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I can see that I grow older, 
And I note it day by day ; 

the following As its pleasures pass away. 
highly eae : At the tell-tale 1 linger, 

ore As with faded eye I trace 

Has engraven on my face. 

And sweet memories come o'er 
Of that brief but blessed tim 

Then 1 hear a father's blessing, 
rope I he a mother’s Kiss, 

"* And again T am caressing 
0 wh shared with me my 
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asm. gnd fire. In the course of the 

‘the hills of their native country. 
A hymo having been sung, 

with immense applause, 
to greet him) 
quarters of an hour. After afew 

worship, and be thought if there 

Ty Mori dol has 

THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE. 

I can feel my heart grow colder 

Solemn tokens which Time's finger 

But one moment can restore me 
To my boyhood and my prime, 

bliss. 
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And where change shall come no more. 

During the recent autumnal session of the Eng: 

lish Baptist Union in Liverpool, a Welsh meet- 
ing was held in Haogh Stowel Brown's Church, 

Nearly all 
the speeches were in Welsh, and full of enthusi- 

‘evening the 
Chairman introduced Rev. 0, H. Spurgeon. It 
was pot the first time, he said, that Mr. Spurgeon 
had spoken and preached to the Welsh, and a 

volume of his sermons in the Welsh langnage 
was now to be seen cheering God's people among 

The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon (who was received 
the audience standing np 

ressed the meeting for three- 
iminary re- 

marks, he said he always liked to meet his Welsh 
friends, and if he had always felt certain that be 
was ‘understood by all of them he considered it 

| was the best audience a man could desire. He 
wished he could introduce among their English 
friends a little more of the emotional in their 

was a little of Bask Mort- : eT EE tn Ke | er 
Sums of £10 and upwards received on deposit, for | might find it more toh to the | 3 

whe recep wil be ivan, bearing tars 4 he Tie of of joer desired to Usisgle’ with the es. 
EE iy ba agreed apo, +o het 4 SalLOrREe | of the ‘Word as much of fire as was characteristic | 

Foi og grr: ry x being 
FE, FIRE & MARINE INSURANCE. | fire from ‘saltar. (Applause.) Heo would 

GA TPS en it ta ~~ |like to see more energy rove aia the avis 
tr ER 4 1 a | L 

TOTAL CAPITAL, 

5 

ves had vot alway rap theese] dg i s such econ 
Hs 2. | promise s presence ought to bave given 

i mr rr pr— ns them, and they had only been able sometimes to 
ESTABLISHED IN 1788. ~~. | keep the enemy back, and do no more, There 

CAPITAL, + « a 86000000, 7 growing, in gertain places, 4 tendency to 
Insurances effected at the 

them 

think that all they had got to do was just to keep 
their ground, not to suffer the enemy to" sweep 

vite away, bat to have a name and a place 
in i, wad co—T703¢ | of God. Now, he thought the time 

dubp, Merch nh — | had come when they should hear another watch- 
GRAND “od il § BM INARY, need sad Jute d a og ay 

: : Cy Meer) vad in the mere ness of keeping the 
Diibe re-opened on the 104 of Shey they should hear the Master's voleyaing, 

Dred. Salesy i | “Forward, forward’! “Go ob to the fight to win 
Al 

incident to a ch 

{| be beliaved, as a body, the fai 

(had been very apt 
| Bask. | them, and some of his Welsh friends 

’ | all 

fing hin fh man hwo 

to lie back on the 

more of the battle-field from the foe, and to con- 
ver province after provinee for King Jesus,” 
heers.) It was well enough Jasow waited on 

often by their pon rn and want of 
zeal—it was very well that they had maiotaived, 

fulness and puri- 
ty of the gospel, and the simplicity of Christian '| ordinances; but the time bud othe when they 

~~ | were not on Ae Sang dn ; stain § 

4 halt“ Atbers had made, bas to make new ‘con 
| quests of their own. (Hear, hear.)  Eoglishmen 
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were always 
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rk | never be advanced by that kind of thing, and yet 
{it was not the most apcommon ting 

ies | whole world. Ministers must make uy 

among | | 

ot, and it was 

ng in th why of’ martes; and yordibw 
i prs Seok people up. Ose brother spoke 

such demomtration and power that he broke 
a chair. He did not recommend sach demonstra-, 
tion and power ms that, but still even that was 
better than thst there shonld be anything like 
sleepiness. He bad heard that red-hot shot would 
often penetrate where the cold shot could «find 
no way ; and he belicved it was so in the pulpit. 
Fire was the great thing. “The God that an- 
‘swereth. by fire, let hith be God.” But let him 
add, hie was quite sure fire would not do unless 
‘they iad a Very clear, lucid explanation to give 

that out of the’ I, and knew how to bring 
before the people. It was well enough they should 
have the most excellent ministers they could get, 
but all the learning poh to help them to he- 
come more simple, and all the contributions they 

t from science shonld- be laid at the foot of the 
eross. He had nothing te live for, if he was God's 
servant, but to preach Cbrist; and though he 
would read the classics, and wish to be scholarly ; 
and though he would read the poets, and like to 
garnish his speech sometimes with their beauties ; 
and though he would study mathematics, and 
would not*be behindhand in scientific learning— 
yet none of these, for their own sake, none of 
these for his own sake, ought be to learn, but all 
for Christ and the salvation of souls, It would be 
a good day when they coald say, as ministers, 
everything they did would be for Christ, and all 
their desire was to la up knowledge for the 
of their people. A Yor shireman, excusing him- 
self for not attending church ‘in the evening, said 
he never went at uvights because he ould not 
stand it more than once 5 day ; and when asked 
why. he said, “ Well, oxr minister is a muff," 
‘an id compared him to a will which, going round 
on Sundays without any eorn to grind, went elick- 

minister, he said, bad got into such a way of ¢ 
| ing on that he could not stop himself until the 

went on clicketty clack, 
clack, ip of Christ would 

the best they knew, they must learn more, and 
they had attained unto some degree of success, 

7 must forget what they had attained unto, 
press on to bpnhivg ob beyond ; for if the 

kingdom of Christ was to be spread, very much 
depended upon the misistels being siskmpag 19 
all in the work of\the ministry. The 
Welsh churches furnished a sonsiderable propor 
tion of members to the Engid churches throngh 
the constant progress of i tion. Might he 
ask prem = ir amar drs and re 
to see as much as ever they 
line of the church? did not com 
their churches as they migh! exist, but they had 
to complain that sometimes Welshmen in Lon- 
don were very different from Welshmen among 
the hills ; that although they e 

fol members of their gh By meh be did suc- 
cumb very terribly to the emptations of London. 
both of not this indjoated that there ‘must 
bave been some of themimeonverted, or whether 
they were kitply baoksliders, hi 1éfvto his bret 
robe x, "But they must ba do ror 0 
about “their membership. He could not advise 

Pp waiting a jong time. He did not 

when 

ye Ti 

(Laughter.) Their 

minds 

might be very use- 
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and some of-them, he.th would bear to be | would go to the battle weak enough. Well, then, 
stuck as full as a pin-cu before they would | sappos 5 frre to be humble, quickened, awaken- 
wake op. (Laughter) wage he saw certain | ed, full of fire, fall of Christian matter, and deter- 
men get one eye vpen, andl he said, * That will | mined to preach thé , and have a living 
do ; he has one eve opet?® But while be was | charcis, what was to come of it§ They must 
trying at the other, that one shut again, and back | have a revival of religion. The Archbishop of 
the man went again intd the same kind of slam- | Southwark bad issued an admonition to all the 
ber. He meant by that, that whilst they were | Popish churches to pray for his holiness the 
wide enough awake after the world and after | Pope, who was getting into low water. The 
gain, they were not wide enough awake to win | priests of Baal had set up their altar: let them 
souls to Christ. Jingle ea in some 's | cut themselves with knives: let them go thiongh 
ears so gently that sears a.mouse could hear if, { their penances, and pray as they woald—he felt 
and they would be up.and after it; but let the | half inclined to ay 10 them, “Cry alond to the 
soul ery with a ery: thay might awake even the | Virgin, aud may she help you, and much 
bottomless pit, their was as stone to it— | may you get out of it ;” but let Christians set up 
calloas and indifferent 10it—and they not world- | their altar, and if there were one Elijah in the 

| lings, but Christians! They were pot | band who knéw how to intercede with God, that 
awake. was uo doing any good in such an | one: Elijah might stand by the altar and say, 
age as this, uoless it were red-hot It was | * The God that answereth by fire, let him be 

God, and his faith be justified,” And if one 
Elijah could do this, afterwards eover the 
eavens with clonds, so that there was an aband- 
age of rain, what might they not expect if every 
wap and woman throughout Eungla Id join 
in prayer on tht particalar day, and should ¢ 
unto with “one” exceedin mighty cry, « 3 
God, make bare thine arm, wid visit thy church- 
és, and let the blessing come I” Would he refuse 
them ! Had he ever refused them? Would he 
deny them? Was it possible, when they sought 
bis glory humbly and simply, and with no mo- 
tive vut the exténcion of iA trath and the glory 
of His name, that He would shut heaven’s door 
against them ¥ Oh, might that day see them all 
on their knees; and he was sure it would see God 
lling op the windows of heaven and pouring a 

Siiiwing: Sarton. Ob, if God would but bless 
them ; if their Father who was in heaven would 
but make them feel what they professed to be- 
lieve ; if He would make that real to them which 
was often in the creed but nof in the heart ; if 
He would help them to weep over their dear 
friends dnd relatives who were not saved ; if 
He would help them 'to make it a solemn 
matter of prayer that He would bless 
their neighbours and their townsmen ; and if He 
would make them cry because they had a terrible 
burden upon them, there would be hope for Eng- 
land. . It was very customary to say at all times 
that we were living in a crisis. He supposed 
every day was a crisis of a certain sort.; but if 
they would step now into & large proportion of 
thie churches of the Episcopalian sect they would 
find them heathens, worshipping their stocks 
and stoves—fof it was little better. Ouly the 
last week and the week before, if théy had gone 
into handreds of churches they would have seen 
them gariished and checked out so that they 
would havé believed them to be flower shows, - 
and would never have conceived that they were 
places for the worship of God. They wld have 
seen mammeries performed which would have 
disgusted. their sires, and which would make 
ther feel like Oliver Cromwell when he dashed 
his hut down and said, “ Why, I have heard flat 
Popery at Bt. Paul's Crose.” People now ‘were 
quite pleased with that sort of thing. The azdre 
scales of the serpent were so beautiful that they bad 
tanght them to put their bande on the ticle of the 

sod p , the cockatrice’s den, acd England 

had been long patience with this national church 
of ours, and there had been true love between 
the dissenters and the. godly init; and in the 
days when the Revolution happened, and James 
offered liberty to the dissenters, it was no mean 
thing for them to say of their sircs that when 
they believed that Popery ‘would be benefitted 
by it they would not accept that liberty, but they 

{joined heart and soul with the évangelical party 
| of the church and saved England then. There 

could to the discip- | had been no gratitede for that, (Hear, hear.) 
in of | Their return had been a lodg series of oppression 

and insult, aud little else ; avd “now phe evange- 
licals cried in vain for help iu their amr The 
little evangelical y ‘might say, “ Will you 
help us P Their arr thew. be th No; if you 
were true and caine out, we would receive you 
as-our most earnest and loving REMBINE: (Loud 
applanse.) As long us you remain in the com- 
menion ) the Established Church it is no infer- 
est of ours what becomes of you. If you will 
still persist in keeping ii communion with the 
abominations of that church you must take ‘the 
ei pn as before God you will be respon 
sible for then.” Bat'it ‘was an awful thing; it 
was dreadful to believe that the “vitality of that 
church now seemed to be going not towards mo- 
derate ion em but towards Sseongh howd 

pery. . In fact, in‘sume respects they even ex- 
pi ey fte Papists, and the ery of Christians 
should now be “ delenda est Carthago.” Tt must 
ba desizoved, not reformed. Taey did not go 
now for the abolition of 
form of the 

© whol 
It 

bi 

uttérl 
% a ' They weit for thie sweeping 

‘that ir on * rise 

‘he spe sed Apo ds fry e conld 
[pat them down in the midst of some of their 
| London churches and letthem smell the incense 

processions and mark the 
of bread which they put 
_wonld feel they must come 
(Applause) How well the 
ou gpder Martin Lather antil 
it. “The kings Rand ‘was 

tofsla or ‘king's evil ; he be- 

ve 

SET 

of ‘the |« 

it Mh the old 

church rates and the re- 
ke er Book ; ‘they wert indifferent 

desolation—=the antichrist of 

It ‘never went fur- | 

the heart of Whales might be touched by the hand 
of God's Spirit, and give forth such words as had 
vot been heard for many a day ; that the Lord 
would grant that her mountains might drop with 
the wine of His Spirit, and her little hills melt 
with the benediction of His presence; that her 
very valleys might run with the milk of the gos- 
pel, and her liills drop with the honey of His 
grace. (Loud applause.) 
The proceedings wereshortly afterwards brought 

to a close. 
-_ 

ALTING'S CONCESSIONS FOR IMMERSION. 

Alting was professor of theolugy and the ori- 
ental langoages, at the University of Groningen, 
Germany. He was a prodigy of learning. Five 

| hoge folio tomes contain his writings, * theolo- 
gical, analytical, practical, problematical, and 
philosophical.” Only think of his “ Commenta- 
ry on Romans,” consisting of eighteen hundred 
and ‘eighty-four sach ‘pages, written with the 
conciseness of which the Latin tongue is capa- 
ble | He seems toleave little more to be said on 
this epistle. 

If many of the German theologians are too 
philosophical and dreamy, they are by no means 
shackled in giving utterance to the conclusions 
to which their learning and research conduct 
them. This is seen in the open way in which 
Alting, a professed affasionist, speaks of immer- 
sion as the mode of baptism. e call attention 
to his concessions on this subject, found, first, 8 
his “ Exegotical Analysis of the Catechisno 
the Palatinate,” and, secondly, in his “ Commen- 
tary on°Romans ;” or rather, we will blend all he 
has said in'one series of statements. 
The fact he expresses in several different ways: 

“ Baptism was formerly performed by immersion.” 
ain, he says, it was not accounted baptism, 

“if the least particle of the body was not im- 
mersed ;” and to be, if possible, more explicit, 
he appends an exegetical remark to the effect 
that the whole body must be moistened with wa- 
ter. In another place, he says that ** the apostle 
means a baptisin which consists in the immer- 
sion of the whole body.™ Now, as the statement 
of this man, who practised pouring for baptism, 
there can be no mistake ; we have give his'mean- 
ing withont addition thereto. Surely a wayfar- 
ing man peed not err therein. 
‘From this statement we proceed to his argu- 

ment to prove this position. Read, mark, learn 
and inwardly digest it. : 

1. “ Baptizo means to immerse, to plunge, to 
wash ; it : xs an immersion, and a'washing, 
which 1s the result of immersion.” The reider 
will observe that baptize, according to this defi- 
nition, does not mean any kind of washing, but 
a washing resulting from immersion. We must 
ust eaation here in instructing our flocks ; for 
while we admit that baptizo means to wash, (as 
indeed it does,) our opponents will carry this 
‘meaning beyond its true bounds, and bring for- 
ward the sophism, that a person may wash the 
bands by ouring water, or having it poured, on 
them, * Wysh" embraces a larger sphere thao 
“ baptize ;" hence baptiems is washing, bat wash- 
ing of all Kind&"is not baptism. : 
2. Alting employs, as unother argument, the 

Jocalities where the rite was beigialty sdiinis- 
terad. John buptized in Jordan. John was b 
bm in Enon; near to Salim, because there was 
much ‘water there. The apostles also baptized at 
this very place, for the very same reason. Joba 
iii, 22, 23. ‘Let these verses be ‘read in connec- 
tivn : “ After these things, Jesus and his disci- 
ples came into the land of Judeéa ; and there he 
tarrjed with them, and baptized ; and John also 
md, ll in Enon,” ete. Also, Acts xvi. : 
‘“ And on the Sabbath we went out of the city 
by a'river side, * * * * ® 454 Lydia's 
heart was opened; and when she was bap- 
tized,” etc. 

3. He also adduces the figurative allusions to 
this ordinance. “ To this mode of performing 
the rite, corresponds the siguification of Romans 
vi. 4: ¢ Therefore we are buried with him 
(Christ) by baptism into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of ‘the Pather, even so we also should walk in a 
new life.” ” On this verse 'Alting labors in six 
pages of commentary, from which we extract the 
ollowing : * Baptism, according to the testimo- 
oy of Paul in this passage, represents three 
things : the death, the burial, and the resurection 
of ‘Christ. * * * Quar union with Christ is 
both known, shadowed forth and sealed by bap- 
tism, which was administered by immersion.  * 
It is that union wherein we are immersed (plun- 
ed) into Jesus Christ, so that to ¢évery one who 
es been baptized, it is sigoified "that Christ is 
his Saviour.” = He «also maintains that Gal. iii. 
27, must be interpreted in reference to immer- 
sion, as the wmode of performing the baptismal 
rite, And does vot the judgment of the learned 
entirely ¢ with the notion that a child forms 
as he reads the language ! “As ‘many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.” © So much for this third argument. 

4. Noris the fourth less cogent. Formerly, 
isteries or fonts were large enough for im- 

mersion tobe performed therein ; not like those 
‘of latter times. "We again translate ‘the profes- 
sor's words : * Biptism was performed by im- 
mersion, and therefore it was administered in ri- 
vers or in spacious baptisteries near or in the 
plages .of worship. So Ia were these fonts, 
that, aceording to Socrates Seholasticus, (Chureh 
gt appewes 7, chapter 17,) the Greeks callea 
p a ig i rig gm baths).” ln anoth- 
ef place lic expresses thie su of this iu dif- 
ferent, Janguage. ‘Tn cdrroborating his interpre- 
tations of the figurative allusions to immbdesion, 
Row, vi, 4, he says that * the baptisteries in the 
churches were large in which they baptized by 
Finmersion.”' Socrates, ‘whom. Alting follows, 
was a Greek, a lawyer of Canstantinople. Con- 
pie Se Church History, one has remarked : 
*Y id fog esteem as one of those 

grigiast origina nts which can be relied on, for 
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Supposing baptism to be for the remission of 
sins, persons deferred it as long as possible ; and, 
when in sickness or in prospect of death, they 
sought baptism, being unable to undergo immer- 
sion, they had water ponred upon them, Bat it 
was doubtful whether this was legitimate bap- 
tism. Cyprian himself so regarded 1t, that he 
did not condemn those who opposed pouring, 
wor did be think that it should be employed pro- 
miscuously with immersion, in the case of per- 
sdbs in health.” -Alting also gives, in another 
part of his writings, this account of the matter : 
“ Whey it was doubted whether pouring or 
sprinkling was a legitimate buptism, Cyprian 
tried to allay this doubt ; bat he employed, in so 
doing, neither apostolic testimony nor. apostolic 
example ; he merely argued from the sprinklings 
practiced under the Old Testament, and also said 
that the grace of God was made to depend on the 
quantity of water u:#d in baptism! ! Moreover, 

baptisin, that a person thus baptized, was not to 
be dgain baptized by imsnersion.” 

# pao a3 
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BEAUTIFUL OLD AGE. 
Mrs. Sigourney, in her book “ Past Meridian,” 

Just published, gives the following charming pie-, 
ture of a contented and virtuous old age : 

I once knew an aged couple, who for more than 
sixty years had dwelt in one home, and with one 
heart. Wealth was not theirs, nor the appliances 
of luxury, yet the plain house in which they had, 
80 long lived was their own, Humible in every 
appointment, that they might be free from debt, 

sitions, for it was felt that they set a right ex 

remembrance from friends—and all who Knew 
them were frien \s—awakened the fresh warmth of 

goods was small, benevolence, being inkerent in 
their nature, found frequent expression. Alway 
they bad by them some book of slight expense, 
but of intrinsic value, to be given as a guide to 
the ignorant or the tempted. Cordials also, and 
simple medicines for debility or incipient discase, 
they distributed 10 the puor—for they were skil- 
ful in extracting thE spirit of health from’ herbs, 
and a part of the garden, cultivated by their 6wn 
hands, was a dispensary,” Kind, loving words 
had they for all—the fulness of their heart's eons 
tent brimming over in bright drops to refresh 
those around. 

That venerable old man, and vigorous, his tem- 
ples slightly silvered, when more than four-score 
years bad visited them, bow freely flowed forth 
the melody of his lending voice, anid the sacred 
strains of public worship! His favorite tunes of 
Mead and Old Handred, wedded to these simple, 
sublime words— ; 

“ While shepherds watched their Socks by night,” 
and 

“ Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,” 

seem even now to fall sweotly, as thoy did 
my childish ear, These and similar ancient har- 
monies, mingled with the devout prayers that 
morning and evening hallowed his home and its 
comforts ; she, the loved partaer of his days, be 

often sole auditor. Fmr one censer, rose’ 
"4 3 Av Ala 2 4 

that it was “ new every morning, abd fresh every 
evening.” 
By the clear wood fire, in winter, sat the aged 

wife, with serene brow, skilfully busy in prepara- 
tion or repair of garments as perfect neatness and 
economy dictated,” while by the evening lamp 
beg bright kuittig@ needles moved with gnicken- 
ed zeal, and she remembered the poor child, or 
wasted invalid, in some cold apartent, for 
which they were to furnish a substantial cover- 
ng. 

NH the latter years of life, their childless abode 
was cheered by the presence of a young orphan 
relative. She grew under their shadow with great 
delight, conforming with pliant heart to their 
wishes and to the pattern of their godly simpli- 
city. When they were seated together, she read 
to them such books as they chose, and treasured 
their Christian counsel. Her voice in the moru- 
ing was to them as the carob of the lark they 
seemed to live again a new life in her young life. 
She was to them * 'ike ‘the rose of Sharon and 
the lily of the valley.” 

Love for the sweet helplessness of unfulding 
years seemed to increase with their own advanc- 
ing age. Little children, who knew by instinct 
where love was, would draw near them, and stand 
lamb-like at their side. Thus they passéd on, 
until more than vinety years had been numbered 
to them. They were not weary of themselves, 
or of each other, or of this “beautiful” world, 
Neither was time weary of bringing them letter 
by letter, thie full alphabet of serene happiness, 
aad when extreme old age added the Omega, 
they were well educated to ‘begin the bliss of 
eternity. ~~ . 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM ALLIANCE. 
The United Kingdom Alliance held its #bnual 

meetings at Manchester on Tuesday. These in- 
cluded a brbakfast meeting, a conference of mem- 
bers of the council, and a public meeting. The 
breakfast took place in the drawing room of the 
Erée Trade Hall, and was largely attended. The 
assembly-room was filled during ibe day, maialy 
with the members of the council. The chair was 
taken by Mr. Wilfrid Lawson, in the absence, 
through doinestic bereavement, of Sir "Walter 
Trevelyan, the president. Resolutions were pass- 
ed, and speechics made by the chairman, Mr. Bea- 
jamin Whitworth, M. P.; tlie Hon. Neal Dow, of 
Maine ; the Hoa. 8. L. Tilley, Prime Minister of 
New Brunswick; the Baro: ee Lynden, Cham- 
berlain to the King of H ; the. Hoa, 
Lelavd Noel; Rev. Wm. N. Molesworth ; 
Egort Chatlion, of Bristol ; Mr. Vivian, of Te 

uly ; Prof. Newman, of Londow; Aldérm 
Muarvey, of Salford; Mr. Samuel Pope, a 

others. The report of the executive; od by 
the council, gave details of the operations of ‘thie 

ear, and allusions to circumstances 
Ds Chenoa onestan The cs thc or ie 
year showed a total of £12,000, with a balan 
of £1,400; oi the £50,000 five 's guaran! 

he gave out to those who ¢ensured this mode ‘of * 

they were respected by people in the vb. ed ui 

ple in all things. - Every httle gift or tbked of ! 

gratitude. Though their portion of this world’s 

5 

God's goodness palled not on their spirits ber 
cause it had been long continued. They rejoiced 

«tr 

Fo 
a
m
N
Y
 2
 

REX 

# 


