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ADDRESS OF REV. HENRY W. BEECHER, 
., AT FORT SUMTER. 

Qur roders arelfmiliar with the fact, that 
when Fort Sumter was assailed by the rebels at 
the commencement. of the war it was nobly de- 
fended by" General Anderson, until he was com- 
pelled to yield to superior numbers and power. 
It was a dark day for the United States “when 
the “Stars aud Stripes” had to give place to 
the flag of .a rebellion inaugurated upon a mam- 
moth scale. After four long years of bristling 
defiance, imperious Sumter had to bow once more 
to Federal supremacy. This haughty Fort having 
occupied such a prominent position in the history 

of the rebellion, its restoration to its original 
owners was a prond event for the nation, and it 
seemed appropriate therefore that it should be 

so marked by some national @xpression. This 
| was done by devoting the bath day of April to 
the replacing of the Stars and Stripes” in their 
original position by the hand of the gallant An- 
derson. Henry Ward Beecher was chosen to 

deliver an oration on the occasion. This he did 

in his own peculiar style. It has been of wourse 
extensively published in the American papers, and 

is an address of masterly point and power. We 
have been so deeply interested in its perusal that 
we want our readers to enjoy the rich treat of 

reading it for themselves, and therefore furnish it 
entire as we find it in the Boston Journal of the 

20th inst. Here itis: — 

Mr. Beecher said : On this solemn and joy- 
fal day we again lift to the breeze our father’s 
flag, now agnin the banner of the United States, 
-with the fervent prayer that God would crown it 
with honor, protect it from treason, and send it 
down to our children with all the blessings of 
civilization, liberty and religion. Happily no 
bird or beast of prey has been inscribed upon it. 
The stars that redeem the night from darkness, 
and the beams of red light that beautify the 
moruing, have been united upon its folds. As 
long as the sun endures, or the stars, may it wave 
over a nation neither enslaved nor enslaving! 
(Great applause). Once, and but once, has 
treason dishonored it. In that insane hour, when 
the guiltiest and bloodiest rebels of time hurled 

Anderson,) and a ‘small heroi¢ band, stood 
within these now crumbled walls and did gal- 
lant battle for the honor and defence of the na- 
tions banner. (Applanse.) In that cope of fire 
this glorious flag still peacefully waved to the 
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breeze above your head, unconscious of harm as 
the stars and skies above it. Ouce it was shot 
down, A gallant hand, in whose care this day 
it has been, plucked it from the ground and rear- 
ed it again, cast down but not destroyed. After 
a vain resistance, with trembling hand and sad 
heart you withdrew it from the height, closed its 
wings, and bare it far away, sternly, to sleep 
amid the tumult of rebellion and the thunder of 
battle. The first act of war had begun—the 
long night of four years bad set iv, while the 
giddy traitors whirled in a maze of exhilaration. 
Those horrors were already advancing that were 
ere long to fill the land with blood. To-day you 
ares returned. Again we devoutly join with you 
in thanksgiving to Almighty God that He has 
pee your honored life and vouchsafed to you 
the honors of this day ; the heavens over you 
are the same ; the same shores are seen ; morning 
comes and evening as they did. All else how 
changed | What grim batteries crowd the burd- 
ened shores! What scenes have filled the air 
and- disturbed these waters! These shattered 
heaps of shapeless stone are all that is left of 
Fort Sumter. Desolation broods in yonder sad 
city. Solemn retribntion hath avenged our dis- 
honored banner. Yon have come back with 
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looks all over this bay for that banuer that sup- 
plauted it, and sees it not. (Applause) You 
“that then for the day were humbled are here 
again to triumph once and forever | (Applause) 
In the storm of that -assault, this glorious ensign 
was often struck, but, (memorable fact!) not one 
of its stars was torn out by shot or shell. (Ap: 
lause.) It was a propheey. * It said : “ Not one 
Sate shall be struck from this nation by treason.” 
(Applause) The fulfilment is at hand. Lifted 
to the air to-day, it proclaims, after four years of 
war, not a State is blotted out. (Applause.) Hail 
to the flag of our fathers and our flag! Glory to 
the banuer that has been through four years, 
black with tempests of war, to pilot the nation 

be to God who, above all hosts and banners, 
hath ordained victory and shall ordain peace! 
(Applause) Wherefore have wo come hither, 
Rilgrios from distant places? Are we come to 

| exalt that Northern hd arg stronger than 
Southern No! bat to rejoice that the hands of 

those who defend a Jos and beneficent govern- 
ment are mightier than the hands that assaulted 
it. (Agglacee) ‘Do we exult over fallen cities ! 
We exult that a nation has not fallen. (Applause) 

‘| We sorrow with the sorrowful ; we sympathize 
‘| with the desolate 5 hos Spwk tha mig 

| fort and yonder dilupi ity wit eyes— 
| grieved Br wall Reo oéovltind such 

treason, and glad that God hath set such a mark 
| upon treason ages shall dgead and. abhor 

e.) We exult not fora passion 
t victorious ; not for 

¢; not (as we devout) il 

ture revel here. 

their fires upon the fort, you, sir, (turning to Gen.- 

and give thanks. No more war; no more ac- 
cursed secession ; no more slavery that spawned 
them both. (Great applause.) Let no man mis- 
read the meanihg of this unfolding flag. It says : 
“Government bath returned hither.” It pro- 
claims, in the name of vindicated government, 
peace and protection to loyalty ; humiliation and 
paius to traitors, This is the flag of sovereiguity. 
The Nation, not the States, is sovereign, restored 
to authority. This flag commands, not suppli- 
cates. There may be pardon, but no concession. 
(Great applause.) There may be amnesty and 
oblivign, but no honeyed compromises. (Applause) 
Tite nation to-day has peace for the peaceful, and 
war for the turbulent. (Applause) The only 
condition of submission is to submit. (Laughter 
and applause.) There is the Constitution—there 
are the laws—there is the Government—they rise 
up like mountains of strength: that shall not be 
moved ; they are the conditions of peace. Cae 
nation under one Government, without slavery, 
has been ordained and shall stand. There can 
be peace on no other basis. On this basis recon- 
struction is easy, and weeds neither architect or 
engineer. Without this basis no engineer or 
architect shall ever reconstruct these rebellious 
States, We do not want your cities, nor your 
fields ; we do not envy you your prolific soil, or 
heavens full of perpetual summer. Let agricul- 

Let manafactures make every 
stream twice musical, build fleets in every port, 
inspire the arts of peace with genius second only 
to that of Athens, and we shall be glad in your 
gladness and rich in yoar wealth. All that we 
ask is unswerving lovalty and universal liberty.— 
(applause.)—ana that in the name of this high 
sovereignty of the United States of America, we 
demand, and that, with the blessings of Almighty 
God, we will have, (Great applause.) We raise 
our fathers’ banner, that it may bring back better 
blessings than those of old ; thatit may cast out 
the devil of discord: that it may restore lawful 
government and a prosperity, purer and more en- 
during than that which it protected before ; that 
it may inspire hope and inaugurate universal li- 
berty ; that it may say to the sword, “Return to 
the sheath,” and to the plow and sickle, “Go 
forth ;” that it may heal all jealousies ; unite all 
policies ; inspire a new national life ; compact 
our strength ; purify our principles ; ennoble our 
national ambitions and make this people great 
and strong—not for aggression and quarrelsome- 
ness, but for the peace of the world—giving to 
us the glorious prerogative of leading all nations 
to juster laws—to more humane policies—to sin- 
cerer friendship—to rationally instituted civil 
liberty and to universal Christian brotherhood. 
Reverently, piously, in hopeful patriotism we 
spread this banner on the sky, as of old the bow 
was planted on the cloud, and with solemn fervor 
beseech God to look upon it and make it the me- 
marial of an everlasting covenaut and decree that 
never again, on this fair land, shall a deluge “of 
blood prevail. (Applause) Why need any eye 
turn from this spectacle? Are there not associa- 
tions which, overleaping the recent past, carry us 
back to times when, over North and South, this 
flag was honored alike by all.? In all our colonial 
days we were one: in the long Revolationary 
struggle and the scores of prosperous years sue- 
ceeding. When the passage of the Stamp Act, 
in 1765, aroused the Colonies, it was Gadsden of 
South Carolina that cried with prescient enthu- 
siasmn : “ We stand on the broad common ground 
of those natural rights that we all feel and know 
as men. There ought to be no New England 
man, no New Yorker, known on this contiuent, 
but all of us,” said he, * Americans.” This was 
the voice of Sonth Carolina. That shall be the 
voice of South Carolina. Faint is the echo, but it 
is coming. We now hear it sighing sadly thro’ 
pines, but it shall yet break upon the shore. No 
North, no West, no South, bat one United States 
of America. (Applause.) There is scarcely a 
man born in the South, who has lifted his hand 
against this banner, bat had a father who would 
have died for it. Is memory dead ? Is there no 
historic pride? Has a fatal fury strack blindness 
or bate into those that used to look kindly toward 
each other—that read the same Bible—that hung 
over the history’s pages of our national glory— 
that studied the same Constitution? Let this up- 
lifting bring back all of the past that was good, 
but leave in darkness all that wes bad. It was 
never before so wholly uuspotted, so clear of all 
wrong, so purely and simply the sign of Justice 
and Libirty. Did I say that we brought back 
the same banner that you bore away noble aud 
heroic, sir? Itis not the same ; it is move and 
Letter than it was. The land is free from slavery 

“back to neace withont dismemberment! and glary | 

| wide to-day the banner 

since that banner fel. When God would prepare 
Moses for emancipation he overthrew his first 
steps and drove him for forty years to brood in 
the wilderness. When our flag came down four 
years it lay brooding in darkness; it cried to 
the Lord : * Wherefore am I deposed ¥* Then 
arose before it a vision of its sin : it had strength- 
ened the strong and forgotten the weak ; it pro- 
claimed liberty but trod upon slaves, In that 
seclusion it dedicated itself to liberty. Behold 

four million people had no flag. To-day it rises 
and four million people cry out; © Behold our 
flag!” “Hark!” they murmur, “it is the gospel 
to the poor: ik heals our broken hearts; it] 
preaches deliverance to captives; it gives sight to 
the blind; it sets at liberty them that are bruised.” 
‘Rite up the glorious gospel banner and roll out 
the’ m of God. Tell the air that not a 

sullies thy whiteness, Thy red is not the 
ush of shame but the flash of joy. Tell the 

dews that wash thee that thou art pure, as they: 
say to the night that thy stars lead toward th 
morning, and to the morning that a brighter day 
arises with healing on its wings; and then, 

wing flag! bid the sun pour light on all thy 
olds with double brightness, whilst thou art 
bearing round {and round the world the solemn 
joy—*“a race set free?’ “a nation redeemed!” 
ih ‘mighty hand of government, made strong in 
war by the favor of the God of battles-~spreads 

‘to- berty that went down 
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sacrifice on which & mation Las offered up for its 
sons‘so many precious victims, loved and lament- 
ed, let our sins aud mistakes be consumed utter- 
ly and forever. No, never again shail things be 
restored as before the war. It is written in God's 
decree of events fulfilled. Old things are passed 
away. That new earth in which dwelleth right- 
eousncss draws near. Things as they were? Who 
has an omnipotent hand to restore a million dead, 
slain in battle or wasted by sickness, or dying of 
grief broken hearted ? Who has omniscience to 
search for the scattered ones? = Who shall restore 
the lost to broken families? Who shall bring 
back the squandered treasure, the years of indus- 
try wasted, and convince you that four years of 
guilty rebellion and cruel war arc no more than 
dirt upon the hand which a moment’s washing re- 
moves aud leaves the hand clean as before. Such 
a war reaches down to the very vitals of society. 
Emerging from such a prolonged rebellion he is 
blind who tells you that the State, by a merc am- 
nesty and benetolence of government, can be 
put again by a mere decree in its old place. It 
wouid not be honest; it would not be kind or 
fraternal for m&topretend that Southern revolu- 
{ion against the Union has not reacted, and wrought 
revolution in the Southern States themselves, and 
ifiaugurated a new dispensation. Society is like a 
broken loom, and the piece which rebellion put 
in and was weaving has been cut and every 
thread broken. You must putin new warp and 
new wool, aud weaving anew, as the fabric slowly 
unwinds, we shall see in it no gorgon figures, no 
hideous grotesques of the old barbarism, but the 
figures of liberty—vines and golden grains 
framing in the heads of Justice, Love and Liberty. 
The August Convention of 1787 framed the Cou- 
stitution with this memorable preamble: “We 
the people of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfect Union, establish justice, ensure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common de- 
fence, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessing of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, 
do ordain this Constitutidn for the United States 
of America.” Again, in the awful convention of 
war, the people of the United States, for the very 
ends just recited, have debated, settled and or- 
dained_ certain fundamental truths which must 
be acted and obeyed. Nor is any State, or any 
individaal wise who shall disregard them. They 
are to civil affairs what the natural laws are to 
health—indispensable conditions of peace and 
happiness. What are the ordinances given by 
people speaking out of fire and darkvess of war, 
with authority inspired by that same God who 
gave the law from Sinai amid thundes and trum- 
pet voices ? Firsi—that these United States 
shall be one andi ndivisable. Second —that States 
are not absolutely sovereign, and have no right to 
dismember the Republic. Z%hird —That univer- 
sal liberty is indispensable to Republican govern- 
ment, and that slavery shall be utterly and forev- 
er abolished. Such are the results of war. These 
are the best fruits of the war. They are worth 
all they have cost. They are foundations of 
praise. They will secure benefits to all nations 
as well as to us. Our highest wisdom and duty 
is to accept the facts as the decrees of God. We 
are expected to forget all that has happened ! 
yes, the wrath, the conflict, the cruelty, but not 
those overruling decrecs of God which this war 
has pronounced as solemnly as on Mount Sinai ; 
God says : “ Remember, remember!” Hear it to- 
day under this sun—under that bright chiid of 
the sun, oar banner—with the eyes of this nation 
and of the world upon us, we repeat the syllables 
of God's evidence and recite the solemn decrees. 
No more disunion ! No more secession! No nore 
slavery ! 

(At this point there was a loud and prolonged 
applause.) We do not wonder that European 
statesinen failed to comprehend this configet, and 
that foreign philanthropists were shocked at a 
murderous war that seemed to have had no moral 
origin, but, like the brutal fights of beasts of prey, 
to have sprung from ferocious animalism. This 
great nation, filling all profitable latitudes; cra- 
dled between two oceans ; with inexhaustible re- 
sources ; with riches increasing in an unparalleled 
ratio by agriculture ; by manufactures; by com- 
merce ; with schools and churches; with books 
and newspapers thick as leaves in our own forests; 
with institutions sprung from the people and pe- 
culiarly adapted to their genius; a pation not 
sluggish but active ; used to excitement; practi- 
ced in political wisdom, and accustomed to” self- 
government and all its vast outlying paris; held 
together by a federal government, mild in temper, 
gentle in administration, and beneficent in results 
—we do not wonder that it is not understood 
abroad. "All at once in this hemisphere of hap- 
piness and hope there came troopiug clouds, with 
fiery bolts full. of death and desvlation. At a 
canuon shot upon this fort all the nations, as’ if 
they bad been a trained army lying oun their 
arms waiting a signal, rose np and began a war 
which for awfalness rises into the first rank of 
bad eminence. The front of battle going with 
the sun was twelve hundred miles long, and the 
depth measured along a meridian was a thousand 
miles. In this vast area more than two million 
men, first and last, for four years have, in skir- 
mish fight and battle, met in, more than a thous- 
and conflicts; while a coast and river line, not 
less than four thousand miles in length, has 
swarmed” with fleets freighted with artillery. The 
very industry of the country seemed to have been 
touched by some infernal wand, aud with one 
wheel changed it from peace to war. The anvils 
of the land beat like drums. As out of the ooze 
emerge mouosters, so from out mines and foun- 
dries uprose new and strange machines of war— 
iron-clad—and so'in a nation of peaceful habits, 
without external provocation, there arose such a 
storm of war as blanched the whole horizon and 
hemisphere with wonder. Foreign observers 
stood amazed at this fanatical fury that seemed 
without Divine guidance but inspired wholly 
with infernal frenzy. The explosion was sudden, 
but the train®had Jong been laid. We must con- 
sider the iene of Southern socicty if we 
would understand the mystery of this iniquity. 
Society in the South Et SE Mee di- 
visions, more sharply distingu n an 
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a clarified fluid. In their political economy 
labor was to be owned by capital. In their 
theory of government a few were to rule the 
many. They boldly avowed, not the fact alone, 
that under all forms of government the few rales 
the many, bat their right and duty to do so. Set 
frec from the necessity of labor, they conceived 
a contempt for those who felt its wholesome re- 
gime. DBclieving themselves forcordained to su- 
premacy, they regarded the popular vote, when 
it failed to register their wishes, as a sort of in- 
trusion and nuisance. They were born in a gar- 
den, and popular liberty, like freshets overswell- 

ing their banks, covered their dainty walks and 
flowers with slime and mud of democratic votes. 
(Applause). When, with shrewd observation, 
they saw the growth of the popular element in the 
Northern States, they took in the inevitable events. 
It must be coutrolled or cut off from a nation 
governed by gentlemen. Controlled less and 
less could it be in every decade, and they pre- 
pared therefor, secretly, earnestly, and with wide 
conference and mutual connivance. We are to 
distinguish between the pretences and means and 
causes of this war to inflame and unite the great 
middle class in the South who had no interest in 
separation, and no business with war. They al- 
leged grievances that never existed, and employed 
arguments which they, better than all other men, 
knew to be spurious and false. Slavery itsclf 
was cared for only as an instrument of power or 
of excitement. They had unalterably fixed their 
eye upon empire, and all was good which would 
secure that, and bad which hindered it. Thus 
the ruling class of the South—an aristocracy as 
intense, proud, and inflexible as ever existed— 
not limited either by customs or institutions— 
not recognized and adjusted in the regular order 
of society—playing a reciprocal part in its ma- 
chinery, but seeretly disowning its own existence 
—baptized with the ostentatious name of demo- 
cracy—obsequious to the people for the sake ot 
governing them—this nameless, larking, aristo- 
cracy that ran in the blood of society like a rash 
not yet come to the skin—this political tape- 
worm that produced nothing, but lay coiled in 
the body feeding on its nutriment, and holding 
the whole structure but a servant to nourish it— 
this aristocracy of the plantation, with firm and 
deliberate resolve, brought on the war that they 
might cut the land in two, and clearing them- 
selves from incorrigible, free socicty, set up a 
sterner, statelier empire, where slaves worked that 
gentlemen might live at ease. Nor can there be 
any doubt that though at first they meant to 
erect the form of Republican Government, this 
was but a device; a step necessary to the secur- 
ing of that power by which they should be able 
to change the whole economy of society. That 
they never dreamed of such a war, we may be- 
lieve. That they would have accepted it, though 
twice as bloody, if only thus they could rule, 
none can doubt, that knows the temper of those 
worst men of modern society. (Applause). But 
they miscalculated. They understood the peo- 
ple of the South, but they were totally incapable 
of understanding the character of the working 
classes of the loyal States. That industry which 
1s the foundation of independence, and so of 
equity, they stigmatized as stupid drudgery, or as 
wnean avarice. That general intelligence and in- 
dependence of thought which schools for com- 
mon people and newspapers breed they recoiled 
from as the incitement of unsettled zeal, running 
easily into fanaticism. They more thoroughly 
misunderstood the profound sentiment of loyalty 
—the deep love of country which pervaded the 
common people. If those who knew them best 
had never suspected the depth and power of that 
love of country which threw it into an agony of 
grief when the flag was here humbled, how should 
they conceive of it who were wholly disjoined 
fm them in sympathy. The whole land rose 

, you remember, when the flag came down, as 
if inspired uhcounsciously by the breath of the 

| Almighty and the power of Omnipotence. It 
was as when one pierces the banks of the Miss- 
issippi for a rivulet, and the whole raging stream 
plunges through with headlong course. There 
they calculated and miscalculated—and more 
than all they miscalculated the bravery of men 
who have have been trained under law-—who are 
civilized and hate personal brawls—who are so 
protected by. society as to have dismissed all 
thought of self-defence—the whole force of 
whose life is trained to peaceful pursuits. The 
arrogant conspirators against the government, 
with Chinese vanity, believed that they could 
blow away these self-respecting citizens as chaff 
from the battle-ficld. Few of them are left alive 
to ponder their mistake. Hgre then are the 
roots of this civil war. It was not a quarrel of 
wild beasts; it was an inflection of the strife of 
ages between power and right—between amnbi- 
tion and equity. An armed band of pestilent 
conspirators sought the nation’s life. Here chil- 
dren rose up and fought at every door, and room, 
aud hall to thrust out the murderers and save 
the house agd household. It was not a legiti- 
mate war between they common people of the 

class—the aristocratic conspirators of the South. 
They suborned the people with lies, witli so- 
phistries, with cruel deceits and slanders, to fight 
for secret objects which they abhoried, and 
against interests as dear to them as their own 
lives. I charge the whole guilt of this war upon 
the ambitious, educated, plottits political lgad- 

They have poured poverty through all her towns 
and cities. They have bewildered the imagina- 
tion of the people with pantasms, and led them to 
believe they were fighting for their homes and lib- 
erty, whose homes were unthreatened and whose 
liberty was in no jeopardy. These arrogant in- 
stigators of civil war have renewed the plagues 
of Egypt, not that the oppressed might go free, 
but i the free might be oppressed. A day 
will come when God will reveal judgment, and 
arraiga at the bar these mighty miscreants, and 
‘then every orphan that their bloody game has 
made, and every widow that sits sorrowing, and 

| every maimed and wounded" sufferer, and every 
bereaved heart in all the wide 

N08 shat rian gp wishes LBS witness 
wit fin fom of thet awl uf x 

North and South, The war was set on by the ruling | 

to the 
lay upon these chief culprits of modern history | eration of benefits Vek nohits le the 
their awful witnessings, And from a thousand | distinction 

punishment. shall be whirled aloft and plunged 
downward forever and forever in an endless retri- 
bution, while God shall say, “Thus shall it be to 
all who betray their country ;” and all ju heaven 

and upon earth will say amen! (Voices—Amen, 

Amen!) But for the people misled, for the mul- 

titudes drafted and driven into this civil war, let 
not a trace of animosity remain, (Applause). 
The moment their willing hand drops the musket, 
and they return to their allegiance, then stretch 
out your own honest right hand to grect them. 
Recall to them the old days of kindness. Our 
Licarts wait for their redemption. All the resour- 
ces of a renovated nation shall be applied-to re- 
build their prosperity and smooth down the fur- 
rows of war. 
e [At this point in his oration Mr. Beecher pans- 
ed and said—* I will thank the band to play an 
air, and you to get up that are sitting down, and 
you to sit down that have been standing, and I 
will sit down too and rest for a moment.” When 
the band had ceased playing he said, “We will 
now take our places again and attend to our busi- 
ness, and then proceeded with his speaking. ] 

Has this long and weary period of strife been 
an unmingled evil? Tas nothing been gained? 
Yes, much. This nation has attained to its man- 
hood. Among Indian customs is one which ad- 
mits young men to the rank of warriors only after 
severe trials of hunger, fatigue, pain, endurance. 

They reach their station not through years, but 
ordeals. Our nation has suffered, and now is 
strong. The sentiment of loyalty and patriotism, 
next in importance to religion, has been rooted 
and grounded. We have something to be proud 
of, and pride helps love. Never so much as now 

did we love our country. (Great applause.) But 
four such years of education in ideas—in the 
knowledge of political truth—in the lore of his- 
tory—in the geography of our country—almost 
every inch of which we have proved with the 
bayonet—have never passea before. There is 
half a hundred years advance in four. We be- 
lieved in our institutions and principles before, 
but now we know their power. It is one thing 
to look upon artillery and be sure that it is Joad- 
ed: it is another thing to receive its discharge. 

(Laughter) We believed in the hidden power 
stored in our institutions. We had never before 
seen this nation thundering like Mount Sinai at 
all those that worshipped the calf at the base of 
the mountain. A people educated and moral are 
competent to all the exigencies of national life. 
A vote can govern better than a crown. We 
have proved it. (Applause.) A people, intelli- 
gent and religious, are strong in all economical 
clements. They are fitted for peace and compet- 
ent to war. They are not easily inflamed, and 
when justly incensed, vot easily extinguished. 
They are patient in adversities, endure cheerfully 
ncedful burdens, tax themselves for real wants 
more royally than any prince would dare to tax 
his people. They pour forth without stint relief 
for the sufferings of war, and raise charity out of 
the realm of a dole into a munificent duty of be- 
neficence. The habit of industry among freemen 
prepares them to meet the exhaustion of war 
with increase of productiveness. Commensurate 
with the need that exists, their habits of skill en- 
able them at once to supply such armies as ouly 
freedom can muster, with arms and munitions 
such as only free industry can create. Free soei- 

mischief of war with celerity almost as great as 
that with which ocean heals the scams gashed in 
it by the keel of plowing ships. Free society is 
fruitful of military genius.. It comes when call- 
ed ; when no longer heeded it falls back as waves 
do to the level of the sea. And no wave may be 
greater than the undivided water. With proof 
of strength so great; yet in its infancy we stand 
up among the nations of the world, asking no pri- 
vileges, asserting no rights, but quietly assuming 
our place, determined to be second to none in the 
race-of civilization and religion. Of all nations 
we are the most dangerous and the last to be 
feared. (Laughter and applause.) We need not 
expound the perils that wait upon enemies that 
assault us, they are sufficiently understood. 
(Laughter.) But we are not a dangerous people 
because we are wailike. All the arrogant atti- 
tudes of this nation, so offensive to foreign go- 

the administration of its mimons. Our tastes, 
our habits, our interests, and our principles in- 
cline us to the acts of peace This nation was 
founded by the common people for the common 
veople. We are setking to embody in public 
economy more liberty with higher justice and 
virtae than have been organized before. By the 
necessity of our doctrines we are put in sympathy 
with the4masscs of men in all nations. It is not 
our busifiéss to subdue nations, but to augment 
the powers of the common people. The vulgar 
ambition of mere domination, as it belongs fo 
universal common nature, may tempt us, but it is 
withstood by the whole force of our principles, 
our habits, our precedents, and our legends. We. 
acknowledge the obligation which our better pa- 
litical principles lay upon us to set an example 

chical governments can. We will not suffer wrong, 
aud still less will we inflict it upon other nations. 
Nor are we concerned that so many ignorant of 
our conflict for the present misconceive the rea- 
sous of our invincible zeal. Why contend, say 
they, for a little territory that yon do not need? 
Because it is ours. (Laughter and applause.) 

ers of blood. They have desolated the Soath. |*Because it is the interest of every citizen to sive 
it from becoming a fortress and refage of iniqui- 
ty. This nation is our house, and our father’s 
house, and accarsed be the man who will not de- 
fend it to the uttermost. (Applzase.) More 
territory than we need! England that is not large 
enough to be our pocket, (langliter) may think 
that it is more than wé need because it is more 
than they need, but we are better judges of what 
we need than they. are. Shall a philanthropist 
say to a banker who defends himself against a 
robber—* Why do you need so much m 
But we will not reason with such que: 
When any foreign nation willingly will divide their 

territory and give it cheerfully away, we willapswer | ions of this | the question why we are pd 3 NI 

land will rise up and come before the Lord to | (Laughter) At present (for 1 
ghting for 0 

ety is terrible in war, and afterwards repairs the” 'X° i 

vernments, who are inspired by slavery, and under ~~ 

more temperate, humane. and_iust than monar. 
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