
wake against it. It must, it will triumph, for **it has
God for its author, truth for its contents, and salva-
tion for its end.”

In moving the second Resolution, the Rev. Neil
M'Kay said :—

Mr. Presipent, Lapies ANp GextreMex—In rising
to move the second Resolution, I will first give ex-
pression to a thought which struck wme while listen-
ing to the speech -of the Reverend gentleman who
moved the first Resolution, and which I deewm it im-
proper to withhold. It is that the eneinies of the
Bible have changed their base of operagions. The
time was when their whole efforts were directed to
the suppression of the Scriptures and theé hindering of
their circulation. [In this department they have been
unsuceessful.. The Scripturés have found their way
into every country in Earope despite every effort to
prevent it, and in every country, at one period or an-
other, found their students and their martyrs.  Fail-
ing in this, then, the enemies of the Bible are now
endeavoring to shake men’s faith in the amthority of
these Scriptures, and thus rendering their ¢irculation
as little injurious as possible to existing systems of
superstition and of error. *But we have much faith
in the truth, and more faith in the God of Truth,
and we can maintain our composare in full view of
any efforts that may be pat forth to prevent the
triumph of truth over any form of fulsehood.

My resolution divides itself into two parts, viz.,
the fact set forth and the feelings required ofus in view
of that fact. 'The factis that * Almighty God has
hitherto so prospered the British and Forcign 'Bible
Society, asnot only to surpass the expectations of its
early friends, but also to call forth the grautudc of
Christians in all parts of the world.”

What may have been the expectations of the carly
friends “ of the DBritish and Foreign Bible' Society, we
have no means’ of accurately determining: but fromn
the fuct that they were such men as Wilberforee and
Bishop Berkely, we may concluds that they expected
largely. Perhaps they themselves may not have
taken mach pains to define their expectations; but
having taken such steps as appeared to them to be
daty, they may have left results to God.' But we
cannot suppose that, when a few Christian friends
met to ‘devise ‘means to supply the destitution of
Bibles in the Priffcipality of Wales, they could have
had'any articipation of what has since been realized
in the cause of the Biule,

It will suflice for our present purpose to show that
very extraordinary proipeficyhas attended the opera-
tions of the BibleSociety; and this can be easily done
by touching upen a few points in connection with the
present statistics of the Society.

Figatly, let vs look at the expenditure of the So-
ciely, and mark therein its increasing prosperity.
The Society commencéd operations with an expendi-
ture of £619 for the first year. [In its tenth year its
expenditure had increased to £84,652; in its twen-
tieth to £89,493 ; in its fiftieth to £119,257 ; during
last year to £144,751; and in filty-eight years its
total expenditure amountéd to the enormous sum of
£5.294.489.  Who can leok at these figures, and
doubt that Almighty Geod has: blesscd the Society so
far as its funds ave concerned ?

. Equally manifest ‘is the .prospering.hand of Al-
mighty God in the multiplication of the organizations
of the Bible Society. Fifty-cight years ago we had
but the one solitary Parent Society. We haveut this
mowent in Great Britain 599 Auxiliaries, 689 Branches
and 2763 Associations ; and in the colonies we bave
82 Auxiliaries, 889 Branches, and 200 Associations ;
making in all 4912 organizations cdpperating direcily

great and good work of Bible circulation, Be-
sides all. this, the Society has aided 063 foreign So-
cieties of a. kindred character, and has established
foreign agencies in France, Belgiom, Holland, Ger-
many, Sweden, Norway, Demmark, Russia, luly,
Turkey, and Seuth America.

Bot it may be asked, what is the result of this or-
ganization and’ expenditure ? It is the manufacture
snd distribution by the Socicty directly, of upwards
of forty millions of copies of the Scriptures, and in-
directly by its coopgrations with other Societies, of

.| thirty-two millions more, making in all, as you have

jmt heard from the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, 72 millions.
It is further, the publication of the Scriptures in 163
different versions, 146 of which were never before
printed. Few people are aware of the labor of type-
setting in a Janguage not understood by the composi-
tor; and yet, without taking this_matter into con-
sideration, we cannot estimate angbt the Socicty's
success in this department. . We may illustrate what
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now in places whither gentlemen of the cloth may

not go, the colporteur with wallet on his back and

Bibles in his hand, carrive to the peasant in his bmm

words wherehy he may be saved.

Then let us look dt the aid which this Society reén-

ders to tho canse of Miksione. The Missionary goos

forth, and aflter years of patient toil, he waké: him-
self acquainted with the langhage of some distant
people. By years of further toil he renders the Serip-
tures into that language. How often, without the
aid of this Soriety, would he be arrested at this stage
of his progress by an insuperable diffienity. Sap<
pose the language to be Ohinese, éven the invmensé
resources of the Englishi ‘church would feel the bur:
den of the publication: of hik manuscript.: I the

rmnl.cn fell.mpon some weak section, who found it
i

difficult to provide the £150 or £200 upon which the’
missionary (must swhsist, they uust ‘sink under its’
v:eight. But without respect to sect whatsoever, the
Society Jays hold uwpon any faithful and scholaxlike:
traaslation, and says to the owner, **Give us youm
wanascript and your help in correcting the press;mnd:
we will give you the Bible.” . How often; By such
generops conduct, have the hearts of the my
and-of his converts been made glad.

* Lastly, let us look at the harmonious cdoperation;
of kindred christian spirits from all evangelical deno-
minations it this work. What sympathies have heen
evoked ! what swweet fellowship enjoyed ! I think I
may safely say that Christians have realized as much
happiness in choperating in the business of the So-
ciety as in any department of christian duty whatever,
and that Christian men have et in this work, and
loved one another, who otherwise would not bave
met oy this side of Heaven.

From these statements we may gather that God
has blessed this institution, What then, are the
feelings with which we should review these facts?
They are manifestly feelings of devout gratitude, We:
scorn ingratitude in our fellow creatures, will God
not frown upon itin us? And if we expect his con-,
tinued blessing in the future, shall we not devoutly,
acknowledge his goodness in the past.

Knowing that the reverend gentleman who is to se-
cond the Resolution, will supply any omissions which [
have made, and ably review the whole subject, T beg
leave, with these remarks, to move this Resolution.

The Rev. A. M'Leod Stavely spoke as follows 1<«

My Presioest, Laptes aAND GextLeMen—It is with
great pleasure that [ meet you again at the anniver-
sary of this Society ; and, in rising to sccond the re-
solution, [ cannot give, utterance to my feelings in
words wore appropriate thafthese : Grace be with
L you, and with all them that love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity. We are met this evening as
Christians, and we are assembled for an object:of
parawount importance, as ilis | intimately conneétad
with the bringing down of Satan’s kingdom and: the:
building up of the kingdom of Christ, not daly im
this city, in this province, but throughout the
whole world.

At this time, when the God of salvation is coming:
out of his place.to execute his righteous judgmentss—
when the kingdoms of ‘this earth aro shaken to theit
utmost bounds—and when the fringe of the durk.
cloud of yengeance is seen in thatmuch to be deplored
civil war still raging on our borders—it is pleasant
for us to meet, as we do to-night, in the full enjoy~
went ol our civil and religious privileges ; that we
may have our hearts encouraged and our hands
strengthened, in promoting that blessed and hononrs
able work which has in view the best interests of the
buman race; a work of such moral wmagnificence,
that the weapons of its warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God, to the pulling down of the st!oup
holds of sin and Satan,

Itis, from year to ycar, a matter of cont:nu‘
gratitude, that so lnm.h is being done, both at home
snd abroad, for the spread of the Gospel ; and: we
doubt not that the combined and systematic efforts
which are being *t forth by, this and kindred insti:
tutions will, through the divine blessing,  speedily
introduce that happy period of millennial glory, fore.
told in ancient prophecy and secared by ancient pres
wise, when, inanswer to our too long straitened
prayers, the renovating spirit shall descend as rain
upon the wown grass, and the knowledge of the Lord
shall cover the carth as the waters cover the sea;

If, on the discovery of the New World by Columbus,
the men of that generation congratulated one another
on having lived at such a period, what greater neason
have we to rejoice that our lotis cast netin the
fifteerth but in the nineteenth century of the world's
history, adorned as it is by Bible. Missionary, Yract
and Sabbath School Secieties, Christian Associations,
Orpban Asylums, Ragged Schools, Reform Societies,
and many other excellent institutions, which so:emi-
nently prowmote the moral, social, and spiritual welfare
of the sinful children of men, »

The extensive circulation of the Word of ‘God is,
however, a privilege which has especially distinguish-
ed the present age, For the last sixty years—since
we may say the establishment of the parent :
in 1804—Christianity has been extending  its opers-
tions with unprecedented success, so that mow, itis
supposed, the records of inspired truth are rendered
accessible to about lhree Bifths, or six M ‘mil-
lions, of the human fnuuly Within this period, toe,
Missionary societies, with a zeal worthy of the cause
in which they are embarked, bave planted their
standard in every unenlightened corner of the globe,
that the most debased of every idolatrous Aribg may
be brought from the slavery of heathenism into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. At present,
however, ‘we inust confine otr atiention” more par-
ticularly to the Britich and Foreign Nb\’ Society,
which, from a small begin R has concentrated the
energies of the wightiest in-all sections of the civilized
world, and the sacred Seriptures, not like Qh roll
which Eackiel saw, full of mourning, ;
and woe, but fraught with glad tidings o
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for all people, has been. translated. into. about one

hundted and pinety md:wm
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