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p. M. After a deep
Association was callyed to order b

derator of last year, and brganizeg
the following

seats with the

To Superintend
WOQ : m..—n«:'ﬁv A. Coleman, J.
On'. ‘Missions—Revs, G. M. W, Carey, ‘C. Spurden, D. D., and'B. F.
Rattray =" °. . 211 r i ;
On_Sabbath Schools~Rev. B. F. Rattray, Rev. E. C. Cady, R. Whitney,

fa- |- ,and G, F. Miles,

-
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fast the form of sound words.”—
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Vof‘lvv'., No. h; Whole No. 196.

MINUTES.

NewcastLe, MmraMion:, Sept. 20th, 1866.

Association met

cers, viz.:
Rev. W. M. Epwaros, Moderator ;
“ E. C. Cavy, Clerk ;
“ B.F. Rarrray, Asst. Clerk;
Jorx H. Haroixa, Treasurer;
Dxuacox M. Franows, Asst. Treasurer.

Prayer was offered by Rev. G. M. W. Carey.

The following visiting

ssociation, viz.:

Fnrshant to adjonrnment, at 2 o’clock,

interesting religious Conference, the
v. E. Hickson, Mo-
by the appointment of

Brethren were invited to take

Rev. G. F. Miles, of Nova Scotia; Rev. W. At Coleman; Rev. E.'N. Archi-

bald, of P. E. Island.

Committees as follows were appointed :

On Arrangements—Rev, E. Hickson, John H, Heslingr@®ise Harding, Wm.
Grimley, Deacon A. Vaughan.
.iv%m-adrnll’#n—i E. Hopper, Rev. G. F. Miles, and Rev. G. M.
. Caréy, 8]

On Cireular Letter—Dr. Spurden, Brethren Robert Wasson and Burke

Atchibald. i

Minutes—Revs. E. C. Cady, and B. F. Rattray.

‘Ouﬂom.viua'ou—lovl. E. C. Cady, George Burns, E. Hickson, J. E. Hop-

Printing
H

Vye.

Joseph Dumiphey
°‘&"‘m’l’:’ Vi G. M. 'W. Caréy, Dr. 8p

Toger,and Bro. Joseph Sloot.

On Education—Bro. J. H. Harding, and Revs. J. E. Hopper, Dr. Spurden, E.

N. Archibaid, G. F. Miles, B. F. Rattray, and E. Hic
On New Churches—Rev. E. Hickson,

ﬂloz:md G C. Berryman.

M. Brethren Joseph

—Revi G. F. Miles, George Burns, W. H. Beckwith, B. F.

Rattray, and Brother John U
On Union Societies—Revs. O, Spurden, D. D.,’
bdg,.l. Tozer, Br;dmn

and E. H :
To Prepare Digest of Letiera—J, E. Hopper.

and

George Burns, E. N. Archi-
Grimley, Sloof Travis.
rethren—Revs, C. Spurden, W. A. Coleman, B. F. Rattray

Trurspay Evexine Session.

Sermon b
Lord in the beauty of holincss.”
ing of the letters commenced.
Adjourned by prayet.

Rev. J. E. Hopper. Text: “ Worship the

Frmax MorNivg Slhsm;n, 10 o’elock, Sept. 21.

The introductory sermon wae preached by Rev. O:
den, D. D. Text, Jude, 3d verse: ‘““ Contend earn

the faith once delivered to the saints.”
Moderator took the-Ghair.
Prayer-by Rev. J. Tozer.
Minutes read and approved.

+

Spur-
estly for

Resolved—That Dr. Bpurden be requested to give the
substance of his introductory sermon for publication in. the
Chwistian Visitor, and in pamphlet form ; and that Revs. I.
E. Bill'and E. C. Cady be a Committee to superintend and

procure funds for printing.

+ Reading of letters concluded
Committee on Temperance _
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. Adopted. The discussion on the

a public meeting of the members of
the Sons of T
Sept. 24.

GEO. F. MILES, Chairman.

rt was deférred to
_ e Association with
emperance, to be held on Monday evening,

Frioay AxrerNooN Sgssion, 2 o’clock, P.u.

. Moderator in the Chair.
Prayer by Rev. H. Charleton.
Committee on New Churches reported : —

there

While weare ever happy to extend the hand of fellowship m
t:

hes, however small their number ; yet we

places such as Missi
act
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1o chur here it . ]
Fresiads. Js fopm. e 'I"r' u.n.?;u
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esville Church was then réad,

wship extended by the Moderator- to

and

| eailled for at the

JOHN, N. B., THURSDAY, OCIOBER 4,

was presented by Rev. E. C. Cudy, followed by addresses
from Brethren Tozer, Charlton, Archibald, Qarey and May.
Adjourned. Prayer by E.-C. Cady.

Saturpay MorNING.

Prayer meeting at 6 o’clock.

Ten o’clock session opened with prayer by Rev. B. F.
Rattray.

Moderator in the Chair. )

Committee on Education submitted the foillowing Re-
port, which was unanimously adopted :—

That they are happy to see:s growing determination on the part of

our Churches to raise the .of Education in this Province.
Advanced Education especially for our rising Ministry has become in-

dis ble.
t is highly gratifying to know that our Institttion at Frederieton is
growing ia the 8 of our pe

pog:nd prospering under the able
-r:mdpol, &'?umu care of Dr. Spurden’ and his associate, the
n . de opper. Y
P Your Committee would recommend that special attention be given to
the Female department, so that our dwuj may m advao-
tages with the young men, afid: we Fise asw ination on
ual pinions to the heights | : 8o desirable to gain.
wm we to refer to our Seminary at Fn lon our work would
not be dene. Acadin College demands & passing thought—demands a
wighty effort on our part.. Shall awr oton wane in our affection
be obliterated from oar: ‘Who knows her history and her
sons, and does not thaok God: for means, for such a power, to pro-

te His eternal truth? k (5
o J. H. HARDING, Chaitman.

Whereupon the following resolutions, after a very har-
monious and profitable discussion, were adopted :

1. Res That this Association heartily copcur in
the recent arrangements made for increasing the efficiency
of our Seminary at Fredericton.

2. The institution in nhnﬁa of Rev. C. Spurden, D. D..,
and Prof. J. E. Hopper, A. M., we aré pleased to learn, is
receiving yet more and more the confidence and patron$e
of our own denomination and the public generally. We
view the aecession of Mr: . Goc , B.A., Mr. Wilbur
and Mr. Bill, to the staff of instructors, as an important and
valuable addition. et -

3. Resolved—That in the opinjon of this Association, the

time has arrived when we should havé a separate Female
Institution in Fredericton; in conmeetion with our Semi-
nary.
4? Resolved.—That Rev, O. Sgui'd'en‘, D. D, Prof. J. E.
Hopper, A. F. Randolph, John Pickard, Rev. G. M. W.
Carey, Rev. E. C. Oady, J. H. Harding, Dea. John Smith,
C. G. Berryman, and John Chalener, be a Committee tosee
what arrangements-can be madeé for the establishment of
such a school, and report to a meeting of the Education
Society, to be held in 8t. John, Dec. 29th, 1866.

5. Igwlvcd—Tbat the sum of $20,000 be raised to endow
out Scminary at Fredericton, and that the pastors of the
Churches be earnestly requested to bring this matter pro-
minently before their ‘' people, and report to our next
Association. , , g

6. Resolved—That we recommend Acadia College anew
to the prayers and :J‘ppon of our churches, and pledge
ourselves to assist in raising the remaining £20,000, endow-
ment, as proposed by the*late Convention. We hope our
people will relax no effort till that sum is made-up;and
we have our College upon a firm basis.

Adjourned to meet at 2 o’clo:k.. M.

Prayer by Rev. W. H. Beckwith

P T ¢

' . #SAToRDAY, 2 o’clock, ¥. i
Association o in due form:—~ :
Moderator in the Chair. i

. Prayer by Rev, H. Charlton, ;

Oommittee on Foreign Missions submitted their: Report,
which was unanimously adopted :—

That in view of ‘the Providential openings in Southern Earops
mah, Ohina, and many parts.of ou:’:nzfmt. re,
upon the Churches com this Association to increase in geal and
l‘i:»"'ordity;- mbc .:d“&‘ are white already to hrg:tt to attempt gréal

or .‘M M m
g ' G m CAREY, Chairman,

Addresses by Rev..G. M. W. Carey and W. A. Ooleman.

Committec: on Home Missions reported :—

While they thank 'God for the success which has attended our Mis-
sions in the past, they feel sad.to think so little has been contributed,
and that 8o few laborers have been found to enier upon the work. They
commend the cause anew to the prayers and sympathies of all who love
gtk e o distribute at least $4,000 for this object esch

¢ ought L ‘ v or
i-r. ginmmmqlzbi"n;on ished in l’n.t:o.wo recommend the
\ empic 2 Ve B" vey, to as general M“'I

to labor ’wi;hin’du got{hu of this A-oezm-. -
E. C. CADY, Chairman.

Bur-

Addresses
H. Beckwith; and W. A. Coleman.
Report adopted. ‘

Committee on Union Society submitted their Report :—

That this Society if thoroughly worked s one of the most effective
ways in which all WM“ ot

that if
there

wid may reos of suppost 5 i e to be ot

may ve & measure of support ;- ‘ 2 o
means of raising supplies be set aside or saffered to decline,

Rebowioas o . which' will 'be' entirely overlooked. ' In

ed last year, whereas u :
, Association. If a suitable agent could be found to
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we affectionately urge |°

by Rev. E. C. Cady, J. E. Hopper, Rev. W. |
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Cady, and published in the columns of the Christian Visitor and the
Minutes of this Association.

Resolved—That we recommend our Churches to respond
more fully to the annual appeal from Acadia College for
funds, with which to meet its current expenses.

Report on Departed Brethren submitted and adopted :—

That this Association has heard with profound grief of the recent
death of their valued Brother, Samuel Robinson, late Pastor of the
Brussels Street Church, in St. John. They feel that not only has his
bereaved family and Church sustsined a great loss, but that the entire
Denomination shares in the bereavement, and while they bow in sub-
mission to the will of the Great [fead of the Ohurch who has permitted
disease.to. make this breach in their rauks, they cannot suppress their
sorrow at the thought that they will no more on earth be permitted to
eojoi‘tbe society and profit by the experienice of their beloved brother.
To the sorrowing family and bereaved Church they tender the expres-
'8ion of their warmest Christian sympathy, and their prayer is that the
God of all consolation may comfort them abundantly in their affliction,
and that he will raise up in his Ohurch men both mentally and spirit-
ually qualitied to take the place of those who are gone to their reward.

Since the report of last year others of our number haye been called
away. Isaac Laurence, a brother dearly bejoved and highly estecmed
by community where he laboured for a short time, was early re-
wuved from the scene of his useful theugh unostentatious labotirs.
His affectionate disposition endeured him to all who knéw him, snd
though the promise of future usefulness was cut short by death, yet we
rejoice in the thought that while he lived, he lived not in vain.

Bro. E. McInnis also has been removed from the Church on earth to the
Church in Heaven. He was Iatterly engaged as a Missionary in the
vicinity of St. Jobn, but for some time previously to s death he suf-
fered much bodily indisposition, and was lxid aside from active duties.
He was a man and much esteemed in the sphere of His labours.
May we all follow the faith of those who are gone; and at last enjoy
with them the promised rest. C. SPURDEN.

Z2esolved—That the thanks of this Association be given
the Chairman of the European and North American Rail-
road, and also to the Captain of the Princess Royal, in
behalf of; the proprietors, for their generosity in transmit-
ting the Ministers and Delegates of tﬁe Western Association
to Newcastle, Miramichi, and back for one fare.

Adjourned, to meet at 7 o’clock.

Prayer by Prof. J. E. Hopper, A. M.

Sarovrpay Eveninge MEeerine.

A Religious Conference of deep interest was held, in
which many took part; at the close of which the following
Resolution was unanimously adopted :

Resolved—That the very sincere thanks of this Associa-
tion is hereby given to the kind friends of Newcastle,
Miramichi, for their unbounded hospitality and Christian
courtesy in entertaining the Ministers and delegates of the
Association. 4

Adjowned, to meet at Maugerville, September 19, 1867.

- W. M. EDWARDS, Moderator.
E. C. CADY, Clerk.

B.F. RATTRAY, Asst. Clerk.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

OUR - MISSION AS BAPTISTS.

I do not ornpou to speak of that mission which we hold in common
with that of other denominations, but of our distinctive mission which
our separate existence demands; or rather of that mission which de-
mands our separate existence, and makes it our duty to maintain a
distinct denominational organization and character. If we have a work
to do, different from that which others are likely to do from the nature
of their organizations and principles, let us know it, and know whatit is;
but if we have no such noble'and important work, which others are not
likely to do' just as well or better than ourselves, we should know that
also, that we may abanden our- separate organization, and unite with
?d;:n, thatthere may be no unnecessary divisions in the ranks of Obrist's
ollowers, £ ’ ’

But we believe that there is a definite’ and important mission com-
mitted to us, and that we should prove untrueto him who bas blessed
snd honored our denomination in the past, if we were now to abandon
our ecclesiatical connections and distinguishing tenets, and unite with
any of the other religions societies in existence.

Our history is very different from that of any other of the, so-called
Protestant denominations. We are Protestants only in that we protest
agsinst the corruptions of the Church of Rome. {hey are Protestants
because they came out of the Church of Rome protesting. But we
never caaie ‘out of Rome, because we were never of Rome; we existed
before the Protestants as a distinct class of religionists existed. The
Baptists testified against the corruptions and innovations of Rome before
Luther and Huss and Wickliffe were born ; yea, they held and preached
the doctrines we now hold before Roman Catholicism had an existence.

I do mot mean to .claim- that from the time of the Apostles to the
present, we are able to. trace a class of Christians bearing the name
* Baptist ;" but that during all this period, even through the darkest
time in the Middle Ages, classes of Christians have been found outside
of the Cburch of Rome who bave held, fundamentally, the doctrines and
practices of the Church as we now hold them, and that we are legiti-
wately and truly their spiritual descendants ; thus enabling us to trace
our existence as a denomination directly back to the Apostles, without
going through the Church of Rome. Have we not reason, therefore, to
regard our denominational existence as highly important, and our
mission one which we cannot neglect or abandon without proving untrue
to the Lord who has bought us; a mission which, when we take into
consideration its magoitude and immese power’ for good, should humble
us before God, and make us bold .before men, that we may be true to
our ‘calling, as those who have been commissioned from the court of
heaven to eagage in one of the noblest works ever comnmitted to man.

1. It is our peculiar mission to maintain the sufficiency of the Holy
Scriptures a8 a perfect guide in'all matters of religious belief and prac-
tice. - Whatever we find there, we esteem binding oo the conscience ;
Whatever is not there commanded, is hot binding. We do nut admit

'| fora woment that we are to be governed in oar views ‘of the Holy

Seriptures, or Church practices, b{ tradition, the writings of the
Fathers, or the decrees of councils. The Scriptures, and the Scriptures
only, are our guide. . By holding firmly and consistently.to these views,
we hooor the word of (God, expel error and infuse truth into every
branch of the Obristian Church which comes within the range,of our
It may bhere be asked, - Why is this our peculiar mission? Do not
others claim to hold the same views !’ Yes; many brethren in other
denominations do conscientiously hold this doctrine. Almost all sects
of Protestants have been approaching nearer and nearer to this position
{ in the growth of this principle we see the

beneficial effects of the firm position taken by ‘our fathers in the 8-
ﬁuwby. There has been steady int t Bible prin.
ciple. We hooor our brethren of othier denominations who have adopted it
in whole-or in part. It is not, therefore our peculisr-mission to maintain
principle becsuse ‘we alone hold it; but because it was ourufn the
‘they

£

b boginning, and has become the principle of others only so far
+s | havecome towards us in their faith-and-practice. ~ It 18 still peculiarly
+ - | our mission to propagate this

principle, becadse many in other de-
it do not bold it consistently, and allow
effects in removing their errors; for they still
the de which cannot be maintained by the

their origin and continuance to ‘the

nominations who henestly hold
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The latter part of this statement wiil be acknow.
ledged when spoken of the Church of Rome, but
will it be admitted when spoken of modern Pedo-
baptiste. Let us see what their authoritics say.
In tbe larger Catechism adopted by the Westmin-
ster Divines, whith is received as avthority by most
of the Presbyterian Churches, in the answer to the
question, *“.\WWhat is baptism ?" itissaid: “Itis a
sacrament of the New Testament, * * wherehy the
parties baptized are solemnly admitted into the visible
Church.”

This view of baptism we regard as strictly correct;
for the believer, the only proper subject of baptism
is thereby admitted into the visible Church according
to the scriptureﬁ}' But this definition was given by
thoge who baptize infants; hence they regarded such
infants as members of the Church.

The second question in tife Catechism of the Church
of England is,** Who gave you this name "’ Answer:
** My godfathers and my godwothers in my baptism,
wherein | was made a member of Christ, the child
of God and an inberitor of the kingdom of heaven.”
In the public baptism of children, when the Priest
has dipped the child ** discreetly and warily'in water,”
or when his friends certify that the child is weakly
and cannot well endure it, bas sprinkled water
upon him, the Priest says: ** We receive this child
into  the congregation of Christ's flock ;" again he
says: ‘‘Seeiog now this child is regenerate, and
grafted into the body of Christ's Charch” I cannot
escape the conviction that both baptismal regenera-
tion and infantchurch membership are found in these
quotations.

It is not necessary that I should quote further, as
the doctrine of infant baptisw, as held by ali thése
who practice it, when carried to its legitimate results,
will carry the baptized child into the Charch, which
surely i8 contrary to the doctrine of a coaverted
church membership. .

But I have spoken of this doctrine as of more im-
portance than that of believers’ baptism. In:itsin-
trinsic value it is s0; bat, when we remember that
it cannot be held cousistently and truly practised
without believers’ ‘baptism, we mast place that first
in time and itnportance, asit, when practised, will
surely lead to the other.

4. It is our mission ever to protest against sprink-
ling for baptism, and infant baptism whether by
sprinkling or immersion. They are both alike un-
scriptural; and both, especially the latter, if allowed
to work out their legitimate results would lead their
votaries back into the corruptions of the Church of
Rome, that Church which_they originally founded ;
for infant baptism has ever been the * pillar an
ground of Popery.”

But we rejoice to know that through the divine
blessing, our, protestations against these errors, has
largely nullified their effects, and led to their neglect
or total abandonment.” But our mission is not yet
ended, the victory is not yet wholly gained. The
Lord has been crowning our efforts with success, but
still there is a.great work to be done. '

Itis our mission to maintain Scriptural Church
Government and discipline, together with the doc-
trines of religious liberty. All these principles we
have held for many centuries ; for we have received
them from the Word of, God. ; :

All these principles to which I have referred
especially belong to us, Many theie are which we
hold 1n common with others, which demand also our
earnest and prayerful attention ; but these have a
special dewand upon'us, for if we were to'abandon
them or prove untrde they would suffér loss, and the
wheel of religious progress revolve backwards..

We are to accomplish our work by being strictly
true to our principles; by showing that in everything
the Word of God is our guide; by being careful to
admit done to baptism and membership in the Charch
who do not give good evidence of being'truly con-
verted; by protesting in every reasonable  way
against infant baptism, and against false modes of
administering the holy ordinance ; by adhering closel
to the doctripe of restricted communion, by whi
we make no ¢compromise with error, and wake our
enemies respect our consistericy ; and by maintaining
strict discipline in our churcheés.” Thus we may ac-
camplish our mission by /living near to a throne'of
divine grace, by having our  bearts thoroughly . im-
bued in the love of God, and our lives, property and
all fully consecrated to his glory, in the salvation of

our souls.
) & - & A —

Confess your Faults.
MATT. 5: 28, 24,

Rev. Dr. Patterson, for eight years the pastor of
Dr. Wayland, in a discourse on his life and charac-
ter narrates the following illustration of that great
man’s readiness to confess your faults : —

I never knew a man with whom a personal diff-
culty could so 'easily be settled.’ This fact arose nst
ouly from his ‘quick pereeption of ‘the reason of the
thing and freedom from prejudice, but chiefly from
his religious feeling. They were those of a:sinner
depending on Christ for personal forgiveness, In
this there was nocant. It was a living principle,
showing itself most where least likely to Se mianifes-
ted ; eyen where the contrary feeling is most natu-
ral. Io theearly part ofmy'mk:iltr{, my congrega-

n

tion bni:rg, as [ thougrl:,orwuli‘rly sensible to the
claims of religion, I ved .on producing 8 sensa-
tion ; that I would pum'muvmlwu in‘suc-
cession exolusively on the ¢laims of the Divine law,
and the' certainty and solemnity of its retribution
This series was to be followod by another exclusively
on the way Qf‘ﬁfa. Before the completion of the firat
dwvision I ved & sensation, but whether favora-
ble or unfavorable I was not ‘assured. ' With much
hesitation, however, I persevered. The doctor, igno-
rant, with the réstof the congregation, of my mictive,
on our way to our homes: at the close of ‘a Sabbath
morning service, betrayed disaffection with my con-
tinued selection ‘of such a subjeéct. I D a re-
ly with the expression that it m‘ilt‘rmt."

e interrdpied me; saying, with a severity of which he
was capable, ** [ don't wish' 10: be experitnented on.”
Exactly what reply | made I cannet, say, but it was
one prompted by self-distrust and by feelin wound-
ed by his severity. - He wdded n f&&i’. But
in adew moments after reaching miy house 4 messen-
ger handed me the following note:

‘““Dear Pasrom,—I regret sincerely my manner
and spirit in our recent conversation., I as a
sinner to be cleansed in the blood of Chiist, For-
five we. Love me, pastor, though I am unlovely.

hope Christ does.

* Your affectionate brother, now"e

This was the beginning of a néw relation, ‘& free-
dom of muteal advicd and f ol strictures, the
value of which, to one party at least, cannot be over-
stated. g v y %
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