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. INEN DUSTERS AND ALPACA COATS.—Just re-
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"mo, July, lO Business Manager.
T LORILLARD INSURANCE COMPANY,
capital $1,000,000-all paid up and invested
Surplus fa band, 1st Aug., 1865, $313,194.
POLICLES issusd at the lowest rates, payaole in New
i Currency, with an without participation in
profits, and every information afforded on h.gguwlon o
Ost12—vy

W. J. STARR, Agént, oess St.,
¢ e ,
LBERTINE OIL.e=The Albertine 0il Company

nt, ——; Teacher of

hevs.

Commercial Bank.

mdz:d the Im: ofl n::l‘rbbumu Ol to Fifty-
e
e ALBERTINE OIL COMPANY,
jan 18 83 Prinse Whlliam Street,

CONTINENTAL FIRE INSURANCE COMP'Y.,
Cupital $600,000 —all paid up and invested.
Surplus in hand; 1st July, 1865, £250,000.

New BruNswick Aarxcy—7 Princess Street, opposite Com-

Bank, St. John.
OLICIES issued at the lowest rates, payable iu New
P Brunswick

with and without participation
mﬁo averagé dividends to Policy Holders entitled to Pro-

fits for the past nine years, amount to 44 per cent.
Rcfm:gu ‘: b“y. l::" rupochbimyw..n’.nél‘f Aolt‘hae'r in
Oct 12, 18656—v
" QITY OF GLASGOW
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF GLASGOW.
Incorporated by Act of Parliament.
Govervor—The Right Honorable the Earl of (26.30“0(‘)'0

Agent.

Subscribed 5. iiis coreovepBie dorrdurens X

Accumulated Piby et wiresenanse assassasp 480,000
Aunual Revenue..........oevee e wimew et agsis 108,000
Existing Assurances............. boodeaisessby 2,700,000

WaLrer Bucaanax, of Shandon, Esq., M. P., Chairman.

W. F. Biguyrs, . Manager and Actuary
VARIOUS MODES OF ASSURING, N
Half Premiom - without debt or interest.

En ompt Assurances,
Partoership urance
Short Term :::unnce:‘

Tlfl “w G Life Assurance Comﬁmy ” was
establi in by zoehl Act of Parliament. It
with much success for 25 years,

has now been conducted
which is attributable not only to the perfect security which
it affords for the due fulfilment of ‘every contract, but like-

wise to the iv’s extensive and influential connexions
and to the my;‘fuo dealings.
Tne Preminmsare equitably graduated. The Profits are
l;oll ibuted with a due re to the claims of all classes of
Th?hndmofnonu was made 20th January,
. 1864, which 1s the close of the Company’s financial year,
when a Be the rate of one and a hJ’t per cent. on the
ax‘ml was decl ft’:‘i :?o pu&zu:o. &n laize ':f
rplus being uu'h:%‘ ded, will in fa-
tn:o.:i ascertained and ql:xonnuly.,
from the date o their issue, but the Bo-
’a‘ t vest until they have been five years in exis-
tence. of Assurance and all other information may
learned trom the Agent,  WILLIAM MACKAY,
july 18.—wpv 1y : Custom Houge Building.
GEORGE THOMAS,
Commission t Ship Broker
e gty T A
Dec. 4. - 2 ¥ GEORGE THOMAS.
LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND @GLODD
LV L PIRE AND LIFE..
 INSURANCE COMPANY !
Fund paid up and invested. ... £8,212,843 bs. 1d. stg.
eminms received in Fire Risks, 1864, £743,074
; pdl‘hl'lnlli‘h.lm oy m.m“'f
.' .
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BEFORE THE DAWN.

Between the midnight» and the breaking
Of the parple dawn’s awaking,
Saviour, I think of thee;
While all is atill, and dark, and holy,
As the fading stars pale slowly,
Saviour, I think of thee.

In the shadows, ere the dawning
Glorifies the ruddy morning,

Savioar, I think of thee ;
In my heart the day is beaming,
Sunrise io my soul is streaming,

With the thonght, O Lord, of thee !

For thou shinest through the sorrow

Of the heart before its morrow,
Rises clear and fair to sce; .

And when now the spirit_wearied

‘In the night of doubt seems buried,
‘Saviour, I think of thee;

All thy precious cunsolation,
Cheers the spirit's desolation

With the single thonght of Thee !
Thus, while atilfthe world is sleeping,
Eve its dawn, my soul is keeping

Its morning, Lord, with Thee !

In the hour of calm communion
Thou preparest me for union
In the coming day with Thee ;
Not alone to feel its sadness,
Not alone to share its gladness,
Saviour, I'll think of thee!

Light of earth ! arise in beauty,
Shine upon the path of daty,

Way of love, O Lord, with thee!
Break through all the shades of error,
Ewil, falsehood, wrong, and terror,

Till the world shall love bat thee!

In the darkness, ere the dawning

Of the resurrection morning,
Saviour, I’ll sleep in Thee ! .

And my soul, to life awaking,

When the eternal day is breaking,
Jesas, shall live io Thee !

-

(From the Western Pulpit.)
SACRED MUSIC.

BY REV, E. 0. HAVEN, D. D., PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
MICHIGAN.

“Tt is good to sing praises unto our God.” Psarus exlvii: 1.

“ And when 'thoy had suog & hymn they weat out into the
Mount of Olives.” Marraew xxvi: 30,

Whether or not mnsi¢ actually stimulates
thought has been doubted, bat a.l have grobably
perceived that music has varieties suited to the
different passions ; it can melt the heart to com-
passion and love; it can arouse indignation; it
can strengthen resolution ; it can awake exunlta-
tion.- All this ean be produced without the aid
of language. An oratorio can bring before the
thind the events of sume stupendous revolution,
by exciting in proper succession the emotions ap-
propriate to its successive events; and though an
auditor ignorant of these cvents could not receive
from the mausic the Listory, he would in a less
degree feel the emotions, and might conneet them
with sonte real or fancied history of his own,—
Thus every good tune has a history of its own,
t has a peculiar power over the soul—soothing,
meditative, arousing, stimulating or intellectual.
Such are the mysteries and power of this wonder-
fal art.  Its progress keeps éven pace with the
euiture of the mind and heart, There is music
appropriate to childhood, youth, manhcod, and
the highest powers of the soul. There is music
natarally enjoyed and produced by savages, by
%be ign rant, by the civilized, and by the refined.

ts power increasts with culture, and no limit to
its advancement can be reached.
;. But a stilll higher power is communicated to
music, when it is wedded to articulate language.
Musi¢ and song mutually aid and strengthen each
other. Music and poetry sre thus sister arts.

The power of poetry 1 need not attempt to de-
scribe. The noblest thoughts ever conceived are

| espressed in poetry. Recitative poetry may bring

.before us the best, the most instructive of history.
The profonadest faith of man in God, in right,
and duty, the deepest devotion, the most sincere

peutance, the most earnest resolution, are expres-
‘sed in song, What thonght, what feeling has not
_been presented in poetry? Now, combine the

| two together, und yoa have the territory appro-

priate to song. :

That this 1s natural to man, that man was crea-
ted for it, and without it is undeveloped in some
of his highest capabilities, cannot be seriously and
intelligently calied in queation. I confess that I
cannot’ $ee any propricty whatever in the view
that should forbid or discountenance musje. It
would seem to me volantarily to abandon or to
deny one of the purest and noblest gpurces of true
enjoyment which God in his goostless has bes-
towed on man. ;

It is trae that music may be perverted, as can
any good gift of God, or any attribute of man. It
can be wedded to wicked words, and associated
with eriminal and unholy thoughts ; but the asso-

Music is employed by all Christian churches in

their worship of God, and yet it is very seldom '
made the subject of careful examination. Romarks

real nature and parpose which must detract much |
from the enjoyment and. usefulness of whieh it is |
capable; ll have deemed it proper, therefore to i
devote this oceasion to an examination of the na-
tare of music, as a . part of the worship of God,*
and of the purposes which it is designed to sub-’
serve, © ° e

It touches the profoundest mystery of our na-,

tora that any movements in matter should exert -
suoh an offost ok ¥ha' hnnaan onil

mystery. It subserves almost inoumerable be-
evolent purposes. One of the most striking
qualities of the aerial ocean in which we live is
its elasticity. It ic itself a grand organ, always |
in perfect tune, and its vibrations have been mea-
omm ‘by modern scieénce, with wonderfal accura- |
cv. Vibrations of a certain fixed rate, constantly.
following each other, and made by the same ins-
tenment, produce a aniform musical sound, Ifthe
vibrations are made of double the rapidity, we
have asound an octave higher, both of which
combined can scarcely bedistingnished by the
ear, and produce perfect harmony. If the vibra-
tions by two bodies are to each as two to three,
another pleasing combination is made; and it
they are to each other as three to four still ano-
ther barmonious blending is perceived, and these
three combinations are what are called the three
fundamentel chords of music—the ®etave, the
third, and the fifth. Other combinations are more
' On this simple basis all the
agreeable sounds of barmony rest. Besides this,
it.is found that vibrations of the same length or
roté, produced by different sonoreus bodies, have.
an indefinable - pecaliarity of their own, cavsing
the difference in a note of the same pitch whea
produced by the human voice, a stringed instra-
ment, the Eqsl ge of air through a wind instra-
ment, the fatling of water, or any other of the va-
rious methods by which it may be caused. ,
This almost infinite variety of sounds, all agree-
able and musical, prodaced withia so narrow a
inge of vibrations, in the same atmosphere, is
utterly incomprehensible to the human iotellect,
.and is one of the most astouishing illustratious of
power, and resources of the Infi-
pite Mind, i35 Ly
- Another fact equally astonishing is the siwpli-
city aud sensitiveness of the auditory apparatus,
whereby the regularity and harmony of these.
‘aerial vibrations are communicated through the
. rpetuhl
that we can hear? Aud still beyond this
iosoluble mystery of aixp, be-
ean only silenyly wonder and adore.

vident that the susceptibility of- the soul
 the qualities of sound that we call
 harmouious is altogether a gratuity
n. It is pot pecessary to our bare
e air could hive forn
ity, it.coaid

so. | disei
| over

by mausic. The atmosphere around 08 Rl of .

 that have been !

ciation is not natural—it is inconsistent, aud only
practiced to throw the charm of what is really
good over what is felt to. be evil. . To object. to

the use of wusic on this account is as unreasona- |

ble as'it woanld be to object to oratory because a

| great speaker may plead for sin, or to objeet tv

the building a house becanse some houses are in-
habifed by thievess The evil is not in the thing,
but in the improper use to which it is employed,
[t is true, also, that music might be practiced to
excess—leading to the neglect of other important
and perhaps more essential pursuits; and so, too,
might convqmtiop or study, or even prayer, be
apd a time to [‘)rny, and also a time to sing.

Woe are not ‘surpriseglefo find that music alone,
and musie combined with poetry, when it becomes
song, have been employed in all ages and by all
races of men in worship. It is the most fitting
vehicle of adoration, devotion and praise. That

' the Hebrews made dse of both fnstrumental mu-

sic and of singing in their public worshipis made
kuown by their entire history and literature.—
They sang in the great temple and in their syna-
gogues, There is somne reason to believe that in
the Temple of Solpmod.an organ of great power,
similar to those used in modern times was em-
ployed ;* and the singing of the Psalms by select
choirs, joined in the chorus by the whole congre-
gation, must have been sablime.” Unaccastomed
to read, an therefore the more inclined to culti-
vate ‘the verbal memory, the Hebrew people, old
and young, down to the ehildren, committed to
mewmory those beautiful, and powerful, and inspir-
ed expressions of the great doctriues of their reli-
gion, and uttered them together in volumes of
thaiksgiving and praise. Thus taught to sing,
wundoubtedly, ‘at home, by the fireside, in the field
and on the road, they were accustomed to sing.
They became noted as a musical ‘people, and
when they were carried away captives, no homi-
liatioh was so sorrowful to them as to be frequent-
ly called upon, merely for the entertainment of
their ppressors to sing oné of the songs of Ziou.
Well, then, did oue of their poets write in plain-
tive verse, “ By the rivers of Babylon there we
sat down: yea, we wept when we remembered
Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in
the midst thereof ; but there they that carried us
awily captive required of us a song, and they that
wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us
one. of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange lavd.” ,

Our Lord and bis immediate disciples were un-
doubtedly aceustomed to sing. Had they differ-
ed from others in this respeet it would have been
noted ;. and we find that in that most solemn
night of the world’s history, when the Redeemer
| knew that his hour of sacrifice was nearly conie,
and after that bis last solemn eharge had beeo
| given, to indicate, perhaps, that he was neither
gl’u'ful wor io a burry, beforedhe weut out to sur-
reuder himself into the hands of his crucifiers,
from whom be had no wish tom_}o.bo and his
disciples togetber “song & hymn,” avd then bo
went ioto the en. Oh, what & song must
‘voice of Jesus was nadoubt-
ure, and the melody perfectly
w conld those amazed, afflicted

= ﬁ \ 16 the song? It was one of the Pass-
me, from the one handred thirteeuth

edly clear and

®" | to the one hundred and eighteeuth, a part of one

of which has thus been rendered into our lan-
and mpdqtqniiin'ﬁzdk\“ﬂ l;:a}v be
;“hﬂ» 4,97, dyxalngs Wity eiioh 34

penitence and sorrow for sin, the most genuine re- |-

.iuxhu "

'in his boyhood days.

bowed bis head
ji.2 'W'M.didmwhhwmin;ﬂ,

p
; ~ (From the Natioval Baptist.)
‘ “EVEN ME.

4 I'tell you, Roberts, it is of no use. If it was
the first time, I rodght believe you, but you know
you've promised tim¥ and again, that yon weuld
never touch anothegdrop of liquor, and yet the
very vext night hag found you at the tavern.”

“If you'll only try me just this once more,
Mr. Jameson,” pleaded the man, “ I'll Promise
aever to set foot inside of a tavern again.”

*“ It’s too late for sach promises now. Do yon
remember you told me the same thing last week,
when I trusted you with this job, a very pressing
ofe toe, for I promised the gentleman positively
that it shonld be done this week. Yesterday I
came in, expecting to see it all ready, and there I
found the sashes half finished and you in the sta-
tion house. You know well that if [ hado’t paid
yaur fine you'd have been in jail to-day. Idon't
know-what made me do such a foolish thing, for
Pve vo money to throw away. If it bad not

n for the disgrace to your poor wife and child-
I would have let you go.’

agement. “ If you throw me ouat of work, what
will becothe of them 1”7

“1 wonder you are not ashamed to mention
them,” said the employer, with a look before
which the drunkard qoailed. “ Do you suppose
that I don’t know that yvour poor wife sews night
aud day till she is almost in a consumption, to
éarn bread for the children, while youa spend
every cent of your wages for liquor? No, no!
I'm sorry for your wife and children, but it
would do them no good to keep you here, and I
ean't afford to support rum-holes.”

“Then you will not give me any more work,”
said Roberts, reddening with passion.

“ No,” quietly answered Mr. Jameson.

With a fearful oath the miserable man rushed
oot through the open doorway into the street.
For several moments he hurried along, without
knowing or caring where he went, until at leogth
‘he found himself in one of the streets leading to
the river. Yes, theve it lay before him, glitter-
ing in the afternoon sanshine, seeming by its pla-
cid beaunty to mock the tempest which was raging
in his breast. '

He stood still a moment, and then a sudden
tbought crossed his mind. “ I am of no use in
the world. Nobody will eare when I am goue ;
—Mary and the children, perhaps, but they ought
rather to be glad that 1 will never ill-treat them
again. 1 will do it. The river tells no tales.”

He huried down to the wharf, he .entered a
ferry-boat which had just come in, hoping for an
opportonity during the passage to slip over the,

side unnoticed, but unfortunately for his purpose

the boat was crowded, as it was a beautiful day.
“ 1t’s of no use,” he muttered to himself, as he
leaned over the railing and gazed gloomily into
the water, *“If T was to try it now somebody
would-ba fool enough. to jump in after me, and I
would only get a ducking for my pains. I'll wait
till njght.” '

At length the boat grated inst the sides of
the whari and he was borne zf:ng by the hurry-
ing. eager crowd, into a broad, busy street, filled

A0 Arava,,,
ferent trom the stillness
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of the nttle town he had

a quiet, shady street, where the arching branches
of the grand old trecs nearly met overhead.

A stately church stood just before him,its
spires towering far above all the surrounding
buildings ; but he would have passed it without
a momeut’s thought had he not noticed that the
door was open, aud that people by twos and threcs
were ascending the broad, stone steps.

“ Church on a week-day afternoon !” he thought
to himself, “ What is it for? It is so long since
I've been in a church that it will be a wonder if
it does not fall on e if I shoald try to go in”

He stood a moment irresolute, while a sudden

chureh with its white spire which he had known
He remembercd the quiet
little churchyard where his mother and sister
were sleeping. Memory brought back that moth-
er’s prayers and her entreaties that he wounld give
his heart to Christ. His little sister too, who
fell asleep one night saying, * I'm not afraid, I'm
going to heaven. 1 want you to come too,
Georgie.”

Ar}ftbele he remembered, and forgetting his
rough working dress, he hastily brushed aside
the tears, and with a burried step entered the
church, , :

It was almost filled, but he gaived a pew near
the door and seated himself in one corver, where
he thought he would not be observed. The ser-
vice had just commenced, and he soon discovered
that it was a prayer mnceting. He sat and listened
to the fervent pravers, the earnest exhortations to
the unconverted, like one in a dream, for it was
years since such words fell upon his ears.

At length, near the close of the hour, those
who wished to be remember¢gd in prayer were
requested to rise. “ I'm sure no one needs to be
prayed for more than I do,” thought poor Rob-
erts, * but what good will it do me. I've put it
off so long that I'm past praying for, I'mu lost I”

Many rose, but be still sat immovable. When
the prayer was over one of the ministers who oc-
cupied the platform, said, *“ We will sing one
more hyma, and afterwards we will converse per-
sonally with those who wish to remain at the in-
quirl mweeting. All are invited.”

“‘The first words of the hymu read arrestcd Ro-
bert's attention at once. £re

b oy e
Showers, the thirsty earth refreshing ;
Let some droppings fall oo me,
. + Even me.”

The speaker went on, his clear, melodious tones
beiog audible all over the house, but Roberts
beeded him' not. - His whole soul clung to those
two words, “ Eveu me.”

_“ Lord, is it ble that there is merey- even
for me, a wretch 1ike me I" and the strong man
| ' on the pew and wept aloud. -

the bustle of the depart-

558

iry weeting. By this time the minister |

Bl il oh) e wrovd,

* Thiak of them, Mr. Jameson,” said the man,
eagerly catching at“this slight spark of encour--

left, jarred upon his nerves, and he gladly entered .

vision flashed across his mind of the little village

ter seating himself by his side, simply and bricfly
unfolded to him the way of salvation, and urged
him at once to put his trast in Christ.

The poor man listened, but a kind of domb
despair sealed his lips.
down through a fathomless abyss of darkness,
amidst which the words of comfort and hope
sounded like mockery.

The good minister, -partly comprehending the
state of his mind, at/length took his leave, say-
ing, © Come again,” we shall glad be glad to see
you,” at the same time slipping into his hand a
little card, containing the places of meeting dur-
ing ihe week.

(To be Coneluded.)

—— . - —

THE EXCELLENT TEACHER

Many sheets of paper would be consumed in
fully describing the character and habits of this
usefal Christian. Let it soffice for the present to
take a hasty glance at him It will be a pleasant
task. ;

The place to find him during school hours is
at his post of duty. ““He 16ves bis work so well,
that he makes his arrangements beforehand to be
regular and punctual. He does not let his watch
run down, does not lay in bed two hours later on
Sunday morning than on other days, nor does he
forget his preparations t:ll so late an hour that he
has to run with daegerous speed lest he should be
tardy at school.

It is a pleasare to watch him while he is at
work. No cross words, no sounr Jooks, no sarcas-
tic speeches, mar the ¢ joyment which the scho-
lars feel in recciving instruction from him. The
youngsters love to be taught by him. Not be-
canse the teaching is all sugar plums and candy,
but that with the sweets ot kind manner they
take in sound instruction and gospel education.
When be asks them questions, it is not to
chuckle over their ignorance of the answers, nor
to prove that they are indolent dunces, but to
draw out what knowledge they have, and to pave
the way for improvemeat in that trath in which
they are deficient. ¢ Speaking the truth in love,
is his motto. He gives them pure, sound, undilu-
ted gospel, and gives it in such a way as to make
them relish it, and bunger and thirst for more.

It need not be supposed that the kindness
which this teacher shows to his class prevents
bi.n from enforcing discipline. He knows that
one of the kindest acts he can perform for them is
to show them what they do wrong, and how to
do it rightly. Mr. Spoon, who teaches the class
near, does not believe in exercising discipline on
children, for fear of hurting their feelings and
making them dislike him. Consequently his class
is generally in an uproar. Not so with the class
of Mr. Excelient. It is a model of decent be-
baviour; and the boys have more respect and
affection for their teacher than Mr. Spoou's boys
will ever fecl for theirs,

The excellent teacher is a man of enterprise.—
While he has great respect for our forcfathers
who compiled and used the New England Primer,
he does not believe that that good book should
be the principal staple of teaching to the youth
of the present day. He loves and respects the
hymus, question books, reward tickets, and other
helps, which were used when he was & small boy ;

more confine himself to these than he would go
from Boston to Washington by stage instead of
in the railroad cars. Whatever is offered in the
way of improvement ho examines; accepting it
if good, rejecting it, if of the style of many of the
catch-penny things which designing inventors and
publishers palm off on the unsaspecting, as neces-
sary and important aids to their work.

When work is to be done, this teacher is the
maa todo it. e does not shirk his share of la-
bour, expense, or responsibility. e does not
consent to be placed upon a committc(} merely
for the glory of it, with the understanding that
the other members shall do the work, or that they
shall all leave'it undone, and then report *pro-
gress,’ as many committees do.  He looks on this
as a species of dishonesty and crat‘tipess, which 1s
disgraceful to any professor of religion.

e is courteous in his dealings with his fellow-
teachers. He loves them, and makes them love
bim. More than this, he supports the authori-
ties of the school, and of the church.  You never
hear himn groaning or muttering over some
regulation which he does not like, or at some ac-
tion of the superintendent which he would prefer
to have otherwise.

Ot his habits of visiting the scholars and their
parents, of his methods of dealing with cross and
rebellious children, of his studious preparation for
his clasa duties, of his neatuess and order in doing
his work, and 1n keeping his books, a volume
might be written.  Oue other trait need only be
mentioned, * Béhold he prayeth.” His prayerful,
spirit of devotion is the basis of all his excellence.

{e prays, as he labours for the conversion of eve-
ry boy in his class. He is satisfied with nothing
less than this. Faithful, earnest, intelligent, ar-
duons in . his devotion to his work, he
hopes on, labours ov, prays on; encoaraged
now and  then by hiopeful conversions; discoun-
raged Sometimes by their absence ; but always
trusting in the promise of the Lord of the harvest,
to whom he looks for contivned and final bless-
ings-on all his Jabours.

Teacher! is the standard high! Climb up to

Do net pull it down, that your ascent may
be easier. The better the reward, the more wor-
thy of winfiing. The higher the calling, the
more glorious the excelicnce of attaining it.—
Sunday School Photographs.

it.

(From the London Freemaun.) *

TO THE CHURCHES.
" The subject of ihe salaries of our pastors has
recend’ created discassion. First came Mr. Ste-
venson's exhaustive paper, read at the Union.
Then came sundry letiers from Mr. Landels and
others, Now, perhaps, some are wistfully look-
ing for further light. Many veally earnest and
efficient men are receiving from their churches
an inconie that ranges from £30 to £70 a year,
while the average income of all our ministers is
robably vot over £80. lodependent ministers
vp on the average £100 a year; Wesleyans
£120; and Presbyterians in Scotland a winimam
of £150. No oune can deem tins state of things

.| 1o be otherwisc than unsatisfactory ; can any-

thing be doue to remedy it?

Something will be gained, we believe, if the
urches come to feel that the question belongs
| to them. _*“ The taught are to communicate to
s tohchant sl good g Patbad sown

He seemed to be sinking |

-
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! We call attention to this priney,

We have in England several societiec

menting the income of pastors. Soin.

grant to their salaries | others help to ea.
their children ; otbers insure their lives ; others
provide in some sort for their widows. Such so-
cictics may be necessary.  They are all engaged
in a commendable work, But '(ho_v rest their ap-
peals on charity, and they are without the pecn-
liar power which the apostle invokes when he
{ speaks of the *¢ threshing ox,” and of God’s spe-
cial ordinance. The support, the decent, ade-
quate support of Cliristian pastors—is the busi-
ness of their churches, and nothing is gained by
coming between the two. Whatever 1s done to
supplement salaries, whether directly or indirect-
ly, should be done only after appeals have been
made to each church to do its duty. Till these
are made, and it is clear that the church can do
no more, contributions from other sources are
merely an elaborate arrangement for paying other
people’s  debts—charities, in short, unwisely
spent.

Will our churches ‘ponder the fellowing facts
and suggestions ?

1. Is there any good reason why churches
where the attendance is a thousand or twelve
hundred should give their pastor £600 a-year in
one place, £450 1n another, £250 in a thid, and
£150 in a fourth 7 And yet this is a not uncom-
mon scale of giving. Why shounld seat-holders
payv 20s. or 30s, a year in one district, and 4s. or
8s. in another ; while in all districts there arc
many members who give nothing  Why, where
there aré no seat-rents, should some members
contribute £10 a-year or £3, and clsewhere 10s.
or 5s.? There are these diversities ; and they
are explained neither by the comparative wealth
or poverty of the people, nor. by differences .in
the ability of the wministers who are thus repaid.

2. We have heard of pastors who received a
mere pittance of an income, and who could boast
that half-a-million sat under oune of their galle-
ries, or in two o1 three of their pews. We have
“heard of a church that applied to one of our
charitable funds to eke out the pastor’s salary to
£90, while two office-bearers in the church were
each worth £50,000. These may be extreme ca-
ses, but they are samples of an evil which, in a
less degree, is found in too many iustances. How
many members, again, are there in our churches
that give nothing, or that give only a small sum
yearly, or quarterly, leaving everything to be dove
by the few.

3. Is there not something radically wrong in
the facts indicated by the tollowing ¥ Ina west-
ern county, eight churches have 1,692 members;
each minister dependent for support (say) on 210
members. The remaining six-and-twenty church-
es contain only 1,562 members ; each minister
dependent for support on 50-members. Might
not two or three churches be grouped into cir-
cuits of 150 members each ¥ Adequate self-
support, without some such system is impossible ;
not is it satisfactory for neighbouring churches or
societies to supplement salaries where the ehurch-
es are so small,

4. Can it be possible—as we are told from ma-
ny quarters—that there are ministers whom no
society would engage as evangelists or as city mis-
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of years, and who pass from church to church,
with less inquiry npon the part of the churches
that receive them than any man of sense would
make on hiring a servaut ! Such inefficiency
and peglect work slowly, but surely, and are
among the most certain of the evils we deplore.
It is from no idle or censorious spirit_that we
call attention to these facts. Each fact suggests
the remedy of au enormous evil. If the church-
es will ponder them, and prayerfully resolve to
reraedy them, sli parties will gain by the change.
Some of the facts point to deficiencies in our
system, but most to evils in the working. And
they are to be met, not by some grand scheme,
but one by one. A few hints oo the best mode
of meeting them we must reserve for another

time.
B ——

Hypocwites.—To live a life which is a perpetu-
al falsehood is to suffer unknown tortures. To
be premeditating indefinitely a diabolical act; to
have to assume austerity ; to brood over secret
infamy seasoned with outward good fame; to
have contivually to put the world off the scent:
to present a perpetual iliusion, and never to be
oneself—is a burderSoe task. To be constrain-
ed to dip the brush in that dark stuff within, to
produce with it a portrait of candour; to fawn,
to restrain and suppress oneself, to be ever on the
qui vive ; watching without ceasing, to mask la-
tent crimes with a face of healthy innocence’; to
transform deforinity into beaoty ; to fashion wick-
eduess into the sbape of perfection ; to tickle as
it were with the point of a dagger, to put sugar
with poison, to kecp a bridle on cvery gesture,
and keep a watch over every tone,—not even to
have a countenance of one’s own—what can be
harder, what can be more torturing ! The odious-
dess of hypocrisy is obscurely felt by the hypo-
crite himself. Drinking -perpetually of his own
imposture is nauseating. The swectness of tone
which cunuing gives to scoundrelism is repug-
nant to the scoundrel compelled to bave it ever
in the mouth ; and there are moments of disgast
when villany seems on the point of vomiting its
secreqe To have to swallow that bitter saliva is
horrible. Add to this picture his profound pride.
There are strange moiwents in the history of such
a life, when hypocrisy worships itself.  There is
always an inordioate egotism in roguery. The
worm has the same mode of gliding along as the
serpent, and the same manner of raising its head.

The treacherous villain 18 the despot carbed
and restrained, and only able to attain-his end by
resigning himself to play a secondary part. He -
is eummed-ap littleness cnfable of enormities.—
The perfect hypocrite is a Titan dwarfed.— Victor
Hugo. ‘

Preasant Nereupours.—One's after
all, is much affected by the quality of one’s neigh-
bours, even though one may not.{n on m
terms with them.. A pleasant, bright face at the
window is surely better than a discontented, cross
one ; and the house that has the air of being in-
habited is preferable to closed shutters and unso-
cial blipds, excluding every ray of sunlight and"
syinpathy. We like to see ‘cheerfal
lights through

watch them, as evening deepens, { creep
from the parlour to-thf mm ¥y
vear us, We like to amw

or go'to

e

the windows oﬁ.p’éoﬁk night, or -



