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CHAPTER XIV, 

SETTLING IN LIFE. 

Ro things work together for good. to them that lofe 

‘When Alonzo reached his aunt’s house, he was 
‘much inted to find that, instead of plea- 
sant in her any, fy were only two 

rude-looki rls, and a boy many years 
- than hit His uncle, too, was a 

stern man, with a loud, commanding voice, 

a régard him as an intruder. He 
determined on the first.opportunity to change Lis 
ore sn for one more nial ; but, con- 

cealing his real feelings, he answered all his aunt’s 

uestions concertiing his father, the particulars of 

mother’s death, and many others relating to 
the t state of the famil 
The next day he went to Tia work. But be- 

fore a week had elapsed, he found that more was 

of him that he had either strength or 
to . He proposed to work part of 

the time ‘for lower wages; but his employer 
needed a than such as he had been represented 
to 2 a first-rate hand, capable of taking a job 
wl suring it on. He soon found employment 
in a neighboring town, and worked at it for 
several months, in the same shop with a man by 
the pame of Washburn. In the intimacy created 

being constant! nly together, Alonzo told him 
to father had a housekeeper by the same 

name, if she had not already changed it for the 
shorter one of Stearns. This led on to inquiries, 
until the young man ascertained, beyond a doubt, 
that Mrs. Wiishburn was not a widow, as she 
affirmed, bit wife of this very man, who had left 
her on account of her violent temper. She had 
often declared she wished he were dead ; and one 
day he left her to take care of herself and child 
as well as she could. 
The first news Mr. Stearns received from his 

son, was this ‘fact contained in a letter; but it 
came after she had gone, and only served to in- 
crease his thankfulness that he had been pre- 
served from so dreadful an evil 

Alonzo also stated that he was doing well, 
“though wages were very low; that so far he had 
held to his promise not to "drink any kind of 
liquor; that indeed he had no temptation to do 

* 80, as there was not a ram-shop in the town. 
Upon the receipt of this letter, the father was 

so much delighted that he went directly to im- 
part the tidings to his friend Mr. Appleton, 
and ask his advice with reference to the boy’s 
immediate return, for the sake of going into 
business with him. But this Mr. Appleton 
thought not wise. His former companions might 
meet him and entice him to his old Rsusta: while 
at present he was away from temptation, and 
every week his good resolutions were strengthen- 
ing and gaining ground. 

‘ Kee up your courage, my dear friend, he 
said. is the ning of good things for 
you. Trust in the Lord that he will hear your 
peayes for yourself and your family.” 

Mr, Stearns therefore wrote his son that Mrs. 
hime had sométime previous left his house, 

g great pleasure in hearing so good an 
account ery. prospects, and enclosing two ten- 
dollar bills, with promises of doing well by him 
if he continued industrious and sober. 

In a postscript he said— 
“I have opened my letter to tell you that Jim 

Morrison, who used to be with vou at Turner's, 
was found dead last night in the street. He had 
been, drinking freelr, and it is supposed he died 
in a fit, try to reach home.” 
He closed by sa: 
“My dear '.y, I have at last begun to pray; 

and every night, before I go to bed, I ask God to 
help you keep the’ promise you made to your 
dying brother.” 

CHAPTER XV. 
“The righteous-shall be in oveciaiing remembrance.” 

SHE MOTHER'S DEATH. 
‘We must here pass over a period of five years. 

Lizzie Appleten, now Mrs. Lang, and her two 
children— Frederick, named for his father, and 
Susy, for her grandmother—had been spending 
the day at her:former home, from which place 
she retumed after tea with her husband, havi 
left her fiendsin the enjoyment of their he, 
health, 

About midmight she was startled by a Joud 
ring of the doorbell, and a messenger saying 
that her. mother was + dangerous ill. Scarcely 
stopping to. protect” he from the night, air, 
she flew, rather than ran across the street and up 
the avenue to the front entrance. Here a heart- 
rending scene-awaited her. In one of the spaci- 
ous chambers . looking out upon the lawn, the 
whole family sg J ly Mr. Appleton sat 
ed bed, his eeuntenance exhibiting a death- 
dg ar his wife, and wiping the 

dreadful agony 3) to 
JE -hef forehead. Frank stood just be- 

them, holding eamphor to her nostrils, while 
- walked frantically ‘about the room, wring- 

heér hands as she cried out— 
“0, doetor, "don’t give up! can't you save 

‘her 1” 
gees A gtis entered, her father glanced at 
Ey of agony such as she 

es va her emotion, she ad- 
a 2 ide, and took her 
rly It was already cold sud 

began’ to underscand that this was 
mothers 

\ 
= lk” he manly from the room, and in 
SE AH he house threw herself upon 

oi 

in
d 

ale, h face to hers. She put her cold 
fand on his head, and said gently— 

“Can't you give me up, Henry! Jesus, my 
Saviour, me, and I have no sorrow except at 
leaving yout! 
“0 ” eried the poor man in an agony of 
ief, “ put nderieath me thine everlasting arm ! 
upport me or I shall sink! M Blow wife, 
my darling Susy, how can I wa h the 
rest of my life's journey unless you foe y my 
side. How can I look upon your closed eyes, 
and feel assured they will never open more; that 
I shall never more hear your glad voice, nor see 
your quiet smile of affection #” 

His stout form swayed to and fro with the 
violence of his sorrow. 
The dying wife gazed upon him for a moment, 

with & tear moistened her eye, and then whis- 
red— 
“ Henry, remember I've always loved ou, and 

blessed God every day of my life for giving me 
such a husband to lead and strengthen me in the 

th of duty. I have been a poor, guilty sinner, 
Bat Christ will wash away all my stains, and 
present me spotless before his Father. Once 
more adieu, dearest of earthly friends! I'm al- 
most home !” 

Frank felt her head settling more heavily upon 
his arm, and screamed out— 

“She's gone !” + 
But in a moment, with a sweet smile, she mur- 

mured— 
“ Tell Harry I send him my blessing.” Then 

folding her hands peacefully upon her breast, and 
with the words, “Lord Jesus, receive my vol 
her freed soul burst from its tenement of clay, 
and fled away to rest forever in the bosom of her 
Lord. 
Thus tenderly did the Saviour lead this sheep 

of his flock home to his heavenly fold. 
CHAPTER XVI. 

THE CONCLUSION. 
“ But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 

lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children.” 

After the painful separation recorded in the 
last chapter, it was often said of Mr. Appleton 
that he was more than ever devoted to the ser- 
vice of God. He became doubly watchful over 
himself, sometimes saying to Agnes, with a 
quivering lip— 
“I used to feel safe; knowing that when I 

strayed your mother would gently point out my 
error.” 
He enlarged the stream of his sympathies and 

his benevolence, and was always aly to weep 
with those who wept, though for a long time he 
could hardly be said to rejoice even with those’ 
that rejoiced. 

Lizzie never forgot her mother’s dying injunc- 
tion. With filial tenderness and affection she 
soothed and comforted her father in his sorrow ; 
and when, after an interval of fifteen years, he 
was gathered to his fathers, like a shock of corn 
fully ripe, she stood by his pillow and pointed 
him to the Saviour who sustained and comforted 
her mother in her dying hour. 
Many of those standing around were deepl 

impressed by the calmness and serenity with 
which this good man surrendered his soul to God ; 
and left the solemn scene calling to mind the 
words : “ Let me“die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his.” 

His sous grew up honored and respected. 
Harry became part owner of the large establish- 
ment where he first worked, and settled with his 
family in the city of pul while Frank, at his 
father’s decrease, tovk possession of his house 
and retained a part of his business—his sister, 
Mrs. Lang, having previously returned to her for- 
mer home, 

Agnes—afterward Mrs. James Hubbard—re- 
turned after her marriage to the city where she 
had attended school, and where she had made 
the acquaintance of her husband. 

Thus each and all of these dear children ex- 
emplified in their own life and experience, God's 
faithfulness to his ise: “I will show mercy 
unto thousands of them that love me and keep 
my commandments.” 
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