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shall wear the crown above ; and that not their
will bat His will was done apon them.”

Ah! how many of us wonll fain have the
crown without the cross! How many of us
would be content with a bare salvation, with cven
a crownless heaven, just to avoid seme of time's
trials! I once knew a Christian who uscd to
pray, * Lord, keep me from spoiling my eternity 1”
So conscious was that soul of its shrinking from
God’s discipline.

Many bave heard of the old woman who was
very active in the Lord's service as long as she
had health. * But now my Master says to me,”
she observed during sickness, “* Betty, lie still and
cough!"” Adapt the words. To how many
does He say by His providence, ““ Lie still aud
saffer !”

* They also serve who only stand and wait,”

was a thought which comforted the great poet in
his blindness. But other service and most effec-
tual may be rendered to our Lord and ‘Master
from a sick chamber. Let your patience be known
uunto all who come in contact with you. Les your
prayers go forth earuestly for every good cause,
for every soul that is laid on your Leart, , And
when you get aun opportanity of  speaking for
God—and such will come to you in visitors and
friends—O use it as if it were for your life. How
glorious thus to be a soul-gatherer !

“ When you find yourself with a fellow-immor-
tal, whose best days are perhaps past, whose
strong, brave spirit weathers wéll the ills of life,
and yet whose wistful disappointed eye shows
that he has just missed happwness, do you not
feel that no sacrifice would seem too great to
bring him and Christ together? It is ove em-
ber from the fire of Christ’s love that bas fallen
into your once seltish sonl, and has melted it into
the very love wherewith He loves His loat.  One
drop from the ocean of your Father's love has
reached your narrow heart; afar you hear the
sounding of those many waters, as they roll and
find no shore.”

Again the same fervent writer says: “It may
have been a wayfarer who crossed your path ; her
burden was heavy, and Jesus did not bear it. But
now she has begun-to look towards Him: While
you sought to c'car the difficultics from her path,
the Spirit of Love revealed a clearer sight of
Jesus to vour soul than you ever got in seeking
Him for yourself alone. For eternity you Lave
gaived a F}riend.”

Here is some of the work for God that may be
done in a sick room.  But chiefest is the work of
prayer.

But what lessons has sickness in the house—
whether oecasional or constant—for other’ than
the sick onme! Oftentimes it is God’s warning
to the healthy, reminding them of days that
must surely come, when the keepers of the house
shall tremble, and the strong wen shall bow
themsclves, Likewise does it teach patiense and
forbearance to those on whom the care of the sick
one devolves. Let there be self-denfal in the of-
forts of those who are in good health to soothe
and please the ailing person. It is not well that
our endeavours to plcase should be always for
those who can please us back again.  Briog himn
good news ; store up plessant things in some
gg:on-bole of your mind for the poor ailing one.

't treat him as if His infirmity put him out-
side all the interests of the house, and outdoor
interests ~besides ; but tell bim about them, even
where the interests verge on anxieties. . For to be
delivered from himself is_ what many a sick one
needs—to have his attention diverted from his
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